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Oz

Osmanli ilim tecriibesi, ulus devletlere béliinene kadar tiim Islam cografyasmin
ortak tecriibesidir. Muhammed Abduh -dolayisiyla Resit Riza- ve Hamdi Yazir ortak
ilim tarihinin bagat isimleridir. Her ikisi ayn1 kadim medeniyette ayr1 diigsiince ve
zihniyete sahip olduklarini tefsirlerinde gostermislerdir. Yasadiklar1 dénem gerek
ideolojik gerek ilmi baz tercih ve kabullerin zorunlu oldugu bilad-1 islam’da islerin
yolunda gitmedigi bir zaman dilimine karsilik gelmektedir. Yasadiklari donem
moderniteyi inga eden kurucu bati akliyla karsilasma donemidir. Abduh klasik
modernizm donemi kabul edilen bati akliyla ilk karsilasmanin ortaya gikardigi
kimlik sorununu, kafa karigikligmni en iyi temsil eden isimdir. Istanbul ilim
¢evresinden gelen Hamdi Yazir 6z giiveni temsil etme adma geleneksel olmay1
tercih etmistir. Temelde karsilagilan zihniyet farkliligt ve moderniteye gosterilen
tepkilerin farklilig1 her iki miifessirin geldikleri sosyo-psikolojik, politik ve sosyo-
teolojik tecriibelerle alakalidir. Misir’in Osmanli hakimiyetinden ¢iktiktan sonra
Ingiliz sémiiriisiinde kalmas1, buna karsin Istanbul’un bdyle bir tecriibeyi yasamamis
olmasi verilen tepkilerin gosterilen tutumlarin en 6nemli amili olmustur. Abduh’un
tefsiri okundugunda karsilasilan sorunlara ¢6ziim liretmede aceleci, tepkisel ve kesin
sonug isteyen bir tutumu sebebiyle doneminin paradigmasmin yansimasi pozitif
bilimi 1srarla kullanmasina kargin Yazir’in tefsirinde modern bilgiye karsi daha
mesafeli oldugunu ve tefsirinde klasik yorumlama enstriimanlarmi kullandigini
gormek miimkiindiir. Abduh’un 6zellikle bazi ayetlerin tefsirini yaparken pozitif
bilimin g6z kamastirict sonuglarina ram oldugu goriilecektir. Pozitif bilimin
sonuglarmni tefsirin hazmetme kapasitesinin ¢ok iistiinde kullanma gayreti, tefsirin
Oznelliginin Gtesinde tefsire dair ciddi bir zemin kaymasi olarak kabul edilebilir.
Ozelikle Kur'an’da gecmiste yasamu one c¢ikan sahsiyetlerin veya {immetlerin
yasadiklar1 olaganiistii olaylar ve mesajlari, mutlak agiklanabilir sebepler arama
ugrasisinda yitip gitmistir. Kur'an’in retoriginde ¢ok baska yerlere dokunan kissa -
hisse eslesmesinin diinunda rasyonalist, determinist, pozitivist algiya boyun egmesi
Islam aklinin esyay1, evreni tanimay1 biraktiginin/birakmak zorunda oldugunun bir
ilan1 gibidir. Oysa Abduh bunun tam tersi iddiayla tefsirini Resit Riza eliyle kaleme
almistir. Bu baglamda Hamdi Yazir, Fil suresinde tam da el-Menér tefsirinin bu
yoniine itirazda bulunmustur. Kuvvetle muhtemel Abduh’un el-Menar tefsirinin
tamamina ulagsmadig1 haliyle Amme ciiziinden yalnizca Fil suresinde, gerek tefsir
gerekse mantiki agidan bulunan tenakuzlar giiglii bir sekilde ortaya koymustur.
Hamdi Yazir’in el-Menar’in biitiiniine ulasamadig1 6n kabuliiyle Bakara suresi 19.
ayeti ve Al-i Imran suresinin 45. ayetini -bu meyanda Orneklerin gogaltmasi
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miimkiin olan- karsilastirma yoluna gidilmistir. Isbu makalede ulasilan sonuglar
ortaya koymak igin her iki ismin tefsirlerinden birka¢ Ornek secilmis ve bu
orneklemin zihin evrenlerini temsil ettikleri sonucuna varilmigtir. Birbirlerinden
habersiz olarak ayni donemde kaleme alinan tefsirlerden bir zihniyet sorgulamasi
daha kolay yapilacagindan siiphe yoktur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Muhammed Abduh, Modernite, Hamdi Yazir, Gelenek, Menar
Tefsiri, Hak Dini Kur’an Dili
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Structured Abstract

This article is about the views of two writers, Muhammed Abduh — hence
Resit Riza — and Muhammed Hamdi Yazir, who lived at the same time in the
common scientific geography during the Ottoman period and whose divisions in the

interpretation of the Qur'an became so deep that the mentality went into crisis.

