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CHILDREN'S KHUTBAH AS A CONTRIBUTION
TO CHILDREN'’S LITERATURE

Mustafa Ismail Bagdatli*

Abstract:

This paper aims to introduce children’s khutbah as a new genre in children’s literature. Be-
ginning with the connection of its name with its target group, it gives information about its style and

techniques applied in formation of the texts. And its place in children’s literature.
Keywords: Khutbah, children, literature, imam hatip secondary schools, Friday prayer.

% % %k
Oz
Cocuk Edebiyatina Bir Katki Olarak “Cocuk Hutbeleri”

Bu makale ¢ocuk edebiyatinda yeni bir tiir olarak ¢ocuk hutbelerini tanitmay: amaglamak-
tadir. Calismada ortaya koyulan isim ve hedef kitle arasindaki iligki {izerinde durulmus, metinlerin

hazirlanma teknikleri hakkinda bilgi verilmis ve ¢ocuk edebiyatindaki yeri {izerinde durulmustur.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Hutbe, cocuk, edebiyat, imam hatip ortaokullari, cuma namazi.

* % %
Introduction:

In education it’s important to take advantage of new chances. It's possi-
ble to say that changes in educational system uncovers new opportunities. Fol-
lowing the re-opening of Imam Hatip Secondary Schools in 2012 Jum’a prayers
are widely started to be performed in school mosques and masjids. During the-
se prayers khutbah texts prepared by Presidency of Religious Affairs have been

read. We know that these texts are prepared carefully and seriously with a great

* Asst. Prof. Dr,, Istanbul University Faculty of Theology, Religious Education Department.
Yrd. Dog. Dr., Istanbul Universitesi Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi, Din Egitimi Ana Bilim Dali.
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effort and study. But they are far from the needs and understanding of our tar-
get group.! By our talks with teachers and administrators and by the means of
our self-observation, we have witnessed that the students talk and don’t listen
to the preacher during the khutbah, they deal with some other things. And it’s
possible to hear murmurs rising from the group. These gestures have made us
think that the level of khutbah texts prepared by Presidency of Religious Affairs
are not suitable for the children listening to it. Because of these facts preparing
khutbah texts for children seems to be a great educational need. And these ma-
terials are important in terms of “children’s literature”. In this paper we will
discuss the literal importance of children’s khutbah. Beginning from its name

and including its place in children’s literature.

When we start to talk about “children’s literature”, firstly we must ex-
plain the words that create the term. We come across with two basic concepts;
“child” and “literature”. With this paper we aim to add another concept dealing
with Islamic culture and rituals known as “khutbah”. Khutbah itself is not a
new concept because it has been used since the age of Prophet Mohammad
(p-b.h.). But establishing a correlation between “children’s literature” and

“khutbah” will be a new approach.

1 There are numerous studies about the theme of the khutbas and their educational values such as:
Mehmet Suna, Giiniimiiz Cuma Hutbelerinin Toplumu EZitmedeki Etkileri (Yayimlanmamis Yiiksek
Lisans Tezi), Selcuk Universitesi, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii, Konya, 1996, Muhammet Doner,
Yaygin Din Egitiminde Hutbelerin Rolii (Yayimlanmamus Yiiksek Lisans Tezi), Uludag Universitesi
Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii, Bursa, 2004; Kasim Kocaman, Dini Heti§imde Hutbe, (Yayimlanmamis
Yiiksek Lisans Tezi), Sakarya Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii, 2006; Yunus Emre Gordiik,
Yaygin Din Egitiminde Hutbeler (Yayimlanmamis Yiiksek Lisans Tezi), Harran Universitesi
Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii, Sanhurfa, 2000; Hiiseyin Kaygm, Islam Yokus, Yasam Boyu degerler
Egitimi Kurumlar1 Olarak Camiler: “Hutbelerde Degerler Egitimi”, International Journal of Science
Culture and Sports (IntJSCS), issue 4, 2015; Siikrii Keyifli, “Cami 1<;i Din Egitimi ve Ueti§imi Stireci
Olarak Hutbeler”, Ekev Akademi Dergisi, .17, 2013; Zekiye Demir, “Diyanet Hutbelerinde Kadin
Soylemi (2001-2011)”, Toplum Bilimleri Dergisi, c.7, s.14, 2013; Zeki Salih Zengin, “Osmanlilar D6-
neminde yaygin Din Egitimi Faaliyeti Olarak Hutbeler”, Cukurova Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler En-
stitiisii Dergisi, .17, 5.1, 2008; Halise Kader Zengin, “Son Dénem Cumhuriyet Hutbelerinin 1gerik
Analizi (2003-2011 Yillar1 Arast)”, Yaygin Din Egitimi Sempozyumu (30 Mart-01 Nisan 2012), C. 11,
Diyanet Isleri Bagkanhg1 Yaymlari, Ankara, 2013.
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Who is Child?

The first question we must answer is, “Who is a child?”. As we said the
concept of “children’s khutbah” is thought for secondary school students. So we
will have an age interval. The concept of “child” will be examined due to this
interval. Students generally start secondary school at the age of 11 and graduate
at the age of 14. We can take the starting age one year earlier for some students,
and finishing age one year later for some students. So our age interval can be
thought as 10-15 years. Here we come across with another question: “Can we
call a student of that age interval as a “child”? In legal terms the word “child”
can be defined as: “The young human below the legal age of majority.”? The
term “majority” means: “The age at which a person is legally a full adult, usual-
ly either 18 or 21.”% United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child de-
fines “child” similarly: “Every human being below the age of eighteen years.”*
In Turkish Civil Code age of majority also stated as eighteen years. But with an
addition: “An infant completing the age of fifteen may become adult by his/her
own will or under parent’s consent subject to court decision.”® Fifteen is the
limit of our age interval. Even if majority takes place at the age of fifteen it will
not disturb our target group. Basing on these information we can state that gen-
erally the age of majority is considered as eighteen. A person below this age is

legally a child.

