WAR INDESTRY AND BHJE

Br. Mugtafa HEYLE

 TURKGE OZET

Bilim ve teknolojik alarindaki gelismeler insanogluna biyik a-
vantajlar saglamistir. Ancak bu gelismelerden tiim diinya iilkeleri egit bir
sekilde istifade edememistir. Daha ¢ok geligmig dilkeler lehine olan bu
bilimsel ve teknolojik geligmeler kendini iki alanda bariz bir sekilde or-
taya koymugtur. Bunlar savas sanayi ve ekonomik gigtir. Dolayisyla bu
teknolojik geligmelere sahip olan iilkeler, bir tarafian gittikge daha ¢ok zen-
ginlegirken, diger taraftan da dinyanin en giighi silahlarma sahip olarak
adeta dinyarn biiyiik bir kasmi igin tehdit unsuru haline gelmigtir.

Bu baglamda, bu makale kiiresel bir problem olarak goriilebile-
cek olan iki onemli konuya deginmektedir. Birinci kisum, gintimiizdeki
savag ve barig kavramlarim, yirminci yiizyil savag ve silahlarinin ozel-
liklerini, silahlanma ve savaglarm hem geligmis hem de gelismekte ya da
geri kalmig olan iilkelerin sosyo-ekonomik yapilarina olan etkilerini ve
ornek olarak iki ¢agdas savagi—-Iran-Irak ve Korfez Savaslari—igerirken;
ikinci kasim da diinyadaki dengesiz ekonomik gelir dagilumini ve bu da-
gilimn sonuglarm kapsamaktadir. |

Savaglarin insanoglunun ayriimaz bir pargast oldugu tarihi bir
gergektir. Ancak bugiin hem savas ant hem de baris olarak adlandirian,
ancak bir bakima muhtemel bir savaga hazirlik olan sulh ani, silahlan-
ma, insan hayalinin alamayacag korkung boyutlara ulagmigstir. Ozellikle
Tkinci Diinya Savagindan sonra hem savaglarin sayisi artmis, hem de bu
savaslarda olen insanlarin sayis1 artrmgtr. Bugiin diinya iilkeleri aktif
savag yapsinlar ya da yapmaswnlar, gereginden fazla askeri harcamalar
sonucu ekonomik agidan son derece olumsuz yonde etkilenmektedirler.
Ornegin, 1987'de diinya askeri harcamalari bir trilyon Amerikan dolari-
1 gegmigtir ki, bu yeryiiziinde yasayan toplam 2.6 milyar insant olugtu-
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iilkeler degil, daha temel insan ihtiyaglarim ‘karsilamaktan uzak diger
iilkeler de yapmaktadwr. Oysa bu durum tamamen geri kalmig ya da ge-
lismekte olan iilkelerin aleyhinedir. Ciinkii onlar savunmaya yonelik ne
kadar para harcarlarsa harcaswnlar, hichir zaman geligmis iilkelerin
silah sanayilerine erigmeleri mimkiin olmayacaktrr. Kendi aralarinda da
bir dstinlik saglayamayacaklardir. Ozellikle bu durum Islam dlkeleri igin
¢ok daha agiktr. Iran-Irak savagiyla Korfez savasinda yaganan durumlar
dl.ga bagzmlzlzgzn act neticelerini gok agik bir sekilde ortaya koymugtur.

Dunya znsanlzgzm tehdit eden ikinci bir husus da adil olmayan e-
konomik dagilimdir. Daha 200 sene énce, sanayi devriminden once, or-
talamad olarak tim diinya iilkelerinde kisi bagina digen milli gelir 200
dolar civarindayken, bugiin bu gelir dagilimindaki dengesizlik korkung
boyutlara ulagmigtir. Elbette bu milli gelirdeki adaletsiz dagilim sadece
milletleri zengin ya da fakir olarak ikiye aywmams, etkilerini sosyal ve
ekonomik hayatin her alarnda da gostermigtir. Dolayisiyla zengin iilke-
ler ya da fakir iilkelerdeki zengin tabakolar gittikce daha cok zengin
olup, tiim diinya nimetlerinden daha ¢ok faydalamirken, fakir iilkelerle
onlarin halklart da gittikge daha gok fakirlesip daha koti durumlara
maruz kalmaktadirlar.

Sonug olarak gunu soyleyebiliriz ki, bazldarmmn savundugu gibi
diinya huzurunu bozan, ya da sosyal ve ekonomik gelismeyi olumsuz
yonde etkileyen temel neden hizli niifus artis1 degil, aksine mevcut diinya
kaynaklarmn ve insan giiciiniin biiyiik oranda savas sanayine kanalize
edilmesi ve dengesiz ekonomik dagilimdir. Dolayisyyla gelecek diinya
mutlulugu da bu iki global problemin goziimiine baghdur.

Hdkk

introduction

Developments in science and technology have brought many ad-
vances to human beings, however, at the same time, have caused them
many serious problems. The conflicting results of the technological and
scientific developments in the last two centuries are most apparent in two
major fields: the armament industry and economic distribution. Thus,
while those nations which excel in technological developments both be-
come richer and richer and posses the most powerful and destructive
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weapons, those who cannot adopt themselves to these developments be-
come poorer and poorer. Worse,. it seems likely that this disparity between
rich and poor nations will not narrow but rather continue to vmden to the
detnment of the majority of the earth’ J population. -

- In this context, the main purpose of this article is to seek what is.
going on in the world in general in terms of two important topics: war and
peace and socio-economic justice. Thus, this article consists of two major
sections: The first includes a brief treatment of war and humanity, the
economic cost of militarization, the relationship between military expen-
ditures and both employment and social welfare of countries, some fea-
tures of new weapons, and two contemporary wars (the Iran-Iraq and Gulf
War) which indicate the result of new weapons. The second part discusses
socio-economic justice around the world including unjust economic distri-
bution of resources both between and within nations, and consequences for
the poor hvmg in the developed and underdeveloped countries.

War and Humamty

War, which has been the most well—orgamzed and destructive form
of violence in which human beings have engaged, has been an mseparable

character of humankind through its history. Both the Bible and the Qur’an
record its continuance.’

. Why have human beings fought throughout history? What are the
reasons for such wars? Why have the number of wars and conflicts in-
creased-in the twentieth century? Will this situaﬁon continue forever?

A first answer derived from a historical study of relationships
between the west and the east or between Christians and Muslims, rmght
be that religion is 2 main reason for war. However, reducing the causes of
war to only one explanation is not correct. As Quincy Wright points out,
there are many reasons for war. He writes:

To different people war may have very different meanings.
To some it is a plague which ought to be eliminated; to
some, a mistake which should be avoided,; to others a crime
which ought to be punished; and, to. still others, it is an
anachronism which no longer serves any purpose. On the
other hand, there are some who take a more receptive atti-
tude toward war and regard it as an advantage which may -
be interesting, an instrument which may Be useful, a proce-

' The Bible: Exodus, 24; Numbers, 3; Deuteronomy, 2, 7, 30; Joshua, 6, 8; Matthew,
10:34. The Qur’an: 22:40; 2:216.
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*dure which may be legitimate and appropriate, or a condi- .-
tion ‘of existence for which one mus be prepared.” 2

As it is seen, there is no smgle reason for war, but rather many--
political, social, psychological and economic. John Huddleston lists among’
the causes of twentieth century wars the following: the nature of human
beings, nationalism, racism, extremes of wealth and poverty, religious.
fanaticism and strife, male domination’ of public affairs, and competitive
arms races.” Whatever the reason, it is a fact that wars have continued
both between and among nations. o e :

