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RELIEFS FROM 2" B.C. DISCOVERED IN SANLIURFA
M.O. I1. BINDE SANLIURFA’DA BULUNAN KABARTMALAR

HAHJEHHBIE HACKAJIBHBIE PEJIBE®BI B, IIAHJIBIYP®E I1
TBICAYEJETHUA 1O H.D.

Bahattin CELIK"

ABSTRACT

During the surface surveys conducted in Sanliurfa in recent years, a large number of reliefs
dating back to the timeframe from 2 " B.C. to 1"" B.C. were discovered. Dagyamaci reliefs,
located 500 m east of the Harran Plain within Tek Tek Mountains region, are reliefs dating
back to 2 " B.C. Said reliefs dating back to 2 " B.C. were unearthed at some quarry-like
location. The location where Dagyamaci reliefs were discovered is the only limestone quarry
that has been dated to 2 ™ B.C. in the region. Orthostatic relief sketches, embossed friezes
and stone blocks extracted in the form of cubes were unearthed in the quarry located at
Dagyamaci. The reliefs depict sitting figures, standing nude figures, fauna and flora motifs.
These reliefs, estimated to be fabricated between the first quarter and the last quarter of 2 "
B.C., present features similar in style to some artifacts previously unearthed in the region and
delivered to Sanliurfa Museum. Discovery of the rock tombs from Early Bronze Age and the
relief of a lion dating to 1 ™ B.C. in the ancient settlement of Sogmatar located close to the
Dagyamaci reliefs indicates that the region around Tek Tek Mountains has been a key region
for stonemasonry since early times. The blocks of limestone from the valleys of Tek Tek
Mountains should be extracted rather easily thanks to the natural slopes of the valley, and
should have been transported from these valleys to the settlements established in Harran
Plain. Absence of limestone resources in Harran Plain should have led to emergence of the
quarries where such reliefs were fabricated in Tek Tek Mountains region. The fact that
Dagyamaci reliefs are fabricated in small sizes in line with the prevailing fashion trends of
the era and that such reliefs present similar features in style allows us to date such reliefs
back to 2 ™ B.C. This study intends to introduce the reliefs from 2 ™ B.C. unearthed in
Sanlmwrfa either recently or during previous excavations.
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(0)/

Sanlwrfa’da son yillarda yapilan yiizey arastirmalarinda, M.O. II. Binden M.O. 1. Bine kadar
olan zaman dilimine ait ¢ok sayida kabartmalara rastlanmigtir. Harran Ovasinm 500 m
dogusunda bulunan ve Tek Tek Daglar1 bolgesi iginde yer alan Dagyamaci kabartmalari,
M.O. 1I. Bine tarihlendirilen kabartmalardir. M.O. II. Bine tarihlenen bu kabartmalar tas
ocag1 benzeri bir yerde ele gegmislerdir. Dagyamaci kabartmalarinin bulundugu yer simdiye
kadar bolgede M.O. I1. Bine tarihlendirilen tek kiregtasi tas ocagidir. Dagyamaci’nda yer alan
tag ocaginda, ortostat kabartma taslaklari, kabartmali frizler ve kiip seklinde ¢ikartilmig tas
bloklar ele ge¢mistir. Bu kabartmalarda oturan figiirler, ayakta duran c¢iplak figiirler,
hayvanlar ve bitki motifleri tasvir edilmektedir. M.O. II. Binin ilk geyregi ile son geyregi
arasinda yapilmis oldugu tahmin edilen bu kabartmalar, bélgede daha 6nce bulunmus ve
Sanlurfa Miizesi’'ne getirilmis olan bazi eserlerle de stil agisindan benzer 6zellikler
tasimaktadirlar. Dagyamaci kabartmalarma yakin bir yerde yer alan Sogmatar antik
yerlesiminde Erken Tung Cagmna ait kaya mezarlarmm ve M.O. 1. Bine ait bir aslan
kabartmasmim bulunmus olmasi, Tek Tek Daglar1 bolgesinin tas isciliginde erken
donemlerden itibaren 6nemli bir bdlge oldugunu gdstermektedir. Tek Tek Daglari
vadilerinde bulunan kirectas1 bloklar1 vadinin dogal egimleri sayesinde ¢ok kolay bir sekilde
cikarilmakta ve yine bu vadilerden Harran Ovasidaki yerlesimlere dogru tasginmis
olmahdirlar. Harran Ovasi’'nda kiregtagi kaynaklariin olmamasi, Tek Tek Daglar
bolgesinde bu tiir kabartmalarin yapildigi tas ocaklarmin ortaya ¢ikmasina sebep olmus
olmalidir. Dagyamaci kabartmalarmin, donemin modasina uygun olarak kiiciik yapiliyor
olmasi ve stil agisindan benzer dzellikler gostermesi nedeniyle M.O. II. Bine ait oldugu
tahmin edilmektedir. Bu ¢aligmada, Sanlurfa’da yeni veya daha dnceden ele gegmis olan
M.O. II. Bine ait kabartmalar tanitilacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tung Cag1 kabartmalari, M.O. II. Bin, Harran Ovasi, Kabartma, Tas
Ocaklari, Sanliurfa.

