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Belagat ilmi ve bu ilmin konular1 Ebi Ya'kiib es-Sekkaki’yle birlikte nihai seklini almis
ve bu durum giiniimiize kadar gegerliligini korumustur. Bu ¢alismada genel anlamda
Sekkaki oncesi belagatcilarin, beyan ilmine bakislari ele alinacaktir. Bu noktada, Ebi
Osman el-Cahiz'la birlikte sistematik bir sekilde gelisen ve Sekaki'yle olgunluga ve
kemale ulasan beyan ilminin kavramlarinin gelisim asamalari incelenecektir. Bu
kavramlar sunlar1 kapsamaktadir: Beyan ilmi; tesbih, temsil, mecaz, istiare ve kinayeyi
kapsayan bu ilmin alt konulari. Bu arastirmada, tlimevarim ve karsilagtirma yontemleri
benimsemistir. Beldgatcilarin beyan ilmi ve bu ilmin ¢esitli konularina dair gorisleri
tlimevarim ydntemiyle ele alinmis ve Sekkaki'nin bu ilme dair goriisleriyle 6nceki
belagatcilarin gorisleri karsilastirilmistir. Genel anlamda bu ¢alismada beldgatlarin
beyan ilmi konularina olan ilgilerinin farkli oldugu, ¢ogunun mecaz gibi baz1 konulara
fazla 6nem vermedigi, diger konularda 6zellikle tesbih ve istidre gibi konulara 6zen
gosterdigi sonucuna ulasilmistir. Ayrica Sekkaki donemine kadar belagat¢ilar arasinda
beyan ilminin kavramlarinin ve konularinin farkl ve cesitli oldugu gézlemlenmistir.
Sekkaki ise daha oOnceki tamimlardan yararlanarak ve kendisi de bazi yenilikler
ekleyerek, beyan ilminin tanimina ve konularina son halini vermistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Belagati, Beyan [lmi, Kavramsal Gelisim, Hicri
VL. Yiizyil, EbG Ya'kib es-Sekkaki.
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The figures of speech before Abii Ya“‘qiib es-Sekkaki

Abstract

This study tackles figures of speech for the rhetoric scholars who came before Abu
Ya“‘qub Yusuf es-Sekkaki who sets the foundations of rhetoric which we still following
until this day. This study, also, investigated the stages of the concepts’ development in
the figures of speech understanding and comprehension since the beginnings in a
systemic way for Abi ‘Uthman al-Jahiz until it was matured in Abo Abu Ya‘qub Yuasuf
es-Sekkaki’s works. These concepts were: figures of speech, simile, imaginary,
synecdoche, metaphor and metonymy. Moreover, this study followed the comparative
and deductive approaches to investigate figures of speech as well as its varied fields.
The study found out that the rhetoric scholars focused their interest on some fields
especially, simile and metaphor while others were left without enough research such
as synecdoche. The study realized that the concepts of figures of speech were varied
and different among old rhetoric scholars until Aba Ya‘qub Yusuf es-Sekkaki who set
the basics and the fundamentals of figures of speech in its final form.

Keywords: Arabic Language and rhetoric, Arabic figures of speech, the conceptual
development, VI. Century AH, Abil Ya‘qub es-Sekkaki.

Stractced Abstract: Rhetoric was a spontaneous practice in the Pre-Islamic Age. The
literary markets such as Siq ‘Ukaz, Majanna and Dhu ’I- MajaZz were known fields for
poetic duels that were ruled by the rhetorical standards. However, these standards
were impressionistic rather than systematic and standardized.

In early times of Islam and the Umayyad age, the rhetorical practices and observations
began to increase and to prosper although they remained in an oral form. These
observations and practices increased after the emergence of Islam for many reasons
such as Arab’s civilizing and settling in cities and states, Arab’s intellectual rise, in
addition to the different controversies that appeared among the diverse religious
groups, so it was expected from all of the above to have their reflections on the
rhetorical practices and observations.

The Abbasid Age is considered to be the real systematic emergence of rhetoric through
its first manifestations in Abu Ubaida’s "Majdz al-Qurdn" (728-825) which is a book that
explored the stylistic features in the Holy Quran and connected them to their
counterparts from Arabic Language. Nevertheless, Abu Ubaida’s attempt was not
organized and incomplete because the book was lacking the standardized concepts of
rhetoric.

