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Abstract 
 
The current study aimed to reveal elementary school students‟ perceptions of technology through 
their pictorial representations and their written expressions based on their pictorial representations. 
Content analysis based on the qualitative research method along with art-based inquiry was 
applied. The “coding system for the concepts revealed from the research data” was implemented. 
Visual language used in pictorial representations produce messages, with its specialized codes. The 
degree of students to understand and explain their perception on technology composes the visual 
codes in this research. The study carried out with fifth-grade elementary school students was 
applied to a class of 28 students. The elementary school students participating in the present study 
had diverse perceptions of today‟s technology, and most of their perceptions of technology were 
based on computer and electronic household appliances. Some students‟ perceptions of technology 
were based on the Internet and mobile device technologies. Their perceived future technology was 
observed as human-computer interaction in the area of computer technology. Findings were 
discussed followed by relevant implications.  
 
Keywords: Art education; technology perception; pictorial representation 

 

 

 
Introduction 

 
Artistic activities and pictorial representations are among the effective factors that help students to 

express themselves in educational environments. Artistic studies and applications expected to develop 
children‟s cognitive as well as affective skills in the educational process are considered to help children 

freely express themselves in the educational processes. Artistic areas and pictorial representations 

both constitute a process that supports other teaching areas and provide an environment in which 
children can freely express themselves (Hudson & Hudson, 2001). Art education supports students‟ 

intuitiveness, their creativity, their ability to describe/define an event or a concept and their perceptive 
determination to establish communication (Arnstine, 1990; Efland 1995; Eisner 1991; Welch & 

Greene, 1995). Art education is a process that allows students discover, interpret and define their own 

culture (Clarke, 1996). For children, art is a way of expressing their culture and their knowledge. Art is 
not only a rich source that helps explain and transfer various cultural images but also a way of raising 

consciousness of cultural values and cultural identity (Boughton & Mason, 1999). 
 

Pictorial representation is a criterion that helps recognize children in the psycho-pedagogical process. 

Pictorial representation is also important since it is a representation tool that allows reflecting 
children‟s intelligence, personality, qualifications and their inner world (Yavuzer, 1992). The drawing 

activity that occurs as an indicator of a child‟s creativity, perception and skills, and creativity is also 
considered as a determinant factor of affective and social education (Artut, 2002). Human has the 

ability to understand and interpret the world he or she lives in, and all individuals interpret and 
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express the world in a different way. A child who can express his or her feelings and thoughts about 

realities in the world with the help of a common tool for representation may not always express his or 
her feelings and thoughts about his or her inner world with the help of such language (Kırışoğlu, 

2002). One of the most significant ways for children to interpret and express the world is drawing 
pictures (İlhan, 1997; Özkaya, 2007). For children, drawing a picture is a process of gathering 

different experiences in order to create a unique thing (Ersoy & Türkkan, 2009). Besides children‟s 

written expressions regarding their inner world, their pictorial representations of their inner world 
reflect how they perceive their environment, what their place is in this environment and how they 

understand the images they get from multiple stimulants. In other words, in their drawings, children 
organize and interpret their perceptions and observations regarding their environment; thus, they 

express their perceptions regarding the outer world (Belet & Türkkan, 2007).   

 
It is seen in related literature that children‟s pictorial representations were studied in different subject 

areas. Some of these subjects were children‟s image of a scientist (Buldu, 2006; Oğuz, 2007; 
Türkmen, 2008), perception of the concept of health-doctor (Rijey & Van Rooy, 2007; Taş, Aslan & 

Sayek, 2006), perception of European Union (Belet & Türkkan, 2007), perception of environment 
(Barraza, 1999; King, 1995; Matthews, 1985), perception of violence (Yurtal & Artut, 2007), cultural 

perception (Belet & Erişti, 2010; Erişti & Belet, 2010), technological perception (Moore, 1987; Rennie 

& Jarvis, 1995), evidence for family lives (Türkkan, 2004) and family recognition (Doğru, Turcan, Aslı 
& Doğru, 2006).  

 
Technology, with lexically means “systematic application of information in industrial operations”, was 

defined by Rosh (1978) as a complex and abstract concept. Since complex and abstract concepts are 

difficult to understand without a certain level of intellectual maturity, children consider technology in 
different ways (Rennie & Jarvis, 1995). Parallel to the complexity of the concept, children from 

different age groups are likely to have different perceptions of technology. Determining how 
elementary school students use technology, how they perceive it and what their perceptions of 

technology use will be in future could provide directive information for understanding the concept of 
technology. In this respect, to determine children‟s perceptions of technology, it would be beneficial to 

use their pictorial representations that facilitate understanding their linguistic expressions as well as 

understanding what they fail to express verbally. 
 

