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Age Groups'

In the eves of the village community, boys reaching the age
of 14 10 15 or those who are specially mature a1 12, 13, after reaching
puberty, have the right 10 be considered youths, They are excused
for their wald acts because this is accepted as part of their youth. They
are generally not permitted 1o be present ot gatherings of the elders and
it is undesizable (0 keep company with bad characiers, They must
plough the fields and cul wood. They are permitted to leave the
village o find work and o eaxm their livings and in fict are advised
to do this 50 that they may marry as soom as posiible. Early inatriages
are preferved, The reason for this is to save them from being morally
sposlt. Formesly, neighboury used 1o feel this responsitility for young
men as much as his parents. Neighbours would ofien istterlere in this
matter informing that such and such & young man was behaving
strungely. Then the village clders would call the young man’s father
and advise him 10 arrange 0 marriage us soon us possible, The father

[n this village, stages of maturity are consdered m connection
with the male only. Social ranks ave alse only conferred on the men.
Circumeision & one of the nites and pratics which mark the end of
childbood. This is because circumchion i counted as the fing step
forwards manbood. The oeighbors and relatives, talking w the cics
cumcised children say “Now you hive become a youth, you are no
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longer a child”, This shows how much connection there 5 botween
this ceremony and maturity, Circumcision is considered 10 mature
g ;.:Iulll mentally and physically, altbough there ic no definite age

L

A youth is anly accepted as 8 man aftier he has completed lis
military service and marnied. That is to say in the sative way of
speaking “now he has the right o wlk™, There are groupings which
are asigned 10 men and based on age groups in the village commanity':
such s council of the elders and young batchelors group, Boys above
the age of 12 and 13 are not considered children any longer but they
are not yee admitted 1o the counail ol elders or e the young bachelors
group. They do however ke part in wedding ceremonies. The Ciest
of the age groupings olscrved o the village & the councll of clders.
This is based on the similazity of uge, Only the okd men are inclisded
in this council. Their function or business is to scithe village matters,
refigioas questions and (o have pleasant discussions among themselves,
Even the young men cannot enter this gathering. Formerly, this rule
usecd 10 be very siriet, Recently, this rule has been relaxed o bit:
serious married young men have been allowed 1o join in this conncil.
During the mectings of this group, apasnt from discusiens, religious
and historical books are read alowd, For example “Sured Nebd, Bateal
Gan ete.”

This group meets mainly in winter. Every year an “Aga™ (1)
of the community builts and furnishes a special room for the gathering.
Every mecting of the year takes place in this room. The peculinrity
of this group was that it used (© be confide to men above go years
of age. Taday ws we mentioned above, young married men are admit-
teed to this gathering but they are not however allowed to take part

ions. They must quicily and whath theis arms i
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Here, there are ako bacheloc®s groups; but these groupings
are based mainly on recreational purssits. The young men at these
mectings sing and play games, especially the waditional “ring game",
They cook “gomleel™ (They roll the doagh, omions aze fried with
small pleces of lamb meat, then a sheat of dough is taken and covered
with theonion and meat mixture; the dough i then Gided up and put
between two thin tin sheats and charcoal 8 placed on wp before
cooking.)
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There are po special groups for cithcr  the mature women or
the voung girls, although they have some free time in the evenings.
After all the work of the day is done, it is not considered good for
them o go walking about. In spite of (his, the women arc able
visit cach other. The most important task of the voung bachelors
i 1 provide games and sport displays for special feast days (Bayramy).
Formerly, they were not allowed 10 have these displays, [t is remem-
bered that one aga once in fact farbade this kind of gathering. The
reason for this prohibition wuas that it was feared that the young men
would be morally speilt, ie. that they would take 10 gambling and
quarreling. Among the games that the young men play, the following
are the most Tamous ones: “Halay™), “Kil" %, Zeybek (special
varicty of zeybek found only in ths region) amd “Zaza dik
halays *. Bexides these, there are u few othes such as
“Serhog Makamw” *, "Three Steps™, “Garacor Halaw', “Egim
Aman Halay1™ and Supurgeli Halays”. Foemerly, the favored game
of the Young men was *Cint”: this was played during wedding cere-
monies, afier the bride descended from the homse, to the accompani-
ment of drum beats. Cirit was also played on Fridays,  Through
lack of space, though, it was performed in the surmounding villagres
such as Enguzek, Asvan. (wday, the cirit i still being played every.
where in villages such as Asvan for cxample). Formeely wrestding
was much practioed in Hal and was in fact o speciality of thie village.
Nowadays this sport is almest forgotien.