All the previous stages paved the way to the rise and maturity of this rhetoric in an
organized and systematic way through al-Jahiz’s Books. Furthermore, rhetoric has been
through a lot of change and development since its rise with al-Jahiz (776-868) until it
was almost set and finalized with ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani (1009-1078) and it was totally
settled and concluded with Abi Ya‘qiib Yusuf es-Sekkaki (1160-1229).

The Significance and the Objectives of the Study

This study tries to highlight figures of speech by studying es-Sekkaki works as well as
his predecessors to discover the similarities and differences in their works. al-Jurjani
wasn’t tackled in this study because his works were neither organized nor systematic.

The Inquiries of the Study

1. What are the concepts of figures of speech scholars that were added to the figure of
speech and its fields?

2. How were the concepts of figures of speech developed until it reached maturity in es-
Sekkaki works?

3. What are the similarities and differences among the concepts of figures of speech
between es-Sekkaki’s and his predecessors?

The Research Methodology: This study was based on the deductive and the
comparative approaches to study the scholars of rhetoric about figures of speech and
their work in its final form as it was represented by es-Sekkaki. Therefore, this study
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was divided into several approaches: the first one briefly presents the figures of speech
in es-Sekkaki's works to be a standard to investigate the similarities and differences
between es-Sekkdki’s and his predecessors. The study didn’t explore al-Jurjani ’s
opinions because the very same opinions were represented and organized by es-
Sekkaki. As for the second approach, it investigated figures of speech only in which it
explored the opinions of es-Sekkaki’s predecessors about the different concepts and
how to connect and relate them in terms of their similarities and differences. The third
approach tackled the simile, the fourth studied the imaginary, the fifth synecdoche, the
sixth metaphor and the seventh metonymy according to the same approach that was
used to compare among these concepts for es-Sekkaki and his predecessors.

The study found out that figures of speech began to take a scientific approach with al-
Jahiz and as for what came before him was merely impressionistic and improvised
views and opinions. The concepts of figures of speech were tackled before es-Sekkaki
by three scholars: al-Jahiz, Ibn Wahab al-Katib (743-813) and Abi al-Hasan ar-
Rummani (909-994), but their definitions were very wide and general and that resulted
to many intersections with detentions of es-Sekkaki, yet the latter was more specific,
more organized and more systemic. Simile was the focus of the attention of rhetoric
scholars such as: al-Jahiz, ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Mu‘tazz (861-908), Qudama ibn Ja‘far (873-
948), ar-Rummani, Abu Hilal al-'Askari (920-1005) and Ibn Rachik al-Kairwani (999-
1063) of whom es-Sekkaki’s works and findings intersected and overlapped.

As for the imagery, it was mentioned by most of the rhetoric scholars who came before
es-Sekkaki. Some of them just mentioned examples without definitions and others
provided ample definitions alongside the examples. In both ways, their study to
imagery was voluminous and included many types and fields of figures of speech.
Therefore, it can be said that figures of speech didn’t appear independent except in al-
Jurjani’s works then in es-Sekkaki’s who wrote it in its final form.

Synecdoche was mentioned only by three rhetoric scholars before es-Sekkaki (except
for al-Jurjani and Al-Zamakhshari) such as al-Jahiz whose definition for synecdoche was
identical for es-Sekkaki’s. Thus, it can be said that es-Sekkaki’s definition was
influenced by al-Jahiz. As for the other two rhetoric scholars are ibn Qutayba al-
Dinawari (828-889) and Ibn Rachik whose definition to synecdoche was very wide and
general.

Although the rhetoric scholars were very interested in metaphor, they, in most of the
times, couldn’t differentiate between it and synecdoche and even some other scholars
got it confused with simile and imagery. Hence, it can be said that metaphor is a special
synecdoche that was set and settled by al-Jurjant and then es-Sekkaki.

As for metonymy, es-Sekkaki’'s predecessors provided many definitions for it, but they
weren’t complete and comprehensive except for ibn al-Mu‘tazz who didn’t provide a
comprehensive definition either, but he provided decent examples that enriched the
definitions indirectly. It is worth mentioning, that Ibn Sindn al-Haf4ji (1032-1073)
provided, later on, an accurate definition for synecdoche that can arguably be said that
itis the definition that es-Sekkaki approved in his book “Miftdh al-‘uliim”.

Keywords: Arabic Language and rhetoric, Arabic figures of speech, the conceptual
development, VI. Century AH, Abi Ya‘qub es-Sekkaki.
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