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A season of restoration and conser­
vation, planned to last for six weeks, was 
begun 14 July, 1974, with a labour force 
of twenty workmen. The work was directed 
by Professor James Russell, University 
of British Columbia, with Mr. Ian Bristow 
in charge of architectural restoration and 
Miss Pamela Pratt, Institute of Archaeo­
logy, University of London, in charge 
of the conservation programme1.

The original intention was to restore 
and, where necessary, rebuild the vaults

1 Other members of the staff included Miss 
Frances Halahan, conservation specialist, Miss Kathryn 
Walker and Mr. Brian Gilmour, both students at the 
Institute of Archaeology, London. Bay Yalçın Karalar, 
archaeologist and assistant at the Adana Regional 
Museum, once again represented the Eski Eserler 
ve Müzeler Gn. Müdürlüğü as temsilci. His patience 
and helpfulness, so much appreciated in previous 
seasons, were even more valued in the exceptional 
circumstances of the 1974 season.

Once again we acknowledge the debt of gratitude 
we owe first to the Republic of Turkey and in particular 
to the Eski Eserler ve Müzeler Gn. Müdürlüğü for 
graciously permitting us to continue our work at 
Anemurium; and second to the Canada Council for 
the trust it continues to place in us by providing the 
necessary funds. Of the numerous officials both 
Turkish and Canadian on whose kindness we rely 
so heavily we should mention especially the General 
Director of the Department of Antiquities, Bay 
Hikmet Gürçay, the Deputy Director, Bay Burhan 
Tezcan and Director of Excavations, Bay Çetin 
Anlağan for their continuing sympathetic interest in 
our work; to the former Canadian Ambassador to 
Turkey, H. E. Mr. G. F. G. Hughes and the Chargé 
d’Affaires, Mr. Len Edwards, for their conscientious 
efforts in our interest; and to the Kaymakam of 
Anamur, Bay Fahri Görgülü and the other local 
officials for their never-failing courtesy and concern 
for our well-being.

and walls of four well-preserved tombs in 
the necropolis. It was also planned simul­
taneously to clean and conserve the 
painted decoration of the interiors of 
these tombs. Unfortunately, as a conse­
quence of the emergency situation arising 
from the action on Cyprus, the season 
was terminated on 22 July. Nevertheless, 
despite this premature suspension, excellent 
progress was recorded in the one week 
of normal operations. A description of 
what was accomplished follows2:

A. Architectural Restoration o f Tombs A
IV  la  and A I I I 5 3 :-
At the commencement of the season, 

since none of the telltales set in the fissures 
of their walls in 1973 had recorded any 
movement, it was decided that operations 
should start on A IY 7a and A III 5. In 
the course of the week the vault of A IV 
7a was cleared of its natural cover of 
earth and vegetation and the spaces bet­
ween the stones of the vault completely 
cleaned out. The vault top was brushed 
with a slurry of equal parts lime and 
cement to ensure good adhesion of the 
pointing. In the course of the work it 
was necessary to remove traces of ancient 
mortar now in a defective state, but

2 I am especially indebted to Mr. Bristow for 
the first section of this report and to Miss Pratt for 
the second. -

3 These numbers refer to the original survey of 
the necropolis. For details of architecture, cf. E. 
Alfoldi-Rosenbaum, Artamur N ecropolu  (Ankara, 
1971), A IV 7 pp. 48-50, 142-144; A IH 5 pp. 42-44, 
135-136.
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samples were retained and recorded. The 
excavation at the rear (west) of the 
painted chamber was enlarged and an 
ancient wall that was revealed cleaned 
off with the intention that it should be 
raised to act as a retaining wall. The 
floor of the upper part of the adjacent 
chamber to the southwest (A IV 7d) 
was partially cleared of debris that could 
potentially hold rain water and part 
of a mosaic floor was exposed.

The interior of A III 5 was also 
cleared to reveal a well-preserved mosaic 
floor in the northern part of the tomb. 
Its vault and that of the adjoining section 
were cleared in the same manner as the 
vault of A IV 7a, all loose and defective 
mortar being removed and samples again 
retained.

The necessary tools, sand, gravel, 
and lime had been obtained, and the 
slaking of lime was in progress at the 
time when the season was terminated. 
Crushing of brick fragments for incorpora­
tion in the setting coat had also commenced 
and the necessary decisions taken on 
mixes for the various renderings.

