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Khaled Alkalaj:

The Hidden Israeli Role In The Syrian Conflict And Its Exceptional Gains

Abstract: The Israeli arena had many fears and obsessions about the political and
security aftermaths that could arise from the Syrian crisis. In light of the state of
chaos prevailing in the neighboring country- Syria, Tel Aviv was afraid that part
of the Assad regime’s weapons would reach the hands of factions that are
considered hostile by Israel. Another possible scenario was that the regime
would fabricate a crisis with Israel and move the conflict beyond its borders, the
thing that might alter the international concentration on the regimes atrocities
and confuse regional powers and lead consequently toward giving the Assad’s
regime more time to cover its crimes. Israel also feared the Assad regime would
be overthrown and taken over by Islamists; those who enjoy wide popularity
locally and regionally forming an anti-Israel alliance consequently. Promoting
these prospected frightening results of the Syrian conflict and supported by the
U.S, Israel could gain great benefits as a result. Israel could first widen the gap
between Sunni-Shia disputes. Second, it could build alliances with regional
powers and finally disarming the Syrian regime its chemical stockpile. The crisis
also exhausted both parties of the conflict who used to be the enemies of Israel.
Israeli leadership felt completely comfortable after the revolutions and regional
transformations because the international community became less interested in
the Palestinian issue and streaked Israel to prominence as an example of
democracy in the region.

Key words: Syrian Civil War, Israeli Role, Gains, Dimensions, Iran
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