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Abstract: The Iraqi spider fauna includes several dozens of species described and reported mostly by local researchers but still 
there are considerable sampling gaps. For the first time in Iraq, Agelena orientalis C. L. Koch 1837 (Agelenidae), Oxyopes globifer 
Simon, 1876 (Oxyopidae), and Thanatus formicinus (Clerck, 1757) (Philodromidae) are recorded. In addition, newly collected 
material of Bassaniodes tristrami (O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1872) (Thomisidae) and Eusparassus mesopotamicus Moradmand & 
Jäger, 2012 (Sparassidae) are also presented. The characteristic features, habitus and copulatory organs of all species are 
presented here along with their geographic distribution. 

Keywords: Grass spiders, lynx spider, crab spiders, huntsman spider, first records. 

Irak Örümcek Faunası için Üç Yeni Kayıt ve İki Kayıt Doğrulaması 

Öz: Irak örümcek faunası, çoğunlukla yerel araştırmacılar tarafından tanımlanan ve rapor edilen birkaç düzine türü içerir 
fakat yine de birçok örneklenmemiş alan bulunmaktadır. Irakta ilk kez Agelena orientalis C. L. Koch 1837 (Agelenidae), Oxyopes 
globifer Simon, 1876 (Oxyopidae), ve Thanatus formicinus (Clerck, 1757) (Philodromidae) kayıt edilmiştir. Buna ilaveten 
Bassaniodes tristrami (O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1872) (Thomisidae) ve Eusparassus mesopotamicus Moradmand & Jäger, 2012 
(Sparassidae) türlerinin yeni toplanan örnekleri sunulmuştur. Tüm türlerin karakteristik özellikleri, habitatları ve üreme 
organları, coğrafi dağılımları ile birlikte burada sunulmuştur. 

Anahtar kelimeler: Huni ağ örümcekleri, vaşak örümceği, yengeç örümcekleri, avcı örümceği, ilk kayıtlar. 

1. Introduction 

Araneae Clerck, 1757 is the largest order of arachnids with 
4219 genera and 49583 described species around the world 
(World Spider Catalog, 2021). Still, the knowledge on 
diversity and distribution of spider fauna of Iraq is sparse, 
especially in comparison to the other countries of the 
Middle East. The most recently list of Iraqi spiders is that 
of Fomichev et al. (2018) who listed only 53 species 
belonging to 42 genera and 22 families. During the three-
year period following that publication, several papers (e.g. 
Al-Khazali, 2018, 2020, Al-Khazali & Najim, 2018; Al-
Khazali & Jäger, 2019; Najim et al., 2019; Al-Khazali & 
Fomichev, 2021) have reported data and new records of 
spiders as a result of which the number of Iraqi spider 
species has risen to 61. 

The aim of the present study is to present records of 
three species new to the list of Iraqi spiders and additional 
distribution records of two species based on the new 
material collected in northern and southern Iraq. 

2. Material and Methods 

All specimens were collected from three different 
provinces: Dohuk, Erbil (both in northern Iraq) and Dhi 

Qar (southern Iraq) (Fig. 1). The specimens were deposited 
at the College of Basic Education, University of Sumer, Dhi 
Qar, Iraq. Spiders were preserved in 75% ethanol and 
examined using a Nikon camera connected to a dissecting 
microscope. The epigynes were cleared in a KOH/water 
solution until the soft tissues were dissolved. Photographs 
of the copulatory organs were taken in a dish with white 
cotton at the bottom, filled with alcohol. Identification of 
specimens depended on comparison with figures of Levy 
(1996, 1999, 1976), Logunov (1996), Szita and Samu (2000), 
and Moradmand and Jäger (2012). The measurements of 
legs are provided as total length (femur, patella, tibia, 
metatarsus, and tarsus). All measurements are in 
millimeters. The Iraq map that was used in this study 
obtained from the website Country Wise Codes. 

3. Results 

Family: Agelenidae C. L. Koch, 1837 

Genus: Agelena Walckenaer, 1805 

Agelena orientalis C. L. Koch, 1837 (Fig. 2a–c) 

Agelena orientalis: Levy, 1996: 86, f. 4–8. 

Material examined: 2 ♀♀, Iraq, Dohuk Province, Zakho 
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District, agricultural region, 37.139336° N 42.707545° E, 2. 
Apr.2020, leg. H. S. Kachel. 

Determination: Levy, 1996. 

Diagnosis: The female of this species is very similar to A. 
labyrinthica; however, it can be distinguished by the shape 
of the epigynal septum, the posterior edge of the epigyne, 
and the shape and position of the spermathecae (see Levy, 
1996; figs. 7-8). 

 

Figure 1. Map of Iraq showing specimens sampling localities: 
Dohuk, Erbil, and Dhi Qar provinces (dark circles). 

 

Figure 2. Agelena orientalis C. L. Koch, 1837, female; A. Habitus 
(live specimen), dorsal view; B-C. Epigyne, ventral and dorsal 
views respectively. 

