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30 Ekim 1918 tarihli Mondros Birakigmas ile itilaf Devletleri’nin de-
netim ve kontroluna girmig bulunan Istanbul’un 16 Mart 1920 tarihinde
resmen iggali Ulusal Bagimsizhk Savag’nin 6nemli bir dénemecini olug-
turmaktadar.

Ciinki, iggalle birlikte lyeleri secimle belirlenmis Meclis-i Mebu-
san’in dagitilarak mebuslann tutuklanmas: iilkede bir anda bir yonetim
boglugunun dogmasimi beraberinde getirmigtir. Buda, Erzurum ve Sivas
Kongre kararlarinda yer alan “ulusun temsilcilerinden olugan ulusal bir
meclisin® kurulmasi yolunda Mustafa Kemal’e aradig: firsati vermis ve
Tirkiye Biiyiik Millet Meclisi’nin Ankara’da agiligini hizlandirmugtir.

Istanbul’un itilaf Devletleri’nce resmen isgalini hazirlayan nedenler, za-
man iginde yaymlanan tarihsel belgelere gore degigkenlik gostermistir.
Onceleri uzun bir aradan sonra tekrar agilan Meclis-i Mebusan’in Ulusal
Ant1 (Misak-1 Milli) kabul ve ilan etmesi bir neden olarak goériiliirken
sonradan 28 Kasim 191g-12 $ubat 1920 tarihleri arasinda geligip tamam-
lanan Marag Olaylar’nin iggali hazirlayan en gegerli neden oldugu tarih
aragtirmacilan tarafindan desteklenmeye baglanmigtir.

Biz, bu tarihsel olgunun nedenlerine, aragirmaciya agilmig ve yayin-
lanmis olan Ingiliz ve Fransiz Argiv belgeleri ile yaklagmaya caliguk. Bu
konuda Londra’da Public Record Office (PRO)’te bulunan Foreign Office
(FO) ve War Office (WO), Paris’te, Fransiz Digigleri Bakanh@ (Quai d’Or-
say) ve Chateau de Vincennes'deki Fransiz Harp Tarihi Arsivi'nde (Archi-
ves de Guerre) bulunan resmi belgelerin yamsira Bilal Simsirin Ingiliz
Belgelerinde Atatiirk. c. I. Ankara, TTK. 1973. ss. 393-461 sahifeleri ara-
sinda yer alan Londra gériigmeleri tutanaklarindan faydalandik.

Boylece Mondros Birakigmas’’mi takibeden, Istanbul’un iggali ile so-
nuglanan bir seneyi biraz agan zaman diliminde, iggalin hazirlayic1 neden-
lerini resmi belge ve yaymlann izin verdigi olglide takibederek irdelemeye
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¢ahgtik. Bunu yontem olarak kabul ederken, isgalin altinda yatan tarihsel
gergeklerin ancak, Itilaf devletleri arsivlerinde bulunan ve aragtirmaciya
agilmig olan resmi belgelerin irdelenmesiyle ortaya konulabilecegi
digiincesinden hareket ettik. Hi¢ kuskusuz olanaksizliklar nedeniyle bag-
vuramadigimiz Italyan resmi belgelerinin eksikliginden dogan boglugu bu-
rada kabul etmek zorundayz.

Bu calismanin ortaya gikardigi bir gergekte aragrmaciya agilan ya-
banci arsiv belgeleri 1siginda yakin tarihimizi yeniden gozden gecirmenin
kaginilmazhig olmugstur.

Atatiirk Dil ve Tarih Yiiksek Kurumu’nun 4-6 Eyliil 1991 tarihinde
diizenledigi 2. Uluslararasi Atatiirk Sempozyumu’na sundugumuz bu bil-
diri ile Istanbul’un isgalini hazirlayan nedenlere yeni bir bakis agisi getire-
rek katkilarda bulundugumuz inancindayiz.

Anadolu ve bogazlar ii¢ kita ortasinda jeopolitik ve stratejik konuma
sahip 6nemli bir kavsag: olugturmaktadir. Hi¢ kugkusuz bu konumlar ne-
deniyle tarih boyunca uluslararas: iligkilerden 6nemli bir yer iggal etmis-
lerdir.

Diinyaya egemen olabilmenin yolunun bogazlar denetim ve kontrol
altina almaktan gectigine olan inang; eski ¢aglarin sinirh “Eski Diinya™si-
nin biylik imparatorluklarindan yeni ¢aglarin biiyiik Osmanli Imparator-
lugu’na uzanan gizgisinde ne denli gegerli idi ise, Yeni Cag’larda Sanayi
Devrimi’ni tamamlayarak s6miirgecilik agamasina ulagmig batili geligmis
tlkelerin dig politikalarinda da o denli gegerli, temel hareket noktasini
olugturmustur.

Hatta, gilinlimiizde gevrede ve yerkiirede degisecegine bir tiirlii inani-
lamayan ancak degisime ugrayan deger ve kavramlarin yikilmasi ile ortaya
cikan olusumlar kargisinda; devletlerin bolge ile ilgili politikalarinda tekrar
on plana gikarak, tarih boyunca hi¢ kaybetmedigi giincelligini korudugu-
nu séylemek, sanirim fazla iddiali bir yaklagim olmayacaktir.

Nitekim, XIX. ylizyll boyunca ve XX. yiizyil baglarinda I. Diinya Sa-
vagi'na giden yillarda batih devletlerin dig politikalarinda Anadolu ve bo-
gazlarin giderek artan 6neme sahip ve uluslararas: rekabete sahne oldugu-
nu goriiyoruz.

Yiizyillardir biriken ve yanlis konulan tanilarla bir tiirlii ¢6ziime ulag-
tinlmayan sorunlarin iginde kivranan ve artik dagilma siirecine girmig Os-
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manh Imparatorlugu’nun gériiniimii de bu politikalarin uyguianmasinda
elverigli ortami hazirlamigtur.

Geligmis toplumlar arasindaki béylesine hizh bir yayilmacihgin ve re-
kabetin sonucu olan kamplagma ve nihayet; Anadolu ve gevresinde yeni
niifuz bolgelerinin olugumunu beraberinde getirecek olan I. Diinya Sava-
... Artik batih devletler, ytzyillardir gelistirdikleri “Dogu Sorunu” yani
Osmanl Devleti’nin yayilmaciligina son verip, onlan Avrupa’dan kovarak,
topraklarini paylagmay: hedefleyen politikalannin da bu savagla son aga-
masina ulagtigina giigli bir bigimde inanmaktadirlar.

Nitekim bu inang dogrultusunda ltilaf Devletleri’nin 1915 yilindan iti-
baren Birinci Diinya Savagi'nin hemen hemen her yilinda kendi aralann-
da ikili lgli “Gizli Paylagm Antlagmalan” yaptiklan gorilmektedir. 1915
Mart’inda Ingiltere, Fransa ve Rusya arasinda imzalanan Istanbul Antlag-
mas’’'min aym yil iginde Nisan ayinda Istanbul, 1916 yih Nisan ve Mayis
aylarinda yapilan bir dizi miizakereler sonucu ortaya ¢ikan Sykes-Picot ve
1917 Nisan’inda Fransa, Ingiltere ve Italya arasinda yapilan St.Jean de
Maurienne antlagmalan batililann, “Dogu Sorunu”nu kesin olarak
¢6ziimlediklerine olan inanglarinin somut kanitlan olan belgelerdir.

1917 yih savag i¢inde onemli bir donim noktasini olugturmaktadir.
Gunki, Rusya’nin bu tarihte iilkesinde patlak veren ihtilalin beraberinde
getirdigi kangikliklar nedeniyle tiim dikkatini i¢ sorunlanna toplamasi, iti-
laf Devletleri kanadinda dengenin Ingiltere tarafina kaymasim beraberinde
getirecektir,

Savagin Ittifak Devletleri’nin yenilgisiyle sonuglanmasi ve 30 Ekim
1918 Mondros Birakigmas’nin agir kogullannin Osmanli Hiikiimeti’nce
kabuliinii takiben, resmen iggalinin kararlaginlmig olmamasina kargin tti-
laf Devletleri donanmasi Istanbul 6niinde bogazda demirlemigtir. Bu belki
savagtan yengi ile gtkmig somiirgeci devletlerin tarihte son kez bogazlara
iggalci sifat: ile geligleri olmaktadir.

Mondros Birakigmas: sonrasinda 22 Aralik 1918 tarihinde hazirlanmig
olan ve “Ingiliz Imparatorlugu igin Istanbul’'un Stratejik Onemi” baghgim
taglyan raporda su tarihsel analizlere yer verilmektedir: '

! PRO-WO 106/64 No. 172331. General Stafftan (Ingiliz Genelkurmayl) War Office
(Savag Bakanlifn’na) 22 Aralik 1918 tarihli rapor.
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— Bogazlar1 da kapsayan niteligi Istanbul’a hem kara kopriisii hem
de su gegitlerinden kaynaklanan ikili bir stratejik 6nem kazandir-
maktadir. Bu yap: gegmiste Avrupa ile Asya arasindaki istila dal-
galarinin yolu olarak her zaman énemli idi ve bu gergek stirekli
olarak gegerli olmugtur. Sahip oldugu bu nitelik onlar1 Rusya’nin
ana kapisi olmasinin yamsira Hint yollan i¢inde bir gegit durumu-
na sokmusgtur.

— Bu 6nem tarihsel gergeklerle de degerlendirilebilir. Bizans Impara-
torlugu’nun ¢okiigiinii beraberinde getirecek Tiirk istila dalgalan
Istanbul’dan gegerek Viyana kapilarina ve Giiney Rusya’ya ulag-
mustir. Ayni gekilde Tiirk Imparatorlugu’nun Orta Dogu ve Bal-
kanlarda ¢okiigii; Rusya ve Almanya gibi iki biiyiik giiclin rekabe-
tini bu bolgeye davet etmistir.

— Bu rekabetin baskisi altinda iilkelerin bloklagmas: biiyiik savagin
hazirlayicis1 olmugtur.

— Bu tarihsel goriiniim bile Istanbul’un Avrupa ile Asya arasinda bir
kara baglantis1 olarak dnemini gostermeye yeterlidir. Tiirklerin bo-
gazlara egemen olduktan sonra Karadeniz’i gegerek Gliney Rus-
ya'ya ulagmalan ve Rusya’nmin Car Petro zamaninda burada bir
deniz giicii olugturmalar, Istanbul’un 6nemini daha da artirmustir.

I. Diinya Savagi yillarinda Canakkale seferi sirasinda ftilaf Devletle-
ri'nin baglagiklarn Rusya ile baglanti kuramamalan bogazlarin tartigmasiz
onemini ortaya koymustur. Tim bu tarihsel gerceklerin degerlendirilmesi
sonrasinda eger Tirkiye pargalanirsa li¢ mirasgi adayin varligi s6z konusu
olabilecekti. Yunanistan, Amerika ve itilaf Devletleri ... Yunanistan’in Is-
tanbul’u iggali arzulanmamasi ve Amerika’nin da yakin zamanda yayinla-
dig1 denizlerin ozgiirlestirilmesi ile ilgili dig politikalari nedeniyle Fransa
ve Italya’nin buralarda egemen olmasindansa zayif deniz giicii olan bir
lilkeye teslimi esas alinmalidir. Sonug: Istanbul sadece Kiigiik Asya’dan
gecen Hint yollan degil ayn1 zamanda Kafkaslara giden yollarinda gegis
yeri olmasi nedeniyle Ingiltere’nin askeri ve ekonomik cikarlan igin Gnem-
lidir.

Deniz ticareti ve askeri gikarlar agisindan, Istanbul ve bogazlar Tiirki-
ye’de kalirsa, bu bélge ulaslararas: gegis yolu olmali, Yakin Dogu ve Av-
rupa arasindaki gegisi kontrol lstlinligi, Tiirkiye’nin yapacag ¢agn lzeri-
ne Ingiltere tarafindan kullaniimalidir.”
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Dolayisiyla rapor, Istanbul ve bogazlarin, Mondros Birakigmasi’nin
hemen sonrasinda Ingiltere’nin dig politikasinin temel konusunu olugstur-
dugunu belgelemektedir.

Mondros Birakigmasi’'nmin imzalanmasindan yaklagik bir sene sonrasi-
na kadar gecen siire iginde resmi belgelerde yeralan ve Ingiliz Hiikiime-
ti'ni meggul eden Anadolu’daki bir takim gelismelere goz atalim. Bu gelis-
meleri yine Ingiliz resmi belgeleri 1g1§1nda s6yle siralamak olanakhdir:

1 — Bolgede giderek artan Panislamist ve Panturanist egilimler:

— Belgeler, Panislamist ve bunun yamsira Panturanist egilimlerin
canlandigini ve eski Ittihatgilanin bu hareketler iginde aktif rol
tistlendiklerini gostermektedir. Misir, Trablus ve Hindistan’dan
sonra Kafkaslar'da da baslatilan islamci propagandalar iginde Itti-
hat ve Terakki'nin onde gelen sorumlularindan Ziya Gokalp’inde
yer alarak Istanbul’daki Azerbaycan temsilcileri ile gizli temaslarda
bulunmasi, Kafkasya’daki Kirt ve Cerkez miisliimanlar ile bura-
larda yasayan hristiyan elemanlara karsi hareketler baslattigi hatta
Istanbul’daki rum ve ermenilere karsi Tiirkgi egilimleri ateslendir-
digi yolundaki duyumlarin giderek artmasi Ingilizler igin rahatsiz
edici olmaya baglamugtir.

Ingiliz yanhsi Hiirriyet ve Itilaf Partisi’nin ydnetimde bulundugu
sirada savas suglusu olan Ittihatgilarin tekrar ortaya gikmalarinin?
(Ingilizler igin) endise verici bir geliyme olarak goriilmesi dogal
kargilanmalidur.

Dini tansiyonu giderek artirici olan bu etkinliklerin bélgeyle sinirh
kalmayip Arap vilayetlerine de yayginlasabileceginin belirtileri de
ortaya ¢ikmaya baglamigtir. Nitekim Aralik ayinda Seyh-il Isla-
min, Itilaf Devletleri’ne buralarda bir islam birligi kurmak igin 50-
100.000 Tiirk Lirasi 6nerdigi animsatilmaktadur.