Activities including pictorial representations were used in this study since in the process of elementary 
school education, they are believed to be applications that provide data to better-analyze children‟s 

thoughts. Participating children were expected to reflect their pictorial performances and their 

technology perceptions in their pictorial representations. In their pictorial representations, they were 
also expected to reflect their thoughts about and attitudes towards future technologies objectively. In 

this regard, the basic purpose was to reveal elementary school students‟ perceptions of technology 
through their pictorial representations and their written expressions based on their pictorial 

representations. Depending on this purpose, the following research questions were addressed:  

 
1. What are elementary school students‟ perceptions of the concept of technology?  

2. What are elementary school students‟ perceptions of technology use in future?  

 

Methods and Procedures 

 
Research Design  

 
Content analysis based on the qualitative research method and art-based inquiry pattern were applied 

in the current study. A majority of researchers examine various approaches in educational 

environments based on scientific data as well as on artistic data (Barone & Eisner, 1997; Cole & 
Knowles, 2001; Denzin & Lincoln, 2005). This allows researchers to examine a different 

conceptualization regarding how education functions, what it means and for what purpose an activity 
is carried out in the teaching/learning process (Finley, 2005). In this regard, art-based inquiry – one of 

the qualitative research pattern – was used in the process of the analysis of the drawings. Art-based 
inquiry is a pattern that relates art and research in scientific studies (Denzin & Lincoln, 2005). Art-

based inquiry pattern uses applications as to literacy and visual arts and various methods for these 
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applications. Being an inter-textual pattern, art-based inquiry relates art and research efforts in 

scientific studies. The aim is to reveal students‟ perceptions and perspectives on various situations 
based on their own impressions and artistic representations. Art based inquiry helps reveal students‟ 

views about and perceptions of various situations based on their artistic representations and their own 
related impressions (Eisner, 2002).  

 

Participants 
 

The availability-sampling method was used to determine the school for the application. The study was 
carried out with fifth graders attending Ulku Elementary School, where the application was thought to 

be effectively and objectively carried out by the researchers.  

 
The rationale for conducting the present study with fifth graders was that they tend to reflect their 

thoughts independently and freely and question realistic issues. In addition, their pictorial 
representations are more likely to include observation-examination based effects. The present study 

was carried out with a class of 28 fifth graders. The students‟ names were changed for confidentiality. 
The distribution of the students with respect to their gender is given in Table 1. 

 

Table 1. Distribution of Students with Respect to their Gender 
Gender f % 

Female  17 39.3 

Male 11 60.7 
Total 28 100 

 

 
Data Collection 

 
The research data were collected via the participating students‟ drawings that were expected to reflect 

their perceptions of todays‟ and tomorrows‟ technology and via their written idea (documents) about 

what they depicted in their drawings. The features of the data collection tools and the data collection 
process could be summarized as follows: in order to determine elementary school students‟ 

perceptions of technology in their pictorial representations, first, the students were requested to draw 
a picture regarding what technology is and what technology would be in future. As the second data 

collection tool, the students were asked to write down what they wanted to depict in their drawings. 
Thus, the data collection process included different data collection tools (pictorial representation, 

written expressions based on pictorial representations); in this way, the reliability of the data 

collection process was increased. At the end of the application, the data obtained via the students‟ 
drawings as well as from their written expressions based on their drawings were analyzed through 

document analysis. The application was carried out in an environment including the art teacher and 
the researchers in the course of Fine Art Education in a period of two course-hours (40 minutes each).  

 

Analysis and Interpretation of Data  
 

Content analysis was applied for the analysis and interpretation of the interview data. The “coding 
system for the concepts revealed from the research data” – which is one of the coding methods in 

qualitative studies - was used (Yıldırım & Şimşek, 2006). The research data were analyzed by 

examining all the research data and determining the themes in line with the data examined, and then 
by relating these themes to the research data obtained. Thus, the research data were analyzed in two 

phases. First, the students‟ pictorial representations and their written expressions based on their 
pictorial representations were analysed. Then, depending on the findings obtained, the themes were 

determined, supported with direct quotations and interpreted. Pictorial representations play a central 
role in postmodernist scientific researches (Finley, 2005). Visual language used in pictorial 

representations produce messages, with its specialized codes (Arnheim, 1954). The degree of 

students to understand and explain their perception on technology composes the visual codes in this 
research. The visual codes were used for analysing the pictorial representations of the research. 