With a biological approach the word “child” can be defined as, “A
young human being below the age of puberty”® or “A person between birth and
puberty.”” So puberty is biologically a frontier between infancy and adulthood.
But this process takes time. It's not a sharp distinction. And the age of puberty

changes according to person and gender. It is said that the process of puberty

2 http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/child. Retrieved (01.02.2016).

3 http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/majority#majority__2. Retrieved
(01.02.2016).

4 Article 1, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx, Retrieved (01.02.2016);
http://www.unicef.org/crc/files/Rights_overview.pdf. Retrieved (01.02.2016).

5 Articles 11-12, https://www.tbmm.gov.tr/kanunlar/k4721.html. Retrieved (01.02.2016).

¢ http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/child. Retrieved (01.02.2016).

7 “Child”, American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publish-
ing Company, 2011. http://www.thefreedictionary.com/child. Retrieved (01.01.2016).

111



112

Istanbul Universitesi [lahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 32, 2015

lasts approximately three or four years.® To gain knowledge on the age of pu-
berty we can examine some researches. In a research covering 507 female 4155
male subjects prepared in 1941, the average age of puberty is determined as
fourteen. In this report the minimum age of puberty in females appears as 10
years and maximum is 18 years. In males minimum age is 9 and maximum is 19
years.’ In another research made in 1998 with female subjects, puberty starting
age is determined as 11.4.1° In an expertise thesis in medicine a research on 1562
female and 1749 male students was made in 2006. In this research average year
for females come in view as 13 and for males 14." In another report puberty
after age 13 in females and 14 in males is determined as delayed puberty.!?
When we examine the studies we see that there are three stages of puberty:
starting stage (ages 12-14), middle stage (15-18), latent puberty (from 18 years
up to identity formation).”* As we said before the transition does not occur in a
sharp way. So we can conclude that the students in our age interval locates at
the starting level of puberty and in a transformation between childhood and

adolescence therefore it is probable to qualify them biologically as “child”.

After legal and biological approaches finally we will have a look to the
concept of “child” from psychosocial perpective. In this field Erik H. Erikson is
an important figure. Due to Erikson’s “eight ages of man” our target group lo-
cates between two stages. “Industry vs. inferiority” and “identity vs. role confu-
sion”'. The ages related with these stages are stated as follows, industry vs.

inferiority covers six to eleven years, identity vs. role confusion covers twelve to

¢ Funda Kurt, Denizli llinde ilkégretim Cagindaki Cocuklarda Puberte Evrelerinin Yaslara Gore Dagilim: ve
Puberteyi Etkileyen Faktrler, Pamukkale Universitesi Tip Fakiiltesi Cocuk Sagligi ve Hastaliklari
Ana Bilim Dali, unpublished expertise thesis in medicine, Denizli, 2006, s.28.

s Ibrahim Isiklar, “Tiirk Cocuklarmin Bulug Yast Uzerinde Arastirmalar”, Ankara Universitesi Dil ve
Tarih-Cografya Fakiiltesi Antropoloji ve Etnoloji Enstitiisii, Birinci Cografya Kongresi, Istanbul, 1941.

1 Saadet Akarsu, A.Denizmen Aygiin, Hiiseyin Giiveng, Kenan Kocabay, “Elazig'da Dogu Anadolu
Kiz Cocuklarimin Pubertal Gelisimi”, Tiirkiye Klinikleri Journal of Case Reports, v. 16, i. 1, 1998.
http://www .turkiyeklinikleri.com/article/en-elazigda-dogu-anadolu-kiz-cocuklarinin-pubertal-
gelisimi-51493.html. Retrieved (01.01.2016).

1 Funda Kurt, ibid., s.101.

2 Omer Tarim, “Gecikmis Puberte”, Tiirkiye Klinikleri Journal of Pediatric Sciences, v. 9, i. 2, 2013.
http://www .turkiyeklinikleri.com/article/en-gecikmis-puberte-64942.html. Retrieved (01.02.2014).

1 Orhan Derman, “Ergenlerde Psikososyal Gelisim”, Istanbul Universitesi Cerrahpaga Tip Fakiiltesi
Siirekli Tip Egitimi Etkinlikleri, Adolesan Saghgt 11 Sempozyum Dizisi No:63, Mart 2008, p. 19-21.

1 Erik H. Erikson, Childhood and Society, Paladin Grafton Books, London, 1987, p.232-237.
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twenty years.'> Our target group locates especially in second one. But we must
think the effects of the first stage will continue. Because the passage between

stages are not sharp and precise.

What are the basic characteristics of these stages? Erikson says that in-
dustry vs. inferiority stage is an entrance to life. And this life is firstly the school
life. A student must learn to produce things. And by producing he can gain
recognition. The Student tastes the pleasure of work completion and develops a
feel of industry. The danger of this stage lies in a sense of inadequacy and infe-
riority. If he despairs about his skills at school and among his friends, he may be
discouraged and loses the hope of industrial association. Wider society, his par-
ents, teachers, maybe friends may admit him as himself with his capabilities
and help the student to understand his meaningful roles suitable to his skills.

Every man can succeed in a work. It is important to find the suitable task.'®

About identity vs. role confusion, Erikson states that, there is a physio-
logical revolution within the student at this stage. They are primarily concerned
with what they appear in the eyes of others then what they feel they are with
the question of how to connect the roles and skills gained earlier with occupa-
tional prototypes of the day. The danger of this stage is a role confusion. This is
based on a strong previous doubt about one’s sexual identity and inability to
settle an occupational identity. They try to identify themselves by participating
crowds and cliques. They display some gestures according to the demand of
mores. The student in this stage evolves an ideological mind, passes through the
morality learned by the child to the ethics to be developed by the adult. So they
confront the problems of ideology and aristocracy. They assign themselves hu-
man ideals. From the figures that they think are successful.’” It's important to
confront right ideal figures to the student at this stage. Also childhood can be
dissected into three terms: First childhood (2-6 years), second childhood (6-12

5 Faruk Karaca, Dini Gelisim Teorileri, Degerler Egitimi Merkezi Yayinlari, Istanbul 2007, p-108-109.
16 Erik H. Erikson, ibid, p.232-234.
17 Erik H. Erikson, ibid, p.234-237.
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years), last childhood (12-15 years).!® Due to this segmentation our target group
locates at the last term of childhood.