9 Aralik’ta Disisleri Bakanligi’'na ulasan bilgilerde Hintli miislimanla-
rinda bu islama etkinliklerde rol aldiklari belgelenmektedir. Aralarinda
sinni Hintlilerin sefi Nakip Efendi’nin, Seyyid Hassan ve Seyyid Miker-
rem adli ogullarinin da bulundugu bir heyetin Bagdat’a gelerek burada

2 PRO-WO 158/933, No. 172748. Istanbul’daki General Staff Intelligence’in (Ingiliz
Genelkurmay [stihbarat Birimi) 30 Kasim 1918 tarihinde hazirladig: rapor.
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Tiirkge konusan sehirliler arasinda ayni1 propaganday: yaptiklan, ancak bu
sehrin diigmesi lizerine Seyyid Hassan’in Ittihatgilar tarafindan Musul’a
gonderildigi ve komiteyi bilgilendirmek ve Bagdat'taki arkadaglar ile irti-
bat kurmak i¢in 50.000 Tiirk Lirasi harcadig: bildirilmektedir?.

Ingilizlerin asil korkulu riiyasinin ise, islam diinyasinda giderek artan
dini duygulan kériikleyici galijmalarin oldugu ortaya gikmaktadir ki bu
da belgelerde oldukga biiyiik yer tutmaktadir.

Ornegin Amiral De Robeck’in 1920 Subat ay1 icinde gonderdigi iki
rapor neredeyse bu konu iizerine kuruludur*. Bu raporlarda;

— Mouvahidin adli panislamist egilimli bir 6rgiitiin Sivas ve Sugeh-
rinde toplanti yaptiklari hatta Misir, Suriye ve Hindistan’da dini
duygulara hitap eden gosteriler diizenledikleri, Isvicre ve Berlin’de-
ki Ittihatcilarla iligkide olduklari hatta Teshinkoff ve Kourbanski
adli iki bolgevik delegenin de bu gruplarla toplanti yapmak igin
Tiirkiye’ye gonderildigi,

— Hintli isyancilardan Abdurrab’in oglu tegmen Rashid’in Ankara’da
bulundugu, Sivas yoluyla Hindistan’a dénduigi,

— Mustafa Kemal’in yardim saglamak amaa ile Hindistan ve Afga-
nistan’a 6zel gorevliler génderdigi,

— Istanbul’da orgiitlenen Young Persian Committe’nin oldukea aktif
oldugu ve Isvigre ile iliskide bulundugu,

— Kizilay’inda panislamist kipirdanmalara katkida bulundugu ve iti-
laf Devletleri’nin isgalinde bulunan Karadeniz bélgelerine eleman-
lar gonderdigi haberleri yer almaktadir.

2 — Bolseviklerin miisliiman diinyasinda artan prestijleri:

Raporlarda, giderek yogunlagan panislamist hareketlerin yanisira bolge-
viklerin islam diinyas ile olan iligkileri ve bu iilkelerde sagladiklari prestij
ariggmin da Ingilizleri oldukga rahatsiz eden diger bir gelisme oldugu
gozlenmektedir.

3 A.ge.,s. 2-3.
* PRO-FO 371/5165. No. 172743. Amiral Robeck’in 2 Subat 1920 tarihli raporu;
PRO-FO 371/5165. No. 172743 Amiral Robeck’in 24 $ubat 1920 tarihli raporu.
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Bunun bir nedeni, bolsevik ordularninin Ingilizler tarafindan destekle-
nen Denikin ordularina kars: elde ettikleri basarlar, bir diger nedeni de,
yakin zamanlara kadar miisliman diinyasinin kendilerine koruyucu olarak
gordiikleri Ingilizlerin, Yunanhlan Izmir'e cikartarak Aydin’a kadar olan
musliman topraklarinin isgaline g6z yummalannin yanisira Dagistan ve
Azerbaycan ile olan politikalandir. Bu hatalar, Ingilizleri Yakin ve Uzak
Dogu’daki miisliman diinyasinda bir diigman goériiniimiine sokmus ve
onlara kargi savas veren bolgeviklerin ise sempati kazanmalarina neden ol-
mustur. Bu avantaj ise giderek bolseviklere, yogunlasmakta olan panisla-
mist hareketi Ingilizler aleyhine yénlendirebilme olanagini kazandiryordu.
Bunun yanisira, Iran, Hint ve Afganistan temsilcilerinin Sivas’ta toplana-
cak olan panislamist agirhkh konferansa, Anadolu’da ulusal hareketin lide-
ri Mustafa Kemal’i davet etmeleri 6nemli bir geligme olarak goriiliiyordu.
Boyle bir konferansin gergeklesmesi ve amaci hig kugkusuz, bolgede ve is-
lam diinyasinda Ingiliz kargiti propaganday: hizlandiracakt: .

Goriilecegi gibi Asya, Anadolu ve Rusya’da ortak diigmana yani Ingi-
liz yayllmaciigina kars: verilen ortak nitelikli savas, islam diinyasinin yam
sira bolsevikler ve ozellikle Rusya’da yasayan miisliimanlar arasinda daya-
nigmay: saghyordu. Bunun beraberinde getirecegi sonug ise, hi¢ kugkusuz
Biiyiik Britanya ile Islam diinyasi arasinda giderek artan giivensizligin
olugturacagi onarilmasi gii¢ bir olusjumun yamisira Ingiltere’nin Islam
diinyas: gibi bir giicii kargisinda bulmasi olacakt:.

3 — Anadolu’da koklegen ulusgu hareket:

1919 Ocak ayinda ltilaf Devletleri’nin Paris’te baglattiklan gorlismeler
Osmanl topraklarinin yeniden paylagimini giindeme getirmisti. Birinci
Diinya Savagi yillarinda yapilan Gizli Paylagim Antlagmalar’ndan St. Jean
de Maurienne ile Italya’ya birakilmis olan izmir ve gevresinin Yunanhlara
verilmesi, Italyanlanin goriigmeleri terketmelerini ve bir siire sonra da Yu-
nanhlanin, Ingilizlerin desteginde izmir'e ¢ikmalan ile sonuglanmigti. Daha
sonra Ingiliz devlet adamlarinin da kabul ettigi bu taktik hatanin Anado-
lu'da iggallere karyi olusan yerel tepkilerin, Mustafa Kemal 6nderliginde
Erzurum ve Sivas Kongrelerini takiben ulusal boyuta déniigmesinde
onemli etken oldugu bilinmektedir.

5 Istanbul’da Deniz Yarbay: Luke’ten Amiral Webb’e 25 Arahik 1919 tarihli yazi. Bkz.
Bilal Simsir, Ingiliz Belgelerinde Atatiirk (1919-1938). c. 1., Ankara, TTK. 1973. s. 312-313.
Belge 109, Ek. 1.
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Bu olusumun, Istanbul ile Anadolu arasindaki gli¢ dengesini birincisi-
nin aleyhine degigtirdigi gozlenmektedir. Nitekim, Sivas Kongresi'nin he-
men ertesinde Damat Ferit'in istifasi istenmig bu olmadigi zaman Istanbul
ile tiim baglantilar kesilmigtir. Yeniden diyalogun baslamas: ancak onun
istifas1 ve Ali Riza Paga’nin hiikiimeti kurmasi ile gergeklesmigtir.

Yeni hiikiimet Anadolu ile diyaloga agik oldugunu 20-22 Ekim 1919
tarihlerinde Bahriye Nazin Salih Pasa bagkanhginda bir kurulu Amasya'ya
gondererek gostermistir ki bu aym zamanda Anadolu’daki bu gii¢ olusu-
munun Istanbul i¢in ne denli tedirgin edici bir boyuta ulaghginin da
gostergesi olarak alinabilir.

Amasya Goriigmeleri'nde Anadolu’nun isteklerinden bazilann gergek-
lesmemigse de, hem Erzurum hem de Sivas kongrelerinde iizerinde 1srarla
durulan segimlerin yapilarak meclisin agilmas: gibi kogul gergeklesmis ve
12 Ocak 1g20’de bir seneyi agan bir siire kapali duran Meclis-i Mebusan,
{iyelerinin segimle saptanmasin takiben agilmgtir.

Boylece bolgesel qikar politikalan nedeniyle onemli gordiikleri bir
merkezde Ingilizleri rahatsiz edecek yeni bir olusum ortaya ¢ikmaktaydi.
Nitekim, General Staff Intelligence’in 13.2.1920 tarihinde fstanbul’dan
gonderdigi rapor 6zellikle ulusgulann Istanbul’da elde ettikleri giig ve et-
kinlikleri goyle siralamaktadur:

a) Meclis-i Mebusan’in agihgi igin yapilan caligmalar ve secimlerle
Mustafa Kemal taraftan mebuslar secilerek Istanbul’a gonderilmiglerdir.
Boylece Anadolu’daki ulusal hareket taraftar1 veya sempatizani olan ¢o-
gunluk burada olugturulmugtur.

b) Eldeki bilgilere gore Istanbul’da gizli bir uluscu orgiit ag da ger-
¢eklestirilmistir. Bunlann arasinda eski fttihatgilar da bulunmaktadr.

c) Aynca gizli polis rgiitii icinde de gliglii bir haber alma agimi da
ulusgular gergeklestirmiglerdir.

d) Diger bir gelisme ise Uskiidar’da islami duygulan kériikleyici gizli
toplantlann diizenlenmesi ve buralarda “gerektigi takdirde yeni bir devlet kur-
maya” kadar giden ileriye déniik diigiincelerin hem de Ingilizlerin yaniba-
sinda tartigilabilmesi ise gelismelerden duyulan tedirginlikteki hakhhgn
bir bagka kanmtidir.
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Biitiin bu gelismelerle ulusgularin, itilaf Devletleri’ni tehdit etmek ye-
rine kamuoyunu bilinglendirmeyi amagladiklan anlagilmaktadir®.

Aslinda ulusgularin Istanbul’da elde ettikleri inisyatifle Ingilizleri ra-
hatsiz eden tablo bununla kalmamaktadir. Ayni raporda; Istanbul’un tiim
askeri kontrolunun ulusgulardan Kemalettin Bey kumandasindaki 10
timenin elinde bulundugu ve bu tiimenin alaylarinin Genelkurmay’dan
atanan seckin subaylarin yonetiminde bulunup modern silahlarla donatil-
dig1; Bostancr’da Ingilizlere ait silah depolarini basarak silahlanan sivillerin
Gebze ve Erenkdy’de bir tehdit unsuru olusturdugu; gizli ulusgu orgiitiin
sahip oldugu istihbarat ve kars: istihbarat gruplan ile kamuoyu duygulan-
ni cogturduklan, hatta, Nasihat, fzmir'e Dogru, Irade-i Milliye, Eskisehir,
Babalik gibi gazeteleri el altindan kente sokarak halki bilinglendirdikleri,
gerek Akbas Baskim gerekse Bandirma’nin Ingilizler tarafindan bosaltilma-
sinin ise tamamen ulusgularin baskilan sonucu oldugu bilgileri yeralmak-
tadir’.

Yukarida detaylan ile belgeleyerek agiklamaya galiggimiz ve aralarin-
da koordineli bilgi ahgverisi ¢aligmalan oldugu belgelerden sezinlenen pa-
nislamist, bolsevik ve nihayet Anadolu’daki ulusgu gelismelerin eksenini
olusturan ve Ingilizlerin harekete ge¢melerinde bardag tagiran olayin sal-
tanatin tek varisi ve Sultan Abdiilaziz’in oglu olan Abdilmecit ile ilgili
bilgilerin varligi olmalidir.

Aslinda elimizde bulunan ve Istanbul’un isgalinin olduk¢a sonrasinin
tarihini tagiyan gizli rapor bu konuda onemli bilgileri icermektedir.
25.9.1920 tarihini tagilyan bu gizli raporda Prens Abdiilmecit ile Sadr-i
azam Damat Ferit Pasa arasinda siddetli bir rekabetin ve gegimsizligin ol-
dugu, bunun 1919 yillnin erken aylarinda basladigi anlatilmaktadir. Bu
gecimsizlige temel nedenin ise teamiil geregi toren yapilmadan Prens
Abdiilmecit’in esinin prenses linvanim kullanmasi ve Damat Ferit'in esi-
nin buna itiraz etmesi gésterilmektedir. Ancak, ulusgularin, Istanbul’un is-
galini takiben saltanat makaminin gelecegi ile ilgili tasarimlan iginde
Abdiilmecit’e de bir rol bigildigi hatta onun kagirilma olasihigina karsi Da-
mat Ferit'in yerini koruyabilmek igin Ingilizlere ve Sultan’a yaklagarak on-
lani Abdiilmecit’e karsi tavir almaya davet ettigi diistiniilebilir. Nitekim,

¢ PRO-WO 158/933. No. 172748 s. 3. Istanbul’dan General Staff Intelligence’in 13
Subat 1920 tarihli raporu.

7 A.ge.,s. 2-3.
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Abdiilmecit kisa bir siire sonra Dolmabahge’de gozaltina alinirken su ge-
rekgeler 6ne siiriilmekteydi:

— Abdiilmecit ulusgularla iligki igindedir ve onlara sempati goster-
mektedir.

— Ulusgu liderler, onu Anadolu’ya kagirmak igin biiyiik bir plan ha-
airlamiglar ve escort gorevi lstlenmek lizere bir grup siivariyi He-
kimbag ciftliginde konuklandirmaktadirlar.

Biitin bu duyumlar Damat Ferit tarafindan saltanat varisini bertaraf
ederek hem sultani hem de kendi pozisyonunu kurtarmak amacina déniik
bir politik manevra oldugu diigiiniilebilir, ancak ger¢eklesme olasih@ kar-
gisinda Anadolu ve islam diinyasindaki olugumlar yeni bir lidere kavug-
mug olacakti ki buda Ingilizlerin, Hinde kadar uzanan islam diinyas: ile
ilgili politikalarinin iflas etmesi demekti.

Ciinkii, Ingilizler islam diinyasinda etkin olmanin yolunun Saltanat
ve Halifelik makamlanni (herne kadar eski giiciinii yitirmig olsa da) dene-
tim altinda tutmaktan gegtigine inamiyorlardi. Nitekim varligi tartigihr olsa
da 12 Eylil 1919 tarihinde Damat Ferit'le imzaladiklan s6zlegmenin ko-
sullan arasina “Suriye ve Mezopotamya’da ve misliimanlann oturduklan
yerlerde Halifenin moral destegini kullanabilme” yetkisini sikigirmiglard.

Mondros Birakigmasi’mi takibeden bir yillik siirede bélgede ortaya ¢i-
kan bu gelismeler kargisinda Ingiliz karar alma mekanizmalaninin, haber
alma orgiitlerince elde edilen bu bilgi akimi kargisinda bog durmadig, ye-
ni analizlere yonelerek yeni projeksiyonlar olugturdugu goriilmektedir.