AHHOTAIUA

B pesysnbrate uccinenoBanuii, npoBeneHHbix B lllannblypde B mocienHue ropabl, ObLIO
00Hapy)XeHO MHOXKECTBO HACKAJIBHBIX Pelbe(oB, OTHOCIIIMXCSA K Hepuoxy BpemeHu ot 11
TBICSYENeTHs X0 H.3. 10 | ThicsueneTns H.3. HackanbHble penbedbl, KOTOpbIE JaTHPYIOTCS
okono Il Teicsuenervem m0 H.3., ObUIM HaiieHsl BHyTpHu Tepputopuu rop Tek Tek,
pacrionoxxerHsie B 500 M K BOCTOKY OT paBHUHBI XappaHa. DTH HaCKalbHbBIE pelbedbl,
natupoBaHHbIE [ ThICSYaMu €T 10 H.3., ObUTH HaliIeHB! B MECTaX, IPOBOJMMBIX PaCKOIKH.
MecTto HaxoXIeHHE HACKaJbHBIX penbedoB, JIO CErONHSIIHETO JHs, SBISIETCA
€AMHCTBEHHbIM Ha 3TOW TEPPUTOPUM,  HAaTUpOBaHHbIM II  ThicsyamMu J€T 10 H.3.
N3BECTHIKOBBIM KapbhepoM. B pacronokeHHOM Ha CKJIOHE TOpbl Kapbepe, OblIM HalJeHBI
THUCHEHHBIe ()pU3BI U M3BJIEYEHHBIC B (opMe KyOa KaMeHHbIE IUIHTHL. Ha sTHX penbedax
n300pakeHbl — CHISAIINE WM CTOSAIMIME OOHa)XeHHbIE (UTYPHL, a TaK )K€ JXHUBOTHBIE U
CBSI3aHHBIE C PACTEHUSIMH MOTHBBL. OTH peibe(bl, KOTOpbIE, IO IMPUOIU3UTETBHBIM
OLIEHKaM, OBUIN CAENAHBl MEXIY MEPBOI M MOCIEeTHEH YETBEPTHIO THICAUEIETHS 10 H.3.,
HMEIOT CXOJIHBIE YePTHI 110 CTUITIO ¢ HEKOTOPBIMU apTeakTaMu, paHee HalICHHBIMH B 3TOM
pernoHe u mnpuBe3eHEIMH B Myseit lllamnerypda. PsmoM ¢ HackambHBIME penbedamu,
PAacIIONOXEHHBIMHU B OHOM DAY, ¢ aHTHYHBIMH CKaJIbHBIMU TPOOHHUIIAMH, OTHOCAIIINMHUCS
K paHHeMy OpoH30BOMY Beky B CormaTap, oOHapy>KeHHBIH penbed TpBa, OTHOCSIHACS K |
TBICSYENIETHIO 710 H.3., MOKa3blBaeT, 4ro pernoH rop Tek-Tek sBisieTcs BaXHBIM B
apXeOoJOrMIECKOM OTHOIIEHHH PEerHOHOM KaMEHHOH KIIaJIKH, HAYMHAs €Ile C JPEeBHEHIINX
BpemeH. [ TTBIOBI WM3BecTHsAKA, HalijeHble B monmHax rop Tex Tek, Omaromaps cBoeMy
€CTECTBEHHOMY IreorpaieckoMy CKIIOHY, OYEHb JIETKO MOT'YT MEpEMEIIEHBl B CTOPOHY
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TTOCEJICHUS Ha paBHUHBI XappaH.OTCYTCTBHE PECypCOB M3BECTHSIKA Ha paBHUHE XappaH,
JIOJDKHO OBITh, MPHUBEIO K MOSBICHHUIO KAPHEPOB, TNie TaKWe peibedbl ObLTH CIellaHbBl B
patione rop Tek Tek.M3-3a Toro, 4ro HacKambHBIC PEIbE(BI JCTATUCH HEOOIBIIUMHU
pasMepaMu B COOTBETCTBHH C 3TOXOH M JEMOHCTPHUPOBAIH CXOTHBIC MOTHUBBI CTHIISI TOTO
BPEMCHH, UX MOXXHO OTHecTH Ko II ThicsumieTwio 1o H.3. B 3TOM uccienoBanuu, OymayT
JMaHBl ~ HOBBIE WIM paHee oOHapyxkeHHble B IllaHmelypde HackanbHbIC peTbedEbI,
oTHOcsImueC Ko I TeIcsSUeneTnio 10 H.3.