The Relations Betweea Neighbours

Although the system of kinship 1 one of the stabilizing factors in
marriage and in other aspects of community e, neighbourhip (loca-
liey) i also an important element of stability (0 the life of the village pe-
ople. For example, if o woman's hushand has left the village for work,
the Beighbors would cut the trees in ber orchard for her; wisenever
any special food i prepared, of collected (honey, wincyard products
elc.) a small portion is distributed among the neighbours, Neighbours
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also play a greast role and exercise o great influence on family life
and also in the community life in setding disputes and misanders-
tandings. Neighbours never seem to bear grudges against ane another
there i no record of friendshipe having been permancotly broken
through quarrels. When they quarrel, they may stop speaking to cach
other for one or 1wo days, but pever more than this. Village people
setile all their affairs, even the most complicated, al the village gat-
herings. We must bear in mind the fact that the majority of them are
related 10 each other and the important part that this plays in hel-
ping them to solve their problems. Practically no cases are taken w0
court, all matters being settled in the village . The older neighbors
have much influcnce and many rights in interferring with the children’s
education. Formerdy, the older people of the community would eall
any youth who had dane wrong and give him and his fther this ad-
vice: “your behavior & not good, if vou den't improve your ways,
next time we will punish you'’, Unfortunately, in the last few years,
this influcnce has much decreased. In any sillage operitions, (in the
building of a fountain or the digging of a swell) there is 2 feeling of
cooperation and this s very atrong indeed. One can always see this
in the daily work of the village. 1 have mysell observed that each
person has a special fecling of responsibility in any communal worky
even in the feecling of the workmen, for example, each peson takes
his part, preparing the food in ratation. 1 was able to record a custom
which has become a wadition, called “Harmancalk™ illusirating
this fecling. After the harvest had been gathered at cach treshing
floor. a cortnin portion wed (0 be st adde (o be distributed among
the neighbours. Today, however this costom woems almost 10 have
heen forgotten due to the decreasing amount of land under cultivation,
In fact, there is nowadays alinest no cultivable land left, Hal has a
great reputation for this feeling of cooperation; to such o degree, in
fact that, the sarrounding villagers sometimes even ask the villagers
of Hal to help them and as far as posable this help s always given.

Sexual Division of Labor

The work done by women : house work: preparation and cooking
of foed ; watering of gardens and orchards; cutting comn, supplying clo.

1 Only coe wan was omow anposcoed G |8 yaun,
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ver and plants 10 animals in winter; collecting lirewood for winter in
springtime, the gathering of firewood from especially distant places
(up 10 3-8 bowrs walk from the village) which they transport home
on their backs. This load of wood is called *Palak™ in the local dialect;
the carrying of wheat w the mills 10 be ground and the bringing back
of the flour 10 their village; the covking of vineyard products ' and
mulberrics. In addition w0 oll this, women lave the job of shaking
the mulberry bushes ° and fetching water ! for the house from
the viver {even at night, women <an go lo feich wiier without fear
of any harm coming o them). One can see husbandies women cuts
ting their owa trees. Hoolng too, is conudered part of a woman's
work, Carrying stones for construction work ¢ (both the foundation
stones and the building ooes) and the cementing of walls are among
the women's duties (every fow years, cach house » comented and
white washed; the toof s flarened with 2 stope roller called “1o™
in the local dialect). The men are proud to tell that all dhe stones used
in the village were carried by their wives, [t is remembered thal on
one occasion 4 woman carried by berself a sone that it wook B men
1o lift. The smallost stone cairied by these women weighs 2550 kilos.
Because of this hard work, 80 %, of the women have gy
abnormalitics, [this was old by midwives who @il use the old, tradi.
tional treatments) . Apart from this beavy work, women are burde.
ned with certain other duties because of thear physiological characteris
tics: 1o be & partner to their husband; childbirth and bringing up the
children.

Men's ficdd of work: Almost all adminigtrative and religiom
work * is done by men here: the gnnding of wheat; if the mill i
outsde the village, wheat is carried there by men instead of women,
Only single woman carry it on their packeanimals. The shaking of
the walnut trees is done by men, beécase ths »n o dangerous job,

1 In de bual dinleer, these srs oolbed “gebames anel pesil,”
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Magic and witcheralt are gemerally practiced by men cspocially by
the *Hodjas". Although some women are quite well oducated in reli-
pous fields, they don't usually take part in magic or religious ceres
monics,

Status of Women

A woman's wishes are never takea into account in this village.
There is even no thoaght that they may ever be tired. The village
men believe that their women can withstand any hardsbip. There
i an prevalent idea that the work must be done whether the wife
lives or dies doing it. In the eyes of the men, woman is just 2 Tield
which the mile seeds grow, This thought inevitably leads o the
woman being given a secondary status in society, This fsct must be
taken into consderation as ane of the characteristics of a patrilineal
systemn.

As we mentioned above, every kind of heavy work & done by
woman; even the slmghtering of animals is done if their husbands
are away, though this is in fact against religious rule. When it is neces-
sary, 2 woman also cuts trees. In the distribution of property, the
woman's thare i almost not taken inte consideration and most women
don't dare to ask their brothers for their nightful share. In matricd
life, when one partner wrongs the other, usually the punishment far
the woman is a beating; for the man, it is just the onticsm of relatives
and & warning. We have to emphasize the fact that in this village
women are il beaten. There is an old saying, still popular, that
“the devil makes bis nest in @ woman's head”™, Tt is necesary to beat
the woman in order 10 destroy this pest, Only the husband s the
right 10 beat his wafc; indaws can almost never do this [very few
cases have been recorded). Wife-beating scems 10 be a right given
o men since the earliest tmes.

To summanee, 30 for the lacts that we have recorded about the
ficd of work of women and the men's opinion of and behavior w
them, it s clear that the women are not in the position of being “The
cheerished sex™,  In spite of this, there are some favorable aspects w
the woman's position: for insance, the gradual decrease m polygamy
is greatly in woman’s favor, because it shows a growing avarescs
of woman's rights in married life. Tlis decrease and near divappea.
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rance of polygamy, especially in “Republican time™, dees not only
shaw the favorable woman's sitwation from legal but alse sociological
and psychological point of view.

Finally, to me, the existence of a reciprocal system between wile
and hushand regurding the tasks and rights over the marniage and
the responsabilities of the houschold tasks as well as family’s preduction
indicates a subordinate position of the women when it & compared
with their hushands The women in this community do not play o
less important role than men do, Because women here stil have o
certnin kind of feminine infloence and rvesulting  from  the
satisfactions in the community life.
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