Ingiltere’nin 6nce Istanbul ve bogazlarda, giderek bdlgede (Anadolu-
Yakin Dogu-Kafkaslar) ve Uzak Dogu’daki gikarlarin1 olumsuz olarak etki-
lemesi olasi bu geligmeler kargisinda daha 29 Arahk 1g1g9’da Yiiksek Ko-
miser Baggevirmeni Mr. Ryan tarafindan yayinlanan ve yukardaki satirlar-
da degindigimiz Istanbul’da Deniz Yarbayr Luke tarafindan hazirlanan
25.12.1919 tarihli rapordaki goriigleri destekleyerek hazirlanan memoran-
dumu, Ingiliz diplomasisinde yeni arayiglara yonelindiginin gostergesi ola-
rak kabul edebiliriz.

Bu raporda;

1 — Bolgevikler ve panislamistlerin aym politik ¢izgide eylemlere geg-
tigi ve bunun temel amacinin Islam diinyasinda batihlara kargi bir tepki

yaratmaya yonelik oldugu, Itilaf Devletleri ve zellikle Biiyiik Britanya’nin
hedef alindigy,
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2 — Islamcilarin, bu eylem igin en elverigli iis olarak Istanbul’u seg-
tikleri,

3 — Her iki tarafin izledigi politikanin Islam diinyasinda Ingiltere’nin
egemenligini zedeleyici nitelikte oldugu,

4 — Anadolu’da giderek giiglenen ltilaf ve Ingiliz karsin ulusgu hare-
ketin her iki akimla iligkide oldugu, bu nedenle;

a) Giig kullanarak ulusgu hareketi bastirmak ve kogullan sert bir bari-
$1 kabul ettirmek,

b) Biiyiik Britanya’dan bagka bir giiciin kontrolu altina girecek Sul-
tan-Halife makaminin islamin hangi subelerince taninacagini amag-
layan kigkirtici bir aragtirmadan kaginmak®,

Bundan yaklagik bir hafta sonra konunun, Earl Curzon’un 4 Ocak
1920’de hazirlayarak kabinede dagitifi memorandum ile hiikiimete malol-
dugu ve ilk kez Istanbul’'un gelecegi ile ilgili diisiincelerin agik bir bigim-
de dile getirildigi gozlenmektedir. Earl Curzon bu memorandumunda; Is-
tanbul’'un gerek Tiirklerden gerekse kutsal makamlardan temizlenmesinin
Islam diinyasinda yaratmasi olas: tepkileri lizerinde durmakta ve béyle bir
gelismenin panislamist ve panturanist duygulan kigkirtabilecegine dikkatle-
ri gekerek ... Sultanin Istanbul’da bulunmasinin érnegin Bursa’da bulun-
masindan daha kabul edilebilir oldugunu, ¢iinkii bu taktirde eski bagkent-
teki Sultanin bundan sonraki hareketlere (ltilaf Devletleri’nce yapilmasi
disliniilen) potansiyel gii¢ kazandirabilecegi ...”? tezini ortaya atmaktadir.

Boylece Ingiliz hiikiimetinin giindemine giren Istanbul ve bogazlarin
durumu, Lloyd George tarafindan da yavas yavas Itilaf Devletleri’nin
gindemine sokulmak iizere bang konferansina sunulmugtur. Lloyd Geor-
ge acikea;

1 — Istanbul ve bogazlarin Ingiliz ve Fransiz egemenliginde uluslar-

arasi konuma getirilmesi,

2 — Hiiklimetin Anadolu’ya transferi,

3 — Istanbul’'un sadece Halifelik makami ve dini bir merkez olarak
korunmasini 6nerebilmistir.

8 Mr. Ryanin 29 Aralik 1919 tarihli raporu, Bilal $imgir, Y.a.g.e., s. 314, v.d. Belge
109. Ek. 2.

® Istanbul’'un gelecegi iizerine 4 Ocak 1920 tarihinde Earl Curzon’un hazirladifi me-
morandum. 4.g.¢., s. 300 v.d. Belge. 107.
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Bunun gazetelerden ogrenilmesi iizerine, Anadolu ve Rumeli Vilayet-
lerini Miidafaa-i Hukuk Cemiyeti Reisi sifati ile Mustafa Kemal’in tepkisi
oldukga sert olmugtur '°,

Bunun yanisira, Lloyd George’un bu onerilerinin haber alinmas: tze-
rine Anadolu’da biiyiik bir tepki olusmus ve 116 yerlesim biriminden im-
zali protesto mektuplan toplanmigtir''.

Bu olaylar Ingilizleri rahatsiz edici bigimde gelisirken Meclis-i Mebu-
san’in agilmasi ile birlikte yeni olusumlarda ortaya gikmaktadir. Anado-
lu’dan segilerek gelen giiglii ulusgu temsilcilerin, sadece meclis ¢atis1 altin-
da degil ayn1 zamanda Istanbul’da halk arasinda cogku yaratmaya calis-
malan '?, meclis bagkanligina, ulusgulara sempati duyan ve onlara yardim
ettigi soylenen Resat Hikmet beyi segmeleri'® Istanbul’da dengeyi lehleri-
ne gevirmeye bagladiklarinin isaretleri idi.

Hele Ingiliz General Head Quarters’dan War Office’e gonderilen 18
Subat 1920 tarihli ve “iist diizeyde gok giivenilir bir Tiirk ajaninin” verdi-
gi bilgilere dayanilarak hazirlanan gizli yazida yeralan: “... ulusgulanin ba-
ns kosullarinin agir olmas: kargisinda Halifeyi degistirerek yerine Sultan ai-
lesinden bir bagkasini getirmeyi diigiindiikleri ...” yolundaki istihbaratin
yanisira; Batum’un panislamist, panturanist ve bolsevik etkinliklerin mer-
kezine doniigtiigii yolundaki ek bilgiler', Abdiilmecit ile ilgili duyumlarda
gercek payr oldugu yolunda Ingilizleri, baglagiklan ile birlikte girisimde
bulunmaya iten son gelismeler olmalidir.

Ancak, tiim bu gelismelerden Fransiz tarafimin habersiz oldugunu ka-
bul etmekde yanhs olacaktir. Anadolu ve Orta Dogu’da kurduklan giicli
haberalma ag ile elde edilen ve Paris’te Disisleri Bakanhgr’na ve Savag
Bakanhigi’na ulagtirilan bilgiler bize bunu dogrulamaktadir.

9 Ocak 1920 tarihli Istanbul’da Defrance tarafindan hazrlanan rapor-
larda; Kafkasya, Tiirkistan, Afganistan, fran, Anadolu, Arabistan, Misir ve
Suriye’de etkili bir bolgevik propagandasinin varoldugu ve bunun, ftilaf

10 Mustafa Kemal’in 11 Ocak 1920 tarihli protestosu, 4.g.¢., Bel. 118. Ek. 2.

' {stanbul’da Amiral Sir Robeck’in, Earl Curzon’a yazdii 29 Ocak 1920 tarihli mek-
tup. 4.g.e., Belge 118. Ek. 1.

12 Amiral Sir Robeck’ten, Curzon’a 6 Subat 1920 tarihli yazi. 4.g.¢., Bel. 123.

13 12 §ubat 1920 tarihli ML 1. C. haftalik istihbarat raporu. 4.g.e., s. 379. Belge. 131.

4 General Head Quarters’dan War Office’e gonderilen 18 Subat 1920 tarihli rapor.
A.g.e.,s. 377.
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kanadindan &zellikle Ingiltere ve Fransa’ya karyi diizenlendigi vurgulan-
maktadir. 3 Subat 1920’de La Haye’den Quai d’Orsay’e gekilen telgrafta
ise bolseviklerin Suriye ve Anadolu’daki etkinliklerine yer verilmektedir'®.
Bolseviklerin diinya politikalarinin en garpici belgesi ise 24 Mart 1920 ta-
rihinde Ankara’ya gelen Kazanh bir tliccarin agiklamalarimi igeren rapor
olmalidir ki bu belgenin fotokopisini bildirimize ekliyoruz'®.

Boylece Istanbul’'un gelecegi ile ilgili tartiymalar ilk kez Londra’da 28
Subat 1920’de, Ingiliz, Fransiz ve Japon temsilcilerinin olusturdugu ulus-
lararasi platforma taginmaktadir.

LONDRA KONFERANSLARI

Tiim bu gelismelerin Londra’da 28 Subat 1920 tarihinde Itilaf Devlet-
leri'nce degerlendirmeye alindigi ve sonu¢ asamasina dogru bir satrang
gériinimiindeki goriismelere baglandigi gézlenmektedir. Ingiltere’'nin hig
zaman kaybetmek istemedigi ve gorigmelerin daha baginda inisyatifi ele
alarak Maras olaylarini giindemin esas maddesine donigtiirdiigii, bagla-
siklannin dikkatlerini hep bu konuda toplamak istedigi anlagilmaktadir.
Japonya’ninda katildig ilk goriigmelerde giindemdeki ana tema:

— Mustafa Kemal Marag olaylarinin bag sorumlusudur,
— O, Istanbul Hiikiimeti ile gizli iligkiler i¢indedir,
— Bab-1 Ali araciligs ile Mustafa Kemal baski altina alinmaldir.

Ancak goriigmelerin diger liyeleri olan devlet temsilcileri Mustafa Ke-
mal iizerinde kurulmas: diisiiniilen bdyle bir baskinin etkili olacagindan
emin olmadiklarini vurgulamaktadirlar .

Itilaf Devletleri’nin temsilcilerinden olusan bu kurulun aym giin Ingil-
tere Bagbakani Lloyd George’un bagkanhginda Downing Street numara
10’daki bagbakanlik konutunda yaptg goriigmelerde, ise tartisma konula-
rinin billurlagtigi ve bir 6nceki toplantida Ingiltere’nin baglagiklarimi konu-
ya hazirlama safhasini olusturdugu agtkgca sezilmektedir.

15 Dr. Bige Yavuz. Istiklal Savag Doneminde Tiirk-Fransiz lligkileri (Fransiz Argiv
Belgeleri agisindan 1919-1922) Ankara, TITE 1989 Basilmakta olan doktora tezi. s. 109.

16 fstanbul’da Fransiz Askeri Atagesi’nin (SR Marine) 24 Mart 1920 tarihli raporu.
Chateau de Vincennes Archive de Guerre Seri 7 N 3210 DOS. 6. s. 1-2; PRO-FO 371/
5220 No. 173049. Ayni konuda Tahran’da Sir Cox tarafindan 17 Nisan 1920 tarihinde yazi-
lan rapor.

17 Ingiliz Dugigleri Bakanhgi’nda 28 Subat 1920 tarihinde yabana digigleri bakanhg sek-
reterlerinin katildig: konferans zabitlan. Bilal §imgir. Y.a.g.¢, s. 393. Bel. 135.
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Itilaf Devletleri’nin en giiglii iiyesi Fransa’yr yakindan ilgilendiren Ma-
ras olaylarinin, Ingiltere tarafinca alabildigince somiiriiliip etkili bir provo-
kasyon araci olarak kullanildig: goriigmelerde, tartiyjma konulan géyle or-
taya ¢cikmaktadir;

— Marag olaylan1 6n planda Fransa ve ermenilere kargi olmakla bir-
likte tiim Itilaf devletlerine yoneliktir ve baglagiklar prestij kaybina ugrat-
mgtir.

— Bu olaylann direkt sorumlusu Mustafa Kemal’dir ve O, Istanbul
ile son derece gizli iligkiler i¢indedir,

— Bu nedenle O’nun yola getirilmesi gerekmektedir.

Bu durumun devamu halinde kendilerine agir barig kosullarinin dikte
ettirilecegi yolunda Istanbul Hiikiimetine baski yapilmalidir.

Ancak, Ingilterc’nin bu tezine kargihik Fransa temsilcileri M. Cambon
ve M. Berthelot, Italyan temsilcisinin de katithmiyla;

— Mustafa Kemal'in hareketlerinin durdurulmasi yolunda Istanbul
Hiikiimeti nezdinde girisimlerde bulunmanin higbir sonug vermeyecegi,

— Giinkii O’nun Istanbul Hiikiimeti ile iligkide oldugunun kuskulu
oldugu, kald: ki O’nun ulusgu giigleri, istanbul diginda olugturdugu,

— Bu nedenle Kilikya ve Istanbul’a donanma géndermenin yararh
olmayacagin1 savunarak bir karg: tez geligtirmektedirler.

Londra Gériigmeleri’nin dgleden sonraki oturumunda Ingilizlerin bag-
lagiklannm1 ortak hareket etme yolunda ikna ederek, kendi amaglan
yoniinde 6nemli kazang saglamalanna kargin yine de onlann, son girigim-
de bulunmadan énce Istanbul’daki Yiiksek Komiserlerin olugturacag
Yiiksek Konsey’e hiikiimet nezdinde sert baskida bulunma yetkisinin ve-
rilmesi yolundaki 6nerilerini kabullenmek zorunda kaldiklan goézleniyor '®.
Nitekim, Yiiksek Komiserlere Kilikya olaylarinin énlenmedigi takdirde
sert 6nlemlerin alinacagim ve Istanbul’un isgalinin baglayacagim hiikiime-
te bildirme talimat verilmistir '°,

Bu talimat {izerine Yiiksek Komiserlerin girigimlerini baslatug: anlagil-
maktadir. Nitekim, Ingiliz Yiiksek Komiseri Amiral De Robeck 29 Subat

8 A.ge,s.393-411. Bel. 135-137.
¥ A.ge.,s. 410.Bel. 137.
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ve 2 Mart 1920 tarihinde Lord Curzon’a gonderdigi telgraflarinda;
Tirklerin bang antlagmasinda direndiklerini, bu direnigi kirmanin tek yo-
lunun, General Milne’inde destekledigi tek ¢oziim olan; Istanbul’da fiili
durum yaratmak oldugunu hararetle savunmaktadir?.