Pictorial representations in the research analysed along with three dimensions of visual language; the 
subject of representation, the functional use of the representation as visual language and the degree 
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of visual code. The pictorial representations include high degree of visual code through technology in 

today‟s world and technology tomorrow are mostly examined and explained data‟s for qualitative 
analysis. Visual language and visual codes are better highlighted the perception of the students during 

the analysis of data‟s of this research. 
 

For the analysis of the data, a form was developed to examine the elementary school students‟ 

pictorial representations and their views about their pictorial representations; and a researcher 
comment part was included in the form and was filled out by the researchers. For the reliability of the 

study, the researchers and field experts examined the form and determined the items they agreed 
and disagreed on. The reliability formula suggested by Miles and Huberman (1994) was used, and the 

reliability of the study was found as 95 %. 

 
Findings and Interpretations 

 
The findings obtained were gathered in two groups: “Students‟ perceptions of technology in their 

pictorial representations” and “Students‟ perceptions of technology in future”. The findings obtained 
were tabulated as frequency distributions and summarized with the support of direct quotations from 

the participants‟ views.  

 
Students’ Perceptions of the Concept of Technology 
 
In order to reveal students‟ perceptions of technology, they were asked to draw a picture depicting 

what technology was for them. In addition, the students were also requested to reply to a question 

regarding what they depicted in their drawings. The themes and sub-themes based on the students‟ 
pictorial representations of the concept of technology are presented in Table 2.  

 
 

 
 

Table 2. Students‟ Perceptions of the Concept of Technology in their Pictorial Representations 

Perceptions of technology in pictorial representations (N=28) f 

Computer Technology  22 
Desktop Computer  11 
Laptop Computer 7 
Computer games 3 
Projector  1 
Internet Technology  10 
Internet access 5 
Search engines (Google, Mozilla Firefox) 3 
Social Networks (Facebook) 1 
Modem 1 
Mobile Device Technology  6 

Cell phones  6 
Electronic household appliance technology  11 
Television (with remote-control, LCD) 8 
Refrigerator 2 
Oven 1 
Transportation Vehicle Technology  1 

Car 1 
 

 
As shown in Table 2, among all participants, 22 considered technology as „computer technology‟; 10 
of them as „Internet technology‟; 6 of them as „Mobile device technology‟; 11 of them „Electronic 
household appliance‟; and only one of them considered technology as „Transportation vehicle 
technology‟. Table 2 demonstrates that the technology-related perceptions of a majority of the 

participating students belonged to the themes of „Computer technology‟ and „Internet technology‟. 
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Almost all students reported their views about their pictorial representations by relating and 

comparing the perception of today‟s technology with future technology. 
 

A11, one of the students, reported her views about technology as „I wanted to depict today‟s 
technological products, so I drew a cell phone. And as technology, I can count television, cell phone, 
laptop computer, refrigerator, car…‟. 
 
A14, explained his pictorial representation saying „As today‟s technology, I drew a computer and a 
car…‟.  
 

A9 emphasized the sub-themes of „electronic household appliance technology‟ and „mobile device 
technology‟ saying „As a current technology, what I like most is television, so I drew a TV set. Also, as 
technological devices, I like cell phones and ovens because you can cook very delicious meals in an 
oven…‟.  
 

Another participant, A8, reported her views regarding the sub-theme of „mobile device technology‟ 
saying „I drew a cell phone as today‟s technology. I can‟t imagine a life without mobile phones. 
Without my mobile phone, I wouldn‟t speak to my parents or relatives. What would happen if there 
weren‟t any mobile phones?”. Figure 1 depicts the drawings of the students A9 and A11 about today‟s 
technology. 

   
A9       A11 (Messages) 

Figure1. Drawings of the students about Today‟s Technology 

 

It was observed that the elementary school students‟ perceptions of technology covered the 
computer, Internet, mobile technologies and electric household appliances, respectively. It could be 

stated that the students mentioned these technologies as they used them most in their daily lives.  
 

Students’ Perceptions of the Concept of Future Technology 
 
In order to reveal the students‟ perceptions of future technologies, they were asked to draw a picture 

regarding how technology would be in future. They were requested to respond to a question 
regarding what they depicted in their drawings. The themes and sub-themes based on the students‟ 

pictorial representations of future technologies are presented in Table 3.  
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Table 3. Students‟ Views about Their Perceptions of Future Technology 

Students’ Perceptions of Future Technology (N=28) f 

Interactive Computer Technology 22 
Human computer interaction  11 
User computer game interaction  4 
Teleportation into computer  3 
Virtual reality 3 
Three-dimensional Interface  1 

Interactive Internet Technology 12 

User – internet interaction  8 
User – search engines interaction (Google, Mozilla Firefox) 3 
User – social networks interaction (Facebook) 1 

Interactive Mobile Device Technology 7 

Teleportation into cell phone  7 
Interactive Electronic Household Appliance Technology  6 

Interactive television (Television operating with voice prompt and Brain power 
controller) 

4 

Interactive refrigerator  1 
Washing machine  1 

Time Machine  1 
Transportation Vehicle Technology  1 

Car (Cars going in the sky, on the land or in the sea) 1 
 

As shown in Table 3, a majority of the students explained future technology under sub-themes based 

on the main themes of „Interactive Computer Technology‟ and „Interactive Internet Technology‟.  
 

