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#ECQNA��ġ Members of the Nepalese diasporic community of Edmonton, 
Alberta performing Nepalese traditional instrumental ensemble Panchae 

Baja on the second day of Edmonton Heritage Festival 2018. Photograph by 
author, August 5, 2018.
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#ECQNA��ġ Members of the Nepalese diasporic community of Calgary, Alberta 
before performing Kelang (Dhol) dance music of the Limbu ethnic group of 
Nepal on the second day of Edmonton Heritage Festival 2018. Photograph 

by author, August 5, 2018.

#ECQNA��ġ Members of the Nepalese diasporic community of Lethbridge, 
Alberta performing Kauda dance of the Gurung and Magar ethnic groups of 
Nepal on the second day of Edmonton Heritage Festival 2018. Photograph 

by author, August 5, 2018.
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2019. Photograph by author, August 25, 2019.



75

>KKG
��AJA@E?P��J@ANOKJ�Ġ����
�SNEPAO
�ļĥEI=CEJA@�?KIIQJEPU9�EO�EI=CEJA@�
>A?=QOA� PDA�IAI>ANO�KB�ARAJ�PDA�OI=HHAOP�J=PEKJ�SEHH�JARAN�GJKS�IKOP�KB�
PDAEN�BAHHKS�IAI>ANO
�IAAP�PDAI
�KN�ARAJ�DA=N�KB�PDAI
�UAP�EJ�PDA�IEJ@O�KB�
A=?D�HERAO�PDA�EI=CA�KB�PDAEN�?KIIQJEKJ��ĠL���
��&J�I=JU�S=UO
�PDA�BKNI=PEKJ�
KB�=�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPU�EJ�"@IKJPKJ�BKN�+AL=HAOA�EIIECN=JPO�EO�OEIEH=N�
PK��J@ANOKJ�O�@AO?NE>A@�EI=CEJA@�?KIIQJEPU���NNEREJC�BNKI�@EBBANAJP�L=NPO�
KB�+AL=H
�I=JU�+AL=HAOA�EIIECN=JPO�KB�"@IKJPKJ�D=RA�JARAN�OAAJ�JKN�IAP�
A=?D�KPDAN��1DAU�@AłJA� =J@� EI=CEJA� PDAIOAHRAO� =O� =�L=NP�KB� PDA�+AL=AHOA�
@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPU�EJ�"@IKJPKJ�=J@�=?NKOO� =J=@=��0LA?Eł?=HHU
�@QNEJC�
BAOPER=HO�HEGA�PDKOA�&�=PPAJ@A@
�PDAU�C=PDAN�EJ�=�OL=?A�SDANA�PDAU�@K�JKP�GJKS�
A=?D�KPDAN�=J@�NAEI=CEJA�PDA�DKIAH=J@�O�BAOPER=H�?AHA>N=PEKJ�PKCAPDAN�SEPD�
PDA�KPDAN�L=NPE?EL=JPO�
"PDJKIQOE?KHKCEOP�*=NPEJ� 0PKGAO� Ġ����
�KBBANO� CNA=P� EJOECDP� EJPK� OK?E=H�

LANBKNI=J?A�=J@�OAJOA�KB�LH=?A��%EO�E@A=�KB�LH=?A�=J@�OK?E=H�LANBKNI=J?A�EO�
NAŃA?PA@�EJ�PDA�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�IQOE?�LANBKNI=J?AO�EJ�BAOPER=H�?AHA>N=PE-
KJO��0PKGAO�O=UOġ

1DA�IQOE?=H�ARAJP
�BNKI�?KHHA?PERA�@=J?AO�PK�PDA�=?P�KB�LQPPEJC�=�?=O-
OAPPA�KN� !�EJPK�=�I=?DEJA
�ARKGAO�=J@�KNC=JEVAO�?KHHA?PERA�IAIKNEAO�
=J@�LNAOAJP�ATLANEAJ?AO�KB�LH=?A�SEPD�=J�EJPAJOEPU
�LKSAN�=J@�OEIL-
HE?EPU�QJI=P?DA@�>U�=JU�KPDAN�OK?E=H�=?PEREPU��1DA�LH=?AO�?KJOPNQ?PA@�
PDNKQCD�IQOE?�EJRKHRA�PDA�JKPEKJ�KB�@EBBANAJ?A�=J@�OK?E=H�>KQJ@=NU��
ĠL���


�O�0PKGAO�NAI=NGO
�=�IQOE?=H�ARAJP�EO�JKP�IANAHU�=�OK?E=H�ARAJP��&P�D=O�PDA�
LKSAN� PK�ARKGA�IAIKNEAO�=J@� EJBKNI�=� OAJOA�KB�LH=?A����IQOE?=H� ARAJEJC�
HEGA�PDA�Lhosar, Dashain, Tihar,�KN�Teej�?AHA>N=PEKJO� EJ�"@IKJPKJ�?KJRAU�
=� OLA?E=H�IA=JEJC� KB� OAJOA� KB� LH=?A��NAEI=CEJ=PEKJ� KB� DKIAH=J@��BKN� PDA�
+AL=HAOA� @E=OLKNE?�IAIA>ANO
� =J@�IQOE?� LH=UO� =� LKSANBQH� PKKH� PK� EJBKNI�
PDEO�NAEI=CEJ=PEKJ��/AC=N@HAOO�KB�?=OPA
�APDJE?EPU
�NAHECEKJ
�=J@�CAKCN=LDE?=H�
NACEKJ
�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPU�IAI>ANO�C=PDAN�PK�?AHA>N=PA�=�BAOPE-
R=H��1DEO�?KHHA?PERA�?KJO?EKQOJAOO�KB�+AL=HEJAOO�EO�PSKBKH@ġ�KJA
�PDA�?NA=PEKJ�
KB�=�JAS�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPU�ĠEI=CEJA@�?KIIQJEPU�EJ��J@ANOKJ�O�Ġ����
�
SKN@O
Ģ�=J@�PSK
�PDA�NA?NA=PEKJ�KB�PDA�DKIAH=J@�ĠOAJOA�KB�LH=?A�EJ�0PKGAO�O�
Ġ����
�SKN@O
��*QOE?�KBPAJ�LH=UO�=J�AOOAJPE=H�L=NP�EJ�PDEO�LNK?AOO�KB�?NA=PEKJ�
=J@� NA?NA=PEKJ��#QNPDAN
� PDA�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�KNC=JEV=PEKJO� =J@�DANEP=CA�
H=JCQ=CA�O?DKKHO�AOP=>HEODA@�EJ�"@IKJPKJ�=J@�KPDAN�L=NPO� =J=@=�=NA�GAU�
PK�>QEH@EJC�PDEO�?KJO?EKQOJAOO�=J@�CAJAN=PEJC�=�OAJOA�KB�?KHHA?PEREPU��1DAOA�
?KIIQJEPU�KNC=JEV=PEKJO�QOA�IQOE?�=O�=J�EILKNP=JP�RADE?HA
�AEPDAN�EJ�BAOPER=H�
?AHA>N=PEKJO�KN� EJ� PA=?DEJC�JAS�CAJAN=PEKJO�=P� H=JCQ=CA�O?DKKHO
� PK�NA?NA=-
PA�PDAEN�DKIAH=J@��!AOLEPA�@E=OLKN=�IAI>ANO�>AEJC�@EOP=JP�=J@�=S=U�BNKI�

Nepalese Diasporic Music in Canada: Representing, Reimaginings, and Resotaning Homeland



76 Etnomüzikoloji Dergisi / Ethnomusicology Journal (Turkey) Yıl/ Year: 4  Sayı/ Issue: 1 (2021)

NA=HPEIA�BAOPER=H�?AHA>N=PEKJO
�=O�EJ�PDA�?=OA�KB�PDA�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�?KI-
IQJEPU
�IQOE?�OANRAO�=O�=�JK@A�PK�QJEPA�BAHHKS�IAI>ANO�KB�PDA�?KIIQJEPU�PK�
NAEI=CEJA�PDAEN�DKIAH=J@�

Resonating Homeland
�AOE@AO�PDA�I=FKN�?KIIQJEPU�ARAJPO
�+AL=HAOA�EIIECN=JPO�=HOK�CAP�PKCAP-

DAN�EJ�OI=HH�CNKQLO�@QNEJC�SAAGAJ@O
�OI=HH�BAOPER=HO
�=J@�HEBA�?U?HA�NEPAO��&J�
=HH�PDAOA�IAAPEJCO
�PDA�DKIAH=J@�O�IQOE?�LH=UO�=�?AJPN=H�NKHA�EJ�PDA�HEBA�KB�+A-
L=HAOA�EIIECN=JPO��,J�I=JU�K??=OEKJO
�&�D=RA�>AAJ�EJREPA@�PK�FKEJ�+AL=HAOA�
@E=OLKNE?�B=IEHU�C=PDANEJCO�EJ�"@IKJPKJ
� =HC=NU
�=J@�4EJJELAC��&J�PDA�H=OP�
BKQN�=J@�D=HB�UA=NO�KB�IU�EJPAN=?PEKJO�SEPD�PDAOA�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPEAO
�KJA�
PDEJC�&�JKPE?A@�PDAU�JARAN�IEOOA@�EJ�PDAOA�OK?E=HEVEJCO�S=O�PDAEN�DKIAH=J@�O�
IQOE?����HK?=H�IQOE?E=J�KN�CNKQL�KB�IQOE?E=JO�ĠIKOPHU�QJPN=EJA@�>QP�D=RA�
AJKQCD�OGEHH�PK�AJPANP=EJ�LAKLHA
�SANA�=HS=UO�LNAOAJP�EJ�PDKOA�OK?E=HEVEJCO
�
=J@�O=JC�=J@�LH=UA@�+AL=HAOA�BKHG�=J@�PN=@EPEKJ=H�OKJCO�=J@�EJOPNQIAJPO�
0KIAPEIAO
�+AL=HAOA�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPEAO�=HOK�C=PDAN�=P�PDA�LNKREJ?E=H�

=J@� NACEKJ=H� HARAH�� &� =PPAJ@A@�KJA� OQ?D�ARAJP
� =� H=NCA�C=PDANEJC�=P�Western 
Canada Regional Nepali Sports and Cultural Events (WCRNSCE)�DAH@�BNKI�
'QHU� ���
� ����� EJ�/ACEJ=
� 0=OG=P?DAS=J�� &J� PD=P� ARAJP
�+AL=HAOA� @E=OLKNE?�
?KIIQJEPU�IAI>ANO�KB�PDA��H>ANP=
��NEPEOD� KHQI>E=
�*=JEPK>=
�=J@�0=O-
G=P?DAS=J� LNKREJ?AO� C=PDANA@�� 1DA� ARAJEJC� KB� 'QHU� ��S=O� OLA?Eł?=HHU� @A-
RKPA@� PK�=�?QHPQN=H� ODKS?=OA��1DA� PDA=PNA�D=HH�KB� PDA�2JERANOEPU�KB�/ACEJ=�
A?DKA@�SEPD�PDA�RKE?AO�KB�@E=OLKNE?�?KIIQJEPEAO��IAI>ANO�BNKI�PDA�?EPEAO�KB�
PDKOA�BKQN�LNKREJ?AO��1DA�L=NPE?EL=JPO�SANA�AI>AHHEODA@�SEPD�PDAEN�?=OPA
�APD-
JE?
�=J@�J=PEKJ=H�=PPENAO��&J�=�BQHHU�L=?GA@�PDA=PNA�D=HH
�LANBKNIANO�BNKI�PDKOA�
LNKREJ?AO�LNAOAJPA@�@ERANOA�PN=@EPEKJ=H�IQOE?=H�=J@�@=J?A�LANBKNI=J?AO�BNKI�
PDAEN�DKIAH=J@�?KJPEJQKQOHU�BKN�KRAN�PSK�DKQNO��1DA�=Q@EAJ?A�JARAN�IEO-
OA@�=JU�IKIAJP�PK�=LLNA?E=PA�A=?D�LANBKNI=J?A�SEPD�SDEOPHAO�=J@�=LLH=Q@��
4DAJ�PDANA�S=O�=�?D=J?A
�PDAU�ARAJ�N=J�EJPK�=�OL=?A�=R=EH=>HA�>AHKS�PDA�I=EJ�
OP=CA�=J@�=NPE?QH=PA@�PDAEN�FKU�PDNKQCD�@=J?A�IKRAIAJPO�



77

0KIA�@E=OLKNE?�IQOE?=H�CNKQLO�D=RA�AIANCA@� EJ� PDA�L=OP� BAS�UA=NO�=J@�
D=RA�>AAJ�=?PERAHU�I=GEJC�IQOE?�EJ� =J=@=��#KN�AT=ILHA
�EJ�!A?AI>AN�����
�
&�IAP�OEP=NEOP�/=JF=J=�0=EJFQ�EJ�=�RENPQ=H�IQOE?=H�LNKCN=I�KNC=JEVA@�>U�PDA�
+AL=HAOA�)=JCQ=CA�=J@�%ANEP=CA� AJPNA�Ġ+)  

�4EJJELAC
�SDK�EO�=�IAI-
>AN�KB�%EI=H=U=J�3E>AO
� =�IQOE?=H�CNKQL�>=OA@� EJ�1KNKJPK���??KN@EJC� PK�
0=EJFQ
�PDA�CNKQL�S=O�AOP=>HEODA@�EJ������� QNNAJPHU
�EP�D=O�PAJ�+AL=HAOA�@E-
=OLKNE?�IQOE?E=JO�=J@�EO�=?PERAHU�LN=?PE?EJC�+AL=HAOA�BKHG�=J@�PN=@EPEKJ=H�IQ-
OE?�EJ�1KNKJPK��&J�"@IKJPKJ
��H>ANP=��PDA�I=EJ�OEPA�KB�IU�NAOA=N?D�BKN�PDEO�
L=LAN��PDANA�=NA�PSK�HK?=H�PN=@EPEKJ=H�IQOE?=H�CNKQLO�SDK�D=RA�>AAJ�=?PERAHU�
I=GEJC�IQOE?�EJ�PDA�H=OP�BAS�UA=NO��1DA�łNOP�CNKQL�EO�?=HHA@�Sangeet Majheri, 
SDE?D�S=O�AOP=>HEODA@�EJ��QCQOP������SEPD�=�BAS�PN=EJA@�=J@�=I=PAQN�HK?=H�
IQOE?E=JO��,??QL=PEKJ=HHU
� PDAU�SKNG� EJ�@EBBANAJP�LNKBAOOEKJO� PD=J�IQOE?
�
>QP� LNA�L=J@AIE?� PDAU�QOA@� PK� C=PDAN� PKCAPDAN� @QNEJC� PDAEN� BNAA� PEIA� =J@�
LH=U�+AL=HAOA�IQOE?���??KN@EJC�PK�KJA�KB�PDAEN�IAI>ANO
�/=FAJ@N=�0Q>A@E
�
PDA�CNKQL�BKNI=HHU�OP=NPA@�=�IKJPDHU�IQOE?=H�IAAPEJC�ARANU�H=OP�0=PQN@=U�KB�
PDA�IKJPD�EJ�0ALPAI>AN�������)=PAN
�PDAU�NA?AERA@�?KIIQJEPU�=PPAJPEKJ�=J@�

#ECQNA��ġ Members of the Nepalese diasporic community of Regina, Sas-
katchewan performing Nepalese instrumental music in the opening cer-
emony of the 8th Western Canada Regional Nepali Sports and Cultural 
"RAJP�Ġ4 /+0 "
�������-DKPKCN=LD�>U��PD�4 /+ 0"
�/ACEJ=�#=?A-
book page, 2021. https://www.facebook.com/8thWcrnsceRegina/photos

