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-ABSTRACT-
Synonymy in the Qur'an

Assistant Professor Dr. Osman Mohamed Gharib

The Holy Quran is distinguished from all other holy books in several
characteristics. Earlier prophets performed miracles and amazing paranormal
wonders. However, the Holy Quran dominated the rest of heavenly books
because of its properties. It is not a special book for Muslims alone. Rather, it is
a book for all people. Moreover, it is not bounded by time or limited to a
specific age. Rather, it is eternal. Furthermore, it is dominant over other books -
verifying and attesting them. Therefore, there is no divine text that is ensured by
many lines of transmission (continuously recurrent or mutawatir) other than the
Qur'an. The Torah and the Bible are manipulated and changed. Many other
divine books have not survived despite the limited number of commandments
and texts they contained. In addition to that, the Qur'an has received unique
and enormous care as many interpretations and explanations are devoted to
it. No other divine book had ever been given such care.

No enemy of the Qur'an has ever been able to defame it or describe it with
mockery regarding its eloquence or style despite all the hatred those enemies
had, and despite the challenge it proclaims over and over again. This reality
indicates the strength and greatness of the Qur'an in addition to its unique
expressions and the beauty of its language and smooth style. The challenged
atheists and opponents could not come up with a few sentences or even
resemble a few words of such style. Based on all that, the sanctity of the Holy
Quran has emerged and occupied a high position even in the eyes of its
enemies as well. The interest in its components of linguistic beautifiers
and eloquent vocabulary and distinguished style has increased.

This text discusses one of the most important stylistic issues delivered in the
Qur'an which is synonymy. Scholars agree that the Qur'an is miraculous. It is
understood that Almighty God challenged mankind and the jinn to come up
with its like or ten chapters that are similar to its chapters, they could not do
so. It shows that there is no word or phrase that might properly replace Qur'anic
word or phrase. Otherwise, it wouldn't be miraculous. That is why the Qur'an is
different from what human beings write or compose. The most eloquent
writers always revise and correct their pieces of writing. They exhaust their
utmost effort to edit them. Once these writings are read by other people, they
find deficiencies and errors remain unchanged and so forth. Literature
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composed by humans always remains subject to consideration and reflection.

The question of synonymy in the Qur'an remains disputable among
interpreters. Some of them prove it and some deny it. Because of the eloquence
of the Qur'an and the depth of Arabic, synonymy in the Qur'an is rare. On
investigating the subject, one can conclude that scholars who denied synonymy
meant what is equitable and equal, and scholars who exaggerated in proving
it incorporated the two-sides together in the list of synonymy and caused such
confusion.
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