In her views about her pictorial representation, A2 mentioned the opportunity to interact with 
computers. Her views on the sub-theme of „Human – computer interaction‟ were as follows:  

„I depicted future computers in my drawing.  You cannot turn on this computer if you 
don‟t finish your homework first. This computer can talk to you, help with your homework 
and play with you… This computer is like a robot and can be very sweet when necessary‟.  
 

A13 reported her views regarding the sub-theme of „Human – computer interaction‟ saying; 
„The Computer does not allow children to turn it on before they finish their homework. 
Thus, with its hands, the computer checks if the child has finished his or her homework. 
If the homework is finished, then it allows the child to turn it on‟.  

 
Figure 2 shows the pictorial representations of the students A2 and A13 about human-computer 

interaction. 
  

    
A2        A13  

(You can not open without finish your homework) (if you don‟t finish your homeworks, you can 
not play game)  

Figure 2. Drawings of the students about Human-Computer Interaction 
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A19, reported her views regarding the sub-theme of „User – computer game interaction‟. Focusing on 

how computer games and computer – user interaction should be in future, A19 stated „In future, I 
would like to enter a computer game in a computer‟.  
 
Another student, A20, reported his views regarding the sub-theme of „User – computer game 
interaction‟ saying „I can enter a computer game if technology advances more. As I can normally enter 
a computer game while administrating it, other players can administrate the game me too…‟.  
 

A1 reported her views regarding the sub-theme of „Teleportation via computer‟ and „Three-
dimensional computer‟ saying; 

 „…the monitors and keyboards of old computers were too small. But, in future, they 
could be designed bigger. Also, they can allow the person to enter inside the computer 
game via teleportation. And also, laptop and desktop computers can be touch-operated. 
Future computers can also be three-dimensional‟.  

 

The drawings of the two students about teleportation via computer and tree dimentional computer 
can be seen in Figure 3. 

    
A20      A1 

(I got into the game) 

Figure 3. Drawings of the students about Teleportation via Computer and  

Tree Dimentional Computer 
 

Regarding the sub-theme of „virtual reality‟, A10 mentioned a computer technology that could allow 

users to feel themselves as if they were in real world saying; 
„Thanks to computers in future, you can feel as if you are in the game with the help of 
special glasses. These glasses can be designed in a way to hurt you when you crash into 
someone else in the game. When you put off the glasses, you will turn to this real world‟.  
 

Regarding the sub-themes of „User – internet interaction‟ and „User – search engines interaction‟, A7 

stated;  

‟Now, we only see the pictures in computers and on the Internet, but in future, we will 
travel to the places in the pictures; well, this is a kind of teleportation. Teleportation into 
the pictures, or into the places in the pictures via  the search engine of mozilla firefox …‟.  
 

Another student, A23, reported his views regarding the sub-theme of „user–internet interaction‟ saying 

„…you can enter the Internet. You can play and watch games in the internet…‟. A5, another student, 
emphasized the speed of the internet connection saying „We spend all out lives waiting for something. 
But in future, we won‟t wait for anything because the internet connection will be faster…‟. 
 

The Figure 4 depicts the drawings of the students A10 and A7 about user-Internet interaction. 

 



Turkish Online Journal of Qualitative Inquiry, January 2011, 2(1) 

 

31 

 

   
A10       A7 

(It‟s so beautiful to get into pictures)  

Figure 4. Drawings of the students about User-Internet Interaction 
 

Regarding the theme of „User – social networks interaction‟, A18 stated „In future, computer 
technology will allow you to enter into Facebook …‟. 
 

A11, reported her views regarding the sub-theme of „Teleportation via cell phone‟ under the main 
theme of „Interactive mobile device technology‟ saying „With advances in technology, when you touch 
the phone, you will go to where you have touched‟.  
 

A27 reported her views regarding the main theme of „mobile device technology‟ saying „Today, mobile 
phones can send voice, but in future, we will talk to each other via teleportation…‟.  
 

A3 reported her views regarding the main theme of „mobile device technology‟ saying „In this drawing, 
I depicted teleportation by drawing a cell phone that allows sending animated images via teleportation 
…‟. 
 