B. The Conservation o f Wall-Paintings in
Tomb B I  16 4:-
Since work of restoration was in 

progress on Tombs A IV 7a and A III 5, 
it was decided to start the cleaning and 
conservation programme in Tomb B I 16.

The intention was to remove water - 
insoluble salt incrustations and mould - 
growth from the surface, to consolidate 
the paint-layer where necessary, and to 
treat the paintings to prevent further 
mould-growth. Areas of plaster loss were 
to be infilled with a suitable lime-plaster 
mixture to strengthen the existing areas 
of painted plaster and to render the 
whole more aesthetically pleasing. Where 
the adhesion between the plaster and the 
wall support was weak, it had been

4 For reference numbers and plan, cf. Alfoldi- 
Rosenbaum, pp. 79, 177-79, figs. 11-13.

decided to inject a lime mortar-mix which 
preliminary tests had shown to be suitable.

Work was started on the removal of 
salt and mould deposits from the paintings 
on the walls and vault of the first chamber 
and from those on the walls of the alcove 
off the main chamber in Tomb B I 16. 
The thin sheetlike deposits of insoluble 
salts were removed from the paint-layer 
mechanically. Where the incrustations 
were heavy, cleaning was facilitated by 
the careful use of a dilute acid solution 
to remove the upper part of the deposit. 
The remaining thin layer immediately 
above the painted surface was then re­
moved with mechanical tools and scalpels. 
The cleaned areas were washed, using 
water sprays. Compresses, made of cotton 
wool soaked in water, were applied to 
remove any traces of the acid and its 
by-products produced during the treat­
ment.

Areas, approximately 1 metre square, 
on the main vault in the first chamber 
and on the alcove wall were successfully 
treated, thus exposing a well-preserved 
painted layer. Unfortunately, work had 
to be suspended when the treatment of 
other areas was only partially completed. 
It is to be hoped that the delay in finishing 
the treatment will not cause further 
deterioration to the paint-surface in these 
areas. The walls and ceilings of the main 
chamber and the alcove were sprayed 
with a one per cent phenyl solution of 
sodium orthophenyl phenate in water, a 
fungicide, in an attempt to prevent fur­
ther mould - growth in the coming year.

C. Matters o f Archaeological Interest
The 1974 season was in no sense an 

excavation season, but, as has been 
mentioned, mosaic floors were exposed 
in the course of clearing the tombs and 
their environs in preparation for restora­
tions. In the chamber A IV 7d, situated 
to the southwest of the painted chamber 
A IV 7a, a polychrome mosaic floor 
was discovered at second floor level at
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a depth of 0.15 m. (fig. 1). Only about 
one half of the area was exposed to 
reveal a geometric border 0.17 m. in 
width, well-preserved only at the north - 
east corner. It was composed of an alterna­
ting series of bands in solid colour and 
stepped pyramids, and enclosed a band 
of cubes in varying hues. Within this 
lay the central panel, but only the letters 
AME of an inscription, followed by a 
fragment of a wreath, survive at its 
northeast comer.

In clearing surface earth from the 
painted chamber of Tomb A III 5 it 
was discovered that the north half of the 
chamber was paved in polychrome mosaic 
of geometric design, the southern half 
being occupied by the arcosolia or tomb 
benches. The mosaic, about three-quarters 
intact, consists of a central panel (2.00 
m. x  1.20 m.) of six symmetrically ar­
ranged octagons in three rows of two, 
each producing the effect of interlocking 
8 point stars. Within the octagons are 
concentric circles and a stepped diamond 
at the centre. This central panel is enclosed 
on three sides by a simple border design, 
varying in width, of plain bands and 
stepped pyramids; on the south it consists 
of a series of four complex circular 
patterns set against a dark blue ground. 
In several particulars this mosaic bears 
a close resemblance to motifs found in 
the mosaic pavements of the large baths/ 
palaestra complex (III 2 B), excavated 
in previous years, which has been dated 
to the mid-third century after Christ. 
On this basis a similar date may reason­
ably be proposed for the mosaic of this 
tomb.

