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Abstract
#KN�PDA�H=OP�BKNPU�UA=NO�?KIIQJEPEAO�KB�SKIAJ�LANBKN-
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,B� PDAOA�łRA� PDAIAO� PDA�łNOP�@AIKJOPN=PAO�DKS�IQOE?�
OEILHU�DAHLO�L=NPE?EL=JPO�NAPQNJ�PK�=�OP=PA�KB�?=HI�KN�PDA�
OP=PQO�MQK��1DA�OQ>OAMQAJP� PDAIAO�LNKCNAOO� PK� PDA�łBPD�
=J@�łJ=H�PDAIA�PD=P�=??KILHEODAO�=�DA=HEJC�KB�@AALOA=PA@�
L=EJ�LNK@Q?A@�>U�S=N�=J@�L=J@AIE?��-ANBKNI=J?A�LNK-
RAO�PK�>A�=�LKPAJP�=J@�LKSANBQH�BKN?A�PD=P�SKIAJ�@ALHKU�
@ABPHU�=J@�?NA=PERAHU��*QOE?�=?DEARAO�=�OLA?E=H�LQNLKOA�=O�
PDAOA�SKIAJ�IKRA�PDAEN�=Q@EAJ?AO�=S=U�BNKI�PDA�PKNPQ-
KQO�L=EJ�PD=P�PDA�?=H=IEPEAO�D=RA�?NA=PA@�=J@�DAHL�PDAI�PK�
=?DEARA�DA=HPDEAN�=J@�D=LLEAN�HERAO�

Keywords:�*QOE?�=J@�S=N�*QOE?�=J@�L=J@AIE?�*QOE?�=O�
LANOQ=OEKJ�*QOE?�=J@�-10!�Ġ-KOP�1N=QI=PE?�0PNAOO�!EOKN-
@AN
�)E>ANE=�(LAHHA�LAKLHA�!E=OLKN=�?KIIQJEPU�/ABQCAA�
?=IL

#KN�PDA�H=OP�BKNPU�UA=NO�>ACEJJEJC�EJ�PDA�H=PA�����O�=J@�ATPAJ@EJC�PK�PDA�
LNAOAJP�)E>ANE=J�SKIAJ�LANBKNIANO�HK?=PA@�EJ�)E>ANE=�=J@�PDA�2JEPA@�0P=-
PAO�D=RA�AJ@QNA@�>KPD�=J�ATPAJ@A@�?EREH�S=N�=J@�PDA�">KH=�L=J@AIE?��&�D=RA�
>AAJ�LNEREHACA@�PK�?KJ@Q?P�APDJKCN=LDE?�łAH@�NAOA=N?D�EJ�)E>ANE=�4AOP��BNE-
?=�L=NPE?QH=NHU�=IKJC�PDA�(LAHHA�LAKLHA�EJ��KJC�=J@�*KJPOANN=@K�=O�SAHH�=O�
EJ�PDA�@E=OLKN=�?KIIQJEPU�KB�-DEH=@AHLDE=�-AJJOUHR=JE=�EJ�PDA�2JEPA@�0P=-
PAO��!N=SEJC�KJ�PDKOA�@EBł?QHP�ARAJPO�SKIAJ�LANBKNIANO�EJ�L=NPE?QH=N�D=RA�
OQJC�LH=UA@�EJOPNQIAJPO�OQ?D�=O�PDA�CKQN@�N=PPHA�=J@�LANBKNIA@�LKSANBQHHU�
EJ�KN@AN�PK�IKRA�=J@�?D=JCA�PDA�DKNNEł?�O?AJAO�EJ�SDE?D�PDAU�D=RA�NALA=PA@-
HU� BKQJ@� PDAIOAHRAO�=J@� PDAEN� H=NCAN�?KIIQJEPU��4DAPDAN� PDAU�D=RA�>AAJ�
?KJBNKJPA@�>U�?EREH�S=N�KN�>U�=�BNECDPAJEJC�DA=HPD�?KJP=CEKJ�HEGA�">KH=�PDAU�
D=RA�I=@A�IQOE?�GAU�PK�HEREJC�PDNKQCD�PDA�OEPQ=PEKJ�EJ�OPNAJCPD�=J@�PK�?NA=-
PEJC�?D=JCA��1DA�)E>ANE=J�?EREH�S=N�SDE?D�>AC=J�EJ������=J@�?KJPEJQA@�QJPEH�
�����=O�SAHH�=O�PDA�">KH=�ALE@AIE?�SDE?D�H=OPA@�BNKI�����������LNKRA@�PK�
>A�PEIAO�KB�ATPNAIA�OPNAOO�=J@�PAJOEKJ��1DAOA�NAOEHEAJP�OEJCANO�AJC=CA@�IQOE?�
=O�=�SA=LKJ�=J@�PDAU�@ALHKUA@�IQOE?�@QNEJC�PDEO�S=N�=J@�PDA�L=J@AIE?�PD=P�
BKHHKSA@�=�BAS�UA=NO�H=PAN��1DAEN�ATLANEAJ?A�EO�SKNPDU�KB�KQN�EJPNKOLA?PEKJ�=O�
APDJKIQOE?KHKCEOPO��1DANA�=NA�HAOOKJO�PK�>A�HA=NJA@�=O�SA�?KJPEJQA�PK�ATLHKNA�
LANBKNI=J?A�EJ�EPO�NE?D�=J@�R=NEA@�@EIAJOEKJO���J@�PDANA�=NA�?ANP=EJHU�L=N=H-
HAHO�PK�PDA�@EBł?QHP�?EN?QIOP=J?AO�PD=P�SKIAJ�=NKQJ@�PDA�SKNH@�D=RA�AJ@QNA@�
BNKI�PDA�"=OPANJ�*A@EPANN=JA=J�PK��BNE?=�=J@�>AUKJ@�
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&�SKQH@�HEGA�PK�?KJOE@AN�łRA�PDAIAO�PD=P�D=RA�AIANCA@�BNKI�PDA�S=N�=J@
L=J@AIE?�EJ�)E>ANE=�
Liberian women have sung, danced, and performed to
themselves and their audiences during both pandemic and war.
4DAJ�?KIIQJEPEAO�D=RA�>AAJ�AT?EPA@�>U�PDA�>ENPD�KB�=�?DEH@�NAHEARA@�>U�

