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KACAR DONEMININ BAS RESSAM VE BAS MUZEHHIPLERI
Oz
Kagarlar doneminde (1789-1925) iran’in gérsel sanatlarinda kokleri Batililasmaya

dayanan yeni bir akim egemen olmustur. Ressam ve miizehhipler, bu dénemde ilk
olarak saray ileri gelenleri arasinda kendilerine yer edinme hakkini elde etmislerdir. Bu
aragtirmanin konusu, Kacar déneminin bag ressam ve bas miizehhipleridir. Arastirmada
betimsel yontemi kullanilmigtir. Bu arastirmada, kiitiiphane kaynaklari incelenerek,
Kacar donemindeki bag ressam ve bas miizehhiplerin isimleri ve onlarin sorumluluklari
aciklanmistir. Sonuglara gore Kacar doneminin bas ressam ve bas miizehhiplerinin
listesi bu isimlerden ibarettir: Mirza Baba Isfahani Nakkas Basi, Mihr Ali Nakkas Bast,
Aga Necef Ali Nakkas Basi, Abdullah Nakkas Basi, Haydar Ali Nakkas Basi, Fethullah
Nakkas Basi, Mirza Ali Akbar Han Nakkas Basi, Mirza Ebii'l-Hasan Han Gaffari
Kasani Nakkas Bas1 (Sani-iil Miilk), Muhammed Ibrahim Nakkas Basi, Muhammed
ismail Nakkas Basi, Aga Biiziirg Nakkas Basi, Muhammed Bakir Nakkas Basi, Mirza
Abbas Tabrizi Nakkas Basi, Mirza Abdiilmuttalib Nakkas Basi, Ebu Tiirdb Gaffari
Nakkas Basi, Muhammed Hasan Afsar Nakkas Basi, Mahmud Han Melikii’s-Suara
Nakkas Basi, Muhammed Gaffari Nakkag Basi (Kemal el- Miilk), Gulam Ali Miizehhip
Basi, Aga Muhammed Cevad Miizehhip Basi, Seyyid Ebii'l-Kasim Miizehhip Bast,
Mirza Hiiseyin Miizehhip Bagi, Muhammed Miizehhip Basi, Mirza Ahmet Miizehhip
Basi, Abdiilvehhab Miizehhip Bagi, Muhammed Taki Miizehhip Bas1 ve Aga Mirza
Yusuf Miizehhip Basi. Sonug olarak, bu donemde bas ressam ve bas miizehhipler,
sarayda Kacar sahlarinin istegi iizerine 6nemli sanat eserleri yaratmiglardir. Bu dénemin
sonunda, devlet hazinesinin bosaltilmasi sonucunda ve fotografcilik ve matbaanin
yayginlagmasindan dolayi, bas ressam ve bas miizehhip lakablar1 ortadan kaldirilmastir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kacar Dénemi, Bas Ressam, Bas Miizehhip, Iran, Sanat
The Chief Painters and Chief Illuminators in the Qajar Period
Abstract

The Qajar period (1789-1925) coincides with the beginning of the fundamental
changes in the field of visual arts in Iran, which is rooted in the increasing familiarity