The Figure 5 shows the drawings of the students A18 and A27 about user-Internet interaction. 

 

   
A18      A27  

(The technology of teleporting into Facebook) 

Figure 5. Drawings of the students about Mobile Device Technology 

 
The students‟ pictorial representations and their related views regarding the theme of „Interactive 
electronic household technology‟ were as follows: One of the students, A11, considered voice-
operated television as one of future technologies saying „I wanted to depict today‟s technological 
products, and voice-operated television rather than remote-control television is just an example for a 
technological development in future…‟. A22, another student, reported her views saying: 

 

„As future technology, I drew television that operates on the power of thought. This 
technology is a television that will operate based on the commands of the brain without 
using any remote-control unit. It has more than one channel. It has a three-dimensional 
screen, and you will be able to change the channel whenever you want. You will also be 
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able to go inside the television and watch whatever movie you like. Also, you will be able 
to use it as a cell phone whenever you like. And the sound system will be over 100…‟.  
 

The pictorial representation of the students A11 and A22 about user-Internet interaction can be seen 
in the Figure 6. 

 

    
A11     A22  

(Open it, teleport into, three dimensional, 

change channel whenever I Want, channel 
more than a thousand, open which film I 

want,  sound system, use as mobile-phone…) 

Figure 6. Drawings of the students about Interactive Electronic Household Technology 
 

One of the students, A27, considered a refrigerator as future technology that can interact with its 
user. A27 stated; 

 „I drew the current and future refrigerators. The refrigerator in my dream will facilitate 
the work of all people. It will ask “what do you want?”. Then the door of the refrigerator 
will open and one of its shelves will serve us what we have wanted. It will also give us 
what we want to prepare‟. 
 

A24, another student, considers a „Time Machine‟ as future technology, which constituted another 
theme. A24 explained his drawing saying „We get older for a year or more with the time machine…‟. 
 

Another student, A14, reported his views regarding the theme of „Transportation vehicles technology‟ 
saying; 

„With the developments in technology, cars will go in the sky, on the land and in the sea. 
With advances in technology, there will be a dual washing machine: one of them will 
wash the clothes and the other will dry them…‟. 

 

    
A24      A27 

(Age older-younger with time machine) 

Figure 7. Drawings of the students about Transportation Vehicles Technology 
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The Figure 7 depicts the pictorial representation of the students A24 and A27 about the transportation 

vehicles technology. 
 

Among the elementary school students‟ views about their perceptions of the concept of future 
technology, those about interactive computers and Internet technologies took the first place. The 

students‟ views about human – computer – human interactions were determined.  

 
Conclusion and Discussion 

 
The elementary school students participating in the present study had diverse perceptions of today‟s 

technology, and most of their perceptions of technology were based on computer and electronic 

household appliances. Some students‟ perceptions of technology were based on the Internet and 
mobile device technologies. Similarly, in a study carried out by Rennie and Jarvis (1995), it was found 

out that in their drawings, younger students depicted their perceptions of technology by drawing 
mostly computer and electrical devices. The students‟ diverse perceptions revealed in the study were 

found to result from the fact that the students perceived the most-frequently used technological 
devices as technology. In other words, it could be stated that the students‟ perceptions of technology 

were related with the concepts which interested them most in their daily lives and which were most 

popular in their social environments. This finding obtained in the study is similar to the results of 
another study carried out by Erişti (2010) on popular cultural themes in elementary school students‟ 

pictorial representations. The students participating in the study conducted by Erişti (2010) 
emphasized mostly the „desktop computer‟ and „laptop computer‟ in their pictorial representations 

among the popular cultural themes prominent in their daily lives. The output of our perceptions 

reflected in our lives constitutes our life styles; therefore, based on this result, it could be said stated 
that the devices used by students in their daily lives shape their perceptions of technology. In 

addition, the finding that the students considered Internet technology as Internet access and research 
engines is parallel to the finding of another study carried out by Ersoy and Türkkan (2009) who 

reported that children depicted their perceptions of Internet as a source of information in their 
drawings. In the study conducted by Ersoy and Türkkan (2009), the Internet, which children used as 

a source of necessary information, was reflected in their drawings as “search=Google”. Today, 

television, computer and Internet technology constitute the basis of a student‟s interaction with others 
and with their environment. Children are intensely and effectively interested in contents including the 

themes of Internet and computer technologies. This fact leads to the creation of the areas of digital 
interest, digital culture and digital competencies. Especially the games, interactions and applications in 

virtual environments are quickly adopted, consumed and renewed by the new generation. The 

developing technology, cheaper computers and the spread of computers directly influence the spread 
of the digital culture (Binark et al., 2009; Erişti, 2010). 

