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WHAT TO LOOK FOR iN . AN EFL TEXTBOOK 

Dr. Yüksel · USLU (*) 
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Of course this is an issue on which terichers do .not always agre.e 
a,nc;f as is often suggested, the 'best textbook' ~s one which ·i·s. tried and 
frusted ove,r the years in the teacher's mind. The foHowhig · article is my 
own vi·ew ba·sed · on my experience os a, Un'iVersi·ty lecturer. 

The textbook should be thlok ·ond strong enou.gh to aHow constant 
ha·rydling and the quality of the paper good, its appearance auract,ive both 
tor young pupUs and a,dult leorners a+i-ke from all parts of the world. 1 like 
.it when the .student is addressed personaHy at the bettinning of the book 
as thls ,iımmedi,ately affords the opportunity tor the author to show his 
personaıl interest in · the stud~nt's desi re to leam Engli-sh. \İariety . in con-
'tend ıs: e·ssenUa,.ı. · Does the book conta in dialogues, reading· and uiıder
standing pa,ssaıges, .stıructuro:I :items ond formuil,a·s, Usts of vooabulary 
aın·d expressi,~:>ns, pronunciation sections and, ·.maybe, 'test yourse:ıt' ·sec
ti·ons, 'at ·regula,r intervals? . Whether a student textbook comes as paırt' 
ofa . series wiıt:h teachers' guides, workbooks and tapes. are other impor- .· 
tant considera·tions. The· dccompa,nying .. teacher's book, i-f there 'is one, 
should permit o: certa·in flaxi'bil'ity because teıaohers have. different m.eth
ods, a·nd . be j,magiınative and · sugg-estive rath~r than dicta,tiıve. it should 
give the overaoll and paırticular short term ,a,ims of the aouthor's in a way 

. / : 

that ,js easy to understaınd; ·and give -advice.to the teacher on how to make 
the best use of -all the . ımaetrials provided. · 

• 1 . . . 

. Ouantity-and selection of grammar in a textbook should be carefu1lly 
considered. Authors may select_ and Hmit what to inolude . in accordance 
wnh the purpose, level, and duration, the three of whlch o)so determine 

, . . . 

· the di,aıJect, _re.gister, style arid media. Does the book bring any. special · 
positive contributions for the · saıke -of age g,r~ups, 9iffer·ent profess·ions, 
ıkmguages, attitl.İdes ·and culture? lf it is a beginner's book, there should . . . . 
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be o i'ecognition of the need for the iletters o.f ~he olphabet for. those 
whose .. script is not Latin {e.g .. Chinese and ·Arobic leamers). 

' . 
. ı be'li·eve that instead of giving the rules of g.rammcır i,t is more use·ful 

if' an EFL textbook lets the-students figure them out tor fhemseıv·es, but 
each .unit mdy 'begin with q short intıroducticın ·such as: . . 

in th is unH we .are going to study cmd · practice making sentences 
lika: 

. . 
The. window was broken by the boy_. 

· The boy ıbroke the Window . . 

A. textbook should teach through. the .. senses using the centres of inter~st 
common · tor aı.ı .second ,language leörriers. A unit's structural item/s and 

~ eve.ryday vocabulary ma.v· be naturaly ~ssimilated if in_tr6duced p_~ssively 
through _g short lively story or dia·logue . . in. föct, .H the gramma-ticaı ex
aımpfes are meaningf ul .and can be · pre~ented i·n -reaı· and · fa,ini'liar situa
tions, the students can · formulate ·rules with.olJt di·fficulty. Ail,tıhough ruıles 
of grarnmar (structur·e. words~ ; .riftıectiona·I forms, · structure . sentenoes, 
claıuses, phrases, formuıJas, for ex·q,mp·Je), exeroise work and re~:ietition 
may be ·giveh oruııy; ·the teacher s'hould not expect them to ·'k-now gra'.rn
mati<?a,I terrns or ·l9ıt>e+s. ~nsteod, studenJs should be encouraged to ünder'.' 
stand and use 'the gromma-r, ·not to talık ,about it. This poİnt İS rel·a'ted ·to 
another matter of . cru_cial İıliıportance. An ~F.L textbook, paırUcuılo1rly one · 

· aimiıng 01: a 1-evel be•lovy intermedİote, ·should be semHtive to tfie student_s' 
· need ta use lcı,riguage · tor communicdti.on. it should Qiı:ıow ıeo.rıners to 

pörtİCipat.e roth~r tha,n being onlonkers; and ·tor · producUve. work, iff pa1i1rs., 
fours· and· ha·lves of the cJ.as.s,· to toıke pla.c·e. ~· · 

. . . : . . - .. 
Obvi-ously, as . .regards the order in which the .grammar İs . pr:esente:d-, 

ther:e should be a grad.ua·l progressiôn f,röm . coricrete to ·. abstract, from 
easy to difficult items., although . it İS .not··a.JWays very easy to he abİe to 
te·JJ' which goes With · what and viıhich tense .. com,es befor'e tİıe· ~ther :ete, 
. . /' . . . . . . ' . . 
as Jo teach the, regular 'do' or irregular 'does' first, tor İnstance. A text-
book should . teach 'one thing' at a time and in the: right sequence. Each 
ünit should reinfo_rce what has 'gone before and prepa,re the ıeamer -for 
what wHI fotlow. · Also, new· g-mmrhar is b~st 'i-n,troduced· With weU-kınown 

', vocabulary and · new vocabulary with well-kr.toWn· ·grammor. A textbook 
should conta in plenty of · repetıtion. in genera·I ·the EFL ·textbook shoüld 

· ad here to the prin.ciple that "related things are· taught together·-~ ·out 
show common sense in _how it . applies suph a pi·rnciple. For instance, ·it 

. . 1 . . ., . . . • • 

would be no good teachin~ the ge~·i.tive··'of' Vı{ith . the possess'i-ve pronoi.ı:ns 
when the former s'hould be tqught at ·a·· -rnore advanced stage ~·r:ı a, course .. 



. . . . . 

lf the ·EFL textbook you decide to investigate passes these r,igorous 
tests and· ise approprlate tor the ·specia,ı needs of your students then do 

. not-hesita-te to use it. · · 

GLAS-SARY 

. lssue . : question that arises for discussion 

assimllate : absorb, e.g. fdeas, knowledge 

crucial : decisive; oritica1I 

onlooker : person who looks on at . something happening; not taking 
ıpart octively 

reinforce _.: ma~e somethi-ng ştronger 

adhere : stick; rema-in fa,ithful to 

rigorous · steni; strict; severe 
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