Ty However as Betty A. Reardon pomts out, physncal or dxrect vio-
lence particularly military violence, in the twentleth century, appears to be
more varied and certainly more destrucnve than it has ever been.”™ Jt can be
asked why the twentieth century s wars_are S0 destructlve dangerous and:
inhumane. The followmg facts may give an answer to this questxon '

Scholars estimate that from 1480 to 1940 there were 244 impor-
tant wars with which the nations of the world participated with 2,659 im-
portant battles fought only by European nations alone. ’ It must be noted
here that contrary to common belief; most of these wars were - between
nations which followed religions other than Islam.°

2 Quincy anht A Study of War 2""i (Chlcago University of Chleago Press
- 1965), 3.
3 John Huddleston, Achieving Peace by the Year 2000: A Twelve Point Proposal
(Oxford, England, Chatham, N.Y.: Oneworld, 1992), 10-45. See also Betty A.
Reardon, Comprehensive Peace Education: Educating for Global Responsi-
bility (New York: Teachers College Press, 1988), 16; Henry A. Atkinson,
"“Religion as a Cause of War,” in The Causes of War, ed. Arthur Pomtt (New
York: Books for Libraries Press, 1969) 118.
" Betty A. Reardon, Militarization, Security and Peace Education (Valley Forge,
Pa.: United Ministries in Education, 1982), 39.
> Wright, War, 626, table 22; see also David P. Rarash, Imtroduction to Pence
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Studies (Belmont, Calif : Wadsworth, 1991), 33.

5 R. C. Johnson says: “With the single exception of Islam the other great world
religions are all irreconcilably opposed to war and the things war involves.” In
“The Influence of Religious Teaching as a Factor in Maintaining Peace,” in Paths
to Peace: A Study of War Its Causes and Prevention, ed. Victor H. Wallace
(New York: Books for Libraries Press, 1970), 347.. Whereas according to Quincy
Wright’s research, the important partlclpants of these wars between 1480 to
1940, were: Great Britain, 74; France, 63; Spain, 59; Russia, 57; Austria, 51;
Turkey, 43; Poland, 28; Sweden, 25; Italy, 25; Netherlands, 22, Germany, 22,
Denmark, 20; the United States, 12; China, 9; and Japan, 9, see Wright, War,
641-647; tables 31-41. f
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Since World War II there have been 149 wars.” According to the
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, the number of major
wars (those that kill at least 1,000 persons) rose to 34 in 1993, aﬁer hav-
ing dropped from 36 in 1987 to 30 in 1991.°

~ Asa result of these wars, just since the sixteenth century, some
142 ‘million people have died. Of that number 108 million, or 75 percent '
have died in wars during the twentieth century.” Overall, according to
William Eckhardt’s estimation, 73 percent of all war-related deaths since
3000 B.C. have occurred in the twentieth century'. In addition to this direct
k]llmg some 40 million people died as a result of war-related famme or illness.
One analysis asserts that “more thn twice as many people have been killed in
wars in this supposed postwar period than in the éntire nineteenth centmy and
seven times as many as in the eighteenth century.”"’ ,

Another important feature of twentieth century wars is that the
larger number of conflicts and kﬂlmgs have occurred in the developmg
countries. From 1945 through 1992 over 92 percent of all conflicts were in
the developmg countries.' By contrast the more industrialized and demo-
cratically governed states have constituted a vast zone of relative peace
for thelr more than three quarters of a billion people.”

The Econormc Cost of Mnhtanzatuon

~ Itis a fact that, especially since World War II, both the developed
countries which solved most, of their basic human needs, and the develop-
ing even underdeveloped countries that are far from meetmg_thelr peoples’

7 Ruth Leger Sivard, World betapy and Social Expenditures 1993 (W ashmgton
D.C.: World Priorities, 1993), 20.

8 Michael Renner, “Budgeting for Disarmament,” in State of the World 1995: The
Trends That Are Shaping Our Future, ed. Linda Starke (New York and Lon-
don, W. W. Norton, 1995), 151. |

®  David Krieger and Frank K. Kelly, “Introduction,” in Waging Peace 1I: Vision
and Hope for the 21" Centruy, ed. David Krieger and Frank K. Kelly (Chicago:
Noble Press, 1992), xv.

¥ William Eckhardt, “War-Related Deaths Since 3000 BC,” Peace Research 23, no
1 (February 1991), 83.

"' Hal Kane, “Wars Reach a Plateau,” in Vital Stgns 1995: The Trends ﬂxat Are
Shaping Our Future, ed. Linda Starke (New York and London: W. W. Norton,
1995), 95, 110. :

2 Sivard, Expenditures 1993, 20 :

B Bruce Russet, “Politics and Alternative Secunty Toward a More Democratic,
Therefore More Peaceful World,” in Alfernative Security Living W'u‘hout Nuclear
Deterrence, ed. Bums H. Weston, (Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press, 1990), 108.
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basic needs, compete fiercely for superiority in destructive power. Al-
though there has been a slight reduction recently in worldwide military
expenditures, they still make up an important proportion of the Gross Na-
tional Product (GNP) of most countries. In 1987 world military expendi-
tures totaled more than US $1 trillion equaling the total income of the 2.6
billion people of forty-four of the poorest nanons in the world.” ' As.of
1993, the developed countries spent as much on military power in a year
as the total income. of the poorest 2. billion people on earth.'> Overall, since
World War II, global rmhtary spendmg has added up to a eumulatlve $30-
35 trillion,'® Today, globally, between 5 and 6. percent of the world’s total
annual product is spent on mlhtary affalrs ' This means that the world
spends $1,900,000 each minute for the purpose of defense '

Who spends excessively for military defense? The irony is that not
only the developed countries who can better afford military expenditures
but also developing, and even underdeveloped countries, with great for-
eign debts and unmet basic human needs, spend significant amounts of
their GNPs for military defense. 1 During the seventies and exghtles three
quarters of the global arms flow went to the developing countries.

However, the Middle East countries became the world’s largest
arms market as they waged war against each other since the half of this
century. According to Shimon Peres, since Israel’s recognition in 1948,
Arab countries have fought six wars with Israel and another six among
thémselves.” Between 1977 and 1987, the Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI) estimates the cumulative rmhtary spending of
all the countries of the Middle East to be approximately $615 billions. As
a share of the GNP, military expenditures in the region averaged 17 per-
cent between 1978 and 1985, and repreSented noarly 40 percent of all

' Barash, Introduction, 265. All the costs whxch follow are calculated in U. S dol-

lars.
Y Sivard, Expenditures 1993, 5.
¥ Ibid., 152.

"7 Huddleston, Peace, 27, Sivard, Expenditures 1993, 43-50.

' Annabel Rodda, Women and the Environmment, Women and World Development
Series (London and N.J.: Zed Books, 1991), 38.

