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Rey Selcuklu Mihrabi Algi Kitidbe ve Siislemeleri**

Oz

Farsca arastirmalarda “Iran Sanatinin Ronesansi” olarak bilinen Biiyiik
Selcuklu dénemi sanat1 ve mimarisi, sonraki donemlere yadsinamaz bir etki
yaratmistir. Boylece Biiyiik Selguklu donemi sanati, dnceki donemlerin
sanatindan etkilenerek, daha sonraki donemlerin sanat eserleri i¢in ilham
kaynagi olmustur. Buradan hareketle “Rey Selguklu Mihrabi Alg1 Kitabe ve
Siislemeleri” basgligiyla hazirlanmis olan bu makalenin amaci, Rey Selguklu
Mihrabi'nin alg1 siisleme ve kitabelerini tanitarak, mihrabin miithim
Ozelliklerini ortaya koymak ve boylece etkilenme alani ile etkileme oranini
degerlendirme firsati sunmaktir. Rey Selguklu Mihrabi, yillarca toprak
altinda saklanmasi nedeniyle giinlimiize olduk¢a saglam bir sekilde
ulagmigtir.  Arastirmamiz neticesinde, s6z konusu mihrabin siisleme
kompozisyonunun, yazi, bitkisel ve hendesi bezemeler igerdigi; bunun yani
sira kabartma, kazima ve ajur teknigiyle yapildig1 fark edilmistir. Mihraba
ait al¢1 siislemelerin sanatgisi ile ilgili malumat bulunmamaktadir. Mihrapta
herhangi bir kitdbe bulunmamakla birlikte, genel sekil ve siisleme 6zellikleri
bakimindan Biiyilk Sel¢uklu donemine ait Ornekler ile benzerlik arz
etmektedir. Mihrapta islenen bazi alg1 siislemeler, Nisdbur’da yapilan kazi
caligmalarindan ¢ikan Iran’in ilk Islami devirlerine (Miladi X. yiizyil) ait
stislemeler, Abbasiler Donemi (Sdmarra Sehri / 836-892), Karahanli (Miladi
840-1212), Gazneli (Miladi 963-1186), Anadolu Selguklu (Miladi 1075-

** Bu makale doktora tezinden faydalanilarak hazirlanmistir. Bu ¢alisma Ondokuz

Mayis

Universitesi BAP tarafindan  desteklenmistir  (Proje  No: PYO.

ILH.1904.18.001).
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1308) ve Iran’in flhanli dénemi (Miladi 1256-1353) alg1 siislemeleri ile
biiyiik dl¢iide benzerlik sergilemektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Biiyik Selguklu, Alg1 Siisleme, Kitidbe, Mimari,
Mihrap, Rey, iran

Stucco Inscriptions and Ornaments of the Great Seljuk Mihrab of Rey
Abstract

The art and architecture of the Great Seljuk period, known as the Renaissance
of Persian Art in Persian studies, left an undeniable effect on the following
periods. The art of the Great Seljuk period, influenced by the art of the
previous periods, became a source of inspiration for the artworks of later
periods. The aim of this article is to introduce the stucco ornaments and
inscriptions of the mihrab of Ray, to reveal the important values of the mihrab
and thus to provide the opportunity to evaluate the influence area and its
power of influence. Because of our research, it is found that the ornamental
composition of the mihrab includes inscriptions, vegetal and geometric
decorations. In addition, these decorations were made in embossing and
hollowly technique. There is no information about the artist of the stucco
decorations of the altar. Although there is no date inscription on the mihrab,
it is similar to the examples of the Great Seljuk period in terms of general
shape and decoration features. Also according to the results of this research,
the stucco decorations in this mihrab, It is very similar to the decoration of
the first Islamic era of Iran, obtained from Neyshabur excavations, stucco
decorations discovered from Samarra Exploration, architectural ornaments
of the Qarakhanid period, stucco decorations from the Ghaznavid Period,
Anatolian Seljuk Architectural decorations and stucco decorations of the
llkhanid Period of Iran.