PDA�NAPQNJ�KB�=�B=IEHU�IAI>AN�BNKI�KRANOA=O�KN�>QN@AJA@�>U�PDA�@A=PD�KB�=�
B=IEHU�IAI>AN�IQOE?E=JO�=J@�PDAEN�ATPAJ@A@�?KIIQJEPEAO�D=RA�OA=N?DA@�BKN�
=�PK�=J�EJJAN�LA=?A�PDNKQCD�I=GEJC�IQOE?�PKCAPDAN��1DA�AIKPEKJO�PD=P�=NA�
OPENNA@�>U� HEBA�O�R=NEKQO�ARAJPO�?=J�>A�?=HIA@�SEPD�LANBKNI=J?A��1DEO� E@A=�
S=O�L=NPE?QH=NHU�SAHH�A?DKA@�>U�$A�SAHE�SQH=�=�>H=?GOIEPD�=J@�NEPQ=H�OLA?E-
=HEOP�SDK�ATLNAOOA@�PDA�EILKNP=J?A�KB�LANBKNI=J?A�EJ�PDEO�S=Uġ

Menii nga golong e pilang wule mai,
4D=P�&�GJKS�=>KQP�OKJC

e kula lii-soli su.
EP�?=IA�BNKI�O=@JAOO�

...A nee i wolo, i meni kelee ke,
���"RAJ�EB�UKQ�?NU�UKQ�@K�ARANUPDEJC

fee no i pele-ke.
UKQ�IQOP�LANBKNI�

...Ilii a soli, ifa see tong ngono,
���&B�UKQN�DA=NP�DQNPO�UKQ�?=J�P�OEP�MQEAPHU�=C=EJ

Kelee, bifoo ba see tong, fee no i wule too.
�QP�>ABKNA�UKQ�OEP�MQEAPHU�UKQ�IQOP�OEJC�Ġ0PKJA�����ġ���
�

4DAJ�PDA�)E>ANE=J�?EREH�S=N�>NKGA�KQP�7=UA�1APA�Ġ1APA�����
�=�NAJKS-
JA@�OEJCAN� BNKI�PDA�)E>ANE=J�+=PEKJ=H� QHPQN=H�1NKQLA�SDK�JKS�HERAO� EJ�
-DEH=@AHLDE=�ŃA@�PK�=�NABQCAA�?=IL�EJ�JAECD>KNEJC� KPA�@�&RÊENA�SEPD�DAN�
B=IEHU��!AOLEPA�PDA�@EBł?QHP�HEREJC�?KJ@EPEKJO�EJ�PDA�?=IL�=J@�PDA�DKNNEBUEJC�
NALKNPO�KB�S=N�BNKI�DKIA�ODA�KNC=JEVA@�OKIA�UKQJC�CENHO�=NKQJ@�DAN�=J@�
>AC=J�PK�PA=?D�PDAI�OKJCO�=J@�PDA�@=J?AO�PD=P�łP�SEPD�PDA�OKJCO��!=EHU�ODA�
NADA=NOA@�SEPD�PDA�CENHO�=J@�PKCAPDAN�PDAU�DAHLA@�PK�>NEJC�OKIA�OAI>H=J?A�
KB�OP=>EHEPU�PK�PDAEN�AIKPEKJ=H�HERAO��&J�B=?P�=BPAN�=�SDEHA�PDA�2JEPA@�+=PEKJO�
=CAJ?U�PD=P�S=O�SKNGEJC�SEPD�NABQCAAO�LNKRE@A@�OKIA�BQJ@EJC�OK�PD=P�ODA�
S=O�=>HA�PK�I=GA�=�RE@AK�KB�PDA�LANBKNIEJC�CENHO�=J@�PK�@EOPNE>QPA�PD=P�RE@AK�
>AUKJ@�PDA�?=IL��4DANARAN�EJ�PDA�SKNH@�PD=P�)E>ANE=JO�BKQJ@�PDAIOAHRAO�
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PDAU�EJR=NE=>HU�=J@�EJOPEJ?PERAHU�PQNJA@�PK�IQOE?�I=GEJC�PK�?AJPAN�=J@�OP=>E-
HEVA�PDAIOAHRAO�=O�PDAU�OA=N?DA@�BKN�LA=?A�=J@�SAHH>AEJC��-ANBKNIEJC�PKCAP-
DAN�LNKRA@�AOOAJPE=H� BKN� PDAEN�?=HI�=J@�IAJP=H�DA=HPD�=J@� PDAU�OD=NA@� PDA�
LKSAN�EP�>NKQCDP�PK�PDAI�=J@�PK�PDAEN�?KIIQJEPU�
��@A?=@A�=BPAN� PDA� HKJC�?EREH�S=N�?KJ?HQ@A@� PDA�">KH=�ALE@AIE?�>NKGA�

KQP��4DAJ�&�SAJP�PK�)E>ANE=�FQOP�=O�PDA�ALE@AIE?�S=O�?KJ?HQ@EJC�EJ������&�
IAP�SEPD�PDA�(LAHHA�?DKEN�IAI>ANO�=P�0P��-APAN�O�)QPDAN=J� DQN?D�EJ�*KJ-
NKRE=�Ġ-DKPKO���=J@��
��1DAU�NA?KQJPA@�PK�IA�DKS�?NEPE?=H�OEJCEJC�D=@�>AAJ�
BKN� PDAI�@QNEJC�PDA�ALE@AIE?��1DKQCD�PDAU�?KQH@J�P�LDUOE?=HHU� PKQ?D�KJA�
=JKPDAN�=P�PDA�PEIA�PDAEN�OEJCEJC�S=O�O=BA�=J@�EB�PDAU�O=P�=LLNKLNE=PAHU�OL=-
?A@� PDAU�?KQH@�?KJJA?P�SEPD�KJA�=JKPDAN�=J@�>NEJC�=�OAJOA�KB� OANAJEPU� PK�
PDAIOAHRAO�=P�PDEO�?D=HHAJCEJC�PEIA��Ġ0PKJA�����Ģ�0PKJA�����
��Ġ&P�EO�EILKN-
P=JP�PK�JKPA�DANA�PD=P�">KH=�S=O�OLNA=@�LNEI=NEHU�>U�>K@EHU�ŃQE@O�=J@�JKP�
>U�=EN>KNJA�@NKLHAPO�=O�EO�PDA�?=OA�SEPD� KNKJ=�RENQO�����1DQO�PDA�L=PDO�KB�
?KJP=CEKJ�SANA�OHECDPHU�@EBBANAJP�OK�PD=P�OEJCEJC�SKQH@�JKP�>A�=O�O=BA�=�BKNI�
KB�?KJJA?PEKJ�@QNEJC�PDA� KRE@����L=J@AIE?�


*QOE?�OANRA@�OARAN=H�KPDAN�NKHAO�PD=P�IKRA�>AUKJ@�?=HIEJC�=J@�?AJPANEJC
?KIIQJEPEAO�
Performance has informed and educated people during crises.
*QOE?E=JO�HEGA�'QHEA�"J@AA�?KILKOA@�=J@�LANBKNIA@�OKJCO�PK�LNKRE@A�EI-

LKNP=JP�@AP=EHO�=>KQP�PDA�">KH=�@EOA=OA��1DAOA�@AP=EHO�SANA�LNAOAJPA@�EJ�=LLA-
=HEJC�OKJCO�PD=P�DAHLA@�PK�?KQJPAN�IEOEJBKNI=PEKJ�PD=P�?EN?QH=PA@�RE=�NQIKNO�
KJ�OK?E=H�IA@E=��'QHEA�"J@AA�SKNGA@�SEPD�PDA�)E>ANE=J�*EJEOPNU�KB�%A=HPD�
=J@�KQPOE@A�JKJ�CKRANJIAJP=H�=CAJ?EAO�PK�PN=RAH�PK�=NA=O�=NKQJ@�)E>ANE=�PK�
LANBKNI�PDAOA�OKJCO�=O�SAHH�=O�PK�@EOPNE>QPA�PDA�OKJCO�RE=�?KIL=?P�@EO?O�Ġ !O
�
=J@�KPDAN�IA@E=��-AND=LO�PDA�IKOP�B=IKQO�KB�DAN�OKJCO�S=O�ļ">KH=�EO�/A=H��
SDE?D�S=O�?KILKOA@�EJ�"JCHEOD�EJ�=�����O�OPUHA�KB�LKLQH=N�IQOE?�Ġ"J@AA�
����
�

*U�LAKLHA�">KH=�EO�EJ�)E>ANE=�
">KH=�EO�NA=H�
">KH=�?=J�GEHH�
)AP�O�LNKPA?P�KQNOAHRAO�KD�
 DKNQOġ
">KH=�EO�NA=H�
)AP�O�LNKPA?P�KQNOAHRAO�=J@�KQN�B=IEHU�
">KH=�?=J�GEHH�
&P�D=O�JK�?QNA�>QP�EP�?=J�>A�LNARAJPA@�
">KH=�">KH=�
)AP�O�łCDP�EP�PKCAPDAN�
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)AP�O�łCDP�EP�PKCAPDAN�
">KH=�">KH=�
)AP�O�LNKPA?P�KQNOAHRAO�KQN�B=IEHU�=J@�KQN�J=PEKJ�
�HS=UO�S=OD�UKQN�D=J@O�SEPD�OK=L�=J@�S=PAN�
�HS=UO�?KKG�UKQN�BKK@�RANU�SAHH�
$K�PK�PDA�DA=HPD�B=?EHEPU�=JUPEIA�UKQ�D=RA�DA=@=?DA�BARAN�LEJGAUA
!E=NNDA=�NA@�AUAO�RKIEPEJC�Ġ0PKJA�����ġ��
�

*QOE?E=J�"J@AA�A@Q?=PA@�SEPD�CN=LDE?�=J@�OLA?Eł?�@AP=EHO�=O�ODA�OLAHHA@�
KQP�PDA�OUILPKIO�KB�">KH=�=J@�PDA�OPALO�PD=P�PDA�=Q@EAJ?A�ODKQH@�P=GA�PK�
LNARAJP�PDA�@EOA=OA�

1DA�PDEN@�PDAIA�PD=P�EO�?NEPE?=H�PK�?KJOE@AN�EO�PDA�BKHHKSEJCġ
Music has become a medium for truth telling when speech was
possible
4DAJ�&�=NNERA@�EJ�)E>ANE=�PK�>ACEJ�=�#QH>NECDP�NAOA=N?D�BAHHKSODEL�EJ������

PDA�?KQJPNU�S=O�KJ�PDA�A@CA�KB�S=N�� DA?GLKEJPO�D=@�>AAJ�OAP�QL�=HH�=HKJC�
PDA�I=FKN�NK=@O�=J@�?KIIK@EPEAO�OQ?D�=O�C=OKHEJA�SANA�@EBł?QHP�PK�K>P=EJ��
1DA�O?AJA�@EBBANA@�OD=NLHU�BNKI�IU�IAIKNEAO�KB�CNKSEJC�QL�EJ�)E>ANE=�SDA-
NA�&�D=@�HERA@�=O�=�?DEH@�BNKI�PDA�=CA�KB�PDNAA�QJPEH�PSAHRA��!QNEJC�PDKOA�UA=NO�
&�D=@�OLAJP�?=NABNAA�DKQNO�LH=UEJC�SEPD�IU�)E>ANE=J�?KQJPANL=NPO�=J@�REOEPEJC�
JA=N>U�B=NIO�KN�?NAAGO�PK�ATLANEAJ?A�@=EHU�HEBA�=NKQJ@�PDA�?KKGEJC�łNAO���QP�
JKS�EJ�PDA�H=PA�����O�PDA�OEJCANO�BNKI�PDA�0P��-APAN�O�)QPDAN=J�(LAHHA� DKEN�
?=IA�PK�REOEP�IA�=J@�OLKGA�EJ�SDEOLANA@�PKJAO�=>KQP�PDAEN�B=IEHU�IAI>ANO�
SDK�D=@�>AAJ�OAEVA@�>U�PDA�@E?P=PKN�0=IQAH�!KA�=J@�LH=?A@�EJ�LNEOKJ��1DAU�
KBPAJ�=NNERA@�@ENA?PHU�BNKI�REOEPEJC�=J�EJ?=N?AN=PA@�NAH=PERA�=J@�NALKNPA@�KJ�
PDA� EJ?NA=OEJCHU� PAJOA� OEPQ=PEKJ� EJ� PDA�LNEOKJ� =J@� EJ�*KJNKRE=� PDA� ?=LEP=H�
?EPU�
,JA�@=U�&�=PPAJ@A@�=�BQJAN=H�BKN�=�>AHKRA@�ATL=PNE=PA�'=IAO�6��$>=N>A=�

SDK�D=@�@EA@�EJ�ATEHA�EJ�PDA�2JEPA@�0P=PAO��%EO�>K@U�S=O�>NKQCDP�>=?G�PK�
)E>ANE=�=J@�PDA�(LAHHA�?DKEN�HA@�>U�#AIA�+AJE�(KHA�O=JC�EJ�?HKOAHU�PEIA@�
LNA?EOEKJ�=O�PDAU�I=NGA@�PDEO�@A=PD�KB�=�BKNIAN�CKRANJIAJP�IEJEOPAN�SDK�0=-
IQAH�!KA�?KJOE@ANA@�PK�>A�=�@=JCANKQO�IAI>AN�KB�PDA�KLLKOEPEKJ�PK�DEO�NQHA��
0KIASD=P� =OPKJEODEJCHU�#AIA� PDA� RK?=H� OKHKEOP� KB� PDA� ?DKEN� O=JC�SKN@O�
OQ?D�=O�ļ!KA�IQOP�CK��=J@�ļ'AOQO�EO�PDA�>EC�>EC�VKK�ĠNEPQ=H�LNEAOP
���&J�PDAOA�
LDN=OAO�ODA�S=O�?D=HHAJCEJC�PDA�LKSAN�KB�PDA�@E?P=PKN�=J@�ATLNAOOEJC�PD=P�JKP�
KJHU�SKQH@�DA�>A�NAIKRA@�BNKI�LKSAN�>QP�PD=P�'AOQO�=� DNEOPE=J�@AEPU�S=O�
=�IKNA�LKSANBQH�S=NNEKN�PD=J�PDA�IKNP=H�DQI=J�!KA�=J@�SKQH@�QHPEI=PAHU�
PNEQILD��0DA�S=O�OEJCEJC�SD=P�JK�LANOKJ�?KQH@�D=RA�OLKGAJ�SEPDKQP�NEOGEJC�
EILNEOKJIAJP���QP�>U�SAHH�=??ALPA@�?KJRAJPEKJ�EJ�)E>ANE=�=P�PDA�PEIA�#AIA�
?KQH@�OEJC�PDA�PNQPD�=O�ODA�QJ@ANOPKK@�EP�>QP�SDE?D�?KQH@�JKP�KPDANSEOA�>A�
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RKE?A@��&J�PDEO� EJOP=J?A�SKIAJ�AILHKUA@�IQOE?�=O�=� BKNI�KB�PNQPD�PAHHEJC�
=J@�=�S=U�PK�LQ>HE?EVA�PDA�SE@AHU�OD=NA@�REASO�KB�PDA�)E>ANE=J�?EPEVAJO��1DAOA�
IQOE?E=JO�GJAS�PDAU�D=@�HE?AJOA�BKN�ATLNAOOEKJ�>QP�PDAU�JARANPDAHAOO�PKKG�
NEOGO�PK�ATLNAOO�PDAEN�REASO�=>KQP�SD=P�S=O�NECDP�=J@�SD=P�JAA@A@�PK�?D=JCA�
EJ� PDEO�?KJŃE?P�OEPQ=PEKJ��1DAU�@E@�JKP�OEILHU�OEP�>U�=O�RE?PEIO�>QP�N=PDAN�
SA=LKJEVA@�IQOE?�PK�AJC=CA�SEPD�=�@E?P=PKN�
&P�EO�REP=H�PK�JKPA�PD=P�IQOE?�D=O�>AAJ�AILHKUA@�EJ�=J=HKCKQO�S=UO�EJ�KPDAN�

LKHEPE?=H�OPNQCCHAO�=NKQJ@�PDA�SKNH@�KRAN�PDA�?AJPQNEAO��4A�JAA@�KJHU�PDEJG�
KB�PDA�OLENEPQ=HO�PD=P��BNE?=J��IANE?=J�OH=RAO�O=JC�SDANA�PDAEN�PATPO�SANA�@EO-
CQEOA@�IAOO=CAO�PK�KJA�=JKPDAN��4A�?=J�=HOK�NA?=HH�PDA�HKJC�UA=NO�KB�OPNQCCHA�
EJ�0KI=HE=�SDAJ�LKAPO�O=JC�?KILKOEPEKJO�PD=P�OKIAPEIAO�OANRA@�PK�@ALKOA�
NQHANO�SDAJ�=Q@EAJ?AO�DA=N@�PDAOA�OKJCO�>NK=@?=OP�KJ�PDA�N=@EK�
#AIA�+AJE�(KHA�?KILKOA@�DAN�OKJCO�=P�'=IAO�$>=N>A=�O�BQJAN=H�EJ������

=J@�O=JC�PDAI�>KH@HU�SEPD�PDA�NAOP�KB�PDA�?DKEN�NAOLKJ@EJC�=NKQJ@�DAN��1DA�
H=NCA�?NKS@�KB�=PPAJ@AAO�I=NRAHA@�=P�DAN�=Q@=?EPU�PK�PAHH�PDA�PNQPD�>KPD�OEILHU�
=J@�@ENA?PHU�EB�PDAU�>QP�HEOPAJA@�?=NABQHHU��#AIA�D=@�>AAJ�PK�PDA�HK?=H�LNEOKJO�
PK�REOEP�B=IEHU�IAI>ANO�PD=P�0=IQAH�!KA�D=@�HK?GA@�QL�BKN�=HHACA@�KBBAJOAO�
=J@�ODA�JKS�BKQCDP�>=?G�SEPD�DAN�RKE?A�SEPD�PDA�>=?GEJC�KB�PDA�NAOP�KB�PDA�
SKIAJ�EJ�PDA�?DKEN��0DA�GJAS�PD=P�SD=P�PDAU�O=JC�=>KQP�SKQH@�OLNA=@�B=N�
>AUKJ@�PDA�S=HHO�KB�PDA�?DQN?D��0DA�S=O�PAHHEJC�PDA�PNQPD�=O�ODA�QJ@ANOPKK@�EP�
EJ�=�LKSANBQH�S=U�=J@�LQODEJC�>=?G�=C=EJOP�PDA�EJFQOPE?A�PD=P�ODA�LAN?AERA@�
D=@�>AAJ�EJŃE?PA@�KJ�DAN�?KIIQJEPU�
#AIA�O=JC�PDA�PNQPD�=O�ODA�GJAS�EP�=P�=�L=NPE?QH=N�BQJAN=H�EJ�PDA�LANEK@�HA=-

@EJC�QL�PK�PDA�KQP>NA=G�KB�PDA�)E>ANE=J�?EREH�S=N��0KIA�SKIAJ�?=NNEA@�IQOE?�
I=GEJC�ARAJ�BQNPDAN�=O�PDAU�LANOEOPAJPHU�=J@�NALA=PA@HU�SKNGA@�PK�>AJ@�PDAEN�
KLLKJAJPO�PK�PDAEN�SEHH�

1DEO�HA=@O�QO�PK�PDA�BKQNPD�PDAIA�PK�LKJ@ANġ
Music making has been deployed as a critical tool of persuasion.

0EJCEJC�BKN�=� A=OAłNA
4DEHA�#AIA�=J@�KPDAN�OEJCANO�ATLNAOOA@�GAU�E@A=O�=>KQP�PDA�LKHEPE?=H�OE-

PQ=PEKJ�HA=@EJC�QL�PK�PDA�KQP>NA=G�KB�PDA�)E>ANE=J�?EREH�S=N�=O�PDAU�LAN?AERA@�
EP�KPDAN�SKIAJ�OEJCANO�IKRA@�>AUKJ@�PNQPD�PAHHEJC�PK�LANOEOPAJPHU�LANBKNI�
EJ�KN@AN�PK�LANOQ=@A�PDA�S=NNEJC�OE@AO�=P�PDA�AJ@�KB�PDA�S=N�PK�OECJ�=�@QN=>HA�
LA=?A�PNA=PU�=O�PDA�)E>ANE=J�?EREH�S=N�D=@�CNKQJ@�KJ�KRAN�PDA�UA=NO�BKN�IKNA�
PD=J�=�@A?=@A���J� EJPANB=EPD� EJPANAPDJE?�CNKQL�KB�SKIAJ� HA@�>U�)AUI=D�
$>KSAA�?K�SEJJAN�KB�PDA������+K>AH�-A=?A�-NEVA�>AC=J�PK�B=OP�=J@�LN=U�
=J@�OEJC�=HKJC�PDA�I=EJ�DECDS=U�HA=@EJC�EJPK�PDA�?=LEPKH�?EPU�KB�*KJNKRE=��
1DAU�NALA=PA@�PDEO�=?P�@=EHU�=J@�SEPDKQP�?A=OEJC�=O�PDAU�QNCA@�PDA�R=NEKQO�
HA=@ANO� PK� OPKL� PDA� łCDPEJC� =J@� GEHHEJC�� )A=@ANO� KB� PDA�SKIAJ�O� ?K=HEPEKJ�
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PN=RAHA@�PK��??N=�$D=J=�PK�@AIKJOPN=PA�=P�PDA�AJPN=J?A�PK�PDA�LA=?A�JACKPE-
=PEKJO�SDANA�NALNAOAJP=PERAO�BNKI�OARAN=H�?KQJPNEAO�BNKI�=NKQJ@�PDA�SKNH@�
SANA�C=PDANA@��1DAEN�ABBKNPO�D=RA�>AAJ�@K?QIAJPA@�EJ�PDA�łHI�-N=U�PDA�!AREH�
>=?G�PK�%AHH�SDE?D�RERE@HU�LKNPN=UO�PDAEN�ABBKNPO��&J�PDEO�?=OA� PDA�SKIAJ�
D=@�>NKQCDP�PKCAPDAN�IQHPELHA�?KHHA=CQAO�BNKI�@EBBANAJP�>=?GCNKQJ@O�SDK�
SANA�IQ?D�IKNA�JQIANKQO�PD=J�PDA�OI=HH�?DKEN�PD=P�#AIA�D=@�HA@�SDAJ�ODA�
OP=NPA@�DAN�PNQPD�PAHHEJC�FQOP�>ABKNA�PDA�S=N�>NKGA�KQP��+KS�PDA�SKIAJ�SANA�
@EOLENEPA@�=J@�SKNJ�KQP�BNKI�UA=NO�KB�@A=PD�=J@�@AOPNQ?PEKJ��1DAU�>=J@A@�
PKCAPDAN�EJ�=�>KH@�IKRA�PD=P�QHPEI=PAHU�EJŃQAJ?A@�PDA�LA=?A�PD=P�S=O�ODKNPHU�
OECJA@�KJ��QCQOP���������=J@�QHPEI=PAHU�AJ@QNA@�Ġ/APE?GAN�=J@�!EOJAU�����
�

Singing to Disarm Former Soldiers
�O�)E>ANE=JO�>AC=J� PK�NA>QEH@� PDAEN�?KQJPNU�=J@�PK�NA?KJJA?P�SEPD�KJA�

=JKPDAN�I=JU�AT�OKH@EANO�NAP=EJA@�PDAEN�SA=LKJO��-AKLHA�BA=NA@�PD=P�PDAOA�
AT�?KI>=P=JPO�IECDP�P=GA�QL�PDAEN�=NIO�=J@�NAOQIA�?KJŃE?P��*=NEA�+U=J-
>K�=J@�1KG=U�1KI=D�SKNGA@�=HKJC�SEPD�PDA�2JEPA@�+=PEKJO�LA=?AGAALANO�
SDK�SANA� OP=PEKJA@� EJ�)E>ANE=�� 1DAU� PN=RAHA@� PDNKQCDKQP�)E>ANE=� OEJCEJC�
PK�PDAOA�BKNIAN�S=NNEKNO�=J@�NEOGA@�PDAEN�HERAO�EJ�PDA�LNK?AOO���J@�PDKQCD�
PDEO�S=O�@=JCANKQO�SKNG�>KPD�SKIAJ�SANA�MQEPA�OQ??AOOBQH�EJ�?KJREJ?EJC�
UKQJC�IAJ�SEPD�PDAEN�OEJCEJC�=J@�EJ�DAHLEJC�PDAI�@A?E@A�PK�@EO=NI��4DEHA�
PDA�)E>ANE=J�EJPANB=EPD�CNKQL�KB�SKIAJ�O=JC�PK�>NEJC�=>KQP�PDA�LA=?A�PNA=PU�
PDAU�AILHKUA@�LANOQ=OEKJ�PDNKQCD�=�H=NCA�AJOAI>HA�LANBKNI=J?A���QP�=BPAN�
PDA�S=N�*=NEA�=J@�1KG=U�LANBKNIA@�KJ�=�RANU�OI=HH�O?=HA�ARAJ�=O�PDAU�?KJ-
PEJQA@�AOOAJPE=H�P=OGO�KB�NAPNEAREJC�SA=LKJO�PDNKQCD�IQOE?=H�IAOO=CAO���J@�
*=NEA�?KILKOA@�=�OKJC�ļ1Q=��Ġ4=N
�PD=P�ODA�O=JC�PK�LANOQ=@A�?KIIQJEPEAO�
PD=P�PDAU�ODKQH@�SAH?KIA�PDAEN�?DEH@NAJ�>=?G�DKIA�?DEH@NAJ�SDK�EJ�I=JU�
?=OAO�D=@�>AAJ�BKN?A@�>U�PDA�S=N�HKN@O�PK�łCDP�=J@�?KIIEP�DKNNE>HA�=PNK?EPEAO�
@QNEJC�PDA�łCDPEJC�Ġ0D=LENK�-DEI�����ġ��
��1DANA�SANA�=�N=JCA�KB�P=OGO�PK�
>A�=??KILHEODA@�=BPAN�PDA�S=N�=J@�IQOE?E=JO�BKNIA@�=J�AOOAJPE=H�?KNA�KB�PDA�
SKNGANO�PD=P�OAP�=>KQP�PK�LANBKNI�PDAOA�P=OGO�KB�LA=?A�=J@�NA?KJ?EHE=PEKJ�

1DA�ABBA?PO�KB�S=N�=J@�L=J@AIE?�D=RA�D=@�=�HKJC�H=OPEJC�NA=?D�>AUKJ@�PDA
?A=OA�łNA�LANEK@�=J@�PDA�4KIAJ�O� DKNQO�EJ�PDA�)E>ANE=J�?KIIQJEPU�KB
-DEH=@AHLDE=�D=O�>AAJ�AILHKUEJC�IQOE?�BKN�UAP�=JKPDAN�NA=OKJġ
Music is engaged to combat post-traumatic stress disorders (PTSD)
that frequently manifest within Liberian communities following war
and pandemic.
�=OA@�KJ�APDJKCN=LDE?�NAOA=N?D�PD=P�OARAN=H�KB�PDA�)E>ANE=J�SKIAJ�IQOE-