Yiiksek Komiserlerin, Istanbul Hiikiimeti nezdinde ve kendilerine ve-
rilen talimat lzerine baglattiklar girisimlerin sonuglarini goriigmek iizere
baglagiklarin temsilcileri 4 ve 10 Mart 1920 tarihlerinde biraraya gelerek
Istanbul ve bogazlar ile ilgili politikalarin1 yeniden gozden gegirmislerdir.
Bu goriigmelerde Bagbakan Lloyd George ve Disigleri Bakani Earl Curzon
Istanbul’daki Ingiliz Yiiksek komiseri De Robeck’in yaptigi degerlendirme-
ler tizerinde durmuglardir; Mustafa Kemal’in siradan bir egkiya olmadig:
ve Erzurum yoéneticisi oldugunu unutmamak gerektigi bu nedenle ilk ola-
rak Istanbul Hiikiimeti’nden O’nun gorevden alinmasimi istemenin gerek-
tigi, ancak bundan sonra Istanbul’'un iggali sorununa sira gelecegi yolun-
daki Ingiliz 6nerileri Fransiz temsilci Cambon tarafindan anlayigla kargi-
lanmigtir. Lord Curzon bu geligmenin, yani Istanbul’un iggali konusunun
Fransizlar tarafindan destek gordiigii izlenimini edinmesi tiizerine ikinci
etap onerilerini goriigme masasina getirmektedir. O da Istanbul Tiirklerde
kalacak ancak Sultan baglagiklarin korumas: altinda bulunacaktir?',

Boylece Ingilizler, Istanbul ve bogazlar ile ilgili politikalarinda bagla-
siklann kargisinda onemli bir asama kazanarak onlarnida kendi taraflarina
cekmeyi bagarmis goriinmektedirler. Bu arada Italyanlarin, Mustafa Ke-
mal’e Erzurum yoneticiliginden el gektirilmesinin pratik bir sonug verme-
yecegi ve O’nun ulusgu hareketin lideri, olmaya devam edecegi hatta dik-
te ettirilmek istenen barig antlagsmasi kosullarina giddetle karsi koyacag
goriiglinde 1srar ettikleri goriilmektedir?,

Gorigmelere bu asamada katilan Venizelos’un ise Yunanhlann tarih-
sel kiskirtma politikalarina devam ettigi, Lloyd George’unkine kosut politi-
ka izleyerek dikkatleri Dogu Trakya lizerinde topladig: gorilmektedir. An-
cak, Ingiltere’'nin yaklagiminin istanbul ve bogazlarin yanisira Anadolu’ya
yayllma egilimi gostermesi tizerine Fransiz temsilci Cambon’un duraksadi-
g1 anlagilmaktadir. Zira, boyle bir egilimin Turkiye’ye karsi biiyiik bir sa-

2 Amiral Sir Robeck’ten Lord Curzon’a 29 Subat 1920 ve 2 Mart 1920 tarihli telgraf-
lar. 4.g.e., s. 410. v.d. Bel. 138-140.

2! Baglagiklanin 4 Mart 1920 tarihli Londra Konferansi zabitlan. A.g.e., s. 429-431.
2 A.ge.,s. 434

Belleten C.LVI, 62
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vag verme geregini beraberinde getirebilecegi ve bununda parlamentonun
onayni zorunlu kilacagini diisiinmektedir.

Bundan sonra M. Cambon, Fransiz politikasini agik bir bigimde orta-
ya koymaktadir. Buna gore:

— Kilikya olaylan direkt olarak Fransa'y: ilgilendirmektedir,

— Istanbul’a karyi bir operasyon’a girijmeden o6nce, Bab-1 Ali’nin
Mustafa Kemal nezdinde girigimleri istenmeli ve sonucu beklenmelidir.

Ingilizlerin bir oldu-bitti ¢abuklugu ile sonuca ulastirmak istedikleri
politikalarinin Fransa tarafindan verilen bu 6neri ile yavaglatilmaya ¢aligil-
mas: kargisinda, samimiyeti tartigilabilir olmasina kargin Lloyd George’u,
Cambon’la aym diisiincede oldugunu vurgulamak zorunda birakmigtir 2.

Ancak, bu arada Venizelos’un kigkirtmalarina hiz kazandirarak bagla-
sik devletler temsilcilerini etkilemeye devam ettigi gozlenmektedir. Ona
gore;

— Istanbul’da bir mebuslar meclisi vardr,

— Uyeleri demokratik segimle isbagina getirilmistir,

— Bir ok mebus Mustafa Kemal tarafindan génderilmigtir,

— Alnan karar ve Kilikya olaylarindan bu meclis sorumludur. Kapa-
tilmal veya lagvedilmelidir?.

Ancak, Ingiltere’nin birazda Yunan kiskirtmalan etkisinde Istanbul ve
bogazlanin digina yayilan, Anadolu’nun yeniden paylasimini beraberinde
getiren onerileri, baglagiklarin duraksamasina ve kafalarinda bir Ingiliz
oyununun piyonu olduklan diigiincesinin uyanmasina neden oldugu
gozlenmektedir. Ozellikle Ingiltere’nin Trakya’da Catalca hattimin batisinin
ve Izmirin Yunanllara birakilmasinin, Erzurum’u igine alan bagimsiz bir
Ermenistan’in yanisira bagimsiz bir Kiirdistan’in kurulmasi yolundaki
onerileri baglagiklarin diger kanad: tilkelerini duraklamaya itmigtir?®. An-
cak, bu duraklama Venizelos’a bir koz kazandirmis ve o, Ingiliz politikas:

B A.g.e,s. 436.

2 Baglagiklann Londra’da Downing Street 10 (Bagbakanhk Konutu)da 5 Mart
1920’de yaptiklan toplant zabitlan. 4.g.e., s. 439.

% Lord Curzon’dan Amiral Sir Robeck’e 6 MArt 1920 tarihli yazi. A.g.e.
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dogrultusunda kuvvet katliminda bulunmaya Yunanistan’in hazir oldugu-
nu alelacele bildirmistir .

Baglagiklarin 10 Mart 1920 tarihinde Downing Street 10.’da yaptiklan
toplantinin ise tam bir satrang goriiniimiinde oldugu gozlenmektedir. Bu
goriigmelerde Lloyd George’un Istanbul icin diiglintilen operasyonu sonug
safhasina ulastirdigi ve detaylarini saptadigi goriliiyor. Buna gore;

— Istanbul iggal edilecek,

— Sivil idare el degistirecek,

— Ulusgu liderler tutuklanacak,
— Parlamento lagvedilecek.

Buna karst Mr. Cambon, Fransiz kargi 6nerilerini soyle siralamakta-
dir;

— Istanbul zaten isgal altindadr,

— Harbiye Nezareti tiim olaylardan sorumlu ise buraya el koymak
yeterlidir,

— Segilmig bir parlamentoyu lagvetmek beklenmeyen sorunlan bera-
berinde getirebilecektir.

Kald: ki Italyan delegesi Signor Scialoja’da benzer gorusler ifade et-
mektedir.

— Segilmis parlamentonun lagvedilmesi pratikte fayda saglamaz,

— Ozellikle Istanbul’dan siiriilen bir parlamento Anadolu’da gok teh-
likeli bir gekilde Mustafa Kemal tarafindan kullanilir?’.

iste bu nedenle konferans, Ingiltere’nin amaglarina arag olmayarak;
hristiyanlarin kars1 eylemlerini 6nlemek ve ileride saptanacak bang kosul-
larim Tiirklere kabul ettirmek lizere Istanbul’u isgal ve Harbiye Nezareti’-
ni kontrol altina almaya karar veriyor®. 10 Mart 1920’de yani iggalden
tam 6 giin once Istanbul’daki Ingiliz Yiiksek Komiseri De Robeck’in
gonderdigi telgrafta Ingiliz, Fransiz ve ftalyan Yiiksek Komiserlerinin,

2 Mr. Kerr’dan Mr. Cambelle’a g Mart 1920 tarihli yazi. 4.g.e.

77 1o Mart 1920 tarihinde Londra’da Downing Street 10'da yapilan Baglagiklar Konfe-
rans: tutanaklan. 4.g.e., s. 445-446.

8 A.g.e.,s. 446.
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Yiiksek Konsey’in, Istanbul’'un iggal edilmesi ve Anadolu ile ilgili kararlan
kargisinda olmasi muhtemel geligmeleri géyle siraladiklar: gortiliyor:

— Tiirkiye boyle agir bir bang antlagmasini reddedebilir,

— Sultanin istifas: veya istifa ettirilmesi; yeni sultan atanmasi, Anado-
lu’da yeni hiikiimet kurulmasi, parlamentonun Anadolu’ya kagmasi, Ana-
dolu ve Trakya’da hristiyanlara kars: katliamlar1 baglatabilir,

— Avrupa’da, Bulgar ve Tiirklerin Yunanhlara ortak hareketi, sz ko-
nusu olabilir,

— Yakin gelecekte, Asya’da Bolsevikler, Araplar ve Tiirklerin birlikte
harekete gegmeleri olasidir .

Biitlin bu degerlendirmelere karsin, Yiiksek Komiserler, Yiiksek Kon-
sey’in emirleri uyannca: Istanbul’'un isgal edilecegini, Itilaf Devletleri’nin,
Harbiye ve Bahriye Nezaretlerini iggal ve PTT’yi ve polisi kontrol altina
alarak, asayisi saglayacaklarini igeren 15 Mart 1920 tarihli ortak kararlan-
n1 agiklarlar,

16 Mart'ta ise yaymladiklan bildiride; Istanbul’un gegici olarak isgal
edildigini, saltanat otoritesinin yikilmayacagini ancak kangikliklar yayginla-
sirsa niyetin degigebilecegini vurgulayan ikinci bir bildiri yayinlarlar3!,

Buna karyi Mustafa Kemal, Heyet-i Temsiliye adina 16-17/03/1920%
ve 25 Mart’ta yayinladig bildirilerde®® olayin tam bir “modern hagh sefe-
ri” niteliginde, islamiyete ve Halifeye bir saldin oldugunu vurgulayarak
ozellikle Islam iilkelerinin duygularina seslenir.

Sonug :

Istanbul’un iggalini hazirlayan gelismelerle ilgili olarak yabanci arsiv
belgelerinin 151inda elde ettigimiz sonuglan soyle siralamak olanakhdir:

¥ Amiral Sir Robeck’ten 10 Mart 1920 tarihli yazi. 4.g.e., s. 453. Belge 150.

% Baglagik Yiiksek Komiserlerince hazirlanan 1 5 Mart 1920 tarihli Istanbul’'un iggali
karan. A.g.e., s. 461. Ek No. 153.

3 Ingiliz, Fransiz ve Italyan Yiiksek Komiserlerinin 16 Mart 1920 tarihli bildirisi;
A.g.e, s. 463. No. 154.

3 Nutukc. 1. 5. 559.

 Istanbul’da Fransiz Yiiksek Komiseri’nin 25 Mart 1920 tarihli telgrafinin kopyas:.
Bilal §imgir. 4.g.e., s. 466, No. 158.
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1 — XIX. yiizyil boyunca Ingiltere’nin dis politikasinda 6nemli yer
isgal eden bogazlar ve dolayisiyla Istanbul’'un, Mondros Birakismasi’nin
sonrasinda da bu énemini siirdiirdiigii anlagilmaktadir. Ingiliz makamla-
rinca hazrlanan raporlar Ingiltere’nin Orta Dogu ve Kafkaslardaki gikarla-
nnin korunmasinda Istanbul ve bogazlara ne denli 6nem verdiklerini ve
bu konuda orta ve uzun vadeli politikalar geligtirmeye basladiklarini bel-
gelemektedir.

2 — Bolgede giderek gelisen panislamist egilimlerin, giiclenen bolse-
viklerle ortak noktalarda biraraya gelerek bir birlesik gili¢ odagi olustur-
malari, Ingilizleri, bélgedeki ¢ikarlarinin korunmasinda ivedi olarak giri-
simlerle bulunmaya itmektedir.

3 — Bunlann yanisira, Anadolu’daki ulusgu hareketin Istanbul’u etki
alanina almasi ise en yakin ve en biiyiik tehlike olarak degerlendirilmekte-
dir.

4 — Bir yandan panislamist, diger yandan bolgeviklerle temasta bulu-
nan ulusgularin “gerektigi takdirde yeni bir devlet kurmay: diiglinebilecek-
leri ve boyle bir olusumda saltanat varisi Abdiilmecit’e gorev bigebilecek-
leri” yolunda duyumlarin alinmasi, Ingilizlerin bélgede uygulamay:
diiiindiikleri politikalarini bagarisiz kilabilecekti. Ciinkii boyle bir olusum
islam diinyasinda etkili oldugu kabul edilen makamlarin Istanbul’dan
Anadolu’ya gegmesi demekti. Bu ise, Ingilizlerin 12 Eylil 1919 tarihinde
Damat Ferit'le yaptiklan gizli antlasma taslagi maddeleri arasina koyarak
elde ettikleri “mislimanlarin oturduklan yerlerde Halifenin moral destegi-
ni kullanabilme” yetkisinin sifirlanmasi anlamina gelecekti.

5 — Deniz Yarbay1 Luke’un 25.12.1919 tarihli raporunu destekleyen
Istanbul’daki Ingiliz Yiiksek Komiserligi Baggevirmeni Mr. Ryan’in
29.12.1919 tarihli raporu iizerine Earl Curzon, hazirladigi memorandum
ile Sultan-Halife ve bu makamlarin bulundugu Istanbul’'un gelecegi ile ilgi-
li diglincelerini 4 Ocak 1920’de ustalikla iilkesinin giindemine sokmay:
basarmigtir. Ayni giinlerde Lloyd George’da itilaf Devletleri’ni yavag yavasg
konuya 1sindirmaya baslamistir. Ancak, bu gelismelerden bilgi sahibi ol-
masi lizerine Mustafa Kemal 11 Ocak 1920 tarihinde oldukga sert tepki
gostermistir.

6 — Ingilizlerin Istanbul’'un iggalini diiglinmeye ve kamuoyu olugtur-
maya baglamalan bu tarih 6ncelerine rastlamaktadir ki bu sirada ortada
ne Meclis-i Mebusan vardir ve ne de Misak-1 Milli kabul ve ilan edilmis-
tir.
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Sonug olarak; itilaf Devletleri’nin, Meclis-i Mebusan’da 28 Ocak’ta
kabul edilen Ulusal Antt (Misak-1 Milli) aninda haber aldiklarin1 kabul
etsek, bu takdirde isgalin gergeklestigi 16 Mart’a kadar 2 aya yaklasan bir
sire beklemelerini nasil agiklayabiliriz?

Eger, ftilaf Devletleri’nin Ulusal Ant’tan, ilan tarihi olan 17 Subat’ta
haberdar olduklarini kabul ederek bunun isgalde aradiklan gegerli neden
oldugunu diigiinsek, bu tarihten 11 giin sonra baslayan ve iggal kararinin
alindig1 Londra Gériigmelerinde Ulusal Ant'in hig s6z konusu edilmemesi
nasil agiklanabilecektir?