“For the effects of excesswe militarization on these countries’ social welfare see
‘George Kim, “The Arms Race and Its Consequences for Developing Countries,”
in A Peace Reader: Essential Readings onn War, Justice, Non-Violence and
World Order, ed. Joseph Fahey and Rlehard Armstrong (New York Pauhst
Press, 1987, 148 ff.-

n Shimon’ Peres and Arye Naor The New Mtddle East (New York: Henry Holt,

1993), 87.
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arms imports in the world.” While there was.a worldwide economic re-
cession and Third World debt crisis during the 1980s, “Iran and Iraq ac-
counted for more than half of the arms purchased by Third World nations
in the mid-1980s, with total purchases in excess of $100 billion over the
course of decade.”” When we add the nations of United Arab Emirates
and Kuwait, this ﬁgure rises to $150. bllllon A report to the U.S. Con-
gress indicated that U.S. arms sales to the Mlddle East from 1978 to 1988
represented two-thirds of total forelgn sales.”* Figures show that invest-
ments in military equipment in that reglon consumed  between 21° and 26
percent of all govemment expendltures g : :

. Therefore, the Us. dxplomats see the Mlddle East countnes in
general, and Saudi Arabia in particular, as a great milk cow > In the
words of William Quandr, a former Middle East spec1ahst on the National
Security Council, “It takes King F ahd about 10 seconds to write a check
Tt takes Congress weeks to debate the smallest issue of this sort.™

Developing nations, despite severe food shortages, use ﬁve tlmes
as much forelgn exchange to xmport arms as for agricultural machines. In
developing countries, while there is one soldler for every 250 persons,
there is one doctor for every 3,700.%

« Escalatmg debts are one result of thls excessive rmhtary spendmg
By 1985 the external debt of the Third World countries was about $750
billion—-330 percent higher than in 1975.% By 1993 the debt of the
world’s developmg countries rose to $1.77 trillion,” and to $1.9 trillion in
1994.%° Tt is estimated that on average about 40 percent of developing

' Ishac Diwan and Nick Papandreou, “The Peace Process and Economic Reforms in
the Middle East,” in The Economics of Middle East, ed. Stanley Fischer and
others (Cambndge Mass.: MIT Press, 1993), 19-20. '

z William D. Hartung, And Weapons for AIl New York: Ha.tper Colhns 1994) 205.
Tbid., 203.

™ Charles A. Kimball, Religion Politics and Qil: The Volatile Mix in the dedle

 East (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992), 82.

2 Tbid. See also Peres and Naor, Middle East, 89.

 Harting, Weapons, 213.

" Ernie Regehr, Militarism and the Word Order: A Study Guide for C'hurcltes
(Geneva: Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World
Council of Churches, 1980), 4.

% Ruth Leger Sivard, World Military and Social Expenduures 1986 (W ashington,
D.C.: World Priorities, 1986), 20.

¥ Kane, “Wars,” 74. :

*  Gary Gardner, “Third World Debt Still Growang, in Vital Sings 1995: The
Trends That Are Shaping Our Future, ed. Linda Starke (New York and Lon-
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countries’ debts result from the importation of ‘arms.> While these Third
World countries continue to inilitarize themiselves, they are not likely to repay
their debts anytime soon. Usually, they make occasional payments of interest
rather than paying off the principal. Hal Kane points ‘out that “developing
countries pay $180 billion every year in debt service. Taken as.a whole, the
Third World owes an amount equal to about half of its yearly income X
.. Although Third World countries, including Muslim countries,
spend billions of dollars on militarization, when we compare them. with
the developed nations, they are (and will be) always at a disadvantage in
terms of their economies, their societies, and military powers. Why? Hi-
Jan Rizkallah suggests three reasons: 1) These countries are obliged to
spend money on imports to build their arms and defense system. These
expenditures use part of the country’s meager hard currency resources ‘and
waste the beneficial effects that these resources would normally have exer-
cised on industrial and economic growth within those countries. The result
is a growing external debt and overall economic decline. 2) The essential
needs of the “poor” countries go generally unsatisfied. Therefore, any
military expense constitutes a heavy burden to support and a kind of use-
less luxury. 3) Much more so than in advanced countries, the effect of
militarization can be particularly dangerous because militarization favors
the installation of a political-military authority structure, the effects of
which are precarious for development in general * o
Besides these negative effects of excessive spending for military
‘purpose on the-economy and society of the Third World countries, other

factors keep these countries at a perpetual military disadvantage. We can
list them as follows: -

' First, they lack the resources for military development, research
and manufacturing of the developed. The money that the U.S. spends for
the purposc of militarization every year--an average of $300 million--
exceeds the total collective GNP of most of the developing countries. Even
if the Third World countries buy the newest and latest weapons, they are
quickly obsolete. This was the case for Iraq during the Gulf War. Al-
though the U.S. had sold Iraq billions of dollars worth of planes, .tanks

_and missiles of various sorts during the Iran-Iraq conflict, Iragi soldiers

~don: W. W. Norton, 1995), 72. o -
3! Rizkallah Hilan, “The Effects on Economic Development in Syria of a Just and
Long-Lasting Peace,” in The Economics of Middle East, ed. Stanley Fischer and
_ others (Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1993), 59.
% Kane, “Wars,” 74. ' - '
33 Hilan, “Ecoriomic Development,” 58-59.
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and forces could not respond well agamst ‘America and allied bombings in-
the Gulf War While the United States was’ selling weapons to Iraq, she
was spendlng trillions of dollars on more sophisticated military machines.
Since Iraq had the old military machines, and the U.S. had the new ones
against which the old ones wouldn t be very effectwe Iraq lost, and ;
America won the war.**

Second, military orgamzanons around the world do not sell all-\,
parts of the weapons such as airplanes, “so that some proportion of the
nominal order of battle must always be unavailable.” 35 For example one
Western military expert asserted that only ten percent of the Iranian Air
Force’s F-14s were battle ready when the war with Iraq started.*

“Third, in an arms race. there is no end. New purchases of arms
systems by one group of countries automatically will elicit similar moves
in neighboring countries. As George Kim observes, “This is a kind of
chain reaction resulting in permanent expansion, an uninterrupted replen-
ishment of military arsenals, a kind of race in the quantltatlve and quab.ta—
tive accumulation of arms. 37

Fourth, since the manufacture of modern weapons and arms needs
an outlet, the war industry requires field testing for new weapons, war-
planes, and other sophisticated devices. Therefore, as Naji Abi-Hashem
asserted “the heavy production of weapons and the substantial economic
value they can generate may at times cause powerful governments to ma-
nipulate tender spots around the globe or to feed regional conflicts in order
- to market their products.”

The following two examples substantiate the attitudes of the de-
veloped nations toward developing nations in terms of arms sales before,
during, and after a war.

The first example is related to the Iran-Iraq War. During the
1979-81 Iranian hostage crisis, the U.S. imposed a total economic and

* Linus Pauling, “Reflections on the Persian Gulf War,” in Waging Peace: Vision
and Hope for the 21" Century, ed. David Krieger and Frank Kelly (Chxcago
Noble Press, 1992), 31.

¥ Thomas H. Etzold, Defense or Delusion? American Military in the 1980s (New
York: Harper and Row, 1982), 17.

* Tbid., 18.

¥ Kim, “Arms Race,” 148.

*®  Naji Abi-Hashem, “The Impact of the Gulf War on the Churches in the Middle

East: A Socio-cultural and Spiritual Analysis,” Pastoral Psychology 41 (Spring
1992), 14.
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military blockade on Iran. President Carter invoked the Emergency Inter-
national Economic Powers Act for the first time since its inception. Under
the provisions of this law, any U.S. citizen or corporation doirig business
with Iran was subject to felony prosecution of up to ten years of impris-_
onment and a $50,000 fine. However, Iran was totally dependent on U.S.
weapons and spare parts. The former Shah had spent some $20 billion on
U.S. weaponry between 1973 and 1978. On one of their trips, Charles
Kimball and a small group met with President Bani Sadr of Iran. In the
course of their conversations, Kimball asked Bani Sadr about the impact
of the U.S. embargo on Iran’s military. Bani Sadr smiled and said:
We can get anything we néed. In spite of the embargo, we
are currently doing business with over one hundred Ameri- o
can companies. We can get any piece of military hardware
" we require. We must go through-third parties and pay ex-
cessively high prices. But, if the money is there, plenty of
' sellers can be found.” : | ~

“The second example is related to the Gulf War. While on the one hand
President Bush counseled restraint in weapon sales to the Middle East in May
1991, on the other hand the United States alone sold $8.5 billion in arms to that
region during the year after the Gulf War excluding sales to Isracl and Egypt,
representing two-thirds of all arms sales in the region.®’

Fifth, while sellers of weapons such as the U.S. see the Middle

East countries as the “great milk cow,” they are not happy about selling
their products. For example, a U.S. diplomat says: “But, in order to keep
the great milk cow happy, the flow of advanced U.S. arms to the Saudis
has to continue virtually uninterrupted, regardless ‘of how these arms may

ultimately be used by the Saudi Sheikdom or a successor regime.”!

