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During the 1987 campaign of the excavations at Samsat Hoyiik, the
largest settlement in the lower Euphrates basin, conducted by Professor
Dr. Nimet Ozgiig in the framework of the archaelogical salvage project, a
hieroglyphic seal impression has been found, which added a new docu-
ment to the relatively poor repertory of written material of this important
mound (fig. 1 a-b)".

The seal impression (Inv.nr: St. 87-4) on a buff-coloured, conical pie-
ce of clay of 2.4 cms in height, with a string hole at the pointed end, has
been brought to light in the eastern trench in the grid square r/15, at the
level of the XXV. building layer, but in the erosion soil. According to the
concave surface of the impression, which has a diameter of 2.4 cms., it
should have been produced by a bi-convex button seal, which had a sim-
ple ladder motive as the frame of the central area bearing the hieroglyp-
hic signs. Although this sort of frames can also be seen on the metallic
seals, usually with tripod handles, the bulla of Samsat seems to be im-
pressed by a stone button seal. The first two signs, placed on the per-
pendicular axis of the bulla, are L. 432. Under them there is a rather fa-
de L.278, the lower edge of which seems to be broken off. These three hi-
eroglyphs read the name of the owner of the seal Qu-zu-4. The signs
L.28g, put to both sides of this main group, show that he bears the title
CHARIOTEER. No other hieroglyphic or decorative signs can be seen on

the impression.

This name is documented several times and its pronounciation can
be established as Juzulli according to its cuneiform attestations (NVH and
Supp.: Nr 1590; Boehmer & Giiterbock 1987: Nr 181, 197, 198). One of
these hieroglyphic evidence is for the evaluation of the Samsat bulla of
great interest. A fragment of a cuneiform tablet found at Ugarit (RS
17.371 + 18.20) bears a seal impression, which belongs to a person of the
same name and title; it also has a similar composition of signs (Schaeffer
1956: 56 Fig 79). It becomes evident from the contents of the tablet, that

! My sincerest thanks are due to Prof.Dr.Nimet Ozgiic for her permission to publish
this interesting find.



" AL M. DINCOL

this Juzulli is the CHARIOTEER of the king of Karkamis (Laroche 1956:
152), the name of whom remains obscure. On the other hand, two bullae
found during the 1985 season of excavations at Lidar Hoyiik, some kilo-
metres north of Samsat on the eastern shore of Euphrates, sealed by Kuzi-
Tesup, king of Karkamis, who ascended to the throne of his father Talmi-
Tesup, (Siirenhagen 1986: 183-190; Hawkins 1988: gg f) clearly show, that
this region came under the influence of Karkamis at that time. The tablet
of Ugarit contains a contract with the merchants of the harbour city of
Ura during the reign of Nigmadu III of Ugarit, who is contemporaneous
with Talmi-Tesup of Karkamis. Recent research has shown, - in accordance
with the bullae from Lidar Hoylk - that his son, Kuzi-Tesup has expan-
ded his territory, using the lack of authority after the collapse of the Hitti-
te Empire (Hawkins 1988: 101 ff). The bulla from Samsat, the owner of
which is most probably identical with Juzulli of the Ugarit seal impressi-
on, seems also to be in favour of the proposal, that Tarhuntassa in the
West and Karkamis in the East have claimed the heirship of the hittite
royalty and thus shared the remains of the empire. Juzulli, the CHARIO-
TEER of the King of Karkamis Talmi-Tesup, who sealed the contract of
merchants of Ura in Ugarit, could have held office also in the reign of
Kuzi-Tesup and acted in the recently gained lands in the North such as
Samsat and in and around Malatya. Another hieroglyphic bulla bearing
the same name, the provenance of which is uncertain, has the title PRIN-
CE (Kennedy 1959: Nr 34). This PRINCE Qu-zu-i could also be identifi-
ed with those on Samsat and Ugarit documents, since CHARIOTEERs
were high ranking officials, among whom members of the royal family ha-
ve been attested. We know at least two hieroglyphic documents, the first a se-
al from the vicinity of Sivas (Dingol & Dingol 1981: Nr 1), the other an
inscription from Tell Atchana (Woolley 1955: Pl. XLVIII), where the titles
PRINCE and CHARIOTEER are being used together. Although the bul-
la of PRINCE QJu-zu-li bears no other title, he could be the same person
as the one on the Samsat impression.



A HIEROGLYPHIC SEAL IMPRESSION 5

BIBLIYOGRAFYA VE KISALTMALAR / BIBLIOGRAPHY AND
ABREVIATIONS

BOEHMER, R.M. & H.G. GUTERBOCK

1987 Glyptik aus dem Stadigebiet von Bogazkoy, Berlin

DINCOL, A.M. & B. DINCOL

1981 Anadolu Medeniyetlers Muzesinde Bulunan Hitit Hieroglif Mihirleri / Het-
hitische Hieroglyphensiegel im Museum fur Anatolische Sivilisationen, Anka-
ra

HAWKINS, ].D.

1988 “Kuzi-Tesub and the “Great Kings” of Karkamis” Anatolian Studies
XXXVIII: gg-108

KENNEDY, D.A.

1959 “Sceaux hittites conservés a Paris”, Revue Hittite et Asianique 65: 147-
172

L = E. Laroche, Les Hieroglyphes Hittites, Paris 1960.

LAROCHE, E.

1956 “Documents hiéroglyphiques hittites provenant du palais d’Ugarit”,
Ugaritica 111 (ed: C.F.A. Schaeffer): 97-160, Paris

NH ve/and Supp. = E.Laroche Les Noms des Hittites, Paris 1966 ve/and
“Supplement”, HethiticaIV: 3-58

RS = Ras Shamra = Ugarit kazisi envanter numaralan/Inventory num-
bers of the excavations at Ras Shamra = Ugarit.

SHAEFFER, C.F.A.

1956 “Recueil des sceaux et cylindres hittites imprimés sur les tablettes
des Archives Sud du palais de Ras Shamra suivi de considérations
sur les pratiques des roi d’Ugarit”, Uganitica III (ed: C.F.A. Shaeffer):
1-86, Paris

SURENHAGEN, D.

1986 “Ein Konigssiegel aus Kargamis”, Mitteilungen der Deutschen Orient-Ge-
sellschaft 118: 183-1g0

St. = Samsat kazisi envanter numaralari/Inventory numbers of the exca-
vations at Samsat.

WOOLLEY, L.
1955 Alalakk = Tell Atchana, London.



e et . [



Ali M. Dingol

e[[Nq, [E21U0D Y} Jo k) passaxdut 3y T, (q B[[ng Y3 jo Surpnowr 3y, (e

149zn4 nyseq utueyng yuoy (q ifenu urueyng (e

BT

159y