Bu nedenlerle Istanbul’un iggali karannin alinmasinda Ulusal Ant'in

(Misak-1 Milli) gegerli bir nedeni olusturdugunu kabul etmek kanimizca
oldukga giigtiir.

7 — Acaba Marag olaylan isgalin tek ve gegerli nedeni olarak kabul
edilebilir mi?

Bilindigi ilizere, Sykes-Picot antlasmasi kogullarina aykini olarak Fran-
sizlara birakilan yerleri iggal eden Ingilizler 15 Eyliil 1919’da yaptiklan
gizli sdzlegmeyle, bu yerleri tekrar Fransizlara birakmglardir. Fransizlarin
bolgeye geligi hadiseli olmug ve halk direnige gegmekte gecikmemistir.
Ozellikle konumuzu olugturan Marag'a gelen Fransiz Gouverneur An-
drea’nin kaledeki Tiirk bayragini indirmesi tansiyonun biranda yiikselmese-
ni ve olaylarin patlak vererek gelismesini beraberinde getirmistir. Yerli
halkin kahramanca bagkaldins: ve ulusgulann destegi ile siddetlenen gar-
pismalar sonunda sorun, 12 Subat 1920 tarihinde Fransizlann bu kenti
terketmeleri ile g6ziimlenmigtir.

Sorunun ¢oziimlenmesinden alti giin sonrasinin yani 18 Subat 1920
tarihini tagiyan General Head Quarters’dan (Askeri Karargah) War Offi-
ce’e (Savag Bakanli1) gonderilen raporda Marag olaylarindan yine hig sz
edilmezken, “ulusgularin agir bang kogullan karsisinda Halifeyi degistere-
rek Sultan ailesinden birini bu makama getirmeyi diigiindiikleri” haberi-
nin yeralmasi, artik tiim dikkatlerin Abdiilmecid iizerinde yogunlagmasini
beraberinde getirmistir.

8 — Bu raporun iizerinden on giin gegtikten sonra baglayan Londra
Goériigmeleri tutanaklan irdelendiginde, Ingilizlerin, baglagiklarimi Istan-
bul’'un iggaline raz1 edebilmek icin tiim diplomatik oyunlara bagvurduklan
goriilmektedir.
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a) Ne Londra Gérigmeleri'ne en yakin tarihi tagimasi nedeniyle he-
men yukandaki satirlarda degindigimiz, ne de daha énceki belgelerde ye-
ralarak Ingiliz Disislerini ugragtiran konulara Londra Gorlusmeleri tuta-
naklarinda rastlanmadig gibi, tam tersine ézenle dikkatlerden uzak tutul-
maya ¢alisildig1 gozlenmektedir.

b) Ingiltere saltanat ve hilafet makamlarninin bulundugu Istanbul’un
isgalini baglagiklarina kabul ettirmeye calisirken;

I. Denetim altina alcag Halifenin manevi giiciinii tim islam dinya-
sinda kullanmayu,

IL. istanbul, dolayisiyla bogazlarin konumunda faydalanarak Anadolu
ve Orta Dogu’nun yanisira zengin maden kaynaklarinin bulundugu Kaf-
kaslar da denetim altinda tutmay,

II1. Bunun igin, bolgedeki ekonomik ve politik gikarlaninin korunma-
sina baglagiklarini da ortak etmeyi planlamaktadir. Ciinkii islam diinya-
sinda kendisine kargi baglamig olan ve gelisen tepkileri yalniz bagina karsi-
lamanin gligliigiiniin bilincindedir.

Ingiltere’nin amacina ulasmada bir arag olarak kullandigi Marag olay-
lan 15 giin Snce bitmig olmasina karsin Fransizlan tahrik etmek igin ilk
oturumundan itibaren Ingiltere tarafindan ustaca Londra Gortgmeleri
giindeminin bag maddesine déniistirilmiistiir. Hatta etkili olmamas! ola-
siigina karst Kilikya olaylarindan da faydalanilmaga calisildigi gozden
kagmamaktadir.

c) Gorigmelerin 10 Mart 1920 tarihli oturumunda herne kadar Lloyd
George’un felaketli sonuglari beraberinde getirmesi olasi Onerisi, Fransiz
ve Italyan temsilcileri tarafindan dnlenmis ve fstanbul’daki Yiiksek Komi-
serlerin 15-16 Mart 1920 tarihlerinde halkin tepkisini hesap edip yumusa-
tarak ilan ettikleri kararlan dogrultusunda iggal gergeklesmis ise de, Ingi-
lizler 18 Mart'ta cahigmalarina ara veren Meclis-i Mebusan Uyelerini tu-
tuklatarak isgalin geklini tamamen kendi planlan dogrultusunda degistire-
rek baglagiklarini oyuna getirmekten cekinmemiglerdir.

Bu gergek, iki ay sonra 20 Mayis 1920°’de Istanbul’da Fransiz Habe-
ralma Orgiitiiniin Savas Bakanligi'na yolladig: raporda goyle degerlendiril-
mistir: “Ingiltere sémirgeciligin tek suglusu ve 16 Mart 1920 isgalinin tek

sorumlusudur”.

% 20 Mayis 1920 Istanbul’da C.A.A’dan Paris'te Savas Bakanhigina gizli yazi, Archi-
ves de Guerre 7 N 3210. Dos. 4.
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Kanimizca konu ile ilgili géyle bir genel degerlendirme yapmak ola-
nakhdir:

Panislamist egilimlerin ve giderek giiclenen bolgevik yayllmaciliginin
bélgesel cikarlarini tehdit edici boyuta ulagmasi kargisinda Ingilizler Istan-
bul’un isgalini programlamaya baglamiglardir. Giinkii tiim bu olumsuz ge-
lismeleri Istanbul’dan kontrol ve denetim altina alabileceklerine inanmak-
tadirlar.

Béylece aymi tarihlerde ltilaf Devletleri'nce hazirlanan ve ileride agir
kogullu Sévrés’e déniigecek olan Uglii Uzlagma (Accord Tripartit) metnini
Tiirklere kabul ettirebilmek igin etkili bir bask: araci elde etmig olacaklan
yolundaki savda gegerlilik kazanmaktadir. Ancak, Istanbul’un iggalinde
Ulusal Ant gegerli etken olmadigi gibi, Marag olaylarinin ise, Ingiliz dip-
lomasisinin, iggal kararini baglagiklan ile birlikte alabilmek i¢in gorligme
masasina getirerek, isgalin hazirlayicis1 olan gergek nedenleri gizlemekte
ustaca kullandiklan bir politik arag oldugu gergegi ortaya cikmaktadir.
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SECRET. 81

THE STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF CONSTANTINOPLE TO
THE BRITISH EMPIRE.

1. Cunstantinople, in which term is included the Straits of the Dardunelles and the
Bosphorus, durives its strategic importance from ita dual cupacity of (a) a land bridge
and, (b) » sea pussage.

In its former capacity it will always provide, us it has in the past, a route for waves
of invasion between urope and Asia.  [n its latter capucity it gives nccess to the main
door of Russia and to an important line of advancs on India.

2. To reulize the above it is merely necessary to make u cursory examination of
history. Ou the collapse of the Byzantine Empire the resultant wave of invasion carried
the Turks across the causewsy of Constantinople to the gutes of Vienna, us well as
into Southern Russiu as fur as Poland and Tzuritsin. The subsequent decline of the
Turkish Empire produced a gradually increasing vacuum in the Near East, dwmmed by
the Balkan bridgehead. This may now be said to be complote, owing to the final
collapss of Turkey in the present war as a Great Power.

here have {xen two notable attempts to fill this vacuum whilst in process of
formation : (¢) The Russian tide, the first appearance of which was the advunce on the
Black Ses inaugurated by Poter the Great. This was seriously penotrating the
Turkish Empire until it wus brought to a standstill by (b) The Germanic tide, the set of
which is marked by the action of Bismarck and Lord ﬂeucolmﬁeld when they secured the
amendment of the treaty of Sun Stefuno by that of Berlin.

3. The ebb of Turkey and the combined pressure of these rival Germanic and
Ruasian efforts forced into being the block of Balkun States which in 1914 represented
the western bridgehead of Constantinople, and it wus, at least partly, the Germanic
assault on Serbia which caused the present war.

4. The abave historical sketch shows sutliciently the importance of
Coustantiniople us a land communication botween Europe und Asia.

It has beon mentioned that the original Turkish invasion, after reaching the
Buwpliorus, crossed the Bluck Sea into Southern Russin, and when the Russiun tide
first set towards the Black Sea the actisn of Peter the Great in the formation of the
Russian Navy brings into historical prominence the importance of Constantinopls as n
ses pge.  Of this the im,)orwnca lias also been accentuated in the present war by
the Dardanelles campuign. The failure to open the Struits way be said to have been
oue of the muin cuuses for the present ttute of Russia. Had the other Entents powers
been able to maintain communication with Russia through the Black Sea it is prubable
that there would have been no collapse of Russia and that she would now be a great
organized power in being.

6. Though the sbovu two attempted invasions of Asin Minor by the land and sea
passage through Constantinople have fuiled, the law of the vacuum is inexorable, and
unless the autochthonous states of Arabia, Armenia and Q'rans-Caucasia can satisfy
this vacuum, we must face an inevitable flow of invasion trom Europe into Asia Minor.

What form this invasion will take it is ewrly to prophesy, but the Germanic
population of REurope still numbers 90,000,000, Freuch ambitions have been
re-awakened, and above all, a powerful and wmbitious Slavic Stats in the nume of
Groater Serbia is being formed.  Purhaps we have the most to fear from the last
named for it does not scem that Buluria alone will be able to stand between this State
and Constantinopls, and the present policy of Ituly tunds to alienats Greator Serbia
from the Eutente. At the sumo time the inubilily of the Entents to give practical’
help to Russin during the war and since the revolution way well result in an anti-
Euntente orientation of Russian palicy in the future..

Therefore, from the broadest point of view the importance of Consrantinople to
au Ewpire such as ouraelves, with great intercsts in the linst, is clear, and it is there
that any future naval expunsion buscd ou u reconstructed Russiu must be turottled.

(Blysns) 150 13/18 1143 060w

I a-b. The Strategic Importance of Coustantinople to the British Empire.
General Staff War Office 22 Aralik 1918. PRO-WO 106/64-172331.
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6. Admitting this argument, it vémaing to be cxumined what method of holding
the gate we cun accept us providing suflicient sceurity.
Should Turkey be diapossussmt candidates to be considered might be—
(a.) Greece,
b.) The United States or
c.) Ourselves.

(a.) It would not be desirable to allow Greees Lo occupy Constantinople even
should it be diplomatically possiule, for Grevcs would by liable und very vuluerable to
attack and we should then bo called upon to defend her without huving had any voice
in her preparations for defence.

(b.) veyrards the United States, her recently declared naval ambitions and her
policy of the frecdon of the seus, make her un undesirable tenant, even in the doubtful
coutingency of her buing willmg to uccept tho responsibility.

() A direct assumption by ourselves of the position of custodian of Constantinople
would probubly meet with too much opposition for it to be o practical proposition.

The candiduture of France und Ttaly have not been considered since they are as
undesirsble us America from the naval point of view, from which it is essential that
Constantinople and the Straits should be held by a weuk naval power.

7. The Admiralty would prefer to sve the Straits internationalized with free
passage for ships of all deseriptions, ull forts aud other defonces completely destroyed
aud & commission similur to the Danube Commission to administor the waterways.
Thus Turkey might b left in possession under internutionul guarantees.

This solution would be acceptuble to the Goneral Staff provided the Straits
remained untunnelled und unbridged, and that a Turke frix:mily to oursclves was
ensured. Iu this conuection it has already been suggested that we should tuke over
and udminister the country. The invitation is under investigation, but should it be
pulitically d. sirable, its ucceptance would be militarily advantageous ; for we should be the
surest guardians of our own interests and a predominant rusit,ion at Constantinople
would placs under our control i ready-mude Turkish. garrison to bar the roud to the
East. This would bo un importaut consideration in relation to post-war warrisons
overseas.

8. So fur Constantiuopls only hus been considered as u crossing into Asia
Minor, but it must always be remeinbered thut there is another route across the Cancasus.
If wo can ensure the sccurity of Constuntinople as woll as that of the Caucasus against
any prospect of invasion, we shitll have only the Ovenburg-Tashkent line to tear leuding
towurds leiu, and we shall be strategically satisticd from the wilitary point of view for
such tine as we can now see into the future.

9. The conclusion is that our naval and military interests will best be served if
Turkey remaius in possession of Const.ntinopls aud the Straits, but that the sen passage
wust be internationalized, snd we must close with any offer made by the ‘Turks for our
tuteluge over themselves, ~0 us to obtain u benevelent buffer State contrulled by us

botween Europs and our Eastern possessions.

GENERAL STAY¥,
War Orrio,
22ud December, 1918.

Nore.

This paper has been submitted to the Admiralty, who concur.
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A

o
BOLCHEVISME
J(’ TTmmm s - C /
(4

Organisation bdl-

chaviarte pour la

propagande en O

Orient Asistigue L D'un egent parfois tendancieux.

L'Informeteur reqoit a'Angora (:sie Mineure) par lettre,
1'exposd suivant:
rd

Un Tatar$ russe,intellectuel,grand commergant de Kszan,apris
avoir 4té a Mosgou,puis prds de l'armde de Koltcohek,oomme four~
nisssur,est arri‘a % Angors et a feit les déclarations suivantea:

"Les musulme?s en Kussie Jpuissent de tout 1'appui du Gou-
vernement,Ils se gr&ipent en nombrouses Sociétéxm, I1 suffit pour
8tre membre de prouvot qu'on est musulman et d'observer striocte-
ment les réglements de*ces Socidtds,

&
Il y & 8 Sociétés prinoipales:
\
I) Nationelistes Lgyptiens

2) Sociétd Turque Py
3) Union et Progres ?
o

NS

4) Netionslistes Hindou

5) Patriotes Afghans

Gg Union des Musulmans du Qaucase

7) Congrés dee Musulmens hueges

8) Congres des Nationalistes Persans

Toutes ces Sociétés ee groureng\/\ans une "Centrale jusul-
mane de Moscou" dont les dirigeents pri%\cipaux sont:

I) Arejow (Areloff),2) Aktchorejow (Aktchoreloff),3)Rad-
Jajow,4)Melhid jezoff,

Au dossus d'eux £e trouve un Comité Bupgrieur de Direction
composé de @ 2

I) Deprawine,?) Gare KXhen (persen 4'Azerbeld jan,bolchevis-
te oonnu,qui traveill® dernidrement en Géorgile),3) Weezis,4) Nechli
(erménien ou ezerbeldjanien ruese).Tous ces dirigesnts sont in-
timement unis sux chefs bolchovietes qui leur ont ogvert dems
orédite de plus de 300,000,000 de roublos.

