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CORRESPONDENCE This article mentions people and events that represent important milestones in the 
historical development of social work. Social work, as a human rights and social justice 
profession, has built its professional structure and body on the basis of these concepts and 
facts in historical perspective. In this respect, social work is not only a professional helping 
occupation, but also a discipline focused on the defense and delivery of the human rights 
of every citizen.

	 Indeed, in the historical development process of social work, the focus has always 
been on the state's ability to be a real social state with understandings such as human 
rights, civil society, and the rule of law. Public services and social services must thus 
continue to operate in very broad areas such as education, health and social protection.

	 In this context, the historical process of social work, the ‘Poor Law’ of 1834 
represents the turning point of modern social welfare systems. The English law was 
enacted to revise the ‘Elizabethan Poor Laws’ of 1601. However the new law was punitive 
and based on the assumption that poor people lacked strong or moral character, it was 
the arrangement about social problems. In this respect, evaluating the milestones and 
important events of social work in the world will help to develop and advance Turkish 
social work as well.
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