Definition of Children’s Literature

After specifying our target group as “child”, now how can we define
children’s literature? In Britannica “literature” is described as: “The body of
written works.”?® And “children’s literature” is described as: “The body of writ-
ten works and accompanying illustrations produced in order to entertain or
instruct young people. The genre encompasses a wide range of works, includ-
ing acknowledged classics of world literature, picture books and easy-to-read
stories written exclusively for children, and fairy tales, lullabies, fables, folk
songs, and other primarily orally transmitted materials.”?* Another definition is:
“General name of the works that is suitable to the language evolution and un-
derstanding of the children which improves children’s emotional and reasonal
capacity with an artistic quality of language, writing, and drawing.”?! In Ency-
clopedia of Islam the concept of literature is defined as: “The name of the total
literal works of a region, nation, school of arts and literature.”?> Mustafa Ruhi
Sirin states that children’s literature is a childish literature convenient to their
growth and development level, imagination, feelings, thinking, sensitivity and
tastes, sustaining a funny education.?? A. Ferhan Oguzkan in Dictionary of Edu-
cational Terms propounds these definitions: “Written works that have an artis-
tic quality and are produced by qualified authors for children.”, “A written
works field that includes the publications that the children can benefit.”?* Sedat
Sever says that, children’s literature is the general name of the publications that
is suitable to children’s language improvement and understanding which aims

to enrich the liking levels of children with artistic language and drawing in a

8 Enise Kantemir, “Cocuk Kitaplar1 Sorunu”, Ankara Universitesi Egitim Bilimleri Fakiiltesi Dergisi,
v.12,1.1-4, p.193.

1 http://www britannica.com/art/literature. Retrieved (10.02.2016.)

% http://www britannica.com/art/childrens-literature. Retrieved (02.02.2016).

2 Cocuk Edebiyatina Girig, Milli Egitim Bakanlhig1, Ankara 2013, p.4.

2 M. Orhan Okay, “Edebiyat”, Diyanet Isleri Baskanhg: Islim Ansiklopedisi, v.10, p.395.

»  Mustafa Ruhi Sirin, 99 Soruda Cocuk Edebiyat:, Cocuk Vakfi1 Yayinlari, Istanbul 2000, p9.

#  A. Ferhan Oguzkan, “Cocuk Edebiyat1”, Egitim Terimleri Sozliigii, Ankara Universitesi Basimevi,
Ankara 1981.
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stage of life starting from early childhood and including puberty.”?> So we can
generally say that children’s literature is the written works convenient to under-
standing of children. Also there are oral works of literature like epic stories be-
fore the discovery of scripture.? So we can add oral literal works besides writ-
ten works. And our definition will form like that: “The written and oral works
convenient to understanding of children.” And due to Sedat Sever’s definition
our target group can be determined as a subject of children’s education. Also we
can add that a publication in children’s literature must be in a quality that can
be read by grown ups.?”” So the junction between literature for adults and for
children is not so clear. A good work will be enjoyed by adults and children.
The main goal is to catch the needs of children, to catch the lingual and concep-
tual development of children. So being simple or being funny must not be de-
termined as the main goal. Mustafa Ruhi Sirin states the main objectives of
Children’s literature as follows: 1. To fulfill child’s spiritual needs. 2. To take
into account the specific interests of child that changes according to age. 3. To
take care of child’s language development. 4. To help child’s perceptual devel-
opment. 5. To take into account the social and sensational development of child.
6. To support mental development. 7. To gain child first love of books and lit-
eral and aesthetic values. 8. To prepare a medium for a good identity develop-
ment. 9. To inform child about the facts of daily life. 10. To evoke child’s crea-
tive imagination. 11. To improve child’s ability of listening. 12. To teach child
that book is a source of fun and knowledge. 13. To give a child a “good book”
consciousness. 14. To introduce genres of children’s literature to child with
good examples. 15. To meet child with good examples of illustration and physi-
cal book qualities. 16. To offer child books that reflect assorted subjects and
terms. 17. To introduce a child from the age of two the publications that are
suitable to his age group in terms of content, illustration and physical proper-

ties.?

% Sedat Sever, Cocuk ve Edebiyat, Kok Yayincilik, Ankara 2003.

% M. Orhan Okay, ibid, p.395.

¥ Mustafa Ruhi Sirin, ibid, p.31; Charlotte Zholotow, “Defining a Good Children’s Book”, Children’s
Literature Theory into Practice, Ed. Charlotte S. Huck, 1982, p.263.

% Mustafa Ruhi Sirin, ibid, p.43-44.
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Connection of Children’s Khutbah with Children’s Literature

After this definition we can discuss about the term “children’s khutbah.”
Can we define this work as a literal product? Firstly we must give a brief infor-
mation about “khutbah”. Khutbah is defined as “A speech given to a crowd in
practice of some prayers and religious ceremonies especially friday and feast
prayers.”? Also it is defined as “ a religious speech that consists of introduction
and sermon parts given to a crowd by authorized speakers in certain places and
times.”3 With these definitions we can say that, khutbah is a religious speech
that is given in prayers. In our work we will talk about khutbah in friday pray-
ers. Khutbah itself is not a prayer. But it completes a prayer. Without khutbah
Friday prayer will not be complete. In Quran Allah says; “O you who have be-
lieved, when (the adhan) is called for the prayer on the day of Jumu'ah (Friday),
then proceed to the remembrance of Allah and leave trade. That is better for
you, if you only knew.”? In this verse the word translated as “remembrance” is
originally “zikr (dhikr)”, scholars of figh (Islamic law) commented this word as
khutbah. Prophet Muhammad (p.b.h.) said “Pray as you see me pray.”? With
the comment of the verse and with the command of The Prophet (p.b.h.) it is

stated that khutbah is a compulsory activity (farz) of friday prayer.®

Friday prayer is a specific prayer only can be performed on fridays. And
cannot be prayed singularly. In friday prayers firstly sunnah prayer is per-
formed singularly. An inner adhan follows the sunnah prayer. After adhan
leader of the prayer climbs to a higher place named “minbar”, and gives khut-
bah there. After khutbah, farz of the prayer is performed together. Following
the farz, the crowd pray last sunnah singularly. With the last sunnah friday
prayer is completed. This is the famous praying style in Turkey. But only pray-
ing farz and giving khutbah will be enough for the completion of the prayer
technically.