Les Bolchevistes sont les dirigeants définitifs %e ces or-
ganisations,Ils ooncentrent cette action dans l'organiertflon
suivente:

A
I) Comité do 1'Asie Centrale comprenent : Perse,Caugase,

snetolle, Turkertan, Afghanieten, Hinfoustan, N

2) Comité des Mugulmens qui comprends

a).....

II a-b. Bolchevisme baghkli Rapor 24 Mart 1920. Archives de Guerre-Chateau de Vin-

cennes. 7 N 3210. Dos. 6.
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page 2, ixempleire u® 3

Seoction de 1'Yurope Contrale pour les ;lusulmans: aveo

a)
-« filiele importante a Berlin.

ke b) Gurope en général comprenant : la Turquie d'Aeis,l’fgypte
&odaux pecttons : Algérie - Tunisle - Tripolitcine Haroa,

¢ Le Comité iusulman publie une feuille on quatre langues 3
arsbeopersan,turc,tatf:re.

'ﬁ'otslw et Lénine ne e'arr8tent pas dans leur propegande
aux p&y(énuaulmans de 1'Asie,

Une pouvelle eection s'ocoupe actuellement du’ Japon od de
nombreuses orgAnisetions orédes sur le moddle des sectes religieun-
ses viennent d'8tre formées,

I1 en est de m8me pour la Chine,

La Coree efft 1'objet d'une atfention particulieéra : Une pro-
‘clemetion récente .aux Coréens lee adjure de secouer le Joug ja~-
poneis,de s'unir 2 &8 Kussie qui assure 2ux Coréens toute liberté
et &ffirme que 1'hau)§§ de leur délivraznce est proche,

L'informsteur t&are & feit pertie de 1la section des Wusul-
mans de Russie et conneft & fond tous les rousges,Il prétend que
1a propagende réussit pléinement et que les visées pan-russes sont
trés lerges,Le rattachemext de la Corée et de l'izerbeldjan peraan
est sérieusement envisegé,ll essure que Lénine veut une immense
Russie et vise égelement Congtantinople et un port en Asie Mineure
Alexendrette,comme terminus du chemin de fer futur transczucesien
(prévu jsdis eu temps de 1'Lmpire)./.
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MEMORANDUM ON ENEWY PROPAGANDA AT PRESENT BEING CONDUCTED IN TURKEY,

(A)y TURKISH.

Turkish propaganda at present falls into three main groups,

(1) that whioch is intended to influence the opinion of the Allies

(partiocularly America) end of neutrals in favour of a lenient psace-

settlement,

(2) Islamio propagande of a seoret kind, the object of which is to

snatch from the fire as much of the Turkish Empire as possible and

to sustain Turkish claims in Persia and the Causasus,

(3) Nationallst propaganda, not necessarily Islamioc.
The Committee of Union and Progress is believed to have

originated and to be directing propaganda on all three linea,
(1) The first is carried out both openly in the press, and
also by means of secrot masonic influences. In either case
the Jewish and Delnme members of the C.U.P. are well repres-
ented and powerful. Among them the beat known are EMANUEL
CARASSO Effendi, who is said by well-informed non-Unionist
Turks to be receiving secrot orders from TALAAT; and AHMED
EMIN Bey, now a conspicuous 'Wilsonian', formerly German-paid
and intimate with HENTIG,gne of Germany's propagandists
during 1916 and 1916 in Turkey, Persia and Afghenistan.
ENMIN Bey is roported to be contemplating a visit to France
and perhaps to England, in order to organise pro-Turkish
propaganda, notably in Parls, before the Peace Conference.
lile paper, the 'VAKYT', unlike the majority, is not in the
habit of offering up the prominent masons and finanoiers who
form the inner ring of the C.U.P. as Scapegoats for the orime
of Turkey as a whole. His sppoeliis based rather on an
interpretation of the prinociples of President Wilson, It has
the two-fold object of distracting attention from TALAAT,

III. a-b-c. Istanbul’da General Staff Intelligence’in 13 Subat 1920 tarihli raporu. PRO-
WO 158/933-172748.
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The arrival of thoe Dolsheviats in Turkey during larch
1s thoucht probable. 1If the Peade Tonferonce glves a decislon
rem ving the independence ant dostroyin; the integrity of TURKEY,
the Turks intend to declaro for Bolslovian. The Nationalists
ocount on the large proportion of tho Turkish officers 1@ follow
them in thla.

The Hatlonalists, in the person 2Af KENALZDDIN Bey, =
r&“nmdh‘lc the 10th Divistion inq at BAYAZID, DIREKLER AGHASHI) kave
N oorplotu ocontrol of the military forces of CONSTANTINOPIE., The
\jﬁ// toreo reginents of thts division are woll arned with rifles and
hand grenadea, nad a large proportion of the offtioors have been
speclally seleoted by the Persontl iranch of the War oflloe as
heing abaolutely faithful to the Hationnliasts.

KEAATSDDIN Bey, with hils largs stook of bambs and reovol-
vora, will i{nstruot his officers to make & suddon dfstribvution of
erms to the Moslem population. Lad by the reculay troops, the
oiviliena will then fight agalnst aa; oppositions 3Jach of tho re-
gimonte have apparently seorot depots of hond grenades Xnown only
to the offloers specially seleotud.

Althhi-h there 1 no amied oivilian organisption in 0QH-
STANTINOPLE, tuere are ormod ¢ivilian hends et GEBZE and at BRENKBUJ
The Intter band ie said to be armed with British rifles ptolen from
the British depot at BISTANDJIK.

The main reason that thore is a yory strong belisf in the,
tom that the Turks ere armin: to attack tho 2hristiang ie that the
Ohristians themsolvea, being in fear luat thuy should be left to
the meroey of the Turke, are exasguratin: the rwiours. ‘At tha same
time the Turkish pronaganda, bain; one of intimidation, ' lergely oon-
siots in gonveying thd lmprosaion of doing in a bettor stnte of pre-
parodness then ia cotuelly the onse, and of constituting s formid-
able force. The resull Ls that those Twrxs, who are not in touch
with the seoret deolslans of tha fommitteo, believe that the Hatlion-
aliats huve an arned force separate froa the militaey.- This hellief
1e appareatly encouraged by the Corunittoe, wio put:1ished recently s
pamphl t, which was seorstly dlstritutsd 10 variows parts of CGi-
SIENDTHOPLE, witdl a view agparently t9 sowndiay Turklsh aplalon
to.-ards such an organisarlyn, and Alzsturbla; the Alllos without
glviny proofs eaablin,: thom to take retilon., It doss not seoem like-
1> shaf the draiment. Ln n false oneo, wiciating fros o Clhristlan
source, rabrleatud i arder v4 force Lie 2lllvy intd action. !

Tlw objecta of the sdcrot latlon«list orgeniaation are
peopagenda, eaplonage cnld aGnti=03,100C0, Pul'lic faoling in
CONSYANY CIOPLE L6 very much excltod, chieflrs e- a rosult of the verm
able propagenda carrivd on by trrde muin centros of aotivity.

Tho Press is most aotive, espuclully ne.spapera emi:;gled in o
anntolis, such an the "Hasihat", " Lamlre] "hogtaw) Tdnre Lillle’
Hakimfot #1116, "Lski shehir”, "Babalik", "Awma-u-il", stc.-
Those papers reach Cmutastinople Lo lwrge raunbera, chlefly 20 the
peracns of travellors froan tho Intsric?, and are resd in the coffoe
howodd, W. 016 Liwy are oLl or accepted ea ropresentilng faots, or
an showin: the helplesonoes of tho Allles in Anatcliae.- A largo
number of patid or unpald propagsndlsts are elso aotive; those re-
oelve thelir orders dally trom tle luocal sub-centrrvs. An_ exemple
of Lhe effisfent manner La whloh those sub-oentras work is shown'®
by tho fuct that the prapaganie egenty were epreeadin: the ne:s of
tiie evacuatlon of ODESSA, with wnbrollerles, on the mworning of

the 10th of FPehruary. The {ncldent uu +i2ALH, oxeggerated rirty
£a1d and with Brltish guards subatltutedl for Frencl, was being re-
talled on February 3. 1ho evaouatlon by the Britlsh of PAND:RIA,
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t"nu 8 rosult of Natloaallst prossure”, vuy comion property on the
lith of Pebruary, (Saturdey). By far the most important develop=
neat tn the situatlon in CONSTANTIMOPLE Auring tho lact month has
baen the porfection of the propsganda organi -ation. This, as
previounly stated, is the work of the gecret Natlonelist organisa-
tion in the tom. “This organisation 1s built up by many of the
original organiners of the §.U.P., and ims the seme degree of secre-
c¥y It 13 very improbable that the Cabinet, us such,has any wow-
ledgo of tho detalls of tlila organlsation, hut it must be aware of
i1ts oxiatenos. The Turikish Pollae recognicos many of tho indivi-
duals engngad on the work, and the Director of Police nmukos a show
2f follawin: them up. e 16, homever, completely lelploss in tho
faoo of realstenae on the part of hia subardinates, sad on the part
af the Minister of the Interior, HAZIM Bey.

Tha third eloment, tending t~ inr'lame Hoalenn seatiment,
is the large increase in the numhor of searat nmestings held in
TONSTANTINOPIL and SYUTARI. At.thoso meotings extravagantd pro-
Jeots ere discussed wilch, even 1f not Intonded to bae put into
prastice, cireute & state of mind mast dengurous to public soourity.

There eecoms to he no Asubt that tho object of the Nation-
allsto 15 to influame pudblic opinion, in ordor to orsateo n menace
L2 the Allfes, but without giving the lattor aany excuse for adopt =
Ing repruvseive measurea,

Tasuod by Gencral $taff Intslligence,
Arany of ths Black Sea,
“~onstantinoplo.,

PR = U -

13.2. 20.

Copleg to i~
D. ¥4 Is .
Moo Lo 0 1.
Al B 2e L.
G.5. 120, 1.
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British High Commssion,
Constantinople,

geCRET |
Nu:l%lﬁ'l'&’ i

VL=

1 Enclorure,

¥y Lord,
1 have the honour to forward for Your Lordship'

information, a copy of the Weekly Summary of Intelligence
Reports, jssued by X,I.l.c., Constantinople Branch, for
week ended 22nd January 1920.
1 have the honour to dbej
My Lord,

Your Lordship's obedient Servant,

//.ff ole Noeck

HIGH COMMISSIONER

The Right Honecurabdle,
The Earl Curzon of Kedleston K.G., P.C.

ae. . L&
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SECRET,

REEKLY SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE REPORTS ISSUED BY M,I,1.c.,

CONSTANT INOPLE BRANCH, FOR WEEK ENDING 22nd JANUARY 1920,

l. THE CABINET, 64
There is reason to believe that the Nationalist Party

are dissatisfied with the present Cabinet and contemplate bring-
ing about a change of Government. Should the ir plans mater ial ise
it is understood that their choice would fall on IZZET Pasha as
Grand Vizier, whose Ministry would include CHURUK SOULOU MAHMOUD
Pasha, TAHSIN Bey, and NABI Bey.

FERID Pasha' party have decided to take action in the Senate
against the internal policy of the Cabinet., The request of IZZET
FUAD Pasha for a secret sitting is the commencement of thie

campa ign,
Reports 431, 433,
2. NATIONALIST PREPARAT IONS

e S A LT

In view of the poesible loss of CONSTANTINOPIE to TURKRY,
Nationalist plans are said to include the formation of bande of
Fedayis who would probably be employed on sabotage, together with
the promotion of strikes and general disturbances, the machinery
for which exists in the NAT IONAL IF FENCE ASSOCIATION, the dbranches
of which have been once more called into existence. The individ-
uality of certain of these leaders is reported, whilat the whole
movement is said to be under the direction of KARA VASSIF Bey,
Nationaliet representative in CONSTANTINOPIE and Captain JEVAD Bey,
A.D.C. to MUSTAFA KEMAL Pasha. Funds for the movement are to be
furnished by certain Unionist Societies in CONSTANT INOPLE,

JEVAD Pasha is reported to hav® given to a Conference at the
Palace, details of the preparations which are being made by the
0.C.XXV Army Corpse for the contingency ment ioned above. These are
said to include the transfer of arms and ammunition to suitable
points,

MUSTAFA KEMAL Pasha ies stated to have requested the Govern-
ment to remove JEMAL Pasha, head of the CONSTANT INOPIE Municipality,

1
LR

and /
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and KESHVI Bey; Under Secretary in the Minisetry of the Interior,
both of whom are known to be anti-Natjonalist in their ideas.
Reports 418, 420, 427, 437.
3. PALACE CONFERENCE AND NATIONAL PORCES,

At a meeting held at the Palace on 14th January under the
Preeidency of Prince ABDUR RAHIM at which JEVAD Pasha amongst
others was present, BEEHIJ Bey, Adviser to the Recruiting Depart-
ment, described the situation in the districts of the Anatolian
Army Corps, stating that the total force now under arms was 41.000
and giving details of the numbers necessary for their completion.
He also dealt with the total of men available for calling up. The
holding of thie Conference under the Presidency of ABDUR RAHIM
EBffendi is confirmed by a source independent of that on which the

above information is based.

Report 427.
4. NAT IONAL FORCES.

As previously reported the main strength of the National
Forces appears to be concentrated in the SMYRNA district. The
Turkish General Staff is stated to have issued instructions to
the 0.C.XIV Army Corps and commandera of National Forces regarding
the areas and points of concentration of the Forces in question.
Instructions indicate names of commanders of these areas and au-
thorise them to call up men of the classes 1295 - 1316.

On the other hand the propoeal of the 0,C.XX Army Corps to
enrol men of the classes 1309 « 1314 in the National Forces was not
approved by the General Staff, The message conveying this decision
stated that the greater part of the XIV Army Corps districj being
already in the war zone, classes in that district might j8in the

National Forces.
Reports 419, 421,

6. TURKISH X ILITARY PREPARATIONS,

The Minister of War is said to have instructed all commanders
of Army Corps that retired officers must remain in the districts

of their respective Army Corps. Instructions were repeated to

recruiting /
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recruiting officés. Orders were telegraphed by the Vinister of War
to the 0,C.XV Army Corps on 1l4th January that though events might
necessitate changes in the dislocation of this Corps, these would be
of a slight nature only, and that the headquarters of the III and
XV Army Corpe and their divieione were not to be moved,

Confidential ordere are said to have been iseued to the Military
Printing Works for the Preparation of a large number of coples of
general mobilisation odders, such as were ismued at the commencement

Reports 417, 430, 434.

of the war 1914.

