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The present study aims to reveal the effect of the interaction established by international 
students with the host society during the period of their stay in Turkey on the acculturation 
attitudes. In this respect, the effect of intercultural communication on the acculturation 
attitudes of the students has been examined based on the Contact Hypothesis suggested by 
Gordon Allport (1954). The study data has been collected by using survey method, and 201 
international students studying in Kayseri has participated in the survey. Research data has 
been assessed by using the path analysis. The study results indicate that the communication 
established by the international students with the host has a decisive effect on integrity and 
assimilation attitudes which represent the complete or partial adoption of elements of the 
host culture. The results also indicate that the increase in the quantity of the communication 
established with the host society, and that the quality of the contact is more equalitarian, 
sincere, and cooperation-based, and that the contact established brings together a positive 
result have a positive effect on the acculturation attitudes of the international students.
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Extended Abstract 

We are witnessing an era where important developments in communication and transportation technologies 
are taking place, the world population is increasing rapidly, many countries are integrating into the globalization 
process, the number of student exchange programs is increasing significantly, and tourism opportunities are 
developing. At the same time, we are experiencing a period of increasing differences in terms of socio-economic 
development between countries and political, ethnic and religious conflicts resulting in collective violence in 
various parts of the world. In addition to having important impacts on the structures of societies, these 
developments are also attracting attention as the triggering elements of a number of different changes. The first 
and foremost of these changes is migration, which is defined as the temporary or permanent change of the 
geography where people are physically located. In addition to the elements similar to those in the historical process, 
the migration today is gradually increasing due to many different reasons such as education, sports or holidays. 
Especially with the globalization of industry, entertainment, education and leisure activities, the quantitative 
dimension of migration has reached a significant point. The most basic and at the same time the most important 
result of the migrations that change the ethnic, cultural and social structures of the countries is that they prepare 
the ground for the interaction of different ethnic and cultural identities. Arising necessarily as a result of migration, 
this situation is expressed by the concept of intercultural communication, which is defined as a transactional and 
symbolic process between people of different cultural systems. 

International students are among the most important actors of migration and intercultural communication. 
Building new social identities, learning new social norms, making sense of the life of the host society, mastering 
the cultural codes of society and internalizing them by international students during their stay in the host country 
are issues that are closely related to intercultural communication processes. Acculturation, on the other hand, is 
one of the most important outputs of the intercultural transition processes of students. 

The quality and quantity of the interaction established with the host communities significantly influence 
the processes of acculturation of immigrants, and therefore the students. One of the theories that best describes the 
interaction between these groups is the Contact Hypothesis. According to the contact hypothesis, if the interaction 
that takes place between the groups happens under certain conditions, it can produce positive results. According 
to the contact hypothesis, the equal status between groups or at least between individuals gathered from different 
groups is a must in order for the contact between groups to produce positive results. Secondly, the contact between 
the groups should require cooperation between these groups or offer common goals to both groups. Thirdly, the 
contact should be structured in such a way as to allow the development of close relations with the members of the 
group. Son olarak In other words, the politicians, managers 
and opinion leaders who shape the society should support the contact between the groups or design the rules and 
laws in a way that supports this contact  (Allport, 1954).This study aims to reveal the influence of Contact 
Hypothesis variables on the cultural attitudes of international students. A survey technique with a quantitative 
research pattern was applied in order to test the research model created for this purpose. 

The sample of the study consists of 201 out of 2390 international students studying at three state universities 

study were distributed to 41 different countries, primarily Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, Syria, Iraq and Turkmenistan. 

The results of the study have proven the research model created for determining the relationship between 
the Contact Hypothesis and the attitudes towards acculturation. It has been observed that the interaction with the 
host society, which has been studied in the context of the Contact Hypothesis, directly affects the positive attitudes 
of international students towards the elements belonging to the host culture. In particular, the impact of integration, 
which is an indicator of having a multicultural understanding, on intercultural communication at a significant level 
supports the main argument of the study. Therefore, it can be expressed that; increasing the quantity and quality 
of the contact established with the host community, having positive contact results, having friends from the host 
community and spending longer time with them leads to a higher level of adoption of the codes of the host culture.  
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3  -,183** ,189** 1         
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