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Ottoman Celebrations of the Night Journey and Ascension according to
Ottoman Archival Documents and Sources
ABSTRACT: This paper deals with the issue of the Ottomans’ celebration of the Isra
and al-Miraj and the significance of Bayt al-Maqdis in the Ottoman mentality. The
city represents a religious position for all the heavenly religions and since it was
opened in 1516 by the Ottomans, interest in it has increased. A special
administration was formed in it, and many urban projects were set up, services
were developed, and charitable facilities were endowed. Many historical and
political studies have dealt with the city of Jerusalem throughout history of the
Ottoman era, and have discussed its importance in the map of political balances in
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the Middle East region. However, these studies do not address the issue of the
Ottomans’ interest on the occasion of the Night Journey and Mi’raj, nor do they
touch upon the intellectual and literary literature such as the Ma’rajiyat, which
reflects the extent of the presence of Bayt al-Maqdis in the Ottoman collective
consciousness. The Ottomans paid great attention to the occasion of the Isra and
Mi’raj, as will be demonstrated. We have relied on Ottoman documents and
sources to understand the intellectual, religious, political and social background
that moved the Ottomans around the Isra and Mi’raj and Bayt Al-Magqdis. We also
tried, through these Ottoman documents and sources, and to know the most
important customs, traditions and events that were held at the level of the
members of society, as well as at the level of the Ottoman Empire. In this paper, a
number of themes will be addressed, including: the Ottomans dedication to
celebrating and reviving religious occasions; the customs and traditions of the
Ottomans in their celebration of the Isra and Mi’raj; the most important Ottoman
sources that dealt with the issue of Al-Isra and Al-Miraj; and the intellectual and
political backgrounds of the Isra and Miraj issue.

KEYWORDS: Bayt al-Maqdis, Religious festivals, Ottomans, Isra, Miraj.
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Seyhiilislam Hasan Fehmi Efendi'nin Sultan Abdiilaziz'in Mira¢ Gecesini tebrikine
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BOA, MBI, 32/4
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Recep Ayinin 27. giiniiniin Mirag¢ Gecesi olmasi hasebiyle minarelerin aydinlatiimas: ve
bugiiniin gazetelerde ilan edilmesi hakkinda Sadaretin Megihata ve Dahiliye Nezaretine

yazdigi tahrirat.
9 Aralik 1898
BOA, BEO. 1239/92866
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