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Abstract

Children are the capital of the nations most important in building a society based on generosity
and advancement. The importance of children is not limited to their being constituents of a he-
althy social life in the future. Rather, their role is to express patterns of a human nature free from
the impurities of hypocrisy, sophistication and pretense. Perhaps because of this we express
innocent emotions with the word - like a child -. One of the basic functions of literature is to
reflect human emotions as they are. That is why we can say that this job intersects with the child
and childhood, including the meanings of purity and innocence. Based on this, we find the image
of children in Arabic literature, both ancient and modern. In this research, we tried to shed light
on how some Arab poets dealt with the image of the child and childhood in their poems. And we
found some poets who use the image of the child as a mirror that reflects the image of worldly
life with its fluctuations and the speed of being affected by what happened to it and the like. And
another section of them considers the child as a means of simulating a loved one. Another cate-
gory makes the children's world a space for the expression of pessimistic emotions such as des-
pair, gloom, and an intense fear of death. Thus, our poets take the image of the child as a mirror
medium, as has been said previously.

Keywords: Arabic Language and rhetoric, Child, Childhood, Arabic poetry, Purity.
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Cocuklar, milletlerin ahlaki erdemler ve ilerlemeye dayali bir toplum insasinda mecbur olduklari
en 6nemi sermayeleridir. Cocuklarin bu 6nemi sadece, gelecekte saglam bir sosyal bliinyenin ya-
pitaslari olmalari ile sinirh kalmayip ayni zamanda gdsteris gibi yapmacik davranislardan uzak,
insan tabiatinin en duru ve saf duygularini yansitiyor olmalarinda kendini gdstermektedir. Belki
de bu ylizden masumane olusu ifade ederken -gocuk gibi- ifadesi kullanilmaktadir. Edebiyatin
temel gorevlerinden birisi beseri duygulari oldugu gibi yansitmaktir. Edebiyattan beklenen bu
vazife onun yolunun -saf duygularin tercimani olmasi itibariyle- gocuk ve gocukluk temasi ile
kesismesine sebep olmustur. Buna binaen ister klasik ister modern dénem olsun gocuk ve gocuk-
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luk temasinin Arap edebiyatinda siklikla 6rnekleri goriilmektedir. Bu galismada bazi Arap sairleri-
nin mezk(r iki temay: siirlerinde nasil ele aldiklarina dair tasviri bir inceleme yapilmistir. Gorul-
digu kadariyla bazi sairler gocuk motifini, diinyanin dedisken halleri ve musibetleri karsisinda
insanin duygusal agidan teessur altinda kalmasini yansitmak igin kullanmistir. Diger bir kismi ise
gocugun hallerine, sevgilinin tavirlarini tasvir etmek igin gazel temasinda yer vermistir. Bazilarina
gore ise gocukluk, 6lim korkusu, Umitsizlik, depresyon gibi karamsar ve kétiimser bir bakisla
hayatin nasil gérindGgini anlatan en uygun motiftir. Bunlar disinda daha pek gok sair, gocuk ve
cocuklugu hayatin bir yansimasi olarak ele almistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve edebiyati, Cocuk, Cocukluk, Arap siiri, Saflik.
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