Keywords: Great Seljuk, Stucco Ornament, Inscription, Architecture,

Mihrab, Ray, Iran
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5- E. Schmidt, “The Bulletin of the University of Pennsylvania Museum 5-6 (1935-
36) Excavations at Rayy”, Ars Islamica, 2 (1935): 139-141; A. Godard, “L’origine De
La Madrasa, De La Mosquee Et Du Caravanserail a Quatre Iwans”, Ars Islamica, 15-
16 (1951): 1-9; A. Hall, The Persian Expedition 1934 (Boston: Bulletin of the
Museum of Fine Arts, 1935), 55-59.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
STUCCO INSCRIPTIONS AND ORNAMENTS OF THE
GREAT SELJUK MIHRAB OF REY

The stucco art of the Great Seljuk period has been one of the
sources of inspiration for artists of later periods of Iranian history. One
of the unique examples of bedding art of the Seljuk period is the Seljuk
mihrab of Rey. The Seljuk mihrab of Rey is rectangular and has
dimensions of 170 x 79 cm. This mihrab has a drop or ortuse arch and
consists of four inscriptions and various decorative margins, a frame
and a decorative forehead. This mihrab, discovered during the
archaeological excavations of the Metropolitan Museum of Art
representative Eric Friedrich Schmidt in Rey in 1936, is attributed to
the Seljuk period due to the general structure of its ornaments and
inscriptions. Although Cresol considers the altar to belong to a house,
the content of the Kufic inscriptions around the altar casts doubt on its
belonging to a house. On the other hand, in the works of some Western
scholars, this mihrab is considered as a school mihrab related to the
Seljuk era. Some Iranian scholars also believe that this mihrab belongs
to a mosque from this period. In addition, the inscriptions on this altar
reinforce the idea that it belongs to a mosque because of its religious
content similar to that of the Seljuk mosques. Although the altar does
not contain a historical inscription, it is believed that the time of its
construction dates back to the years of the reign of Tughril Bey or

Malik-Shah.
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According to the results of this research, the stucco decorations
of the Seljuk mihrab of Rey include Kufic inscriptions (flowery Kufic
and simple Kufic), vegetal and geometric decorations, and have been
made whit embossing, engraving and pierced work techniques. Most of
the decorations of this mihrab are made using the embossing method. It
seems that one of the reasons for this is the visual balance in the mihrab
as a result of creating a light shadow. In other words, in order to increase
the visual appeal of the mihrab made of white plaster mortar, the
plastering artist has helped to make the decorations as visible as
possible through embossing.

Some of these inscriptions have defects in content. However,
with a simple look at the stucco decorations of this mihrab, it is easy to
understand that the artist who made the stucco decorations for this
mihrab was skilled in his profession. Although no historical inscription
can be seen in the mihrab, the general form and decorative features of
the mihrab indicate an undeniable similarity between this mihrab and
the other mihrabs from the Great Seljuk period. Also, the stucco
decorations of this mihrab, with the decorations obtained from the
excavations of Neishabour city belonging to the tenth century AD, the
discovered decorations from the city of Samarra and related to the
Abbasid period, the decorations belonging to the Qarakhanid period,
the decorations related to the Ghaznavid period, the decorations
belonging to the period Anatolian Seljuk and decorations related to the
Ilkhanid period are comparable. The content of the inscriptions used in
this mihrab includes the phrase "In the name of God, the Most Merciful,

the Most Compassionate”, verse 56 of Surah Al-Ahzab, a hadith
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attributed to the Prophet of Islam (s.a.w.w.), all verses of Surah Al-
Ikhlas, part of verse 18 of Surah Al ‘Imran is verse 163 of Surah Al-
Bagarah and the phrase is "La ilaha illa Allah".
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