 
The findings that related computer and Internet technologies with computer games are quite striking 

regarding the students‟ perceptions of the current and future technologies in the study. Alver and Gül 

(2005), in their study carried out with a thousand of students, reported that there was a serious 
change in children‟s thoughts of game. Today, most children prefer playing games on computer to 

playing games designed with social interactions.  
 

In the study, it was found out that most of the students‟ perceived future technology as human-
computer interaction in the area of computer technology. The students‟ views about their pictorial 

representations regarding the theme of human-computer interaction revealed that computers in future 

will not allow users to operate it if they have not finished their homework yet. This result could be said 
to be due to the fact that in our country, parents generally allow their children to use their computer 

after they finish their homework. Considering the fact that students at this age allocate most of their 
computer-use time to games (Orhan & Akkoyunlu, 2004; Ersoy & Yaşar, 2003; Giacquinta, Bauer & 

Ellsworth, 1993), it is inevitable for families to ask their children first to finish their homework before 

they use their computers. This situation was depicted by the children in their drawings as „without first 
doing my homework, my parents do not allow me to use my computer‟. Students playing games on 

computers reported that similar to real life, they wanted to join the game and to feel the game as 
they did in real world. In other words, regarding the sub-themes of user-computer game interaction 

and virtual reality, the students mentioned technologies that would allow users to feel themselves as if 
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they were in a real world. Virtual reality is a simulation model which allows its participants to feel as if 

it were real and which allows interacting with a dynamic environment created by computers 
(Bayraktar & Kaleli, 2007). Today, virtual reality applications mostly used for entertainment purposes 

are also used in education. However, it was striking that although students at this age had not met 
virtual reality applications at school yet, they were able to express their feelings about it.  

 

It was also striking that students at this age use social network sites – the number of which is 
increasing day by day though such sites have newly become a part of our lives – and that interaction 

in these sites should be increased. In addition, students‟ knowledge about such scientific issues as 
teleportation, time machine, human-technology interaction, virtual reality and power of thought could 

be considered as an indicator of the fact that they are aware of their environment as opposed to 

popular belief. Furthermore, the students mentioned such problems as heavy Internet traffic and slow 
Internet connection they experienced in real life and pointed out that technology should find a 

solution to such problems.  
 

Considering the fact that students‟ perception qualities are formed mostly by the concepts they face, it 
could be stated that their selective perception is formed in line with their interests. The research 

finding pointing out the importance of technological interaction is similar to the findings of the 

research study carried out by Moore (1987). In his research Moore (1987) asked primary school 
students technology perception by draw a technologist at work and he found that these children 

placed emphasis on design, invention and making things, as well as using computers. In addition, 
children are intensely influenced by their environment. While interacting with their peers, they obtain 

information about well-known images in their environment more easily and do not have difficulty 

reflecting this information. Depending on the findings obtained in the study, it could be stated that 
students identify today‟s technology with well-known and interesting concepts found in their 

environment. As for future technology, students reflect well-known and interesting concepts - found in 
their environment – in their pictorial representations within the context of creative approaches. Artistic 

activities allow students to reveal their creative abilities and to express themselves as well as use their 
imagination. In addition, artistic activities refer to the transfer of observations, images, feelings and 

thoughts in the form of objective reality. In their drawings, children reflect what they see, know, learn 

and experience. Children‟s drawings allow concretizing their inner-worlds, their communication with 
the outer world and their problems or expectations (Hague, 2001). While it is impossible to learn 

about children‟s inner world in some circumstances, it is possible to learn about their inner world with 
the help of their pictorial representations (Cox, 1992). In this respect, in studies carried out with 

especially elementary school students, determining students‟ views via art provides researchers with 

the opportunity to obtain a convenient finding. The reason is that students can more concretely 
present pictorial representations and their views about their pictorial representations (Denzin & 

Lincoln, 2005; Eisner, 2002; Finley, 2005). 
 

Following suggestions emerge in line with the findings:  

 Comparative studies on the technology perceptions of students from different cultures could 

be carried out.  

 Studies based on participatory observations in a longer process could be conducted to 

determine how students use technology and how this process changes their perceptions. 

 Qualitative studies could be carried out to examine students‟ perceptions of technology more 

deeply.  

 Qualitative studies could be designed depending on art-based inquiry, which allows 

elementary school students to express their thoughts concretely.  

 
References 

 
Alver, F., & Gül, A.A. (2005). Children‟s use of media. 2. A paper presented at International Child and 

Communication Conference, Istanbul University. 
 

Arnheim, R. (1954). Art and visual perception: A psychology of the creative eye. Berkeley: University 

of California Press. 