KiroueBnie ciioBa: penbedbl OpOH30BOrO BeKa, 2-¢ THICSYaJICTHE IO H.3., pABHUHA XappaH,
penbed, xaprepsl, Lanmsrypda.

1. Introduction

During the surface surveys conducted in Sanlurfa in recent years, a large
number of reliefs and quarries dating back to the timeframe from 2 " B.C. to 1" B.C.
were discovered. Majority of the reliefs recovered were found in the vicinity of the
quarries. Subdivided into two categories as basalt and limestone reliefs, said reliefs
appear mostly as limestone reliefs in the early periods and basalt reliefs in the late
periods. The quarries where limestone reliefs are recovered were mostly established
in areas with calcareous cliffs. The sites where basalt reliefs and quarries are located
were mostly in the vicinity of the mounds. In this manner, both the problem of
transporting the stones is resolved and the transportation cost for the stones is
reduced. The tradition of exploiting the calcareous rocks as quarries in Urfa region
is observed starting from the Pre-Pottery Neolithic Period (Dietrich et al. 2017, 113-
117, fig.5.21; Celik 2011, 242, fig.6; 2010, 258-259, fig. 6-7; 2015a, 357-358,
fig.20).

In particular, it is comprehended that the finds dating back to 1 ™ B.C. are
extremely dense in this region (Map 1). New artifacts dating back to 1 ™ B.C. are
recovered during the surface surveys conducted in this region at sites such as
Golpmar, Kabahaydar-Edene/Giirpmnar, Kiilafli Tepe, Siverek-Merkez district,
Mehmedihan-Asagi Seyek, Hilvan-Aslanli, Sanhurfa / Merkez, Haggoz (Yesilcat),
Harran, Til Hinta and Kap village (Kulakoglu 1999, 167-181; 2000, 1-5; 2001a, 57-
66; 2001b, 27-33; 2003, 65-87). Furthermore, the rock tombs recently discovered at
Sogmatar archeological site indicates that stonemasonry was practices in the region
also during 3 ™ B.C. (Albayrak and Mutlu 2018, 530-537, pic. 6-9).