From an archaeological point of 
view also the painted surfaces cleaned in 
Tomb B I 16 produced gratifying results. 
These paintings have of course been 
described previously in detail by Professor 
Alfoldi-Rosenbaums, but with the removal 
of the lime-deposits that previously ob­
scured them the colours have emerged 
far fresher than was suspected (fig. 2). 
This is especially true of the male bust 
enclosed in a wreath medallion in the 
north-west corner of the vault of the 
anteroom. He is identified as Winter 
(XEIMWN) by an inscription and is 
the only well-preserved example of four 
Seasons originally painted in each corner 
of the vault. The chiaroscuro of the face 
and the details of the fabric of his dark 
green mantle are now remarkably clear. 
Similarly a striking improvement in the 
clarity of the cleaned portion of the 
enigmatic panel painted on the north 
wall of the semi-vault of the same chamber 
may be noticed.

One further interesting discovery made 
quite fortuitously in Tomb A VIII 4 is 
worhy of note. This is a seven-line grave 
inscription found in two fragments, one 
in situ on the lintel of the side chamber 
of this tomb, the other discovered lying 
amongst fallen masonry next to the tomb. 
Though incomplete, the main gist of the 
document is clear. The first four lines 
list the various names of the family 
buried in the tomb, a woman and her 
husband’s two brothers; while the last 
three lines are in verse and constitute a 
brief epitaph recording the husband’s 
grief.

5 Alfoldi-Rosenbaum, pp. 20-25, 80, 112-116, 
179-180. For a striking impression of the success of 
the methods employed in cleaning, compare fig. 2 
with the original condition of Winter as illustrated 
by Alfoldi-Rosenbaum, pi. XXVII and coloured pi. IV.
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Fig. 1 — Anemurium : necropolis tomb AIV7d, mosaic floor.

Fig. 2 — Anemurium : necropolis tomb BI 16, fresco depicting head of Winter, after cleaning.



-SİLİFKE “KEBEN” HİTİT KAYA KABARTMASI -

O. AYTUĞ TAŞ YÜREK

İçel ili, Silifke ilçesinin 20 km. kadar 
kuzeyinde ve Modem Silifke-Mut karayo­
lunun 2 km. kadar doğusunda, bir kaya 
kabartmasının varlığı bize Silifke Müzesi 
Müdürü Saym Mehmet Belen tarafmdan 
haber verilmiş id i1. 1975 yılı şubatında 
yukarıda belirtilen yere Adana Bölge Mü­
zesi Asistanı Yalçın Karalar ve Maryland 
Üniversitesi öğretim üyelerinden Claudine 
Weatherford (M.A.) ile birlikte gidilerek 
yerinde tetkik ve incelemelerde bulunuldu. 
Keben köyünün yerlileri ile yapılan ko­
nuşmalar Modern karayolunun açılma­
sından önceki yol güzergâhının reliefin 
hemen önünden geçmekte olduğunu be- 
lirlemiştirki, bu yol bu gün dahi mev­
cuttur.

Modem Keben köyünün 1 km. kadar 
kuzeyinde ve aşağıdaki Göksu vadisini 
tepeden gören (Res. 1), dik inen sarp 
kayalık kesimde vücuda getirilmiş bulunan 
relief 100 X 150 cm. kadar boyutlarda 
ve derinliği 10 cm. olan bir niş içinde yer 
almaktadır (Res. 2). Reliefin ayak hiza­
sının zeminden 4 m. kadar yüksekte ol­
ması eserin günümüze oldukça iyi korun­
muş bir halde gelebilmesini temin etmiştir 
(Res. 3 )2.

Sağa yürüyen, başı örtülü, sırtında 
bir pelerin ve altında uzun elbise ile gi-

1 Daha önce bazı meslektaşlarımız tarafındanda 
görüldüğü halde neşriyata geçmemiş bulunan bu kaya 
kabartmasının varlığından bize haberdar eden Silifke 
Müzesi Müdürü Saym Mehmet Belen’e teşekkürü 
borç biliriz.