Turkish Online Journal of Qualitative Inquiry, January 2011, 2(1) 

 

35 

 

 

Arnstine, D. (1990). Art, aesthetics, and the pitfalls of discipline-based art education. Educational 
Theory, 40 (4), 415-422. 

 
Artut, K. (2002). Sanat eğitimi kuramları ve yöntemleri. Ankara: Anı Yayıncılık. 

 

Barone, T., & Eisner, E. W. (1997) Art-based educational research. In R. M. Jaeger, (Ed.), 
Complementary methods for research in education (2nd ed.)(73-116).Washington DC: 

American Educational Research Association Press. 
 

Barraza, L. (1999). Children's drawings about the environment.  Environmental Education Research, 
5(1), 49-66. 

 

Bayraktar, E., & Kaleli, F. (2007). Sanal gerçeklik ve uygulamaları. Akademik Bilişim Konferansında 
sunulan bildiri, Dumlupınar Üniversitesi, Kütahya. 

 
Belet, Ş.D., & Erişti, S. D. (2009). Multicultural primary school students‟ ways of revealing their 

perception of culture in written representations and pictures, (The Example of Multicultural 

Fjell Primary School in Norway). Australian Art Education, 32(2), 27 – 55.  
 

Belet, D., & Türkkan, B. (2007). İlköğretim öğrencilerinin yazılı anlatım ve resimsel ifadelerinde algı ve 
gözlemlerini ifade biçimleri (Avrupa Birliği örneği). VI. Ulusal Sınıf Öğretmenliği Eğitimi 

Sempozyumu Bildiriler içinde (ss.270-278). Ankara: Nobel Yayın Dağıtım. 

 
Binark, M., Sütcü, G.B., & Buçakçı, F. (2009). How Turkish young people utilize internet cafes: The 

results of ethnographic research in Ankara, Observatorio Journal, 8, 286-310. 
 

Boughton, D., & Mason, R. (1999) Beyond multicultural education: International perspectives. New 
York: Waxman Verlag. 

 

Buldu, M. (2006). Young children‟s perceptions of scientists: A preliminary study. Educational 
Research, 48(1), 121-132. 

 
Clarke, R. (1996). The meaning of artistic tradition in a multicultural society. Journal of Art & Design 

Education, 8 (3), 171-178. 

 
Cole, A. L., & Knowles, J. G. (2001). Lives in context: The Art of life history research. Walnut Creek, 

CA: Alta Mira Press. 
 

Cox, M. (1992). Children's drawings. London: Penguin Books. 

 
Denzin N.K.,  & Lincoln, Y. S.(2005). The Sage handbook of qualitative research. (3rd ed.). Thousand 

Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
 

Doğru, S.S.Y., Turcan, A.İ., Arslan, E., & Doğru, S. (2006). Çocukların resimlerindeki aileyi tanılama 
durumlarının değerlendirilmesi, Selçuk Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitüsü Dergisi, 15, 223-

236. 

 
Efland, A. D. (1995). Change in the conceptions of art teaching. In Context, content, and community 

in art education beyond postmodernism, Neperud, R. (Ed.) (25-40). NY: Teachers College 
Press. 

 

Eisner, E. W. (2002). From episteme to phronesis to artistry in the study and improvement of 
teaching. Teaching and Teacher Education, 18(4), 375-385. 

 



Turkish Online Journal of Qualitative Inquiry, January 2011, 2(1) 

 

36 

 

Eisner, E. W. (1991). What the arts taught me about education. In Willis, G., Schubert, W. H. 

(Eds.).Reflections from the heart of educational inquiry: Understanding curriculum and 
teaching through the arts, (34-48). Albany, NY: SUNY. 

 
Erişti, D., & Belet, Ş.D. (2010). İlköğretim öğrencilerinin yazılı anlatım ve resimlerinde kültür algıları. 

Elektronik Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 9 (33).  

 
Erişti, S. D. (2010) Elementary School Students‟ Perceptions of Popular Culture in Their Pictorial 

Representations (A Sample of Norwegian Fjell Multi-Culture Elementary School), Elementary 
Education Online, (9)3,884-897. 

 

Ersoy, A., & Türkkan, B. (2009). İlköğretim öğrencilerinin resimlerinde internet algısı. İlköğretim 
Online, 8 (1), 57-73.  

 
Ersoy, A., & Yaşar, Ş. (2003). İlköğretim 4. ve 5. sınıf öğrencilerinin internet kullanma durumları. Türk 

Eğitim Bilimleri Dergisi, 1(4), 401-424. 
 

Finley, S.  (2005). Arts-based inquiry: Performing revolutionary pedagogy. In N. K. Denzin, & Y. S. 