2. Reliefs and Quarries from 1 ™ B.C.

Quarries are located to east and west of Haggdz Hoyiigii dated back to 1 ™
B.C. and located in Sanlurfa Siverek district (Kulakoglu 2000, 3; 2001a, 58-59;
2001b, 31; 2003, 71, 73). The basalt quarry first discovered in 1979 by Sanlurfa
Museum, wherein an outline of a lion depiction is recovered, is located to the east of
the mound (Kulakoglu 2000, 3, pic. 13). This quarry contains a lion outline
approximately 3.10 m in length, 2.26 m in height and 0.54 m in thickness.
Furthermore, a stele pedestal is also discovered at the same site during the
excavations in 2005 (Celik 2005, 15-26, fig.1-4). Based on the style characteristics,
Haggoz stela is dated to Late Hittite Period Il (Celik 2005, 17; Orthmann 1971, 31,
504, 543; Kulakoglu 1999, 169). A second quarry 150 m west of the mound was
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discovered during the surveys conducted in 2011 at Ha¢go6z settlement. In Haggoz
quarry, first of all, a flat, non-porous and crack-free basalt base was identified in
order to fabricate the lion relief. Then, a deep groove was cut around the outer
contours of the lion and all rough details of the lion outline were carved. (Picture 1).
Furthermore, the claws and head portion of the line was sculpted with a little more
detailed fashion. As the quarries and reliefs discovered at Hacgdz are located at
immediate vicinity of the mound, it is highly likely that such quarries are local
quarries, as there are massive basalt masses almost everywhere in the region.
Therefore, the settlements in the region should have preferred to exploit nearby
basalt masses.

On the other hand, a lion depiction that must be dated back to 1 ™ B.C. was
recovered at the surveys conducted at Sogmatar located 70 km southeast of Sanliurfa
province (Celik 2019, 136-143, pic. 2-4, drawing 1; Albayrak and Mutlu 2014, 338,
pic. 5). The lion depiction is discovered in a limestone quarry (Picture 2). The lion
relief is 3.35 min length, 3.60 m in width and has a thickness of 80 cm. The quarry
unearthed in Sogmatar Hoyiik is the sole limestone quarry with lion depiction dating
back to 1 ™ B.C. in the region (Celik 2019, 136-143, pic. 2).

3. Reliefs and Quarries from 2 ™ B.C.

3.1. Dagyamaci Depictions and Dagyamaci Quarry

Dagyamaci depictions and quarry were discovered in 2014 (Celik 2016, 413,
pic.9; 2015hb, 83, pic. 11-12; Celik and Bing6l 2016, 3-4, pic.2-3). It is the second
largest limestone quarry in the region (Picture 3). The quarry is located on the
northern portion of an asphalt road leading to Tek tek Mountains, 1 km east of
Dagyamaci Village located 45 km southeast of Sanlurfa. It is rumored by the local
community that this road is a caravan route extending east-west direction from
Sogmatar to Harran". Reliefs carved into the bedrock were found on the north-facing
slope of the quarry, which is located in a valley extending towards Harran Plain.
(Celik and Bingol 2016, 3-4, pic.2-3).

The reliefs are highly eroded, and the details are therefore not so pronounced.
Such reliefs were studied in three groups. The first group of reliefs consists of four
consecutive relief panels (Picture 4) having dimensions of approx. 40 cm. x 70 cm.
The second group consists of one-piece frieze with dimensions of about 80 cm. x
2.5m. The third group, on the other hand, illustrates depictions of women sitting
around a tree of life in two groups sitting similar to the ones in the first group.

3.2. Relief Group No. 1

In this relief group, the left portion of the first relief panel from the left has
been destroyed and its current size is approximately 130 cm x 40 cm. Starting from
the left of the panel, there are, as arranged in order, a human figure depicted as
standing wherein the upper part was destroyed; a donkey-like animal figure most
possibly mounted by someone, followed by four naked male figures, and three long-
dressed human figures standing as slightly bent over the person sitting on the far

*

Private conversation with Saban Yilmaz, a resident of Karakus Village, on 20.09.2014
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right. The person sitting on the far right is also wears a long dress and is depicted to
be at the identical height as the people standing. An unidentified object is placed
between the person standing and slightly bent and the person sitting (Picture 5). Such
depictions in this relief panel are usually in the form of trophies presented to a ruler,
and represents a scene rather seen in Mesopotamia during every era.

The second relief panel contains three deer reliefs (Picture 6) depicted in
succession. It is estimated that the deer depicted here are the Mesopotamian Deer
(Dama mesopotamica), whose existence is known since the Neolithic period.

The third relief panel depicts three sheep or goat-like animals and a person
herding such animals.