Description of female: General appearance as in Fig. 2a. 
Measurements: Body length 8.87; carapace 6.65 long, 5.02 
wide; opisthosoma 8.08 long, 4.40 wide. Leg 
measurements: I: 20.56 (6.01, 1.50, 5.02, 5.65, 2.38), II: 20.35 
(6.10, 1.78, 4.72, 5.34, 2.41), III: 19.52 (6.07, 1.40, 5.14, 4.68, 
2.23), IV: 22.03 (7.72, 1.51, 5.47, 4.95, 2.38). General 
coloration brown-yellow, carapace yellow, brownish 
frontally, covered with fine setae. Sternum and coxae pale 
yellow, maxillae and chelicerae brown. Opisthosoma 
elongated and expanded in the middle part, dorsally 

yellow with thin brown stripes at the top, covered with 
fine setae, ventrally pale yellow. Spinnerets brownish. 
Legs uniform yellow.  

General distribution: Widely distributed, from Italy to 
Central Asia, Iran (World Spider Catalog, 2021), and Iraq 
(current paper). 

Family: Oxyopidae Thorell, 1869  

Oxyopes globifer Simon, 1876 (Fig. 3a-d). 

 

Figure 3. Oxyopes globifer Simon, 1876, female; A. Habitus (live 
specimen), dorsal view; B-D. Epigyne, ventral, dorsal and 
retrolateral views respectively. 

Material examined: 2 ♀♀, Iraq, Dhi Qar Province, AL-Nassr 
District, from the outside wall of my house, 31.534582° N 
46.120739°E, 12 m a.s.l. (Fig. 1), 2. July. 2021, leg. A. M. Al- 
Khazali. 

Determination: Levy (1999). 

Diagnosis: The female of O. globifer can be recognized from 
congeners by having a strong laterally extending median 
protrusion of the epigyne (Fig. 3b-d). 

Description of female: General appearance as in Fig. 2a. 
Measurements: Body length 8.87; carapace 3.21 long, 2.34 
wide; opisthosoma 5.66 long, 3.15 wide. Leg 
measurements: I: 9.95 (2.79, 0.81, 2.33, 2.64, 1.38), II: 3.56 
(2.59, 1.02, 2.15, 2.60, 1.06), III: 6.43 (2.12, 0.77, 1.45, 2.03, 
0.76), IV: 10.78 (3.32, 1.22, 2.23, 3.07, 0.94). Carapace 
elongated, light-yellow in the midline, with a wide 
reddish-brown strip on each lateral side, the outer edges 
light-yellow, covered with fine setae. Sternum, labium, 
maxillae and chelicerae light yellow. Opisthosoma oval, 
with a semi-pointed end, dorsal coloration as in carapace, 
laterally with a pattern of three pairs of light-grey stripes, 
ventrally yellow with small pale spots on sides, with a 
broad, pale brown medial stripe. Spinnerets yellow. Legs 
uniform reddish yellow.  

General distribution: This species distributed in Southern 
Spain, Greece, Kazakhstan, Turkmenia, Uzbekistan, 
Tadzhikistan, Turkey, Israel, Egypt, Algeria, Tunisia, 
Libya (Levy, 1999), Iran (Zamani et al, 2015), and Iraq 
(current paper).  

Family: Philodromidae Thorell, 1870 

Genus: Thanatus C. L. Koch, 1837 
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Thanatus formicinus (Clerck, 1757) (Fig. 4a-c) 

Determination: Logunov (1996), Szita & Samu (2000). 

Specimens examined: 2 ♀♀, Iraq, Erbil Province, Zanko 
Village, agricultural land, 36.190073° N, 43.993030° E, 12 m 
a.s.l. (Fig. 1), 15. Feb. 2020, leg. F. S. Hussein. 

Diagnosis: See Logunov (1996). 

 

Figure 4. Thanatus formicinus (Clerck, 1757), female; A. Habitus, 
dorsal view; B, C. Epigyne, ventral view (A, after maceration in 
KOH), D. dorsal view. 

Description of female: General appearance as in Fig. 4a. 
Measurements: Body length 8.6; prosoma 3.83 long, 2.87 
wide; opisthosoma 4.77 long, 3.62 wide. Leg 
measurements: I: 4.28 (1.30, 0.47, 1.12, 1.01, 0.38), II: 4.96 
(1.44, 0.43, 1.33, 1.05, 0.71), III: 4.09 (1.52, 0.36, 1.42, 0.98, 
0.62), IV: 5.83 (1.72, 0.56, 1.22, 1.45, 0.88). The general 
coloration brownish yellow to light reddish brown, 
carapace brownish, with a pair of wide longitudinal brown 
bands, covered with fine setae. Ocular area mostly light 
reddish. Legs, coxae and sternum reddish brown, maxillae 
and chelicerae light brown. Opisthosoma oval, brownish 
yellow, dorsum with clear reddish brown cardiac strip 
extending from the anterior to the middle, covered with 
fine brownish setae, ventrally pale brownish. Spinnerets 
brownish yellow. 