»  Mustafa Baktir, “Hutbe”, Isldm Ansiklopedisi, Diyanet 1§leri Baskanlig1 Yayinlari, v.18, p. 425.

% ismail Liitfi Cakan, Dini Hitabet Cesitleri ilkeleri Ornekleri, Marmara Universitesi ilahiyat Fakiiltesi
Vakfi Yayinlari, Istanbul 2011, p17.

31 Jumu’ah, 62/9.

%2 Bukhari, Adhan, 18.

¥ Mustafa Baktir, ibid, p.425.
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As we said before children with their teachers are praying friday prayers
inside the school building or in mosques and masjids of school. In group pray-
ers one person is needed to lead the prayer according to Islamic rules. This per-
son is called “imam”. And imam must be male and adult.* Because of this rule
friday prayers are leaded by teachers for the reason that students in secondary
school are not adults yet. Also khutbah texts are read by teachers. So this fact
leaded us to write our khutbah texts from the mouth of a teacher to adress chil-
dren. These Khutbah texts are didactic in form. And takes maximum five
minutes to read. Didactic writing is hard to organise. The hard point is not to
bore children and to awake and collect the minds on the teacher when he is
speaking. This hardness is intensified by the length of the text. It must not ex-
ceed one page. When you start telling a story or when you start writing an in-
troduction one page finishes suddenly. In order to be effective, text must be
attractive, sensitive, and informative. And it must contain verses from The Holy
Quran and sayings of Prophet Muhammad (p.b.h.). So entering to the subject,
developing the idea and reaching a result in one page, and while doing this not
to bore children with a didactic speech was a really big problem. In order to
overcome this problem. We preferred to choose problems from the life of the
students and to illustrate them with examples from their very life. And we ex-
pressed on the feelings at these examples. For example, when we want to talk
about “sharing with friends” we present a common example; “Think yourself in
an important exam, while you are writing you realize that the lead of your pen-
cil is finished. You look your pencil box, your pockets but you can’t find lead to
use in your pencil. What do you feel? You know the answers but you can’t
write... At this point without demanding you see one of your friends handing a
lead to you. What do you feel?...” with this kind of introduction we add verses
from Quran and examples from the life of The Prophet (p.b.h.) and finally with
an instructional sentence we finish the text. In introduction part we sometimes
use short and effective stories. We used children’s khutbah texts in three schools
in 2014-2015 academic year for a one year period. During this practice according

to the observation of the teachers and administrators we succeeded to make the

# M. Akif Aydin, “Imamet”, [slim Ansiklopedisi, Diyanet isleri Baskanhg1 Yaymnlari, v.22, p. 206.
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students listen to the speaker. And also teachers realised that after prayer when
they ask students about the main theme of khutbah most of them can answer
correctly but about the effectiveness of the texts and their educational value we
don't have an academic data, a research must be done on this subject. This can

be discussed in another paper.
Works Similar to Children’s Khutbah

Finally we will talk about if there exists any works made before, related
with children’s khutbah. We must admit that khutbah is not a new genre. As we
said before it is given since the period of The Prophet Muhammad (p.b.h.).
There are many speeches given and texts written in the form of khutbah. Also
we have the texts of some of the khutbah given by The Prophet Muhammad
(p-b.h.). But giving or writing texts of khutbah to a homogeneous group of chil-
dren is a new approach. As far as we are concerned our work is the first study
in this genre. When we look at the studies made in this field it obvious that this
kind of work hasn’t been done in Turkish before. There are poems, stories, fa-
bles, novels, memorials, encyclopedias, riddles, stage plays, magazines, draw-
ing and painting books, comic books, songs but there exist no khutbah books for
children as a genre in Turkish children’s literature.?> In Turkish children’s litera-
ture there are didactic works done for children. For example the Nabi's “Hay-
riyye (hayriyyah)” and Siimbiilzade Vehbi’s “liifiyye (lutfiyyah)” are consid-
ered to be among the first books for children in Turkish Literature. Both Nabi
and Siimbiilzade Vehbi wrote these books to give advice to their sons. These
books are in verse studies.’® They are didactic in form but different from our

work. And also it is said that their linguistic level is not suitable for children’s

% Hiuseyin Altinkaya, Tiirk Cocuk Edebiyat: Kaynakcasi, Ankara Universitesi Cocuk ve Genglik Edebi-
yat1 Uygulama ve Arastirma Merkezi, Ankara, 2012; Selquk Cikla, “Tanzimattan Giiniimiize Co-
cuk Edebiyat1 ve Bazi Oneriler”, Hece Aylik Edebiyat Dergisi, i. 104-105, 2005; Selim Eren, “Cocuk
Merkezli Yayin Ornekleri”, Altioluk Dergisi, i.100, 1994, p.38.