' Consequently, it can be said that the Third World countries in
general, and Muslim countries in particular, must know that the true aim
of the developed nations is not to keep peace in the globe, but to sell their
weapons and gain benefit even at the cost of millions of peoples’ lives.
During Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, the attitude of the President George
Bush of the U. S. showed this fact when he argued for U.S. imvolvement
saying: “Our jobs, our way of life, our own freedom and the freedom of
friendly countries around the world would suffer if control of the world’s

® Kimball, Religion Politics, 85-86. Italics mine. |

® Ramsey Clark, The Fire This Time: U.S. War Crime in the Gulf New York:
Thunder’s Mouth Press, 1992), 218. ' ' :

4" Hartung, Weapons, 213.
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- " great oil reserves fell into the hands of Saddam Hussein.”*

The Effects of Militarization on Development
Employment and Socm! Welfare - E

) ' I have already spoken about some dlsadvantages of militarization
r ._from the point of developmg countries that are importing their weapons
from the developed countries. “What about the developed countries? What
,effect does excessive, rmhtanzatlon have on both developed and developing
.countnes in terms of employment and unemployment, and the social wel-
fare of their people? Although the answers to these questxons differ some-
what from country to country, the fact is that excessive militarization in
both ‘developed and developing or underdeveloped countries is not an eco-
. nomle advantage but rather an economic burden on the people.

, Let’s look first at the relanonshlp between employment and milita-
nzatlon Contrary to common belief continuation of the arms race creates
' Aunemployment since djsarmament and reallocation of money mto the ci-
v1han sector would create more jobs and reduce unemployment Many
econormsts see arms spendmg as subtracting from a nation’s total re-
- sources. The first economist, Adam Smith, presented thxs pos1t10n n lns

o famous book, T he Wealth of Nations:

. [T]he whole army and navy, are unproductlve 1aborers

* They are the servants of the public, and are maintained by a
part of the annual produce of the industry of other people.
‘Their service, how honorable, how useful, or how necessary
soever, produces nothmg for which an equal quantlty of _
services can afterwards be produced.® ‘

P It is a fact that military expenditures employ some people; there
can be no doubt about that. However, this does not mean' that military

‘ sp'ending‘creates more jobs than equivalent money spent for the domestic
~ economy. Spending for defense not only produces nothing that consumers
can buy, but also is a very poor way of creating _]ObS Accordmg to one
-account given by the Bureau of Labor Statistics in America “every $1
- billion spent on military creates on average 75 ,000 jobs. The same $1
- bllhon. spent on mass transit creates on average 92,000 JObS construction,

" 2 Kimball, Reltgmn Politics, 71. o '

v A _Birgit B. Utne, Educaung Jfor Peace: A Feminist Perspecave (New York: Per-
‘" gamon Press, 1985), 11.

-4 Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations (New York: Modern Library, 1937) 3 15.
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100,000, health care, :139,000; education 187,000.” 43

Military expenditure not.only creates few Jobs compared wrth al-
ternative civilian expenditure, but also uses.the most highly skilled, scarce,
and best educated people. For example, in 1989 in the U S. “21 percent of
all engineers, 24 percent of all electrrcal engmeers 32 percent of all
mathematicians, and 34 percent of all physrcrsts went to the rmhtary -
dustrres > Meanwhﬂe globally, 25 million sold1ers were servmg in the
armed forces of dlﬂ‘erent nations, more than 500 000 sclentlsts and ¢ eng1~
neers ‘were engaged in research and development for military purposes and
another 5 rmlhon workers were mvolved in Weapons productlon :

~ 'While both developed and underdeveloped countnes spend blillons
of dollars for defense, and hire the most skilléd-and édiicated’ persons for
the military sector, most of the poorer nitioris ‘Have' not met the™ basic
needs of their people for food, health and: hteracy Accordmg 16 the' ‘World
Deveiopment Report of 1994 one billion’ people i tlie developmg ‘coun-
tries still lacked to clean water and: nearly two bllhon peOple lacked ade-
quate sanitation.”® As a result of the lack of clean Water adequate sanitation
and ample nutrition, in 1993 mfectlous dlseases whlch are- preventable ac-
counted for an estimated one-thitd of all-deaths in'the world-16 4 million’out
of 51 mtlhon More than 99 percent of: deaths from mfectxous dlseases oc-
militarization than for health n addmon in 1993 sven-million-adufs died of
conditions that could have been me:qaensrvely prevented or cured.”

Ilhteracy Is also a serious problem in“the" developmg countrles
According to Ruth Leger Slvard “one quarter of the adults in the world

* Michael J. ‘Sheehan, Arins Cmm'ol. Theory and ‘Practice (Oxford UK. : Basil

" Blackwell, 1988), 68. ‘

% Lourdes Beneria and ‘Rebecca Blank “Women and the Economrcs of Mrhtary
‘Spending,” in Rocking the Ship of State: Toward a Feminist Peace Politics, ed.
,Adrlenne Harris and Ynestra King (Boulder; Colo.: Westview Press,’ 1989) 195
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47
- Peace in Peace in_a Nuclear Age Thi Bishops’ Letter in Perspecuve ed
"Charles J. Reid, Jr, (Washmgton D. C Cathollc UmVersrty of Amenca Press
- 1986), 231.
“  World Development Report 1994 (Oxford ‘and New York, Oxford Umver51ty
Press, 1954), 1.
®  Anne E. Platt, “Infectious Diseases Return,” in Vital Signs 1996: The Trends
That Are Shaping Our Future, ed. Lmda Starke (New York and London: W. W.
... Norton, 1996),.130-31. ,
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cannot read and write, and most of them are in the low-income countries.
Over half of the adults in South -Asia and 1 in Afrlca are illiterate, and al—
most half of those in the Middle East as well.”'

.As a result we can say that the ancxent Roman 's maxim Si vis pa-
cem, para bellum (if you want peace, prepare for war) does not work in
our times. Contrary to this famous dictum, as Renner pomts out, “the
accumulation of unprecedented rmhtary power | has brought not eternal
peace but massive destruction during war and hlgh economic and envi-
ronment costs in preparing for it.”>

The Features of New Weapons and Wars
in the Twentieth Century

When we compare modern’ conflicts and wars w1th earlier ones,
we see that they have declined in average duration but have enormously
increased in frequency, intensity, magnitude, and severity.”> One judgment
is that modern weapons and wars are “more ruthless, more imimoral and more
inhumane than ever conceived in past history. 34 Why is this so? The following
comparison summarize the judgments of scholars on this questlon

Non-combatant fatalities: In fhe past, there was always the possibility
that wars “could be fought between the armed forces of the nations without
including civilian men, women and children. But today this. is not possible.
While just at the beginning of the twentieth century approximately one-half of
all war-related deaths were civilians, by the 1980s the percentage of civilians
killed in warfare rose to.75 percent; in the active wars in:the 1990s the per-
centage of civilian war-related deaths has exceeded 90 percent.”’ UNICEF
claims that during the last decade, 2 million children have died in civil wars--

wars in which more children than soldiers were killed*®

Envzronmental destruction: While in the past environmental damages
from wars were lumted, such destruction has reached a new magnitude in our

' Sivard, Expenditures 1993, 31..