General distribution: North America, Europe, North Africa, 
Turkey, Caucasus, Russia (Europe to Far East), Iran, 
Kazakhstan, Central Asia, China, Japan (World Spider 
Catalog, 2021), and Iraq (current paper). 

Family: Thomisidae Sundevall, 1833 

Genus: Bassaniodes Pocock, 1903 

Bassaniodes tristrami (O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1872) (Fig. 5. 
a-c)  

Xysticus tristrami Kiany et al., 2017: 7, f. 14a-c (♂). 

Bassaniodes tristrami Breitling, 2019: 203.  

B. tristrami Naumova, 2020: 5, f. 9-11 (♂). 

Determination: Levy (1976), Dippenaar-Schoeman (1989), 
Kiany et al. (2017) 

Specimens examined: 1 ♂ and 1 ♂ subadult, Northern Iraq, 
Dohuk Province, Zakho district, agricultural land, under 
dry mud piles, 37.139336° N, 42.707545° E, 12 m a.s.l. (Fig. 

1), 2. Mar. 2020, leg. H. S. Kachel. 

Diagnosis: See Levy (1976) and Kiany et al. (2017). 

General distribution: Greece, Turkey, Caucasus, Russia 
(Europe) to Central Asia, Middle East (World Spider 
Catalog, 2021), Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan (Mikhailov, 2013), 
and Iraq (current paper). 

Distribution in Iraq: Dohuk province. 

 

 

Figure 5. Bassaniodes tristrami (O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1872), male; 
A. Habitus, dorsal view; B, C. Palp, ventral and nearly retrolateral 
views.  

Comments: This species was recorded in Iraq for the first 
time by Fomichev et al. (2018) under the genus Xysticus 
based on material collected from Dohuk province, 
northern Iraq. 

Family: Sparassidae Bertkau, 1872  

Genus: Eusparassus Simon, 1903 

Eusparassus mesopotamicus Moradmand & Jäger, 2012 (Fig. 
6a-d) 

 

Figure 6. Eusparassus mesopotamicus Moradmand & Jäger, 2012, 
male; A. Habitus, dorsal view; B. Prosoma, nearly anterior; C, D. 
Palp, ventral and retro-ventral views.  

Determination: Moradmand & Jäger, (2012), Moradmand, 
(2013). 

Specimens examined: 2 ♂♂, southern Iraq, Dhi Qar Province, 
AL-Nassr district, From inside a rural house, 31.534582° N 
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46.120739°E, 12 m a.s.l. (Fig. 1), 10. July. 2020, leg. A. M. Al- 
Khazali. 

Diagnosis: See Moradmand & Jäger (2012). 

General distribution: Known from Iran, Iraq, and Turkey 
(World Spider Catalog, 2021). 

Distribution in Iraq: AL-Najaf and Dhi Qar provinces.  

Comments: According Moradmand & Jäger (2012), only 
one female was collected from AL-Najaf province in Iraq, 
in the current study two males were collected from Dhi 
Qar province, southern Iraq. 

4. Discussion 

According to the recent data, there are approximately 61 
species of Iraqi spiders known so far (AL-Khazali, 2020). 
The present findings represent the first records of three 
species of spiders: Agelena orientalis C. L. Koch 1837, 
Thanatus formicinus (Clerck, 1757), and Oxyopes globifer 
Simon, 1876 in Iraq and the last two also represent the first 
records of these genera. Thus, the number of species 
within spider fauna of Iraq has risen to 64 known species. 
However, the spider fauna of Iraq is still poor when it is 
compared with some neighboring countries such as Iran 
that contains 780 known species (Zamani et al., 2020) and 
Turkey where there are 1129 known species (Demir & 
Seyyar, 2017; Danışman et al., 2021). This is due to the 
scarcity of studies and researchers interested in this group 
of arachnids. It is expected to find many other species of 
spiders in Iraq due to the fact that many regions are still 
not studied at all and; therefore, any material collected 
from those regions are expected to include new records of 
spider species and genera. Bassaniodes tristrami (O. 
Pickard-Cambridge, 1872) was recorded for the first time 
in Iraq under genus Xysticus by Fomichev et al. 2018 where 
three males were collected from Dohuk Province, north 
foothill of Chiaje-Spizakho-Dag Mountain Range. Both 
males in this study were found in another place in the 
same Dohuk Province but it is a geographically different 
region (agricultural land) to the previous study by 
Fomichev et al. (2018); no female was found so far. In this 
study, two male E. mesopotamicus specimens were collected 
from Dhi Qar province, which is a new locality for this 
species in southern Iraq, despite Moradmand and Jäger 
reporting a single female of this species from AL-Najaf 
province in central Iraq (2012).  

Therefore, according to the current study as well as 
the previous studies interested in Iraqi spiders, it can be 
concluded that this group of arachnids is still very poor, 
especially when compared with some neighboring 
countries such as Iran and Turkey. Fomichev et al. (2018) 
indicated that the number of species may not exceed 10% 
of the actual number of spider species in Iraq. In this 
regard and to increase knowledge about the spider fauna 
of Iraq, more arachnological studies of this country must 
be conducted. 
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