% Nazire Erbay, “Hayriyye-i Nabi, Lutfiyye ve Telemak Ayni Yiizyillarin Farkli Kiiltiirlerinden
Cocuklara Ortak Nasihatler”, A. . Tiirkiyat Aragtirmalart Enstitiisii Dergisi, i.51, p.171-185, Erzu-
rum 2014; Erdogan Uludag, “Cocuk edebiyat: ve Klasik Dénem Orneginde Nabi'nin Hayriyye'si”,
Turkish Studies International Periodical Fort he Languages , Literature, and History or Turkish or Turkic,
v.4 2009; Hasan Sener, “Hayriyye-i Nabi’'de Aktarilan Degerler”, Turkish Studies International Perio-
dical Fort he Languages , Literature, and History or Turkish or Turkic, v.8, 2013.
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understanding so it is not probable to be included by children’s literature.’” In
Turkish children’s literature, many story and poem books are written but in
terms of genre they are not similar to our field.*® We can claim that “Cocuklara
ogﬁtlerim (advices for children)” of Kazim Karabekir is the most similar work
to our subject.® In this book Karabekir wrote advices for children in a didactic
form due to the needs of his period. For example the importance of using ma-
chines, or importance of health, good manners of eating etc. Every Fridays after
prayer Karabekir makes children to act a play and to read an advice in town
square in Erzurum. The group after Friday prayer comes and watches the per-
formance of the kids.* Karabekir makes his texts read after Friday prayer. His
work has a connection with fridays as our work. Also from this point the work
of Karabekir resembles our subject. But we must express that khutbah has a
specific style different from the advices of Karabekir. Khutbah texts have a reli-
gious approach. Verses from The Holy Quran and sayings of Prophet (p.b.h.) is
given in the text. Its presentation characteristics are totally different, it is pre-
sented in a mosque or masjid as a part of a prayer. So the valuable work of Kar-

abekir will not disturb the originality of our work.

It is possible to find similar works in Christian culture. These works are
sermons written for children to use as a material in Christian religious educa-
tion. As we said before khutbah is a specific genre related with Islam and it is
different from a sermon. Sermon can be longer and can include more examples
and more ideas. There are many books*! and internet sites* in various names on

child sermons. These sermons are generally used in Sunday schools at churches.

¥ Meral Alpay, “Tiirk Cocuk Edebiyat1”, Giineydogu Avrupa Arastirmalari Dernegi, 1980, i.8-9, p. 167-
191

% Adem Caliskan, “Islami Cocuk Edebiyat1”, Ondokuz Mayis Universitesi ilahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi,
.12, 2001.

% Kazim Karabekir, Cocuklara égii tlerim, Istanbul, Emre Yaymnlari, 1995.

#©  Mustafa [smail Bagdatl, “Kazim Karabekir'in Uygulamalarinda Yasayarak Ogrenme ve Egitici
Drama”, [stanbul Universitesi ilahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi, .23, Istanbul, 2010.

4 Deborah Raney, Vicky Miller, Children’s Sermons To Go: 52 Take Home Lessons about God, Abingdon
Press, Nashville, 1998; Madison Schacht, Darlene Schacht, Busy Books Sermon Notes For Kids 8-12,
Time-Warp Wife Ministries, Manitoba, 2016; Carol A. Wehrheim, Feasting on The Word Children’s
Sermons for Year C, Westminister John Knox Press, Louiseville, Kentucky, 2015; Philip D. Schroed-
er, Children’s Sermons for the Revised Common Lectionary Year C Using the 5 Senses to Tell God’s Story,
Abingdon Press, Nashville, 1997; Wesley T. Runk, The Giant Book of Children’s Sermons Matthew to
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Conclusion

As a result we can say that, the term “children’s khutbah” can be used
for the khutbah texts prepared for the students in imam hatip secondary
schools. Because their legal, biologic, psychosocial development is suitable to be
determined as “child”. When we analyse the definitions and features of chil-
dren’s literature it seems possible to entitle children’s khutbah as a genre of
children’s literature. And when we search the works done on this field up to
now it is possible to say that a work on this subject has never been done. So we
can claim that “children’s khutbah” is an original and authentic work in chil-
dren’s literature. A research on the educational value and effectiveness of this
work will be an important contribution for academic studies. This research can

be the subject of another paper.

Revelation 260 Children’s Object Lessons, CSS Publishing Company Inc., Ohio, 2003; Thomas Evald,
Five-Minute Sermons for Children 56 Invitations to Grow in Grace, Canon-Dellosa Publishing Compa-
ny Inc., 2004; Janet S. Helme, The Children’s Sermon Moments with God, Chalice Press, Danvers,
2010; Louis Paul Lehman, Five-Minute Talks for Sunday School Leaders, 1960.

2 http://www.sermons4kids.com/, http://childrensermons.com,
http://www.childrenssermonsonline.net/, http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/by-
topic/children, http://ministry-to-children.com/more-free-kids-sermons/,
http://www .sundaychildrensfocus.com/. Retrieved (26.01.2016).
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Supplements:

Samples of Children’s Khutbah:
Khutbah 1: Sharing

Precious students,

We generally encounter some troubled moments in adventure films, in
computer games, and in memories of our elders. Let’s imagine a movie scene; a
hero escapes to save his life while being followed by monsters. During this
chase suddenly the road finishes with a cliff. Our hero stands between monsters
and cliff. If he jumps from the cliff, its so high that no chance to rescue. If he
turns back, monsters seems to have no mercy. At this moment a helicopter rises
from the cliff and saves our hero. What do you think he feels at this moment?

Or while watching this scene what do we feel?
Happiness and comfort isn’t it?

Our Prophet (p.b.h) says on this subject: “The man who solves one prob-
lem of a muslim in lifetime, Allah solves one problem of him in doomsday. Al-

lah helps a person as long as he helps his brother.”4

We should know that we can become a hero in the eyes of our friend by
solving one of his problems, as the man in the scene who rescues his friend with
helicopter. Helping a friend makes us valuable. Maybe because of this value
Allah establishes a connection between his help and our helping to others. He

wants to form a social solidarity.

We should state that helping is not only for poor people. We can have
friends who are in a better financial situation. But maybe he forgot his money at

home. Sharing our food with him will give great happiness to us and to him.
Precious students,

Everything in life is mutual. Love occurs by giving, not taking.
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Do you like the one who takes a pencil from you or the one who gives a

pencil to you? We like the one who gives isn't it?

If we want to be loved we must give from the materials which are given
by Allah to us. By sharing we will realize that our life will flourish and we will

experience a more tasteful life that we didn’t feel before.

Let’s be in solidarity, unity and cooperation throughout our lives, let's
not forget that it passes through loving each other. We must not forget to re-

member that loving is based on sharing.

Let’s share the blessings of Jum’a in unity...