52 Michael Renner, “Preparing for Peace,” in State of the World 1993: A World
Watch Institute Report on Progress Toward a Sustainable Soc:ety ed. Linda
Starke (New York and London: W. W. Norton, . 1993) 139.

3 John Kiang, One World: The Approaches to Permarxent Peace on Earth and the
General Happiness of Markind (Notre Dame, Ind,: One World, 1984), 353.

% M. L. Oliphant, “The Threat to Civilization from Atomic Warfare,” in Paths to
Peace: A Study of War Its Causes and Prevention, ed. thor H. Wallace (New
York: Books for Libraries Press, 1970), 220.

% Krieger and Kelly, “Introduction,” xv.

% Kane, “Wars,” 110.
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time. Robert McAfee Brown points out that “today’s weapons and wars not
only kill people and destroy cities, but also destroy forest, vegetation, arable
land, and may upset the ecological balance for generations to come.””

No winners: ‘While in the past, when the weapons were bows and
arrows or even guns ‘and bombs, there were ways in which one side could
be considered the winner and the other side the loser. However, now there
would be no winners if nuclear weapons were used.”® That’s why General
Douglas MacArthur said, regardmg a possible nuclear war: “If you:lose,
you are annihilated, if you win, you stand only to lose. [Nuclear] war
contains the germs of double suicide.”” . e

The above-mentioned dlﬁ'erences are 'just a few in terms of com-
paring the past with the present warfare. However, the most significant
difference between past and present wars is the nuclear weapons and nu-
clear wars Wthh emerged in the twentieth century.

Now we must speak of "the nuclear wcapons which threaten all of
the world’s nations whether they have ‘them or not, and their possible ef-
fects when they are used. It is a fact that nuclear weapons are the most
dangerous of weapons, the most destructive, and have the longest effective
power. It is well known that human beings first experienced nuclear weap-
ons in 1945 in Japan’s two cities: Hiroshima and Nagasaki. With very
small atomic bombs, compared with those later developed, 200,000 people
of Hiroshima were killed; 62,000 out of the city’s 90,000 buildings were
completely  destroyed, and 6,000 other buildings were damaged beyond

‘repair.”’ The explosive power of the bomb.on Hiroshima was just, about
12.5 kilotons.”' Today most of the modern nuclear weapons are 3 to 50
times as powerful as the bombs of 1945.°> The number is beyond ‘of hu-
man imagination. At its peak in 1982, the global stockpile had almost
25,000 strategic warheads and more than 30 000 tactical ones (those that

7 Robert McAfee Brown, Making Peace in the Global V’llage (Phlladeiphla
) Westminster Press, 1981), 48-49. ‘
%8 The Harvard Nuclear Study Group, Living With Nuclear Weapons (Cambndge
Mass.: Harvard Umversﬁy Press, 1983), 32.
¥ Williard J. Jacobson, “The Last Day of Civilization,” in Education for Peace and
Dtsarmamem Toward a Living World, ed Douglass Sloan (New York: Teach-
' ers College Press, 1983), 245.
% Kiang, One World, 359-60, n. 19. :
' Dietrich Fischer, Preventing War in the Nuclear Age (London and Canberra
Rowman and Allanheld, 1584), 12. i :

2 Harvard Nuclear Study Group, Nuclear Weapons, 4.
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travel 3,000 miles or less),” with over 50,000 megatons. 5 This was the
equivalent of 16 thousand million tons of TNT (or three tons of TNT for
every man, woman and child on earth) or enough to erase the human race
several times over

Although the strateglc arms reducnon treaties (START I and II)
reduced the number of nuclear warheads by 6 percent in 1993 (from
52,875 to 49,910); by 3 percent in 1994 (from 49,910 to 45,100), and by
9 percent in 1995 (from 45,100 to 40,640), there remams still the equiva-
lent of 9,700,000,000 tons of TNT destructive power.*® Even if the two
START treaties were fully nnplemented by 2003, the United States and
Russia together would remain with 6,500 warheads contammg enough
firepower to annihilate all life on earth. Therefore, Michael J. Sheehan
points out that “the essential objectxve of arms is to make the world safe
for nuclear deterrence. It assumes that ‘nuclear weapons cannot be clum
" nated and that the world must therefore learn to live wnth them.” "

Why are nuclear weapons S0 destructive and dangerous? What
“are their effects on people, environment, and generations to come? What
would happen if nuclear weapons were used in another war? Although
nobody knows exactly what would happen if these weapons were used, 68
the consequences can be predicted: A report by the office of Technology
‘Assessment (1979) concluded that “the most important thing we know
about the nuclear war 1s that we don’t know enough to mal’e -any confident

8 Michael Renner, “Military Expenditures Falling,” in Vital Signs 1992: The
Trends That Are Shaping Our Future, ed. Linda Starke’ (New York and Lon-
don: W. W. Norton, 1992), 86. ‘

64 Kiang, One World, 380.

65 Freda Rajotte, “Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation,” Religious Education
85, no. 1 (Winter 1990), 8; see also different estimations in Fischer, Preventing
War, 12, Sivard, Expenditures 1993, 10; and Michael Renner, “Cleaning Up
After the Arms Race,” in State of the World 1994: A World Watch Institute Re-
port on Progress Toward a Sustainable Society, ed. Linda Starke (New. York
and London: W. W, Norton, 1994), 138.

6 Nichael Renner, “Nuclear Arsenals Decline Again,” in Vital Signs 1995: The
Trends That Are Shaping Our Future, ed. Linda Starke (New York and Lon-
don: W. W. Norton, 1995), 106; Michael Renner, “Nuclear Arsenals Continue to
Decline,” in Vital Signs 1996: The Trends That Are Shaping Our Future, ed.
Linda Starke (New York and London: W. W. Norton, 1996), 100-101.
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- and Nuclear Strategy? ed, Harold P. Ford and Francis X. Winters (Maryknoll,
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Judgments Complex systems can be extremely vulnerable.”” However,
there are some accounts concerning what it would be hke 1f they were
-used. We can mention some of them as follows: :

1. Massive loss of life: According to the World Health Orgamza«-
tion, in a major nuclear war, 2.2 billion persons could be killed outright.”
Existing nuclear weapons are enough to kill 58 billion people or gvery
person living in the world 12 times.”' As Kiang points out: “no nation
cou1d expect to survive unscathed and thereby inherit the earth.” LTS

.2. Ozone deplenon Ozone is a chemlcal form of oxygen that ex-
1sts in the upper atmosphere. It absorbs much of the sun’s ultraviolet light.
Since nuclear explosions produce large amounts of mtrogen oxides, they
~could deplete the ozone layer by perhaps 50 percent within about six
months, depending on the size and number of detonations. Such a substa.n
tial ozone depletlon would lead to a significant increase in skin cancer and
blindness, the latter being especnally severe among animals. Pollinating
insects, such as bees, which use vision to locate flowers, might well be
unable to function, the result would be severe and widespread ecologlcal
- destruction, and possﬂ)ie collapse.”