NUSHA, 2021; (52): 309-354



SAHAFIASL

of Iranians with Western culture. In this period, for the first time, illuminators and
painters were considered as the elders of the royal court. In this research, by using
descriptive method and by reviewing library sources, collected the names and most
important works of chief painters and chief illuminators of the Qajar period and while
explaining the words of "chief painters" and "chief illuminators", their responsibilities
have been enumerated and the reasons for the obsolescence of these two titles have been
examined. These persons have been appointed as chief painters and chief illuminators
during the Qajar period: Mirza Baba Isfahani Naggash-Bashi, Mehr Ali Naggash-Bashi,
Agha Najaf Ali Naggash-Bashi, Abdullah Naggash-Bashi, Haidar Ali Naggash-Bashi,
Fethullah Naggash-Bashi, Mirza Ali Akbar Khan Naqgash-Bashi, Mirza Abul-Hassan
Khan Ghaffari Kashani Naggash-Bashi (Sani' al-Molk), Mohammad Ibrahim Naggash-
Bashi, Mohammad Ismail Naggash-Bashi, Aga Bozorg Naqgash-Bashi Sarkari Shirazi,
Mohammad Bagir Naqgash-Bashi, Mirza Abbas Tabrizi Nagqgash-Bashi, Mirza Abdol-
Motelleb Naggash-Bashi, Abutorab Ghaffari Naqggash-Bashi, Mohammad Hasan
Afshar Naqggash-Bashi, Ismail Jalayer Naggash-Bashi, Nasrullah Emami Isfahani
Naggash-Bashi, Mahmud Khan Malakoshoara Naggash-Bashi, Mohammad Ghaffari
Nagqgash-Bashi (Kamal al-Molk), Gholam Ali Mozahheb-Bashi, Agha Mohammad
Javad Mozahheb-Bashi, Seyyed Abolgasem Mozahheb-Bashi, Mirza Hasan Mozahheb-
Bashi, Mahmud Mozahheb-Bashi, Mirza Ahmad Mozahheb-Bashi, Abdolvahhab
Mozahheb-Bashi, Mohammad Tagi Mozahheb-Bashi Shirazi and Agha Mirza Yusof
Mozahheb-Bashi. According to the results of this study, during this period, the
mentioned artists, with their influence in the expansion of the power of the rulers,
created valuable artworks in the court atelier. Towards the end of this period, the
emptying of the state treasury, as well as the spread of photography and the printing
industry and the dismantling of court ateliers, led to the abolition of the titles of "chief
painter” and "chief illuminator" for the masters of these arts.

Keywords: Qajar Period, Chief Painter, Chief Illuminator, Iran, Art
Structured Abstract

The Qajar period (1789-1925) coincides with the beginning of the fundamental
changes in the field of visual arts in Iran, which is rooted in the increasing familiarity
of Iranians with Western culture. In this period, for the first time, illuminators and
painters were considered as the elders of the royal court. In this research, by using
descriptive method and by reviewing library sources, collected the names and most
important works of chief painters and chief illuminators of the Qajar period and while
explaining the words of "chief painters" and "chief illuminators", their responsibilities
have been enumerated and the reasons for the obsolescence of these two titles have been
examined.