X%k

Khutbah 2: Doing Favour in A Good Way
Dear students,

In a rainy day a man walks in a street with his umbrella. He comes
across with a friend who doesn’t have an umbrella. He walks up to him and
shelters him from getting wet. They walk for a while and leave each other. After
some time two friends come across again. The one who does favor reminds the
other: “Do you remember the rainy day, if I didn’t help you, you would get
wet.”. The man nods and says “yes...”. The man who did the favour starts to
remind this every time they encounter. One day they come across at the beach
again. The man who did the favour starts to talk about his favour again. Sud-
denly other man jumps to the sea and say: I got wet.... So no need to remind

this again.”
What do you feel in a situation like this?
Precious friends,

In this story we point out the negative effect of sayings that make our
friends feel uncomfortable, being in debt, and hurts like, “I helped you”, “I gave

you my pencil, my eraser, my food...” etc.
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Dear young people,

Our creator says on this subject: “Those who spend their wealth in the
way of Allah and then do not follow up what they have spent with reminders
[of it] or [other] injury will have their reward with their Lord, and there will be

no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve.”4

Our Prophet (p.b.h.) said: “There are three groups of people that Allah
don’t speak with them, don’t look at their face and don’t help them in dooms-
day. And there is a painful torment for them.” And repeated this sentence three
times. Ebu Zerr one of the people with him asked: “O the messenger of Allah
who are they? I think they are in frustration and deprivation.” Prophet (p.b.h.)
answered: “The one who his wears his dress with arrogance, who follow up
what he has done with reminders, who tries to sell his goods with a high price

by forswearing.”+
Precious young people,

Reminding what we have done to other people will turn our good works
to sins. We must think that some day we can need a helping hand. The advice of
our ancestors also points out this subject: “Do a favour and throw it to sea, if the

fishes don’t realize our creator will realize it.”

Our Friday be blessed, with a wish to do our favors in a good way by

preserving our good deeds.

X%k

Khutbah 3: The Destination of Our Efforts Should Be True
Precious students,

I think you’ve experienced this... In the morning you get up earlier then
your parents or elders, and prepare breakfast. Or you organize your room

without warning of your elders. Or you give a hand to your friend before he

#  Baqarah, 2/262.
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v u

wants you to help. In these times you hear the sentences, “thank you.”, “may

”ou

Allah forgive you.”, “well done.” These words makes us so happy don’t they?

We do something and get the response. If we act in good way we get

thanks. If we act in unsuitable way we can hear bad words.
Yes friends,

In every stage of life this goes on. We spent time, energy, effort to do
something. It's important to canalize our efforts to a true destination. Our

prophet (p.b.h.) showed us true paths with his life.

Before examination if we study to the subjects that the teacher didn’t tell

can we succeed? Can we get a good mark by saying: “teacher I studied a lot”?

Of course not... The result will be a bad mark... If we don’t do true

works the effort that we spent will be in vain and wasted.

Our creator points out this fact in Qur’an: “And that there is not for man
except that [good] for which he strives. And that his effort is going to be seen.

Then he will be recompensed for it with the fullest recompense.”

Let’s work, endeavor, but all our efforts be in the way of Allah and The
Prophet (p.b.h.). The successes apart from this destination will be in vain and

sometimes will be evil.

For example, think of a thief who breaks into most protected buildings,
who opens the doors that other thieves can’t, who can steal precious goods from
different places. Can you imagine somebody saying “well done” to this kind of
person or awarding him? He can be qualified in his work, but the work he is
doing is not true. When police catches him he will be sentenced to jail. And the

effort to gain this qualification will be in vain.
Dear students,

To determine our destination, our elders, teachers are ready to help us.

Let’s demand help in planning our works. Let’s walk in path they pointed us

% Najm, 53/39-41.
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and not waste our efforts. Let’s explore our self-qualities and use them in sake
of Allah.

We should be aware of the importance of student clubs in the school.

Let’s share our thougths and ideas with our teachers.

I wish a blessed Jum’a by wishing you to walk to future in a sturdy

manner by improving our school, and producing good works.

*k K
Original Khutbah Texts in Turkish:
Hutbe 1: Paylasmak
Kiymetli 6grenciler,

Seyrettigimiz macera filmlerinde, oynadigimiz bilgisayar oyunlarinda,
biiyiiklerimizin hatiralarinda bir takim sikintili anlara ¢okga rastlamisizdir. Bir
film sahnesi hayal edelim; arkasindan canavarlarin kovaladig: bir film kahra-
mani can havli ile kosarken bir bakiyor yol bitmis 6nii derin bir ucurum atlasa
kurtulusu miimkiin degil, arkadan gelen canavarlarin zaten merhameti yok iki
tarafa da gidemiyor. Tam bu sirada ucurum tarafindan yiikselen bir helikopter-
le arkadas: gelip kahramanimiz1 kurtariyor. Ne hisseder acaba? Veya bizler bu

sahneyi seyrederken neler hissederiz?
Mutluluk ve rahatlama degil mi?

Peygamber Efendimiz (s.a.v.) bu konu ile alakali séyle buyurmustur:
"Kim bir Miisliimanin diinya sikintilarindan birini giderirse, Allah da kiyamet
glinli onun sikintilarindan birini giderir. Kul kardeginin yardiminda oldugu

siirece Allah da onun yardimcisi olur."

Herhangi bir sikintisini gidererek yardimcr oldugumuz arkadasimizin
goziinde tipki az once kurguladigimiz sahnede arkadasmnin hayatini kurtaran
kahraman gibi oldugumuzu bilelim. Yardimc olmanin, arkadasimizi bir

sikintidan kurtarmanin bizim degerimizi arttirdiginin farkinda olalim. Belki de

4 Buhari, Mezalim, 3.
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bu degerden dolay1 Rabbimiz kendi yardimini bizim arkadaslarimiza yardimci
olmamiza bagliyor. Toplumsal dayanisma ve yardimlasmanin olusmasini isti-

yor.