3. Nuclear winter: A nuclear war would produce not only an im-
mense amount of dust but also enormous fires, which in turn would gener-
ate huge quantities of smoke and soot. Rising into the upper atmosphere
this material would absorb incoming heat and light from the sun, thereby
making the earth cold and dark.” Temperatures would drop so dramati-
cally that virtually all crops and farm animals would be destroyed as
would most of the uncultivated and undomestxcated food supplies. Most
survivors of heat, blast, and radiation would starve.” :

4, Nuclear contamination: According to the scientists, radlatron
can contaminate. air, soil, groundwater and vegetatron with dire conse-

% Fischer; Preventmg War, 12.
70
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quences for nearby populations and wildlife. Lethal effects would persist
for up to 240,000 years, some fifty times the span of all recorded human
history.” Since radioactive particles can be carried for long distance by
clouds, wmds and waterways, they can be. exported to other reglons ‘and
there enter the food chain. They cause cancers, gemtal defects, immune
deficiencies from reduced monocyte levels in white blood cells, and conse-
quently increased incidence of dxseases

.. .As a result it can be said that human beings are now confronted
with a dllemma (m the words of George Kim) “Either to find ways to
ease mternatlonal tensions through the joint efforts of nations or to let the
world slide down at an increasing speed toward the abyss of a nuclear

conﬂlct A third alternative simply does not exist.” 78

Two Contemporary WarS' ‘
The Iran-lraq and the Gu!f War

8o far I have talked about the global economic cost of mlhtanza-
tion, its effects on economy, development, and social welfare, and the. fea-
tures of the new weapons, particularly nuclear weapons, and wars. How-
ever, I have not talked about a real war and its cOnsequences ‘In order to
understand better the consequences of war, I would like to give two exam-
ples of war--the Iran-Iraq War and the Gulf War. Both occurred in the last
decade and directly concerned not only the countries in .which the wars
were fought, but all Islamic nations. I will not attempt to judge here who
was right or wrong, but rather to indicate their economic costs and social
consequences. - o

The Iran-iraq War

Since World War II one of the most dramatic and costly wars was
the Tran-Iraq war. The number of killings reached one million people and
the wounded perhaps twice as many. In addition the war turned more than
five million Iranians and Iraqis into. refugees in their own countnes and
nnposed severe economlc dlslocatlon and enwronmental damage

During the War, in order to keep its military staying power Iraq

7 Agran, “Peace,” 63-64.

" Rodda, Women, 37.

™ Kim, “Arms Race,” 153-54.

” Michael Renner, “Iran-Iraq War Produces Only Losers,” World Watch

(November-December, 1988), 9; Geoff Simons, Irag: From Sumer to Saddam:
(New York: St Martin’s Press, 1994), 283; Samir al-Khalil, Republzc of Fear:
The Inside Story of Saddam’s Iraqg (New York: Pantheon Books, 1990) 259,
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spent far more money on nnported weapons than it recewed from oil sales.
Accordmg to Michael Renner some 40 percent of its GNP went to mlhtary
expendltures 80 The ultimate cost of that war is staggering, Abbas Alnasravi;
professor of economics at the’ Universxty of Vermont, 'estimated that the total
cost came to $416 billion in the years from 1980 to 1985" —an amount which
surpasses the two countries’ combined earnings of $364 billion from oil sales
since ’rhey first started exporting “black gold” in 1919 and 1931, respectively.™

_ 'Some ‘economists-estimated -the damage ‘to-oil fields, refineries,

pzpehnes and export termmals at $28 billion for Iran and $8 billion ‘for
Iraq. Both countries may well have lost an addmonal $10O bxlhon in po—
tential oil reserves because of the damage

Besides human tragedy and monetary values haIf of the popu}a-
tion in both nations remains illiterate 'and over onewthx_rd lacks access to
safe drinking water. In Iran the infant mortality rate remained 42 percent
higher than the world average while life expectancy in both countnes runs
several years below the world average of 62 years

The Persian Gulf War

. Desplte the\ravagmg effects of its war with Iran, Iraq was making
considerable economic progress before the Gulf cnisis. In 1991 Adecb
Abed and Gaurielle Gemma, traveled widely in Iraq and reported on pre-
Gulf War conditions: : : :

Although it varied in different parts of the country, agam
and again people described to us the following: the entire
country was electrified ... Since 1982, eighteen major hos-
pitals had been built. Some were renewed in the Middle
East. Medical care was basically free with a token payment
of half a dinar upon admission and one dinar each day re-
gardless of care. Illiteracy had been substantially reduced;
educatlon was universal and free through college. Water
was supplied to all parts of the country. Prenatal and post-
natal care and vaccinations for children were available
throughout the country, including rural areas. The social
position of women was advancing. Food was abundant and
inexpensive... Low interest loans were provided by the gov- .

. Renner, “Iran-Iraq War,” 9.

8! Renner, “Iran-Traq War, » 44,
* Renner, ‘Budgeting,” 153.
" Renner, ¢ ‘Iran-Iraq War,” 9, 45.
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ernment, which had also started a program to give land to peo-
ple who promised to produce within five years. Doctors had not
seen cases of malnutrition in Baghdad for over a decade o

What followed this time of growth, prosperity and development
was a war that brought misery, distress, and poverty. Concerning the
war’s devastation Gemma and Abed reported:

- In every city we visited, we documented severe damage to
 homes, electrical plants, fuel storage facilities, civilian fac- .
" tories, hospitals, churches, civilian airports, vehicles, trans-
“portation facilities, food storage and food testing laborato-
ries, grain silos, animal vaccination centers, schools, com-
~munication towers, civilian government office buildings,
and stores. Almost all facilities we saw had been bombed
two or three times, ensuring that they could not be repaired.
Most of the bridges we saw were bombed from both sides. B

- In fact, not only the infrastructure of the city and life support sys-
tems were bombed several times, but also thousands of Iragis were buried
alive during the Gulf War. Pentagon spokesman Pete Wilson did not dispute
published estimates of 8,000 Iragi’s buried alive;  rather, agreeing that a horri-
ble situation existed he stated, “There is no nice way to kill people 86

" While 300,000 Iraqi soldiers, most of them essentlally defense-
less soldiers, soldiers withdrawing without weapons, and soldiers seeking
surrender,” were killed by the use of technologically supenor weapons,
just 150 American soldiers were killed.”’ In fact, not only were soldiers
killed, but also, according to an estimation of the Red Crescent 112,000
‘civilians were killed, 60 percent of whom were children.* Even worse the
deaths of both soldiers and civilian people did not end with the War, but
have continued especially among the children. As a result of economic
crises child mortality tripled through 1991 and in some areas quadrupled.
The Harvard International Study Group which visited Iraq: in- August and
September 1991 concluded that 1 million Iraqi children were malnour-
ished, with 120, 000 suffering severe and acute malnutrition. Hypennﬂa—

A Adeeb Abed and Gavrielle Gemma, “Impact of the War on Iragi’s Socxety,” Re-
port on Commission Trip to Iraq from April 3, 1991 to April 14, 1991 quoted in
- Clark, Fire, 60. ,
% Abed 3 and Gemma, “Impact of the War,” quoted in Clark Fire, 64
8 Kimball, Religion Politics, 22-23.
8 Clark, Fire, 178; Pauling, “Reflections,” 32, 37.
% Tekhardt, “Deaths and Destruction,” 35.
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tion in food pnces rose as “high' as 2, 000 percent ¥ In early 1992 it was
widely reported ‘that 5,000- 6,000 cmhans ‘were dymg every month as a
direct result of the bombing compounded by shortages of food, medicine,
‘and ‘medical servwes caused by the sanctions.” : -

Iraq, of course not onIy lost her people but also had a big eco-
nomic cost. According to the Arab Monetary Fund, compared with Amer-
ica’s cost of $5 billion,” the cost to the states of the Persian Gulf region was
$676 billion, not including the devastation to the Kuwaiti and Iragi environ-
ments and lost:economic growth in these and other. Persian Gulf states. 2 In
addition to this' immediate cost, economy experts estimate that the cost of re-
building Traq back to pre-war levels would be at least $300 billion.”

