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Giil ve Biilbiile Dayanarak Sa’di ve Hafiz'in Gazellerindeki Estetigin
Karsilastirilmasi

Oz

XIIL. yiizyilinda yasayan Sa’di-yi Sirazi, “Bistan” ve “Giilistan” eserlerinin yani sira
yazdig1 gazelleri ile de donemin biiyiik sairlerindendir. XIV. yiizyilda yasamis olan Hafiz-1
Sirazi de lirik siirleri ile Fars edebiyatinda 6nemli bir yere sahiptir. Bu iki sair Tiirk, Fars ve
Bat1 edebiyatinda 6nemli izler birakmuslardir. Sa‘di ve Hafiz siirlerinde ele aldiklar1 konular
agisindan Dbirbirlerine benzemelerine ragmen Sa’dl somut, Hafiz ise soyut kavramlar
tizerinde yogunlasmistir. Hafiz’in siirselligi manada Sa’di’ninki ise lafizdadir. Sa’di
anlatmak istediklerini sade Hafiz ise siisleyerek dile getirmistir. Bu bakimdan bu iki sairin
gazelleri estetik agidan incelendiginde farkliiklar kadar benzerlikler goérmek de
miimkiindiir. Calismamizda once “Estetik” terimi ve “Siirdeki Estetik” hakkinda genel bir
bilgi verilmistir sonrasinda Sa’di ve Hafiz'in iislibu ve gazellerindeki “Giil” ve “Biilbiil”
mazmunlarinin benzerlik ve farkliliklar1 tizerinde durulmustur. Estetik agidan “Gul” ve
“Biilbiil” farkli anlamlarda dile getirilmistir ve bu ¢alismada Sa’di ve Hafiz'in gazellerindeki
bu iki unsurun degisik kullanimlar1 gosterilmeye ¢alisilmistir.
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A Comparison of Aesthetics in the Ghazels of Sa’di and Hafiz on the
Basis of Rose and Nightingale

Abstract

Sa’di-yi $irazi, who lived in the 13th century, was one of the prominent poets of his
time by virtue of the odes he wrote in addition to his works entitled “Blistan” and
“Giilistan”. Hafiz-1 $irazi, on the other hand, who lived in the 14th century, also occupies a
significant place in the Persian literature thanks to his lyrical poems. These two poets have
left indelible marks in Turkish, Persian and Western literatures. Although Sa’di and Hafiz
resemble each other in terms of the themes they treated in their poems, it can be said that
Sa’di concentrated on concrete concepts whereas Hafiz focused on abstract concepts. Hafiz’s
lyricism is in the sense Sa’d{’s is in the words. Sa’di expressed in plain verse what he wanted
to say, but Hafiz did it using ornamental language. In this respect, when the ghazels of these
two poets are analyzed aesthetically, it is possible to see similarities as well as differences. In
our study, first general information was given about the term “aesthetics” and “Aesthetics in
Poetry”. Then, an analysis was made of the styles of Sa’di and Hafiz and the similarities and
differences of the poetic themes of “Rose” and “Nightingale” in their ghazels. In terms of
aesthetics, "Rose" and "Nightingale" are expressed in different senses, and in this study,
different uses of these two elements in the ghazels of Sa’di and Hafiz were attempted to be
shown.

Keywords: Aesthetics, Sa‘di, Hafiz, rose, nightingale.
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SUMMARY

Sa‘di-yi Sirazi and Hafiz-1 $irazi, who lived in the 13% and 14% centuries, have an
important place in Persian literature. Although the subjects that these two poets dealt with
and the poems they wrote under the influence of the Iraqi style are similar to each other, the
differences in the way they processed and expressed their poems are worthy of attention. In
this respect, it is possible to see the different uses of "The Rose" and "The Nightingale" in the
odes of these two poets.

For Persian poets, the rose is a symbol of beauty, purity, love, herald of spring, and at
the same time a source of joy and happiness. The nightingale, on the other hand, is in love
and expresses his love for the rose at every opportunity.

When the odes of Sa’di are examined in terms of aesthetics, it is understood that Sa“di,
too, believes in beauty like Plato and sees it as a tool in educating the human soul. On the
other hand, in the odes written by Hafiz with wisdom and sagacity, nature, which is one of
the most aesthetic elements, is expressed as the abode of the beloved.

It is seen that in the odes of Sa’di and Hafiz, the poetic themes of "Rose" and
"Nightingale" are used in various ways. Rose represents, so to speak, a lover with its color
and scent. Freshness, delicacy, fragility and coyness are the characteristics of both the rose
and its branch, leaf and sapling. These express the height, cheek and countenance of the
lover.

The red rose was compared to wine because of its color. In the odes of Sa’d1 and Hafiz,
wine is referred to as "bade, mey and sherab"”, and at the same time its redness was
emphasized by using the phrase rose colored wine.

Due to its shape, the rose was also referred to as notebook, book and sheet of paper.
These two great poets used this feature of the rose in their odes.

The rose bud, which is the unbroken form of the rose, is one of the aesthetic elements
encountered in poems. The rose bud symbolizes the privacy (halvet) of the rose. At the same
time, the bud is the one who keeps secrets. The rose, on the other hand, is the one who opens
and reveals the secret.
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In both poets, the love between "Rose" and "Nightingale" was treated with Bad-I Saba
(The Wind of Saba). The wind of Saba moves the rose and spreads its fragrance. The wind
also helps the rose in the form of a bud to open. The nightingale, on the other hand, is
pleased with this situation because the state of the wind and the rose enables the nightingale
to express his love.

The nightingale has been the subject of poems with his love for roses. His eyes see
nothing but a rose, but there is an obstacle for the nightingale to approach the rose. It is the
thorn of the rose. Despite everything, the nightingale ignores the thorn for the sake of the
rose.

Sa’di and Hafiz use the poetic themes of "The Rose" and "The Nightingale" in similar
as well as different ways. Sa’di treats the nightingale's pleading as singing whereas Hafiz
uses it to express the unfaithfulness of the beloved.

Both poets likened themselves to the nightingale or the nightingale to themselves.
However, while Sa’di compares his sweet tongue to the pleasant voice of the nightingale,
Hafiz states that he owes his humility to the nightingale.

Sa’di likened the beloved to a rose, and in some of his poems, he even regards the
beloved as being superior to the rose; he also employed this theme more than Hafiz did. In
the odes of Sa’di, Prophet Joseph and “Rose” were used together. Prophet Joseph was
likened to the "Rose" because of his beauty. In Hafiz’s poetry, on the other hand, David and
Solomon and the bulbul were used together.

In the light of all this information, it is observed that "Rose" was repeated 203 times in
Sa’di's odes, whereas "Nightingale" was mentioned 86 times. On the other hand, "Rose" was
repeated 49 times in Hafiz's odes, and "Nightingale" was repeated 49 times. It is seen that
there are similarities as well as differences in the way these two themes were handled in the
poems. This shows the talent of the poets in creating new poetic themes.
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