2 Reliefin zeminden oldukça yüksekte yer alması 
kat’i ölçüler alınmasını zorlaştırmaktadır.

yimli, elleri öne uzanmış durumda göste­
rilmiş, muhtemelen bir kadm figürünü 
tasvir eden relief 140 cm. kadar uzunluk­
tadır (Res. 4). Figürün gözleri cepheden, 
badem şeklinde ve iri işlenmiş, elleri ve 
başlığının uç tarafı muhtemelen aşağıdan 
atılan taşlarla kırılmıştır. Burnu da iri 
gösterilmiş olan figürün ellerinde herhangi 
bir obje bulunup bulunmadığı kesinlikle 
anlaşılmamakla beraber, büyük ihtimalle 
sol eliyle bir ağaç dalı tutmaktadır. Giyimi 
yönünden sade gösterilmiş bulunan figür 
bir dini tören kıyafeti ile tasvir edilmiş 
olsa gerektir3. Eserde, figürün yüz işle­
nişinin detayları pek belirgin değildir.

Keben’de olduğu gibi Kilikya ve yakın 
çevresindeki diğer Hitit çağı kaya relief- 
lerininde çoğunlukla ırmak yada su kenar­
larında yer aldıkları görülmektedir. Ör­
neğin; Sirkeli4, Gezbeli5, Karasu6, Ef­
latun pm ar7 ve İvriz8 bu konuda verile­
bilecek misallerin en belli başlıları kabul 
edilebilirler. Bu relieflerin Hitit İmpara­
torluk çağı (M.Ö. 1450-1200) ile Geç 
Hitit çağlarmda (1200-700) vücuda geti­
rilmiş oldukları göz önünde bulunduru­
larak Keben reliefininde bu süre içinde 
yapılmış olduğuna muhakkak nazarı ile 
bakılabilir. Ancak eserin M.Ö. 1400-700 
yılları arasındaki ortalama 700 yıllık süre­

3 Krş. E. Akurgal, The Hittites, 1962, Pl. 114.
4 Aynı eser, s. 115 PI. XX.
8 U. B. Alkım, Anatolie 1 (Archaeologia Mundi), 

1968, Pl. 112-3.
6 C. A. Burney, G. R. J. Lawson, AS. VIII (1958). 

Pl. XXXIV.b.
7 E. Akurgal, The Hittites, s. 12 Pl. XXI.
8 Aynı eser, s. 141, Pl. XXIV.
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nin hangi safhasında vücuda getirilmiş 
olduğunu kesinlikle saptamak oldukça 
zordur. Keben reliefinin yüzü maalesef 
stil kritiği için yeterli ip uçları vermemek­
tedir. Buna rağmen tarihi verilere dayanı­
larak Kilikya’nın Hitit krallık çağında 
tamamen bu krallığın hegemonyası altmda 
olduğu ve bu çağdan, gerek Tarsus kazı­
larından elde edilen önemli buluntular 9 ve 
gerekse Sirkeli’deki Kral Muvattali’nin 
kaya reliefi10 11, keza Gezbeli11 ve Hemite 
kaya reliefleri12 vs. gibi eserler göz 
önünde bulundurularak, Keben kaya ka- 
bartmasımnda Hitit İmparatorluk çağma

tarihlenmesi pek hatalı olmasa gerektir. 
Arami etkileri taşımadığı halde, figürün 
burnunun alnın devamı halinde, kemerli 
ve iri gösterilmiş olması bu husustaki 
kanaatimize destek olmaktadır (Fes. 4) 13.

Reliefin yakm çevresinde yapılan satıh 
araştırmaları civarda herhangi bir Hitit 
çağı iskânmm mevcut olmadığım ortaya 
koymuştur. Ancak, relieften 300 m. kadar 
aşağıda, Göksu vadisine inen sırtlarda 
birkaç adet Roma çağı için karakteristik 
kayaya oyulmuş oda mezarına, satıhta ise 
bazı Roma çağı keramik parçalarına rast­
lanılmıştır.

9 H. Goldman, Excavations at Gözlükule, Tar­
sus, II. Text, 1956, s. 242 vd; PI. II, Fig. 401-8, 456.

10 Bak. dipnot 4.
11 Bak. dipnot 5.
12 Kadirli’yi Osmaniye’ye bağlayan yol güzer­

gâhında ve Ceyhan nehri kıyısındaki Hemite köyü 
civarında yer alan bu kaya reliefi için Bak. U. B. 
Alkım. Anatolie I, s. 220. 13 Krş. E. Akurgal, The Hittites, Pl. 65.