Bemdes economlc consequences of the war, according to Naji Abi-
Hashem, the Gulf War strongly fed the antl-West and anti-Christian
movement in the region. He asserts that ‘one of the most significant out-
comes of the Gulf War is the rise of strong waves of anti-western feelings
and fundamentalist. movements throughout the Arabic world and Moslem
nations.”®* To him the western military confrontation brought to the mind of
most Muslims the vivid memories of crusaders and European armadas. There-
fore, while for the westérn mind the efforts, effects, and worriers in the Gulf
War ended with “Operation Desert Storm,” from a Muslim perspective the
agony, ordea]s and uncertamues have 3ust begun Abl—Hashem cites the dis-
‘War One predlcted that “thls could hurt Chnstlan-Mushm relahonshlps for
100 years.” Another feared that “the Christian ministry would be so limited,
andis in some places reduced, as to be vutually nonexistent. w5

In addition to the social, cultural and economic consequences of
war, there are significant psychological and emotional consequences. Re-
search studies show that some of the victims exposed to the stress of war
will never completely recover, expériences of violence and severe stress,
personal and communal losses and tragedies, and being subject to con-
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stant threats and fear of death, can have long- lasting and damagmg effects
on young, middle aged, and older people.”

7 People in the developed or underdeveloped countries have been af-
fected adversely not just only from these wars, conflicts, and arms races,
but also from unjust economic distribution. Now, we can pass on to this
second problem threatening the poor in the world today.

Socno—economlc Jushce Around the World

Hlstory by its very nature mcludcs penods both of relatzve stabll-
ity, and those characterized by instability, change, and crisis. However, as
Mexican social scientist Velaquez has said: “Today’s crisis is different
from any previous history because it is global progressive and could pos-
stbly be terminal. T Qur world has never seen such economic oppression,
unjust cconomic distribution, and poverty as we have today. The following
estimations show how the gap between the rich and the poor is widening.
Fernand Braudel has given the following figures:

In 17()0 on the basis of the 1960 exchange rate of the doI-

- lar, the gross national product per inhabitant ranged from
- 150 to 190 in England and from 250 to 290 in the British

colonies .in America (the future U.S.A.). In 1750 it was 170
to 200 in France, 160 to 210 in India (140-180 by 19001),
~and 228 in China (but 170 by 1950!). Globally speaking by

- about 1800, the GNP per person in Western Europe was about
- $213: in North America, $266; in what is known as the Third
World, about $200. In 1976, however, on the basis of the same
1960 exchange rate, the Western European GNP had reached

$2.325, but the Third World’s only $355. 98

- In short less than two centuries ago “beforc the Industrial Revo-
lutlon the life standard was almost the same everywhere in the world,
approximately $200 a year on the basis of the 1960 exchange rate, with a
slight advantage in favor of the ancient Asiatic civilizations” *® So while
two centuries ago the average per capita income of the richest countries
was perhaps just a few times greater than that of the poorest today ]

% Abi-Hashem, “Impact of the Gulf War,” 10; John Kelsay, Islam and War: A
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average, for some rich countries, is almost one hundred times more than
that of its counterparts in Bangladesh, for example. ‘... -

. In fact there has been a great economic growth in the worldwide.
According to Lester R. Brown the world economy has expanded from $4
trillion in output i 1950 to more than $20 trillion in 1995. In just ten
years from 1985 to 1995 it grew by $4 trillion; which is more than from
the beginning of civilization until 1950, Again, sincé 1900 the value of
goods and services produced each year worldwide has grown twenty fold,
the use of energy thirty fold, the products of industry fifty fold and the
average distance traveled perhaps a thousandfold."

However, the beneﬁts of tlns rapld global growth have not been
evenly distributed. Living conditions for roughly 20 percent of the world
population have remained at subsistence level, essentially unchanged. As a
result of this unevenly distribution of wealth and income, “The ratio. be-
tween income in the richest one fifth of countries and the poorest one fifth
has widened from 30 to 1 in 1960 to 61 to 1 in 1991.”"" Because of this
unevenly economic distribution, over one billion people, one in five of the
world’s population, still live ih absolute poverty.'” In other words, while
the third world nations contain 76 percent of the world’s population, they
earn only 27 percent of the world’s income.'” Worse; this economic gap is
not only between the rich and the poor countries, but also within countries.
According to Alan T. Durning between 60 and 70 percent of the people m
most countries earn less than their nations’ average income.  Ahmost no-
where does the poorest fifth of households earn above 10 percent of na-
tional income, while the richest fifth mostly receive more than half.'®

Unevenly economic distribution within countries is found in both
developed and developing nations. For example, with 6 percent of the
world’s population, U.S. consumes as much as 40 percent of the world’s
resources, ' including 33 percent of the world’s oil and 63 percent of its
natural gas.'® The average American spends as many resources as it

10 Alan T. Duming, “Income D:stnbu’non Worsenmg in Vital Signs 1992: The
Trends That Are Shaping Our Future, ed. Linda Starke (New York and Lon-
don: W.W. Norton, 1992), 110.
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would take to sustain ninety Indians in one year.'® But that does not mean

that every American is rich, or that wealth and income is equally distrib-
uted. While the top 1 percent of ‘the'pedple own about-23: percent of all
wealth, and the richest ¥ percent own fully 18 percent of the national
wealth, the lowest twenty percent of U.S. families get only 4.6 percent of
the total income.'”’ If homes and other réal estate are excluded; the con-
centration of ownership of “financial wealth” is even more glaring More
_than 35 million Americans, about one in every seven people in the U.S.,
are poor by the govemment s official definition, and tens of mxlhons are
without adequate medical care.’® - » ‘

HOWever the most acute result of poverty and ma]nutntlon glob-
ally is seen among the mfants and young children of the underdeveloped
countries: Sivard notes that between 1700 and 1987 there have been 471
wars in which 101,550,000 people were killed,'™ whereas just between
1977 and 1987, at least 136,000,000 chlldren have died from preventable

overty conditions--more children dying in ten years than all killed in all
wars in 287 years."% As a whole, 70 percent of deaths recorded each year
in the Third World countries are due to hunger or to‘problems arising from
hunger.'" In addition to child mortality death, each year250,000 children,
including 150,000 in Bangladesh alone, become permanently blind due to
the lack of vitamin A."'*? For the number of people who die every two days
of hunger. and starvation is equivalent to the number who were killed instantly
by the Hiroshima bomb."" Thus, as Reardon points out, “indeed, the children
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36; Barash, Infroduction, 542. .
'3 The Hunger Project, Endmg Hunger An 1Idea Wimse T ime Has Come (New
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of the world are akeady hvrng in the rubble of World War IIL™*

Although the remaining people m the Third World countnes do not
die because of hunger or starvation, their, soc1a1 welfare is very low when
compared with that in developed countries. For examp]e in 1990 as a
whole the world health spending was about $1,700 billion or 8 percent of
total world product. However, while. developed nations, spent almost 90
percent of this amount, for an average of $1, 500 per person, developmg
nations spent about $170 brlhon, or 4 percent of their GNP, for an average. of
$41 per person. U.S. alone consumed 41 percent of the global total.""* Again,
while in 1985 the Third World countries spent an average of $150 on the edu-
caﬁon of each school-age Chlld, the mdustnahzed countries spent an average of
$2,250,00." As a result of this big gap in spending for education, the literacy
rates are 37 percent in the least-developed countries, 63 percent in the Iess
"developed countnes and 97 percent in the developed countries."! P

