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 Letter to the Editor / Editöre mektup

Dear Editor,

I would like to inform you that the letter re-
cently published electronically in the Archives 
of Orthopaedics and Trauma Surgery Journal 
(PubMed ID: 19066920) signed by Saccomanni[1] 
is a copy of our “Letter to the Editor” published in 
your journal.[2] 

Our letter was submitted to your journal on 13-7-
2007. The hypothesis and the cases described in the 
manuscript are belong to us. We possess the x-rays of 
the patient described in the letter. 

We do not know for what purpose  Dr. Saccomanni 
did this. We do not know him in person. We cannot 
explain how he acquired our paper. We have already 
sent an e-mail to the Arch Orthop Trauma Surg        
Editor, containing information about this case.

We are looking forward for your decision.
Best Regards,
George Mouzopoulos, MD
Orthopaedic Department of
Evangelismos Hospital, Athens, Greece.
Sof. Venizelou 23, Peristeri Attikis, 
12131, Greece.
Phone: +00 30 697 7252 084
e-mail: gmouzop@yahoo.gr
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Dear  Dr. Mouzopoulos,

Completing an investigation upon your notice, 
the technical board of AOTT has concluded that 
the text of the “letter to the editor” published in the                   
Archives of Orthopaedics and Trauma Surgery jour-
nal [1] is completely identical to the letter of which 
you are among the authors and which was recently 
published in our journal.[2] 

Turkish Association of Orthopaedics and Trau-
matology which owns the copyrights of the articles 
published in the journal has not transferred the copy-
right of this manuscript to any person or institution. 
When the editorial board of the AOTS journal was 
contacted, the journal officials responded that the si-
tuation is unacceptable and that they will try to solve 
the problem immediately.

The editorial board has no doubts about the origi-
nality and ownership of the views and cases presented 
in your letter.  It is also obvious that you are not in any 

way related to the author of the letter published in the 
AOTS journal. Our investigation also yielded the fact 
that other publications by this author were also copies 
of previously published work. 

Another “Letter to the Editor” by Dr. Saccoman-
ni published in the AOTS journal in 2008[3] is also 
identical to the letter by Dr. Marya [4] written about an 
article published in the Hong Kong Journal of Ortho-
paedic Surgery in 2003.[5] Still another letter by Dr. 
Saccomanni published in 2008[6] is a copy of another 
“Letter to the Editor” published in the Journal of Art-
hroplasty in 2006 [7], which was about a paper publis-
hed in the same journal.[8] Again, similarities betwe-
en a case report by Dr. Saccomanni published in the 
AOTS journal [9] and another case series published 
in Arthroscopy Journal in 2001 [10] are well beyond 
ethically acceptable limits.
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Presenting someone else’s ideas or works as 
someone’s own without the permission of the owner 
is defined as “plagiarism”. Plagiarism is regarded as 
a serious criminal act and is heavily punished. The 
unethical acts reported above will certainly be inves-
tigated and judged as necessary by the authorities. 
This incident bears further significance for us, the 
journal editors. It has become an obligation to scru-
tinize the originality of submitted articles during the 
review process. As a result of widespread use of elect-
ronic publications and the internet, publications from 
all over the world can now be reached easily. Special 
institutions like CrossCheck are established with the 
purpose of helping editors on this issue. 

On behalf of the editorial board, we would like to 
thank Dr. Mouzopoulos, for the interest he has shown 
in our journal and for the meticulous follow-up of this 
matter,. 

Respectfully,

Mehmet Demirhan, MD,  Onder Kilicoglu, MD

Acta Orthopaedica Traumatologica Turcica 
Editorial
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