
Dear Editor,

I would like to make comments and contributions to the
article about the triticeal cartilage conducted by Koca et
al.[1] I have read this study with great interest and curiosity. 

Koca et al.[1] aimed to investigate prevalence of the trit-
iceal cartilage with its morphometric properties such as
length, width and shape. There are some examples focus-
ing on same purpose with different methods.[2–4] The num-
ber of participants included the current study seems lower
than other prevalence studies. Increasing participant num-
ber may be beneficial for improving the strength of study. 

Koca et al.[1] aimed to evaluate morphometric properties
of the triticeal cartilage. The authors completed length and
width measurements, and recorded the distribution of car-
tilage shapes to achieve this purpose. Alqahtani et al.[3] was
the first to describe variable shapes of the triticeal cartilage.
Then, Vatansever et al.[4] reported another study based on
Alqahtani’s classification. Koca et al.[1] used similar classifi-
cation system but have described three new shapes of the
cartilage; hook, double circle and ring. Describing those
new shapes makes a great contribution to the current liter-
ature. Since those shapes were described for the first time
by Koca et al.,[1] a clear description of those shapes may be
required to avoid misdiagnosis with pathologies which
could appear in that region, such as atherosclerosis.
However, calcification status of the triticeal cartilage was
not mentioned in this study. The triticeal cartilages may or
may not calcified. When they calcified, the calcification
pattern could demonstrate differences between individuals.

Calcification could begin from outside of the cartilage and
continue to its center or vice versa. Calcification situation
of this cartilage may affect its appearance on radiologic
images. For example, definition of double ring shaped trit-
iceal cartilage could be better explained in more details.
Does it mean that there were two different triticeal carti-
lages on one side or the cartilage began to calcify in a dif-
ferent way? Detailed definition for hook and ring shaped
triticeal cartilage is also needed for same concerns.

As conclusion, strength of the study can be improved
with clear explanation of new anatomical or clinical facts of
the triticeal cartilage. Especially, completing evaluation of
calcification status would make the impact of the study
stronger. I hope Koca et al.[1] get those opinions positively
and improve their further studies about the triticeal carti-
lage with these aspects. 
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