Tabi sunu da belirtmek gerekir ki yardim sadece fakirlere yapilmaz.
Aramizda maddi durumu iyi olan arkadaslarimiz vardir. Belki o giin har¢higim
evinde unutmustur, yiyecegimizi onunla paylasmak ona ve bize mutluluk vere-

cektir.
Kiymetli 6grenciler,
Hayatta her sey karsiliklidir. Sevgi almakla degil vermekle olusur.

Elinizdeki kalemi alan kisiyi mi seversiniz size bir kalem hediye edeni

mi? Bize bir ikramda bulunani daha ¢ok severiz degil mi?

Sevilmek istiyorsak Rabbimizin bize verdiklerinden cevremizdekilere
vererek paylasalim. Paylastigimiz zaman hayatimizin daha da giizellestigini

fark edecek, daha once tatmadigimiz pek ¢ok zevki bu sekilde elde edecegiz.

Hayatimiz boyunca dayanisma, birlik, beraberlik iginde olalim bunun
yolunun da birbirimizi sevmekten gectigini unutmayalim. Sevmenin de pay-

lasmak iizerine kurulu oldugunu hatirnmizdan ¢ikarmayalim.

Cuma’nin bereketini hep birlikte paylasmak temennisi ile...
*K K
Hutbe 2: Tyiligi Giizel Yapmak
Sevgili 6grenciler!
Yagmurlu bir giinde bir adam semsiyesi ile yiiriirken semsiyesi olma-
yan, 1slanan bir dostuna denk gelmis. Hemen yanina gitmis ve semsiyesini bu
dostuyla paylasmus. Islanmasini engellemis. Sonra da ayrilmiglar. Aradan bir

zaman gec¢mis iki dost yine karsilasmislar. iyilik yapan adam hemen hatirlatmis

ve demis ki; "Hatirliyor musun? Bir yagmura denk gelmistik ne ¢ok 1slanacaktin
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sahilde karsilasmis iyilik yapan tam yine yaptig: iyiligi basa kakacakken diger
kisi kendini denize ativermis ve demis ki; "Yeter arkadas! Islandim iste... Basa

kakip durma!”
Boyle bir durumda siz neler hissedersiniz acaba?
Degerli arkadaslar!

Bu hikayede, iyiligi basa kakmanin; “ben sana yardim etmistim”, “kale-
mimi, silgimi, ekmegimi, sana vermistim” gibi arkadaslarimizi, yakinlarimizi
bor¢lu hissettirecek, rahatsiz edecek, onlar1 rencide edecek ifadelerin ve dav-

raniglarin olumsuz etkisine, kotiiliigiine isaret ediliyor.
Sevgili gengler!
Yiice Rabbimiz bu konuda séyle buyurmaktadir;
“Mallarmi Allah yolunda harcayan, sonra da harcadiklarinin pesinden

(bunlar1) basa kakmayan ve goniil incitmeyenlerin Rableri katinda miikafatlar:

vardir. Onlar icin korku yoktur. Onlar iiziilmeyeceklerdir de.”*
Peygamber Efendimiz (s.a.v.) de soyle buyurmaktadir;

"Ug sinuf insan vardir ki kiyamet giinii Allah, onlarla konusmaz, yiizleri-
ne bakmaz, onlar1 temize ¢ikarmaz. Hem de onlar i¢in can yakici bir azap

vardir."

Restilullah (s.a.v.) 6nemini hissettirmek igin bu ciimleyi {i¢ kere tekrar-

lada.

Yaninda bulunanlardan EbG Zerr, “Ey Allah Resulii bunlar kimlerdir?
Tam bir hiisrana ve mahrumiyete ugramis olduklarini zannediyorum.” diye

sordu. Peygamberimiz (s.a.v.) de:

"Elbisesini kibirle yerlerde siiriiyen, yaptig: iyiligi basa kakan ve yalan
yere yemin ederek ticaret malini iyi bir fiyatla satmaya ¢alisandir" cevabini ver-

di.®

4 Bakara 2/262.
# Tirmizi, Biyd'5.
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Degerli gencler!

Tyiligi basa kakmak, iyilik yaptigimiz kisileri rahatsiz ederek minnet

altinda birakmak aslinda sevap olarak yaptigimiz isi glinaha gevirecektir.

Bir giin kendimizin de yardima muhtag olabilecegini, her insanin zorda

ve darda kalabilecegini aklimizdan ¢ikarmamamiz gerekir.

Atalarimizin “Tyilik et denize at, balik bilmezse Halik (yaraticimiz) bilir”

50zl bize karsilik beklemeden iyilik yapmay1 6giitlemektedir.

Tyiliklerimizi en iyi sekilde yapabilmek ve sevaplarimizi da en iyi sekilde

koruyabilmek temennisi ile Cumamiz miibarek olsun.
*K K
Hutbe 3: Calismalarimizin Hedefi Dogru Olmalidir
Kiymetli 6grenciler!

Mutlaka yasamissinizdir... Sabah biiyiiklerinizden 6nce uyanip kahvalti
sofrasini kurdugunuzda, odamizi size sdylenmeden topladigimizda, bir arka-
dasinizin ihtiyacini o daha size séylemeden fark edip giderdiginizde duydugu-
nuz “tesekkiir ederim”, “Allah razi olsun” yahut “aferin” ifadeleri bizleri ne

kadar ¢ok memnun eder degil mi?

Bir is yapariz ve karsiligini alinz. Yaptigimiz giizel isler karsiliginda te-

sekkiirler, aferinler... Kotii isler karsilifinda cezalar, azarlamalar, kirginliklar...
Evet arkadaslar!
Hayatin her doneminde bu siire¢ devam etmektedir.

Bir isi gerceklestirmek icin zaman harcariz, enerji harcariz, emek veririz,

biitiin bunlar1 dogru bir hedefe yonlendirmek 6nemlidir.

Sevgili Peygamberimiz Hz. Muhammed (s.a.v.) bu hedefleri kendi ya-

santisinda bizlere gostermistir.
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Imtihandan 6nce 6gretmenin sorumlu tuttugu yerlere degil de baska bo-
litmlere ¢alisarak basarili olabilir miyiz? ”Ogretmenim ben ¢ok calismistim!”

demek acaba bize fayda saglar m1?