Abduh's commentary on Menar and Hamdi Yazir's commentary on Hak
Dini and Qur'an Language seem to represent two different mentalities. Especially in
the interpretation of the verses about creation, although the verses are the same, it

will be seen that there are completely different interpretations.

The place where the worlds of thought, epistemic differences and basic
assumptions represented by both tafsir find their expression, are the narration verses
of the previous ummahs and personalities mentioned in the Qur'an, and especially

their interpretations and interpretations in Surah Fil.

In some parts of Abduh's commentary, he acted with reference values of
positive science hidden in his mental background. His effort to explain everything
with scientific knowledge caused him to strongly criticize the interpretations made
in the ancient period. Therefore, he tried to ignore the inner meaning instruments of
tafsir by rejecting the issues in the sacred text that he could not explain with his
mechanical determinism and rational mind, or by interpreting them within the

limitations and possibilities of positive science that could be considered strange.

Yazir has tried to put his work on a scientific basis by using the data of the
period. While using scientific knowledge, he tried to combine the language of

religion with the language of science. Perhaps this effort can be seen as one of the
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reasons why he gave so much space to explain the scientific side of lightning and
thunder. Benefiting from the positive science of his time helps us to understand the
current conjuncture. It is a proof of the helplessness of the Muslim mind in the face

of science created by the West and the effort to accredit tafsir with positive science.

Despite the great epistemic pressures to use the scientific knowledge, which
was formed by the general acceptance of the period, perhaps, he tried to bridge the
existing knowledge areas, not rejecting the knowledge inherited from the ancient
tafsir tradition as Abduh did.

In the case of Hamdi Yazir and Abduh, the encounter of the two mentalities
was most strikingly in the verb surah. In contrast to Abduh's three-page commentary
on the Surah Elephant, Hamdi Yazir criticizes this three-page information for nearly

30 pages.

Abduh claimed that the Ebrehe army was destroyed, as the stones thrown

by the flying ebabils caused smallpox and measles.

Yazir criticizes Abduh harshly for abandoning the musellem
comprehension instruments in the science of tafsir in Surah Fil. He accuses him of
sacrificing the existing knowledge of tafsir while trying to internalize modern
knowledge. Indeed, this was the weakest link in Abduh's tafsir. While trying to

internalize modern knowledge, he rejected many common knowledge about tafsir.

Hamdi Yazir criticizes Abduh methodically for his tafsir. In fact, although
Abduh rejected all Israel, he produced a new Israeli literature. Perhaps he primarily

reacted to the fact that this interpretation was fictional.

In terms of hadith literature, Abduh criticizes his interpretation of the surah
based on a news that is highly likely to be unfounded based on Ikrima with a munqat

narration that is mechulu'r-rawi in the chain of attribution.

Since the narration is weak, he describes it as a liar to pretend it is a
mutawatir narration. Hamdi Yazir blended positive science, religious rhetoric and
epistemology in a unity and did not ignore the existence of one of the other. He
criticized Abduh in this aspect the most in Surah Fil and accused him of ignoring the
pre-eminent knowledge of his religion in order to use positive science in his

interpretation.

Abduh and Yazir are commentators of the same period. Despite this

sameness, there is a sharp gap in the paradigms of both. The author is on a more
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traditionalist side in the classical modernism period, when positive science was
newly encountered. The current new understanding of knowledge dazzled him as
well, but he did not go to reject the pre-existing knowledge in order to receive
positive science. Abduh took a sharper stance on this issue. While accepting the
present modern, he knowingly and willingly rejected the knowledge inherited from
the past. It would not be wrong to say that Abduh is a modernist, as he expresses
entering a new era in the semantics of modernism, rejecting tradition and breaking

away from the old.
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