A FEW STUDIES OF THE CHAIR OF ETNOLOGY IN
THE FACULY OF LETTERS (DIL VE TARIH.COGRAFYA
FAKULTESI) UNIVERSITY OF ANKARA

Rewiewed by Prof. De. Nermin ERDENTUG
Bheman of Eihsolgy

1. Asociate Professor Dr. Othan Acipayamh

*"Cutting of the spleen in the folk medicine practised in Tur-
kish Villages ond its ethnological explanation™

Journal of Anthropology, Vol. 1, Ne.i, Reprint 1903
In section 1 of this siudy of D, Ovhan Acipayaml, consisting

of two parts, every document connected with the subject s being
treated as a sample case, The interpretanions the rescarcher has made
by choosing the psycho-sociological methad which are usually applied
for the study of such subjects, are truly noteworthy. According to Dr.
Acipayamh, the healing methods connected with the cutting of Lhe
spleen operate within the framework of the principle of magic con-
wact and imitation.

2. Amociate Profesor Dr. Orhan Acpayamb

"Some burial rits among the primitive societies and their
explanation™

_lma! J\cUthT&Cl"u “'dl xx- SO. 3—‘
JulysDecember 1962, Reprint 1gb3.
In this comparative study bused on available lierawre, the
rescarcher bas, within a special plan, ovestigated ench of the follo.

wing categories of practices connected with the immediate environ-
ment of the dead and emphasized the rensons behind each of them.
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The rain-making ¢cfemonics worked in this study by Dr, Ao
payamh & & subject of viial imporance not only for the Turkish
peasant communities, but alw for the primitdve people of the world.
Rainmaking ceremonies form a kind of system of swhich the beliefi and
rites of the peaple surround it In the Cirst part of the study, Dr. Aci-
payamh deals with the changing forms and names of wain-making cere.
Monies in various geopraphical arcasol Anatolia, In addition, he expla-
ins in dewil, 1) the reasons of rian-making, b) the time of the praying
lor the rainsmaking, c) the pre-prayer prepurations, d) the ceremony
itself, ¢) the qualifications required of the person bading the prayving,
the varieties and characieristics of the prayers, ) the ceremonies and
feasts dunng the prayer.

In part 11, ai the other hand, many cvidences (2] showing con-
nections with Central Asia e regands ceremanies, have been recorded:
There are surprisangly striking similatities in the coremonies carried
out by childven, in the names wsed and in the abjects e.g. dolls used
during ceremonics, among all Turkish communides, Eepecially, the
patterns of wearing of olothes inside out and throwing of stones are
the most widely applied vommon forms used in Tirkisdh poasant
communities and among the Turkish communities outside Turkey,
Finally, acoording 1w Dr, Acipayumby avalisble flidore material
points to the Central Asia«Turkey™s oelatioaships,

This rescarcher’s view about only belp o conlitm the rowls
reached by some other scholars ' who worked on the subject before
him, Dr. Acipayvamly, then, in this part, made some interpretations
and eviluitions of the matenial he has presented in part 1, from the
ethmological point of view. He Fisst explained *the cousation of rainfall
ccremonies and of the tvpes obwerved by grown up and children,
Then be studied the ceremonics in details under three headings:
a) the preparation phase of the cerenonies, b) their application phase,
and ¢] the feast and ending phase,

According w0 Dr. Acipayamiv's finding, the coming inte contact
of roasted salt, swonex, man, colfios, sortoises ete, with water doring
the ceremony can be seen not only in Tarkey, but aleo all over dhe
world and wherever Turks live, On the other hand, the wearing of

1 Mchwocr Foudd Kigeuls, Ahmet Coferogin, Aleblboasdie Ty,
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§- Asoc, Prof. Dr. Orhan Acipayamh

“Some customs and beliefi connected with [evil eye] in
Anatolia™®
AUDT.CF. jownal, Vol. XX, No. 1-2, 1962

This study has been made on the beliefs of the Turkish [olk of
Turkey. The subjecy of evil cye™ was tackled for the Firt time in its
fiedd, It s an ethmological and, therefore, & scientific research ',

Dr. Acipayami, in his study bascd parily on fieddwork which he
did im and around Acipayam and partly on the available literatare, he
especially srened the part of “evil eve' connected with children, In
part 1 of his research consisting of two parts, practices chosen from
vinous arcas of Anawlia have been examined in detail,

In pare 11, Dr. Acipayamis takes up the couses of events which
he presented in scientific way in part 1, At this phuse the researcher
pointed out that there is an ddvanced and perfect mechanism in the
belics of Turkish people, that any change in any of the parts wall
make itself felt on the whole of the mechanism; the basic of this mecha-
nizm ixthe power of “evil cye™. The psycho-seciological method wsed hee
e, o0, led him o the following conclusion : “evil eye™ conditioned and
brought about by psychological reactions and social values is a product

of psychosaciological life.

With all thesestudies where Dr. Acipayamb analysed wome clements
of Turkish culture in the fickd of belif and practices, he thus exposed
some characteristes of Turkish culture. On the other hand, by giving
some explanations  ahowt  bebaviours related 10 casting of spell,
as lse did in his last work, be brought some new knowlediges 10 general
Ethnology. But it must be remembered that we have (o wait and soe
the repeftuisions of these studies, cspecially, of the last study, “evil
eye™, Which is a first reliable guide in its ficld.

Pral. Dr. Nermin ERDENTUG

1 Even gk soeme  turkish shokin buve nosen about the seldens of “codl oye®,
e of e weltings sre aithar ethnological we any cthes acholi b alm
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