Lincoln, (Eds.). The Sage Handbook of Qualitative Research (3rd ed.) (681-694).. Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 

 
Giacquinta, J. B., Bauer, J. A., & Levin, J. E. (1993) Beyond Technology‟s Promise:Examination of 

Children‟s Computing at Home . Cambridge: Cambridge University Pres. 

 
Hague, E. (2001). Nationality and childrens‟ drawings – pictures „about Scotland‟ by primary school 

children in Edinburg, Scotland and Syracuse, New York State. Scottish Geographical Journal, 
117(2), 77-99. 

 
Hudson, P., & Hudson, S. (2001). Linking visual arts with science and technology in the primary 

classroom. Investigating: Australian Primary and Junior Science Journal, 17(4), 26-29. 

 
İlhan, A. Ç. (1997). İlköğretimde sanat eğitimi ve eğitsel yaratıcı drama. Yaşadıkça Eğitim, 54, 10-11. 

 
Kırışoğlu, O. (2002).  Sanatta eğitim-görmek, öğrenmek, yaratmak. Ankara: Pegem A Yayıncılık. 

 

King, L.D. (1995). Doing their share to save the planet, children and environmental crisis. New Jersey: 
Rutgers University Press. 

 
Matthews, J. (1984). Children drawing: Are young children really scribbling?, Early Child Development 

and Care, 18, 1-39. 

 
Moore, J. (1987). A technique for discovering young pupils' ideas about technology. CASTME Journal, 

7 (1), 1-9. 
 

Oğuz, A. (2007). Sen hiç bilim adamı gördün mü? VI. Ulusal Sınıf Öğretmenliği Eğitimi Sempozyumu 
Bildiriler içinde (ss.43-48). Ankara: Nobel Yayın Dağıtım. 

 

Orhan, F., & Akkoyunlu, B. (2004). İlköğretim öğrencilerinin internet kullanımlar üzerine bir çalışma. 
Hacettepe Üniversitesi Eğitim Fakültesi Dergisi, 26, 107-116. 

 
Özkaya, H. (2007). Farklı sosyo-ekonomik düzeydeki çocukların resimsel gelişimlerinin 

değerlendirilmesi: İstanbul ili Sarıyer ilçesi örneği, Yayınlanmamış Yüksek Lisans Tezi, Ankara 

Üniversitesi. 
 

Rennie, L.J., & Jarvis, T. (1995). Children‟s choice of drawings to communicate their ideas about 
technology, Research in Science Education, 25 (3), 239-252 

 



Turkish Online Journal of Qualitative Inquiry, January 2011, 2(1) 

 

37 

 

Rijey, J., & Van Rooy, W. (2007). Perceptions about health in primary school children. Teaching 
Science, 53(4), 32-35. 

 

Rosch, E. (1978). Principles of categorisation. In E. Rosch & B. Lloyd (Eds.), Cognition and 
categorisation (27-48). Hillsdale, N J: Erlbaum. 

 

Taş, Y., Aslan, D., &  Sayek, İ. (2006). Doktorluk mesleğini çocuklar resimlerine nasıl yansıtıyorlar? 7-
12 yas grubu çocuklar arasında yapılmış bir örnek, Sürekli Tıp Eğitim Dergisi, 15(11), 184-

191. 
 

Türkkan, B. (2004). Okulöncesi dönem çocuklarının yaptıkları resimlerin aile yaşamlarına ilişkin ipuçları 

bakımından değerlendirilmesi. I. Uluslar arası Okulöncesi Eğitim Kongresi Cilt III içinde 
(ss.79-97). İstanbul: YA-PA Yayınları. 

 
Türkmen, H. (2008). Turkish primary students‟perceptions about scientist and what factors afecting 

the image of the scientists. Eurasia Journal of Mathematics, Science & Technology 
Education, 4(1), 55-61. 

 

Welch, N., & Greene, A. (1995). Schools, communities and the arts: A research compendium. Tempe, 
AZ: Morrison Institute for Public Policy, Arizona State University. 

 

Yavuzer, H. (1992).  Resimleriyle çocuk. İstanbul: Remzi Kitabevi.  

 

Yıldırım, A., & Şimşek, H. (2006). Sosyal bilimlerde nitel araştırma yöntemleri (Qualitative research 

methods in social sciences) (6th ed.) Ankara: Seckin Yayınları. 

 

Yurtal, F., & Artut, K. (2008). Çocukların şiddeti algılama biçimlerinin çizdikleri resimlerine yansımaları, 
Çocuk ve Gençlik Ruh Sağlığı Dergisi, 15 (3) , 149-155. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