The fourth relief panel depicts a figure holding a scepter in his hand and
bringing a sheep or goat-like animal beside two sitting figures (Picture 7). A motive
resembling the tree of life is present between the two sitting figures. The depiction
of two figures sitting opposite each other is a popular scene in Mesopotamia and the
similar depictions were also discovered in Urfa. These depictions mostly appear as
scenes of brewing beer or spinning. These scenes are rather frequent in 3 ™ B.C.
and 2 ™" B.C. (Damerow 2012, fig. 1; Seidl 1989, 458, fig. 1-2). However, as it can
be clearly seen that the motif located between the two sitting figures is the tree of
life extending downwards, it is contemplated that this scene may rather depicts the
gods sitting beside the tree of life. Presence of one figure together with the figure of
a sheep or goat as an offering to these gods further supports this notion.

3.3. Relief Group No. 2

This relief is rather in the form of a frieze, and although the relief is not very
explicit, the relief depicts two lions standing back-to-back and each grappling with
one bull (Picture 8). At the center of this frieze stands the tree of life motif in the
same manner. This scene is also a very popular scene in Mesopotamia and is a
depiction frequently observed rather in 1 ™ B.C. The first examples for this scene
are seen on the friezes in Karkamig (Wooley 1952, 238-249, PI. B.57.b).

3.4. Relief Group No. 3

This relief group is rather a frieze and again is similar to the fourth panel of
relief group no. 1, wherein a scene with two groups of figures sitting opposite each
other around a tree of life and a figure bringing animals, presumably sheep or goats,
to these figures as sacrificial offering is depicted.

4. Conclusion

We encounter two types of quarries in 1 ™ B.C. in Sanlwrfa. The first type is
basalt quarries and the second type is limestone quarries. Both basalt and limestone
quarries generally appear to be established in immediate vicinity of the settlement
areas. The best example for basalt quarries in the region is the quarry at Haggdz and
the best example for limestone quarries in the region is the quarry at Sogmatar
Hoyiik. Both quarries are dated back to 1 ™ B.C. However, some limestone quarries
appear as completely different than others. In particular, Dagyamaci quarry is located
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approx. 1 km east of Harran Plain and most probably meeting the demand for the
limestone reliefs from many settlements in the plain. Covering an area of approx.
500 acres, Dagyamaci quarry presents the traces of friezes and orthostates extracted
from numerous sites (Picture 10). Unfinished friezes were discovered at some sites.

It is contemplated that the reliefs in all three groups discovered at Dagyamaci
correspond to different periods. However, the scene depicting the grapple between
the lion and the bull in the second group presents similarities with the reliefs
recovered in Karkamus and should be from 1 ™ B.C. As this scene resembles the
depictions of the struggle between the bull and the lion, it features the characteristics
ofTIhEarIy Iron Age. The artifacts in other groups rather feature the characteristics of
2 '"B.C.

In conclusion, there is only one large scale quarry in Sanliurfa. Based on its
size, this quarry is the limestone workshop that supply the demand of Harran Plain,
wherein Dagyamaci reliefs are also discovered, and is probably used for supplying
me demands of the settlements in Harran Plain during the period from 2 ™ B.C. to 1

B.C.
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PICTURES

Map 1. The Locations of the Reliefs and Quarries in Sanliurfa.

Picture 1. The Condition of the Lion Outline Discovered in Haggéz at the Quarry
(Photo by B. Celik).
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Picture 2. View of the Lion Outline Discovered in Sogmatar in a Quarry
(Photo by B. Celik).

Picture 3. View of Dagyamaci Stone Workshop from North and the Positions of
the Relief Groups (Photo by B. Celik)
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Picture 4. Relief Group No. 1 Discovered at Dagyamaci Stone Workshop
(Photo by B. Celik).

Picture 5. The First Relief from Left in Relief Group No. 1 Discovered at
Dagyamaci Stone Workshop (Photo by B. Celik)
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Picture 6. The Second Relief in Relief Group No. 1 Discovered at Dagyamaci
Stone Workshop (Photo by B. Celik)

Picture 7. The Fourth Relief of Dagyamaci Relief Group No. 1 (Photo by B. Celik)
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Picture 8. The Relief Frieze of Dagyamaci Group No. 2 and the Drawing
Thereof (Photo by B. Celik).

Picture 9. The Frieze of Dagyamaci Relief Group No. 3 (Photo by B. Celik)
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Picture 10. The Sites Where Frieze and Panels Were
Extracted at Dagyamaci Stone Workshop (Photo by B. Celik).
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