6.THE SULTAN,

The Sultan has not received the Grand Vizier since the opening
of Parliament. Communications from ALI RIZA are received by His

Majesty through YAVER Pasha.

Report 429,

7. MUSTAFA KENAL,

" The Cabinet has decided to Testore to MUSTAFA KEMAL his military
rank. An Imperial Iradeh has been prepared to that effect which has
been awalting the Sultan's signature for some days.

XUSTAFA RENAL has demanded that no publication of any reform
scheme ehall take place, unless the scheme has been previously agreed

to by the Chamber,

Report 432,

8. ARAB AFFAIRS,

At the Palace Conference referred to above, JEVAD Pasha read a
telegram from the 0.C.XV Army Corps announcing the arrival at SUIEI-
VYANIEH of SELMAN-UL-HANEF and SIOUFI Pasha AZIMZATE ; who would shortly
Proceed to DIAREEKIR, They were at present with HALIL Pasha and were
the bearers of various papers from RIZA Pasha.

JEVAD Pasha stated that the 0,C.XV Army Corps had several times
requested that funds should be sent to AJEMI Pasha, He added that
orders had been given for the despatch of such tu}ids from CONSTANT INOPE

JEVAD Pasha also stated that RIZA Pasha RIKABIZATE, at present

Administrator /
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Administrator of the Sherifian Government, had requested the return
(presumadly to DAMASCUS) of all officers of Arab nationality above
and including the rank of Lieut.Colonel. JEVAD Pasha stated that
orders to this effect had been issued to Recruiting Offices, but
that Arab Officers would not be released from the XIII Army Corps
where it was considered their services were indispensable to main-
tain touch with the Arabse.

The Turkish General Staff has prepared a report dealing with
the Arab tribes in MESOPOTAXIA, based on information which has been
received through the 0.Ce, XIII & XV Army Corps, Particulare are
given of thé trives who are actively aiding the Turkse and of the
areas in which they are working., It is admitted, however, that cer-

tain tribes remain neutral.
Reports 427, 435, 436.

9. AZERBAILJAN,
The Minister of War telegraphed to the 0,C,XIII Army Corps at

DIAREEKIR on 11. 1., 20, that the XV Army Corps did not agree
with his propoeal that commun {cations bvetween BULE IMANIEH and AZER-
BAILTAN should be made through ERZEROUM, s&ince in view of the prevail-
ing situation suspicion would be aroused and important information
might fall into the hands of non-Turkish elements.

From information given by JEVAD Pasha at the Palace Conference
(see above) it would appear that deliberations tetween Turkish re-
resentatives and the AZERBAIJAN delegates were in progress at
The arrival of NURI Pasha and of

P
ERZERUM on or about 1l4th January.
a second delegation from BAKU, to include officers, was awaited
before any definite decisions could be arrived at.

Reports 422, 4217,

10.J{ALIL PASHA,
It would appear from correspondence vetween the Minister of War

and the 0.C.XV Army Corps that HALIL Pasha contemplates a Journey

to DAGHESTAN.
Report 416.
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11. PAN-ISLANISM,

i. YOUVAHIDIN SOCIETY,

In para: 14 (i) of the SBummary of Intelligence for the for t=-
night ending the 2nd January 1920, a Pan-Islamic Bociety called the
MOUVAHIDIN Society was mentloned and a circular describing the pro=-
ceedings of its first general meeting, which took place in the
vilayet of SIVAS, was discussed, A second circular purporting to
compr ise the proceedings of a second general meeting of this socilety,
which took place on the 27th November in the mosque at SQU SHEHRI,
has now been procured. The circular shows that the activities of
this are rapidly becoming undistinguishable from those of the Na-
tionaliet movement in respect of Preaching the Turkish cause through-
out the Moslem world and preparing and launching missions to stir up
trouble among the Musalmans of the Entente countr ies,

The Society also seems now to claim responsibility for the
var lous demonstrations of Islamic feeling, which have occurred in
BGYPT, SYRIA, and INDIA, and writes of the Turkish Unionist groups
in SWITZERLAND and EERLIN, as though its leaders belonged knowingly
to the ranks of the society.

One of the most intereating points in the report lies in
the statement that two Bolshevik delegates, TESHINKOFF and KOURBANSK,
were imported especially into TURVLY as delegates from the Bolehevike
to the society and attended the meeting.

Another item of interest ie to be found in the statement
that the Nationaliset leaders are in correspondence with the Bolshe-
vike and with the Turkish Unionists in SWITZERLAND through the Greek
Consul at NEUCHATEL, who sends communicatione to TURKEY via ROXE,

The circular boasts of the rece ipt by the Society of reporta from
its "branches" in SYRIA and EGYPT which, however, turn out to be
little more than records of recent disturbances such as might have

been obtoined from any newspaper.
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A circular issued to its "branches" by the Central office of
the Society is repeated, In this, after the usual fervid appeal to
Islamic sentiment, the society calle for volunteers (1) prepared to

wake material sacrifices for the cause (11) prepared to support the

society materially and f inancially.

ii) MISSIONS TC_ INDIA,

An agent, who hao recently returned from meeting the National ist
leaders at ANGORA, has been assured by RAOUF Bey, Ex-Kinister of
Xar ine and row MUSTAFA KELAL'e most prominent supporter, that the
Nationaliste have sent emissaries to INDIA and AFGHANISTAN on work
for the Turks, but that no news has yet been received from them,

This information corroborates up to a point what we have already
heard from many other sourcee. While, however, our previous infor-
metion shows that news had been received by the Turkish XV Army
Corpe and by the Kinistry of War that certain emissaires sent from
TURKEY had arrived at the Indian frontier, RAOUF Bey is either un-
aware of thie news or was anxjous to keep our gent in the dark.

From other enquirjes made by the same agent from the National ist
leaders or from other elements at ANGORA, it appears that Lt.RABHID
of the Turkish Army (who is the son of ABDUR RAB, the Indian se-
ditionist now with the Boleheviks) recéntly passed through SIVAS on
his way to INDIA. This information is confirmed from another souxrce.

It would also seem that MAQEUN. HUSSAIN, another disaffected
Indian, who spent the period of the war in the Turkish ranks, has
left Turkey travelling eastwards.

Ve sre further informed that Lance Dafader MALIK GHULAN AHNED
of the 9th Hodson's Horse, a deserter of some importance, who recent-
ly escaped from custody in CONSTANT INOPIE, has, within the last week
or two, left SIVAS for INDIA and AFGHANISTAN after having been joined
by five fellow deserters, who had previcusly evaded arrest,

It is possible that all the above are travelling &Logether and
may constitute or accompany the emissuries from the Turkish Nation-

aliste of whom we have recently heard eo frequently. Some few
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Afghans, recently in contact with the Nationalists, are also ree
ported to have left SIVAS for AFGHANISTAN or INDIA, and may be
travelling with the above party or parties.

i1i.) A MISSION TO SYRIA AND LESOPOTAN 1A,

Information has been received that one MAHMUD HAVDI, a Lieu-
tenant in the Ottoman Army, is about to carry important letters
from the Rationalists to ALEPPO and YosuL, whiu:; his father {s
resident,

The information has been wired to BAGHDAD,

In a converestion with an agent RAOUF Bey is reported to have
said that a deputation from YASIN Pasha had requested the Nationalbts
to assist the Syrians in driving the French troops out of SYRIA, It
is poesible that KAHMUD HAYDI may be connected with that request,
dv.) OTHER INDIAN CONTACTS WITH THE NAT IONALISTS,

ABDUR RAHMAN FESHAWARI, an tndian who first reached TURKEY dur-
ing the Balkan wars as a member of Dr. ANSARI'®s Indian Wedioal Mision
i 8till with the Nationaliset leaders, acting as secretary to RAQUF
Bey. In a recent conversation with an agent he urged the latter to
learn the making of exploeives in order to ald the Nationalist cause

KAULVI EMKAWuI:H, the notoriour Indian revoluticnary who
has espoused the Bolsehevik cause and is working on its behalf in
KOSCOV¥ or TASHKENT, has written to the Mationalist leaders placing
himeelf at their disposal.
¥, ) PHRSIAN AGITATION IN CONSTANTINGPIE,

We have hesard little of the Persians in CONSTANTINCPIE during
the last fewweks, The Young Persian Committee is, however, still
reported to be active, It is sajd recently to have received the
text of secret resolutjona passed at a congress of Muhammadans held
lately in S8WITZKRLAND, The resoluticns were not seen by our agent
and ve do not know their nature, From a conversat ion betveen our
egent and members of the Young Peresian Committee it would seem that
a fuelon of the Young Persians in Burope and the extiremer type of

Socialiste je to be expected,



Unsal Yavuz

ko. D{’@&\@[/ \ 1144
Vg

~ ol o
/\/UT BECRET .
\

el
k' [ ¥ Dy .S
15, DM N
7 6‘/7/15"

\""o
R OF Th BLACK

Beptember 8th 1920.

The Orown Prince.

One of the weapons used by FERID Pashs in retaining
hold over H.I.M. is the lrtter's fear of dethronement and
replacement ‘by the Crown Prince, ABDUL MEDJID Effendi.

To this end, FERID'S satéklites have always enocouraged
the rumour that MEDJID Effendi is in fayour of the
Fationalists and wished to join with them. The Sultan,
two monthe ago, requasted MEDJID Rffendi to remain in
his Palace at Dolma Bagtoche and not to pass across

the water to Tchamladja.

MEDJID Effendi has all hie life been used to
exercise and to game shooting and has been very much
irritated by being restricted to Dolma Bagtche. According
to the independent statements of his entourage he has
been somewhat unwell during the last fortnight. In any
event he gave this as hie reason for wishing to meke a
short stay at Tchamladja and to pasy weekly visits there.
for some time he has attempted to have his steam-launch
repaired and as YERID Pasha prevented this being done
in the Turkish Naval workshops, he finally obtained
the servioces of a British contractor.

In conversation the Crown Prince disclaimed any
relations with the Nationalists and said thot he was
aware that FERID Pasha's satellites had concooted a
seriss of letters purported to have passed between
him and Nationalist leaders for the purpose of injuring
his reputation with H.I.M. and with the British. He
offered to make & complete statement regarding his
activities during the past few years with a view to
enabtling the British Authorities to judge his point of
view. He pointed out that as Heir Apparent to the Ottoman
Throne, he might at any moment be called upon to assume
the reins of Governmant and would therefore at all cdsts
avoid placing himself in a vosition which would threaten
his dignity and the interests of his country.  He gave
his word that he had no intention of leaving Conetantinople
and atated that he had recently told H.I.M. that at
presgent he had no intention of adopting a hostile attitude
to the latter but if ciroumstances should foree him to
do 80, his change would be open and he would not
disguise it. He expressed himeelf very strongly with
regard to FERID Pasha apd also spoke of his admiration
for IZZET Pasha with whom, in August 1918, he had been
in secret relations with a view to hastening a upultlY\/\
peace with the British and the French.

As far as personal conduct is concerned, opinions of
reliadle pereons who know H.I.H. well would show the
latter as rather of a frank and outspoken character than
as a genuine intriguer. It is well lnown that on saveral
occasions he has injured his position by unnecessary
outspokeness. There would appear to be no douht moreover
Issued by that he is not of the stuff of a politioal mdventurer
6.5.1.,6.HQ., and his views on the position of the Islamio religion
Army of the tend to preclude the possibility of his indulging in any éﬁ(
8lack Sea. pan-Islamio escapade. There is no doubt that 1t would de
possidble to persuade him to abandon his project of going
to Tchamladja and to remain at Dolme Bagtche. This would
be partioulerly easy if he could be nprotected from the /'P
intervention of ¥RRID Pasha.

V a The Crown Prince baghkh 8 Eylil 1920 tarihli gizli rapor. PRO-WO 158-767-172925.
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>€‘C/ I;tftfa course of & recent interview HAMDI Pasha, Chief of
the Ottoman Gemeral Staff, stated to British Military \\XL\/

Representative at the;/War Office, that Mustapha Kemal had

now no ambition to make himself Master of the Capital but #/k/)

intended to ¢reate the Orown Prince as the new Khalif: QA\S@‘J"”‘.M\

also added that ABDUL MEDJID was now in communicationfe® 7 TJ(‘,

with the Rationallste. / uw‘ 3, 1

- nm[tf,“y, o) o

\%, e

\\MV‘PF"}M BLAC
Prince ABDUL MEDJID has, by various statements, and in two lette )

H.I.M., the Sultan, oriticised the policy of DAMAD FERID's Governmment
and hie fathers' notions with regard to the Khalifate. From the style
of hie letters he evidently wishes to bring out the fast that his
esonduct is actuated by motives of religious fervour, and not by
ambition. He has, however, suggested more than once that an amicable
settlement with the Nationalista is the only way of saving Turkey
and has suggested that a delegation should be sent to Anatolia under
one of the Imperial Princes, by whom it 1s presumed, he means himeelf.
On the 265th July 1920, the Prince announced at a moeting that owing
to the indignity offered to the EKhalifate by the loss of Thrace and
Smyrna, he could not bring himself to rule the eountry and therefore
renounced the rights of susceseion. This action was an exceedingly
curious one as it immediately threw the limelight on the Prince as

a man with Fationalist sympathies, and although DAMAD FERID Pasha
was of the opinion that the Crown Prince did not intend to abide by
his resolution and was acting simply with the idea of impressing his
Nationallist friends, he has made the execution of his intention to
decanp from Oonstantinople, if a sufficiently large force of savalry
were sent to the Asiatic shore of the Bosphorus, extremsly difficult.
¥hatever his actual intentions, it is establiched beyond doubt that ’
the Orown Princes' politice are entirely Nationaliet, and that he l
would do all in his power to baulk DAMAD FERID Pasha to whom he has i
always been opposed. It may be questioned, however, if, surrounded 1,
as he 18 at present by new and un-sympathetic aide-de~oamps, he ia ‘
in a position to eo-operate with the Angora Government to any

dangerous extent.