. Another brg mjustrce I thmk 1is not. between developed and under-
‘developed nations, but rather between men and women. A recent. United
Nations® survey reported that women in the world represent 50 percent of the
world’s adult population, one-third of the oﬂic1al labor force, and do two-thirds
of the world’s work hours. However, they receive just a tenth of the world’s

income, and own less than a hundredth of the world’s property.'” .~

' Faced with the big ‘gap”between the rich 'and poor nations con-
cerning poverty, starvation, death due to hunger, poor health, and illiter-
acy, we ask: Why do so many people, especially children, die? Why cannot
the poor receive at least a rudimentary level of education and health care?
Overpopulation is a common answer given. Others respond that the real
reason is not overpopulation or the lack of food, but rather the misuse or
abuse of resources both by developed and developing nations. Since I have
already talked about how much money is spent for the purpose of defense,
I do not want to repeat it again, but I want to mention some. observations
regarding the adequacy of food in the world, when used appropnately

Fl_rst of all, according to Godfs creative design, there is room and

114 Reardon, Wornen, 96-97.
"> World Development Report 1993, 4.
i David, Introduction, 528."
i Folk, Doing Theology, 33. ‘ ‘
"'® Barbara Omolade, “We Speak for the Planet,” in Rackmg the Shrp of State To-
" ward a Feminist Peace Politics, ed. Adrienne Harris and Ynestra ng (Boulder,
Colo.: Westview Press, 1989), 177; Huddleston, Peace, 22-23.
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food for all living creatures in the world.""” This is explicitly mentioned in

the Qur’an.'® Second, some research also supports this fact. For example,
specialists estimate that current world food production is enough to pro-
vide every human being in the world with 3,600 calories a day. 2! The
World Bank has also agreed that world grain produchon alone could provide
3,000 calories and 65 grams of protein for every person per day, more than the
highest estimates of minimum nutritional requlrements Therefore experts esti-
mate that if only two percent of the world’s grain output were redlrected to-
ward those who need it, hunger would essentially be eliminated. 12

Since ‘the production of most things consumed by the world’
population has been increasing at a rate higher than the 1.9 percent per
year increase of population, there is no problem with the growing popula-
tion in the world. At this pomt Nathan Keyﬁtz wntes as follows:

Even allowing for the 1.9 percent increase in population, we
seem to be getting better off individually at about 3 percent

- per year. Projecting on this basis, real goods per head would

- double every 23 years; each generation would be twice as well .
off as the preceding one. To dispose of twice as much wealth
as one’s parents, four times as much as one’s grandparents,
surely cannot be regarded as unsatisfactory; the world, such

- figures seem to show, is moving toward affluence.'”

Several researchers have shown that even in a number of major
famines, such as the great Bengal famine of 1943, the Bangladesh famine
of 1974 and the Ethiopian famines of 1972-4, there was no significant fall
in the supply of food grains. In the words of Keith Griffin, “Acute hunger
was caused not by a sharp drop in production but by a rapid change in the
distribution of income.”** Even today, the world wealth is enough for

"% Caroline Thomas, In Search of Security: The Third World in International
Relations (Boulder: Colo.: Wheatsheaf Books, 1987), 92.

120 (3: 11:6: « There is no moving creature on earth but its substance dependeth on
Allah: He knoweth its resting place and its temporary deposit: all is in a clear Re-
cord.” See also 6:151; 7:54; 13:16-17; 21; 30-33; 66: 2-3.

2! Prances M. Lappe' and Joseph Collins, World Hunger: Twelve Myths (New
York: Grove Press, 1986), 9, Barash, Introduction, 542; Sivard, Expenditures
1985, 27-28.

122 Barash, Introduction, 542-43; Kiang, One World, 451-53.

12 Nathan Keyfitz, “World Resources and the World Middle Class,” in Toward a
- Just World Order Vol. 1, ed. Richard Falk and others (Boulder, Colo.: Westview
Press, 1982), 300.

124 Keith Griffin, World Hunger and the World Economy (New York: Holmes and
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everyone to meet their basic needs. The world average of GNP in 1995 per
person was not less than $67 5, but was $3,629. 123 ‘

Asa conclusmn it can be said that the probiem of poverty, star-
vation, health, and illiteracy prevallmg widely in the world today are not
due to the lack of resources, but rather due to the misuse and abuse of
resources and unjust wealth distribution. For example, one of America’s
best—lmown educators, Theodore Hesburg, presxdent emeritus of Noétre
Dame Umver51ty, \ ‘observed that by the year 2000 one third of the UsS.
minority population will be unemployable because of lack of education.
Then he said: “Give me the two billion dollar budget for one Trident subma-
rine and I can turn around the education of minorities in this century.”"*®

Globally speakmg, as Renner points out that “If govemments pur—
sued the building of a peace system with the same seriousness as they built
military ‘muscle, in all likelihood many violent conflicts could be avoided
and the problem of health, education, housing, poverty, and environmental

sustainability could be solved.””” He maintains: “A comparatively small
investment--perhaps $20-30 billion per year--could make a tremendous
difference in the global war and peace balance. “%However, although
some reduction in the number of nuclear weapons worldwide has taken
place, as well as peacckeeping negotiations between and among nations,
expenditures for the United Nations’ peacekeeping operations reached just
an estimated $3.36 billion in 1995 which was “equivalent to le;ss than half
of 1 percent of global military spending.”'*

-Conclusions

Overall we can say that today both war and conflicts are more ex-
pensive, more destructive, more ruthless, and more immoral than in the
past. Wars and conflicts between and within nations destroy countries’
economies, environment, and the social welfare of people. But peace (the

Meier, 1987), 9.

13 See Lester R. Brown, “World Economy Expanding Steadily,” in Vital Sigens 1996:
The Trends That Are Shaping Our Future, ed. Linda Starke (New York and
London: W. W. Norton, 1996), 74-75.

16 Quoted in Mairead C. Magurie, “A Nonviolent Political Agenda for a More Hu-
mane World,” in Waging Peace: Vision and Hope for the 21st Century, ed.
David Krieger and Frank Kelly (Chicago: Noble Press, 1992) 55.

1?7 Renner, “Budgeting,” 153. :

1% )\ fichael Renner, “Peacekeeping Expenditures Level Oﬁ' ” in Vital Stgns 1996:

* The Trends That Are-Shaping Our Future, ed. Linda Starke (New York and
~ London: W. W. Norton, 1996), 101- 103
' Tbid., 102-103. |
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absent of armed conflict) has not brought relief. Excessive military expen-
ditures continue to destroy economies of nations and deprive millions of
people of basic human needs in both developed and underdeveloped na-
tions. While developed nations may still consider such expenditures to be
advantages underdeveloped countries ‘and their people are placed eco-
nomlcally at an absolute dlsadvantage due to- excesszve mﬁltanzatlon

suffer not only from the cost of excesswe mnhtanzatxon wrth its related wars
and conflicts, but also from unjust economic systems. As a result of economic
injustices in the world, very few people live with a humane standard of life,
whrle the majorrty are far from meetmg their basic human needs.

Excessive militarization and unjust economlc systems affect many
other nations including Muslim countries and their peoples For instance,
the Iran-lraq and the Gulf wars are the most striking example of this. They
not only caused the deaths of mrlhons ‘of Muslims and left another million
widows and orphans, but also devastated their countries” past present, and
future economies, thereby aﬁectmg the welfare of both present and future
generatrons ; _ .

I believe that the prospenty a.nd welfare of the nations depend on
true peace and socio-economic ]ustlce Then every eounty every nation,
and every person should strive for the peace and try to share the goods of
the world with others. They should remember that the food is enough for
every creature in the world as long as it is used appropriately.
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