�=�����������������������������������

Nepalese Diasporic Music in Canada: Representing, Reimaginings, and Resotaning Homeland



78 Etnomüzikoloji Dergisi / Ethnomusicology Journal (Turkey) Yıl/ Year: 4  Sayı/ Issue: 1 (2021)

OP=NPA@�PK�LANBKNI�EJ�NAOE@AJPE=H�OAPPEJCO�SDANA�?KIIQJEPU�IAI>ANO�?KQH@�
C=PDAN� =J@� HEOPAJ� PK� PDAI�� &P� @E@�JKP� P=GA� HKJC� BKN� PDAI� PK�>A� AOP=>HEODA@�
=IKJC�PDA�EIIECN=JP�?KIIQJEPU�EJ�"@IKJPKJ�=J@�=?NKOO��H>ANP=�Ġ/=FAJ@-
N=�0Q>A@E
�LANOKJ=H�EJPANREAS
�!A?AI>AN���
�����
�

0EIEH=NHU
� PDA� OA?KJ@�IQOE?=H� CNKQL� EO� ?=HHA@�Nepali Bhajan Kirtan Sa-
muha,�SDE?D�S=O�BKNIA@�EJ�������&J�=�LNA�L=J@AIE?�EJPANREAS�SEPD�(NEODJ=�
�@DEG=NE
�KJA�KB�PDA�CNKQL�O�IAI>ANO
�DA�@EO?QOOA@�DKS�PDA�CNKQL�OP=NPA@�
SEPD�JEJA�@A@E?=PA@�B=IEHEAO
�=J@�A=?D�B=IEHU�DKOPO�=�PSK�DKQN�IQOE?=H�ARA-
JEJC�BNKI��ġ���L�I��PK��ġ���L�I��ARANU�H=OP�0=PQN@=U�KN�0QJ@=U�KB�PDA�IKJPD��
1DA�CNKQL�LANBKNIO�PN=@EPEKJ=H�>D=F=J
�SDE?D�=NA�>=OA@�KJ�PN=@EPEKJ=H�PATPO
�
IAHK@EAO
�=J@�NDUPDIO�PD=P�D=RA�>AAJ�KN=HHU�PN=JOIEPPA@�PDNKQCD�PDA�CAJA-
N=PEKJO�EJ�+AL=H��1DA�CNKQL�OLAJP�EPO�łNOP�UA=N�LANBKNI=J?AO�EJ������SEPDEJ�
PDA�JEJA�B=IEHEAO
�=J@�EJ�PDA�OA?KJ@�UA=N�PDAU�NA=?DA@�KQP�PK�PDA�?KIIQJEPU�
SEPD�LQ>HE?�LANBKNI=J?AO���U�'=JQ=NU�����
�PDA�CNKQL�S=O�NA?AEREJC�NACQH=N�
EJREP=PEKJO�BNKI�EJ@ERE@Q=H�?KIIQJEPU�IAI>ANO�=J@�?KIIQJEPU�KNC=JEV=-
PEKJO�PK�LANBKNI�PN=@EPEKJ=H�>D=F=J�=J@�GENP=J�EJ�NAHECEKQO�BAOPER=HO
�HEBA�?U?HA�
BAOPER=HO�NEPAO
�=J@�KPDAN�?=HAJ@NE?=H�NEPAO�Ġ(NEODJ=��@DEG=NE
�LANOKJ=H�EJPAN-
REAS
�'=JQ=NU��
�����
�

#ECQNA��ġ Members of the Nepalese diasporic musical group Sangeet Majheri 
performing in a community event at Central Lions Recreation Center, Ed-

monton, Alberta 2018. Photograph by author, December 29, 2018.
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#ECQNA��ġ Members of the Nepalese diasporic musical group Nepali Bhajan 
Kirtan Samuha of Edmonton practicing in a residence in 2018. Photograph 

by Nepali Bhajan Kirtan Group Edmonton, 2021. Used by permission.
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