@\\ oy

///\

VI “The Activities of the heir Apparent” baglikli General Staff Intelligence’in 14 Eyliil
1920 tarihli raporu. PRO-WO 158/767-172925.
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NOTGC ON PRINOE ABDUL LEDJIN; HBIR APPARENT,

Al

le In an offioial oonversaticn with tho British Military Ropros= |
entativo at tho Ottoman War Offieo, HAMDI Pasha, thon Ohiof of tho i
Ottoman Gonoral staff, otatod that MUSTAPHA mmh. had no }ongor any
- dosiro to make himeolf master of tho Ospital but that ho intondod to ‘
» orvato & now IHALIF in tho porson of Princo ABDUL MEDJID, thp Hoir
Apparont, Ho 8ddod thst tho Hoir Apperent was in Ocwmmniocation with | |
tho FKationaliste,

2. In viow of this oxproseion of opiniom on tho policy of tho
Notionwlists , it is of intorest to romark on the rooont sotivitios of
tho Hoir Apparont, with a viow to dotermining whethor tho opiniom
hold by HAMDI Pacba is sound,

Ze Prinoo ABDUL LEDJID has, by various statomonto and in two
lettors addrossod to thy gultan, oritioiesod tho polioy followod by
tho Govormmont hoadod by DAIAD FELRID Paghs and his fathor's opinions
on the quostion of tho KHALIFATE. Prom tho stylo of thoso lottors *
ho ovidontly wishod to omphasiso'the faot that his comduot was actuatd
od by religious forvour and not by porsqnol ambitionj He had howe
ovur, on uoro than ono ooocwnion, suggostdd that an amioablo sottlomomnt
with tho Hotionalists .wos tho only practicablo solutiocn of the situs-~
tion in Turkly, and has further suggosdtod that a delugntion should bo
duaspatohod to ANATOLIA for that purpoeo, hesded dy ono af the Inperial
princos. Ho prosunably impliod that ho would be willing to aot de
hoad of such a dologation,

4o A roport that, on-July 8%th 1920, $ho Hoir Apparont had otatod
at a noetiug thot ho. ronouncod his rights of ouedossiom,(boosuso tho
indignity offored to.tho 12alifate by the loss of Thraco and Emyrna
rondord it impoosible for him to dring himsolf evor to tako ovor tho
governuont of tho oountry, oroated s grpat chango in tho situatian,
“his aotion was ourious, in that it eroatod a strang improssiocn that
tho Hoir Apparont sympathipud with the Nationnlists,

8o DAAD FLRID Pagha gavo it as his opinion that tho Hoir Appare \

7
?ﬂ

ont 414 not roally moan to ronounce his righte, but had mado tho
snnounoomont with tho intontion of improssing hie Nationalist frionds.

At the samo timo, howoevor, ocortain stops wOry takon to nmako the escapo |
of the Hoir Apprarent to Anatolia, should ho attompt such cotion,

pattor of groat diffioulty, \

i

.8 It hes sinoo transpirod that en all probability tho roports o
tho Heir Apparont's renunciation of hio rights of suocession woro ine
vontod and circulated b{ SALI Boy, son of DAUAD FERID Pagha, who has
eptabliahod snazing uonoe in tho palaco, and who, roalising tho
hostility o«f tho Knr Apparent to DALAD nmin Pasha, 1s exorting
\ovory offort to digerodit the former, , UL

N AN ot =

[ =

VII a-b “Note on Prince Abdul Medjid heir Apparent” baghkh Istanbul’da General
Staff Intelligence’in 11 Eyliil 1920 tarihli gizli raporu. PRO-WO 158/767-172925.
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\ 7o Thero is no reason to doudbt, howovor, that the sympathios of

i tho Holr Apparent are ontiroly with tho Nationaliste. Ho has

.\ howevor boon surroundod with Aidos-do-camp whoso cynpathioc aro antin.
Rationaliet, and suoh thorough stope have boon takon by DAMAD FERID
Pasha to ocurtcil his powor, that it is unlikoly that ho oould co-opor-
ato to any approoisblo oxtont with tho ANGORA Nationalists,

Iseuod by Goneral tStaff "Intolligonoo®
Army of tho Blaok Soa,

Soptember 11lth, 1920, Oonstantinonlo,

OOPIEBS to/
NUKBER,
T to 5

War OfT100sevsocesscosevesescecncsssnscaceprncessvosae
Britiah goetion, Supromo War Oolinoil, Versaillodse«. 6
Counandor~in-ghief, Army of tho Blaock SOBcssesesese 7
H.Es tho High OcmmigsiomOresesccccsecasee eses B8 ond 9
Admirel sir John do Robook,Bt,G.0.M.G,,K.0.B,.,

Oommandor-in-Chiof, British Moditorrancan Pleot.. 10
Egyptisn Expoditicnary POrcOssesescsscese eeces 11 and 12
Mosopotamian Expoditionary POroOsesecsesscsscsorens 15, 14, 15
Liout=Gen, Sir H.F.Wilean, K.0.B.,K.0,U4.Qs

(for persanal INfornatin)eeesssecscescsssescsses 16
usior-con. ToL.Orokor, 0.B.,0.UeG,

fér porsonal uomtimsu..'coo'a-.o--»ooo-ounu 17
British Military Mission, SmyINOececececscpsessccenas 18
BeGys 1/0 Administrction, Arny of tho Black Sos

(for poresonal information).. -
G.Se%0" (for ml‘nmtion;-
GeS."I" (for olroulation).
SPArOsessesectessessactacansarstasdraccsscqscnssane 23 to 31,
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JBORBT.

Prinoe ABDUL UBDJID Bffomliﬁund DAMAD PERID Pasha.

1. ABDUL UBDJID is a younger son of the lute Jultan ABDUL AZIR.
Residing in Oonstzmtinoplg (lﬁx“rin(’,‘ the oarlfor monihn of fglﬂ, 0
ocume to_tuke an ever-inoreasing purt in politios, and, ap the
Nutionalist movement, atarted it the time of the Oooupation of
SUYANA %‘row ADBDUL BDJID appears to have become 1nuroun1n§1
athetia fo it. In_the same {Brgportuon he gradually los Tie

ffeation which the Sultun MithiL{) VAHIDADDIN had entertuined for
him, and becume by the Autwan of 1919 definitely opposed to DAMAD
P3aiD Pasha in tho lutter's third Administration. In addition to
their politioul differences, the porsonal ennity which has for
some time oxisted betwoon their wives hus no doubt a vated the
Eoreonal enmi ty which has oome to exist betwoon the lmsbunds. Por
nstunoe, ABDUL MEJJID's wife has refrained fromgaying propzr com-
-plimonts in soolety to DAMAD PLRID's wife, who reuson 0
seniority as a Princess, im ontitlod to them. In the same wau
and_partloularly of late, DAMAD FUHID has markedly refrained from
calling “ﬁﬁ" the Heir-spperent in accordunee with the usual custom
after he has been reccived by the sultan.

2. tor_the Oooupution of Qonstuntinople on 16th March, the

Netionnlist leadera, though unxious to remain 10{»1 to the present

a‘ultan‘ not unnaturally oontempluted the possibi i;y of AB

M30JID's mountin; the ons, in the evontuality of MxHMsv VAHIDED-

-DIN taking a definite line oguinst them. hen DANMAD FEuID ounme

or the 4th time to powor he and his Government becume grently
ressed with the posaibility of /BDUL UX)JID's being kidnapped,

willingly or unwil , by the Kationmlista,

3. Hatters were brouzht to a head on the 15th June, 1920,when
the Heir-Apparent left DULHA BAGTOHE and wont to reaide in his
Paluce_at }IJ%HAMLIDJA. A Oounoil wana imodintel{ summoned by DAMAD
PLRID Pasha and attended by KURD HAMDI Pusha, ALI KRUAL Pasha,
E}HN Bey and KALKANDELANLI TAH.SIH“gay. HADE Pasha is suid to

ve proposed that the Sultan should !1%‘0“ Irade ordering ABDUL
MEJJID to remuin in his Puluce at DGLMA BAGPOHE until the slgat\u'
of Peoce. The Sultun, however, ugpours to huve considered that
what measures might be neceasary in order to prevent the Heir-
-Apparent leaving for ANATOLIA Were a mutter For DAMAD FXRID'S
Govornment und not for himself, UAMDI Pusha further considered
the propriety of ordering two battalions to surround the Heir-
Appareng'u Puluce ut TO!HMLIDJA, but it was finnlly deoided that
on the following day a deputation consisting of HAUDI Pasha and
KARA SAID Pasha should represent to thougulr—:\pparent that any
Notionnlist attempt to carry him off would be resisted by foroes
This step had the desired result, bringing ABDUL MZuJID baok to
DALMA BAGTCHE; 1t was furthor decided, in order to kegp him
thers, that his A.D.0s. should bo ohunged hisngorsoml servants
rolieved, hin pteum-launch removed froum hin, and that Turkish
Putrol boats should from time to time putrol the front of DOLLA

BAGTCHR Paluce.

4. In August it beonms evident that tho Nationulist authoritier

GoHA had deoided to leuve no stons wntwned in order to per-

:;J{g, the Holr—Apparogttto joindthgn.aol(t)oo garr:liun:bly “:;go:tod.
n 0 ® se.
Sha th&:ﬁ':.?:ﬁ?fﬁio‘cglﬁpﬁgt o(:ég\gt t%ut ﬁt;égzh\vgx;olgﬂ
D uve Cona nople,

fmngggwggk lo‘g:)xld booob‘tulnsd, or ovonugy aeroplune. The project
of sondin: a largo escort of horsomen to somo ouch pluce as
BASHI TCUIFTLIK or some suituble rendes-vous waa considered.

VIII a-b-c Prime Abdul Medjid Effendi and Damad Ferid Pasha baglikh General Staff
Intelligence’in 25 Eyliil 1920 tarihli gizli raporu. PRO-WO 158/767-172925.
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5. ABDUL MBOJID, howevor, hnd %m- tine come to the gonolusion
7/ that, if he gongentol to P to ANATULIA, suoh aotion would be teken
? #s tn aot of provoontion by the British und French, and that, owing
o the inorgusing w eog of tho Nutionulists, he would bf m
ack for help \ﬂon SOVINT MUB31A, o pmsgzot which he considerod as
buneful to oh indopondence as ncoeptance of help from IUPRRIAL-
=15710 KUS3IA would have boen. The foot that, during more than 30
yours! proparation for suoceed: to the throne, the deuths ol&g
Kl.a"mm had providentially opened for him his wu{nnndonbtaﬂ{ uoe
DUL UEJJID to rafrain from en act whioh night in one moment prej
his position hopelosnsly.

6. Intnml})}f, as wans hin custon in the summer months, ngain te
violt TOHAMLIDIA, ABDUL 20JID on the 6th aagﬁmbor ordered his steum-
~launch, but found thnt the British Huval Authorities were unable to
deliver it in working order. He sontrived, howover, after rapeated
renuests sddressed to the lunhtrhgt Harine, to ssoure another launeh
from a British firm on the 7th. 8 launch too was rendered useless
by the British Haval Authorities.

7. DAYAD FIRID Pashn, when qguuonod at about 6 o'olock on the
evening of the 7th, stated that ho had reluotantly sonsented to the
léoir-/\ggaront being placed in ponursulon of u launch, but that, should
he latter - vho was at ull times impulsive = be inprudent eno to
leuve for ANATOLIA, TUMKKY would be plungud into even greuter diffi-
~culties than at prasont. DAMAD FMYD unnd ew.ry ondouvour to ob
from the British on this dny u pronounsemont or oven hint that un{
aotion an Ly n?n aguinat’ the Jleir-Apparent would bo viewed vwit
favour, Although given no such indiecation, DAMAD FIXID ordered on
the s.ma night a_sfrong guwiurd to bo placed round DULWA BAUTOUR Y'uluce.
The British Naval Authorition, obserying unusunl stir in the Puluoe
potrolled the front at interwils during the night in order to ancer
whe ther unything wnusual was afoot.

8. On the following lorn.lng DAMAD PRAID Puuhu stated to a British
Politicul Representative that ho had beon ocompellel to make the Heir-
- }:Quut a prisoner by tho delibernte wurning proffered to him by the
British on the provious duy that “the Orown Prinoe is believed to wish
to tuko his luunsh in order to proceed to un unknown destination." I%
is evident that ut the sums time DAMAD FilD had amnounced to the
SURIKlf~ul=I13LAM und the Oubinet that ho had roluotuntly submitted to
British pressure that the Prinoe nhould bo mode a prisonsr. The simi-
-lnrnz of thig phrase with that usod by hin on the previpus duy to
desoribe the reusons whioh had prompted hin to allow a lauunch to the
llnlr-ép‘n:rant ia ntriking. It in no less atriking that the Grund Visiex
shoul vo quotel the nbove worda anm & wurning from tho British, in
view of the fast thut thoe motuul words used to hin were:- '"Le al
Ooumandant-en~-Ohaf 1'Armde de lu mer loire vient d'etrs informs que le
rinos Horitier a gomnnd‘ sa vedette pour nllar i une deatination
Angonnug de noua.

9. t firat the Jultan uppeurs to have belioved that the imprimon-
-mant of the Princo had been practically domundel by the Britis
ithen, howoyver, it beoums apparent in Puluge ciroles” that the British
had 1n reality taken no suoh lead, DAMAD FIRID Pasha, in order to
avoid losing tho confidenge of tha jultan, shifted his ground. ihea
t was made apparont to hin on the 13th Rogt. that the British did
not considor I"Lg the u.h’-Agpnrant would be likely to to_escupe
to ANATOLIA, he endenvoured to make tho British oomnit thomaolves
uwroml of the not hs had taken by ropmtudl{ askinz whether the
B tish mould now approve the removal of ABDUL Mi)JID'n quuards. Ale
-th informed tha ﬁt was ngrobable thut the Dritish would con-
-2 that he inourred responsibility by removing the pgunrd, D.MAD
PSRID has singe tuken no ateps to remove it, He qrgunm to renlise
that, should ho do so without boing uble to Brove hint he b.ng reosived
either instrustions or o hint to luprison BDUL MBJJID or authority

to sot hii freo, ho would bo hurd put to it to justify his aotion in
the eyes of the sultan.

¢
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3.

v

10, ABDUL MEDJID remaing in his Palace surrounded with ds
and with barbed wire entun(;}l‘gments round his apgartments. o one
sxcept one British officer hus been allowed in to see him, Lven
yis son, Prince OMBER FAROUKH Kffendi, has been refused admittance,
as also tho Doctor who is attending one of his siok ohildren.

Great bitterness has beon roused in Turkish gircles by these
happenings, and there is little doubt that, if DAMAD FERID eannot
ozuge that bitterness to he direoted eguinst the British, it will

all ocome back upon his own head.

Issued by G.8."I", G.H.Q.,
Army of the Black Sea,
25.9.720.