Tabi ki hayir... Boyle yaparsak sonug, imtihandan zayif not almak ola-

caktir.

Dogru isleri yapmadigimiz siirece harcadigimiz emek bosa gidecek, israf

olacaktir.

Yiice Rabbimiz Kur'an-1 Kerim’de; “Insan icin ancak calistig1 vardir.
Siiphesiz onun ¢alismasi ileride goriilecektir. Sonra ¢alismasinin karsiligi kendi-

sine tastamam verilecektir.”* buyurarak dikkatimizi bu konu iizerine ¢ekmistir.

Calisalim, gayret edelim, fakat tiim gayretimiz Allah (c.c.) ve elcisi Hz.
Muhammed (s.a.v.)’in yolunda olsun. Bunun disindaki basarilarin bos hatta

yeri geldiginde kotii oldugunu bilelim.

Meseld, ¢cok maharetli, ustaca isini yapan, kimsenin giremedigi binalara
giren, kimsenin agamadig1 kapilar1 acan, kiymetli esyalar1 calabilen bir hirsiza
“aferin” denildigini 6diil verildigini duydunuz mu? Isini ne kadar iyi de yapsa,
yaptig1 is dogru olmadig icin yakalandiginda hapse atilacak ve bu ise harcadig:

emek ve zaman bosa gidecektir.
Degerli 6grenciler!

Hedeflerimizi belirlemede biiyiiklerimiz, Ogretmenlerimiz bizlere
yardima hazirlar. Yapacagimiz isleri, ¢alismalarimizi planlarken onlardan
yardim alalim. Gosterdikleri yoldan yiiriiyelim ve emegimizi israf etmeyelim.
Becerilerimizi kegfedelim ve gerektigi gibi Rabbimizin razi olacag: etkinlik ve

faaliyetlerde degerlendirelim.

Bu konuda okulumuzdaki kuliip calismalarmin énemli oldugunu bile-

lim, fikirlerimizi, diisiincelerimizi 6gretmenlerimize agalim.

50 Necm, 53/39-41.
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Arkadaglarimizla, 6gretmenlerimizle birlikte calisarak giizel isler iiret-
mek, okulumuzu gelistirmek ve gelecege emin adimlarla yiirtimek temennisi ile

hepinize hayirli Cumalar...
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Ozet:
Cocuk Edebiyatina Bir Katki Olarak “Cocuk Hutbeleri”

Calismada “Cocuk Hutbeleri” kavraminin gocuk edebiyatinda yeni bir tiir olarak tanitilmasi
amaglanmustir. 2012 yilinda yapilan diizenlemelerle imam hatip okullarinin orta kisimlari tekrar
acilmustir. Bu okullarda okuyan 6grenciler Cuma namazlarim gesitli sebeplerden dolay: okullarinda
bulunan mescidlerde yahut camilerde kilmaktadirlar. Cuma namazlar1 sirasinda okunan hutbeler
genellikle Diyanet sleri Bagkanligi'nin yaymnladigi hutbelerden segilmektedir. Bu hutbeler grencilerin
gelisim seviyelerine ve ilgilerine uygun degildir. Ogrencilerin seviyelerine uygun yazilacak hutbeler
hem ibadeti bir egitim firsatina ¢evirecek hem de 6grenciler dinleyeceginden dolay1 daha huzurlu bir
ibadet yapilmasina imkan verecektir. Dolayisiyla ¢ocuk hutbeleri énemli bir ihtiyag olarak karsimiza
¢gikmaktadir. “Cocuk hutbesi” kavramini temellendirirken ilk olarak “gocuk” kavrami tizerinde du-
rulmustur. imam hatip ortaokulu &grencilerinin gocuk olarak nitelenip nitelenemeyecegi tartisilmistir.
Gerek kanuni olarak 18 yas alti olmalarindan dolayi, gerekse psikososyal gelisim basamaklar:

agisindan “gocuk” olarak nitelenebilecegi neticesine ulasilmustir.

ikinci olarak “cocuk edebiyat1” kavrami tizerinde durulmustur. Cocuk edebiyat1 “Cocuklarin
anlayisma uygun olarak iiretilmis yazili ve sozlii tiriinler” olarak tanimlanmistir. Cocuk edebiyati
tanimlandiktan sonra “cocuk hutbeleri” ve “cocuk edebiyat1” iligkisi tizerinde durulmustur. Burada
“hutbe” ve “cocuk hutbesi” kavramlar: agiklanmis ve ¢ocuk hutbelerinin bir ¢ocuk edebiyat: {iriinii

olarak nitelenebilecegi sonucuna ulagilmistir.

Calismada son olarak ¢ocuk hutbelerinin orjinalligi iizerinde durulmustur. Daha 6nce benzer
calismalar yapilip yapilmadig incelenmis. Benzer goriilen ¢alismalar degerlendirilmistir. Bu kisimda
ozellikle Kazim Karabekir'in “Cocuklara Ogiitlerim” isimli galismast gocuk hutbelerine benzer bulun-
mustur. Icerik olarak benzese de yapi itibariyle metinlerin birbirinden farkli oldugu neticesine
ulasilmis ve daha 6nce 6rnegi bulunmayan 6zgiin bir ¢alisma olarak “gocuk hutbeleri” takdim edilmis-
tir. Benzer calismalarin Hiristiyan kiiltiirde var olduguna da temas edilmistir. “Child Sermons (gocuk
vaazlar)” seklinde kaleme alinmis ¢alismalardan bahsedilmistir. Hutbenin Islam dinine 6zel bir ibade-
tin pargast oldugu vurgulanmis ve bu sebeple Hiristiyan kiiltiirtinde yer alan ¢ocuk vaazlarindan
farklilk arz ettigi ve bu firiinlerin ¢ocuk hutbelerinin 6zgiinliigiine zarar vermedigi sonucuna

ulagilmugtir.