The rulers throughout history, including the Qajar period, usually took the painters
with them to the battlefields and hunting ground to register of battle scenes and hunting.
In other words, painters were used to illustrating royal travelogues. One of the duties of
a chief painter was to teach the art of painting to the king. This responsibility continued
throughout the Qajar period, and during the reign of Nasser al-Din Shah, the painting
masters of the Dar ul-Funun school held this responsibility. Other responsibilities of the
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chief painter and chief illuminator were collaborating in decorating the palaces of kings
and princes, painting icons of kings and courtiers, adorning manuscripts with
illumination and images and supervising the creation of artworks by masters of
decorative and visual arts that were active in the court atelier. Some of the Qur'ans of
the Qajar period have been illuminated with the supervision and cooperation of the chief
illuminator. These persons have been appointed as chief painters and chief illuminators
during the Qajar period: Mirza Baba Isfahani Naggash-Bashi, Mehr Ali Naggash-Bashi,
Agha Najaf Ali Naggash-Bashi, Abdullah Naggash-Bashi, Haidar Ali Naggash-Bashi,
Fethullah Naggash-Bashi, Mirza Ali Akbar Khan Naqgash-Bashi, Mirza Abul-Hassan
Khan Ghaffari Kashani Naggash-Bashi (Sani' al-Molk), Mohammad Ibrahim Naggash-
Bashi, Mohammad Ismail Naggash-Bashi, Aga Bozorg Naqgash-Bashi Sarkari Shirazi,
Mohammad Bagir Naqgash-Bashi, Mirza Abbas Tabrizi Nagqgash-Bashi, Mirza Abdol-
Motelleb Naggash-Bashi, Abutorab Ghaffari Naggash-Bashi, Mohammad Hasan
Afshar Naqgash-Bashi, Ismail Jalayer Naggash-Bashi, Nasrullah Emami Isfahani
Naggash-Bashi, Mahmud Khan Malakoshoara Naggash-Bashi, Mohammad Ghaffari
Naggash-Bashi (Kamal al-Molk), Gholam Ali Mozahheb-Bashi, Agha Mohammad
Javad Mozahheb-Bashi, Seyyed Abolgasem Mozahheb-Bashi, Mirza Hasan Mozahheb-
Bashi, Mahmud Mozahheb-Bashi, Mirza Ahmad Mozahheb-Bashi, Abdolvahhab
Mozahheb-Bashi, Mohammad Tagi Mozahheb-Bashi Shirazi and Agha Mirza Yusof
Mozahheb-Bashi. The "Naqggash-Bashi*" word means the chief of painters of the court
and is a respectable title for master painters. The "Mozahheb-Bashi" word is also
considered the title of the chief of the illuminator of the court. When we are confronted
with titles such as "Naggash-Bashi" and "Mozahheb-Bashi", we should pay attention to
the fact that those were appointed to the position of "chief painter" and "chief
illuminator”, who themselves were trained in the master-apprentice system and were
selected from among the top masters of these arts. Therefore many of the artists who
worked at the court ateliers during this period were all masters of the arts and their
artworks were supervised by chief painters and chief illuminators. "Nagqgash-Bashi* and
"Mozahheb-Bashi" are also titles that were given to some distinguished masters in the
field of painting and illumination, and rather than being ceremonial titles, they were
court titles that indicated the rank and position of those appointed to these titles in the
court atelier. According to the results of this study, during this period, the mentioned
artists, with their influence in the expansion of the power of the rulers, created valuable
artworks in the court atelier. At the end of the Qajar period, there wasn't any court
atelier. Towards the end of this period, the emptying of the state treasury, as well as the
spread of photography and the printing industry and the dismantling of court ateliers,
led to the abolition of the titles of "chief painter” and "chief illuminator" for the masters
of these arts. After the Qajar period, chief painters and chief illuminators were selected
by the Ministry of Higher Education based on a set of new criteria. After this period, in
the literature related to the history of Iranian painting, the "chief painter" and "chief
illuminator" terms were never used, and instead, in artistic literature, other words were
used to express and describe the mastery and skill of the masters of these arts.
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Diba, Layla S, Ekhtiar, Maryam, Robinson, B. W. (1998). Royal Persian
Paintings: The Qajar Epoch, 1785-1925, Brooklyn: Brooklyn Museum of
Art.; Armand Hammer Museum of Art and Cultural Center.

http://malekmuseum.org/saloon/artifact/1393.01.00063 adresinden erisilmistir.
(Erisim tarihi: 10.12.2020).

https://ids.lib.harvard.edu/ids/view/424189592?width=3000&height=3000
adresinden erisilmistir. (Erisim tarihi: 10.12.2020).

https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/opencollection/objects/169329 adresinden
erigilmistir. (Erisim tarihi: 10.12.2020).

http://malekmuseum.org/saloon/artifact/1393.02.00031/ adresinden
erigilmigtir. (Erisim tarihi: 10.12.2020).

http://malekmuseum.org/en/artifact/1393.02.00028/ adresinden erisilmistir.
(Erisim tarihi: 10.12.2020).

http://malekmuseum.org/artifact/1393.02.00029/  adresinden  erigilmistir.
(Erisim tarihi: 10.12.2020).
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http://malekmuseum.org/exhibition/21/ adresinden erigilmistir. (Erisim tarihi:
10.12.2020).
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