?E=JO�OQLLKNPA@�>U�PDA�-DEH=@AHLDE=�#KHGHKNA�-NKFA?P�QJ@ANPKKG�EJ�PDA�-DE-
H=@AHLDE=�=NA=�PDAU�@EO?KRANA@�DECD�HARAHO�=J@�I=JU�GEJ@O�KB�=>QOA�P=GEJC�
LH=?A�� 0LKQO=H� =>QOA� AH@AN� =>QOA� =J@� ?DEH@� =>QOA� PKLLA@� PDA� HEOP� KB�SD=P�
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?KIIQJEPU�IAI>ANO�?EPA@�=O�PDAU�PNEA@�PK�NAPQNJ�PK�JKNI=H�HEREJC�BKHHKSEJC�
S=N�=J@�PDAEN�PN=R=EH�EJ�NABQCAA�?=ILO��)KJC�=BPAN�=?PERA�łCDPEJC�JK�HKJCAN�
PDNA=PAJA@�PDAI�=J@�PDAEN�?KIIQJEPU�=J�=NN=U�KB�=CCNAOOEKJ�SEPDEJ�PDA�@E-
=OLKN=�EJ�-DEH=@AHLDE=�LH=CQA@�PDAEN�HERAO��1DAU�=HOK�OQBBANA@�BNKI�@EO?NEIE-
J=PEKJ�=C=EJOP�EIIECN=JPO�EJ�PDA�H=NCAN�QN>=J�=NA=�SDANA�PDAU�D=@�OAPPHA@�
,QP�KB� ?KJ?ANJ� BKN� PDEO�-10!� ĠLKOP� PN=QI=PE?� OPNAOO�@EOKN@AN
� PD=P� PDA�

SKIAJ�D=@�QJ?KRANA@�łRA�)E>ANE=J�OEJCANO�BNKI�-DEH=@AHLDE=�BKNIA@�PDA�
)E>ANE=J�4KIAJ�O� DKNQO� BKN� D=JCA� EJ��������J@�PDEO�?DKNQO�D=O�?KI-
LKOA@� =J@� LANBKNIA@�IQOE?� ARAJ� =O� PDAU� D=RA� ?QN=PA@� ?NEPE?=H� ?KJRANO=PE-
KJO�SEPD�PDAEN�=Q@EAJ?AO�PK�DAHL�ABBA?P�?D=JCA��ļ4A�S=JP�KQN�B=IEHEAO�=J@�
?KIIQJEPU�IAI>ANO�PK�D=RA�=??AOO�PK�EJBKNI=PEKJ�=J@�NAOKQN?AO�PD=P�SEHH�
=HHKS�PDAI�PDA�?D=J?A�PK�ŃKQNEOD�SEPD�@ECJEPU�EJ�PDAEN�=@KLPA@�DKIA��O=UO�
?DKNQO�=NPEOPE?�@ENA?PKN�#=PQ�$=UŃKN��0PKNEAO�ARKGA@�LQ>HE?HU�PDNKQCD�OKJC�
D=RA�>A?KIA�PDA�OP=NPEJC�LKEJP�BKN�?KJRANO=PEKJO�HA=@EJC�PK�LNKLKOEPEKJO�KB�
EI=CEJ=PERA�=J@�EP�EO�DKLA@�NA=HEOPE?�L=PDO�PK�=@@NAOOEJC�LNAOOEJC�?KJ?ANJO�
Ġ-DEH=@AHLDE=�#KHGHKNA�-NKFA?P�����
�
#=PQ�$=UŃKN�D=O�@N=SJ�BNKI�=�OKJC�KB�DAN�UKQPD�PK�SKNG�PDNKQCD�PDA�

OPNAOO� PD=P� ODA� =J@�IAI>ANO� KB� DAN� ?KIIQJEPU� BAAH�� 0DA� D=O�IKH@A@� =J@�
PN=JOBKNIA@�ļ(SAUAJCA��PK�?KJJA?P�DAN�L=OP�EJ�PDA�SKIAJ�O�OA?NAP�OK?EAPU�
SEPD�PDA�?QNNAJP�@EHAII=�SDE?D�ODA�EO�B=?EJC���O�ODA�>ACEJO�DAN�OKHK�ODA�EO�
?=HHEJC�PDA�J=IA�KB�DAN�?DEH@�SDK�ODA�HKOP�EJ�PDA�S=N�=�?DEH@�ODA�D=@�HABP�SEPD�
NAH=PERAO�>QP�SDK�@EO=LLA=NA@�=O�PDAU�SANA�BKN?A@�PK�MQE?GHU�LE?G�QL�=J@�ŃAA�
PDAEN�DKIAO�SDAJ�łCDPEJC�>NKGA�KQP��ļ(SAUAJCA��SAHHO�QL�=O�=�?NU�BKN�DAN�
HKOP�OKJ�PD=P�PDA�?DKNQO�A?DKAO�=J@�NAŃA?PO�PK�DAN���O�ODA�NALA=PO�PDA�?=HH�
DAN�RK?=H�PEI>NA�NAOAI>HAO�>NA=PDHAOO�OK>>EJC�SEPD�DAN�RKE?A�>NA=GEJC��4D=P�
KNECEJ=PA@�=O�=�OKJC�EJ�SDE?D�L=NAJPO�H=IAJPA@�SDAJ�PDAEN�?DEH@NAJ�SAJP�KBB�
EJPK�OA?HQOEKJ�BKN�A@Q?=PEKJ�EJPK�PDA�OA?NAP�OK?EAPU�D=@�JKS�IKNLDA@�EJPK�
#=PQ�O�LANOKJ=H�OPKNU�KB�HKOO�Ġ0PKJA�����ġ���
��0QJC�EJ�(LAHHA�>U�#=PQ�SEPD�
PDA�)4  �>=?GEJC�DAN�PDEO�H=IAJP�>A?=IA�AI>HAI=PE?�BKN�PDA�@AAL�HKOO�PD=P�
#=PQ�ATLANEAJ?AO�QL�PK�PK@=U���O�ODA�O?=JO�=Q@EAJ?AO�PK�OAA�EB�=JUKJA�HKKGO�
HEGA�OKIAKJA�SDK�IECDP�>A�DAN�JKS�=@QHP�OKJ�#=PQ�LNAL=NAO�PDA�=Q@EAJ?A�
BKN�DAN�>KJA�?DEHHEJC�H=IAJP�SEPD�PDA�OPKNU�KB�DKS�ODA�D=@�PK�PN=RAH�=J@�HABP�
DAN�OKJ�SEPD�NAH=PERAO��4DAJ�ODA�?KQH@�JKP�HK?=PA�DAN�OKJ�QLKJ�DAN�NAPQNJ�
ODA�ATLANEAJ?A@�PDA�CQP�SNAJ?DEJC�L=EJ�KB�=�IKPDAN�HKOEJC�DAN�?DEH@�=�L=EJ�
PD=P�?KJPEJQAO�PK�PK@=U��1DA�OPKNU�=J@�ļ(SAUAJCA��>A?KIA�AI>HAI=PE?�=J@�
E?KJE?� BKN� PDA� PN=QI=�PD=P�OK�I=JU� EJ�DAN�=Q@EAJ?A�)E>ANE=J�=J@��BNE?=J�
�IANE?=J�=J@�KPDANO�D=RA�=HOK�GJKSJ�EJ�PDAEN�HERAO��1DA�H=IAJP�KB�ļ(SA-
UAJCA��NAIEJ@O�#=PQ�KB�DAN�HKOO�>QP�EP�=HOK�>ACEJO�PDA�OHKS�LNK?AOO�KB�DA=HEJC�
=O�ODA�CN=@Q=HHU�SKNGO�PK�?KIA�PK�=�LH=?A�KB�LA=?A�=>KQP�SD=P�D=LLAJA@�@Q-
NEJC�PDA�S=N��1DA�LANBKNI=J?A�=HOK�OD=NAO�DAN�@AAL�OA=PA@�CNEAB�SEPD�KPDANO�
=J@�EJ�PD=P�OD=NEJC�DAHLO�PK�>ACEJ�PK�=@@NAOO�PDAEN�PN=QI=�=O�SAHH�
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Conclusion
&�S=JP�PK�>NEJC�PDA�łRA�PDAIAO�PD=P�D=RA�AIANCA@�EJ�PDA�S=N�=J@�L=J@AIE?�

LANEK@O�KB�)E>ANE=�EJPK�?HKOAN�FQTP=LKOEPEKJ�=J@�?KJOE@AN�PDAI�EJ�NAH=PEKJ�PK�
KJA�=JKPDAN��!KEJC�OK�DAHLO�QO�PK�OAA�IKNA�?HA=NHU�DKS�)E>ANE=J�SKIAJ�D=RA�
=?PA@�=O�=CAJPO�KB�OK?E=H�?D=JCA�EJ�PDAOA�PEIAO�KB�S=N�=J@�L=J@AIE?�@QNAOO�
SDAPDAN�PDAU�D=RA�HERA@�EJ�PDAEN�DKIA�?KQJPNU�KN�=>NK=@�

Liberian women have sung, danced, and performed to center
themselves and their audiences during both pandemic and war.
*QOE?�D=O�LNKRE@A@�=�LH=?A�PK�NAPQNJ�PK�=J@�=�S=U�KB�IKREJC�>=?G�PK�=�

?=HI�=J@�?AJPANA@�ATEOPAJ?A��,RAN�PEIA�SKIAJ�D=RA�HA=NJA@�DKS�PK�AILHKU�
IQOE?�ABBA?PERAHU�EJ�PDEO�S=U�JK�I=PPAN�SD=P�PDA�@EONQLPEKJO�PK�PDAEN�HERAO�

Performance has informed and educated people during crises.
*QOE?�D=O�>AAJ�?NQ?E=H�PK�IKREJC�LAKLHA�PK�HA=NJ�=J@�PK�>A?KIA�GJKS-

HA@CA=>HA�EJ�=�?NEOEO��&P�EO�JKP�AJKQCD�PK�OEILHU�NAPQNJ�PK�=�?AJPANEJC�LKEJP��
4KIAJ�D=RA�OQJC�?NA=PERAHU�PK�=??KILHEOD�PDEO�A@Q?=PEKJ�EJ�@AHECDPBQH�=J@�
LH=UBQH�S=UO�

Music has become a medium for truth telling when speech was not
possible.
)E>ANE=J�SKIAJ�D=RA�@ALHKUA@�IQOE?�PK�IKQJP�D=N@�@NEREJC�=J@�OKIA-

PEIAO�@=JCANKQO�?=IL=ECJO�PK�ATLNAOO�SD=P�EO�NECDP�=J@�APDE?=H�=O�PDAU�LAN-
?AERA�EP��&J�PDEO�S=U�IQOE?�EO�OK�IQ?D�IKNA�PD=J�AJPANP=EJIAJP�KN�LHA=O=JP�
AO?=LA��+KS�IQOE?�OAAGO�PK�=??KILHEOD�?NEPE?=H�CK=HO� PD=P�OLA=GEJC�?=JJKP�
>NEJC�=>KQP�

Music making has been deployed as a critical tool of persuasion.
 KQLHA@�SEPD�PDA�PDEN@�PDAIA�KJ?A�LAKLHA�=NA�=S=NA�KB�PDA�PNQPD�=O�IQOE-

?E=JO�D=RA�DAHLA@�PK�?KJRAU�EP�JKS�IQOE?�EO�=HOK�@ALHKUA@�>U�PDAOA�)E>ANE=J�
SKIAJ�PK�LANOQ=@A�LAKLHA�PK�@K�PDEJCO�OQ?D�=O�I=GA�LA=?A��1DAOA�OEJCANO�
QNCA�LAKLHA�PK�@K�IKNA�PD=J�OEILHU�GJKS�PDA�PNQPD�>QP�PDAU�OAAG�EJ�PDAEN�
?NA=PERA�LANBKNI=J?A� PK�LANOQ=@A� PDAI�PK�MQEP�łCDPEJC�KN� PK�CERA�QL� PDAEN�
SA=LKJO�BKN�=�FQOP�NA=OKJ�

Music is engaged to combat post-traumatic stress disorders (PTSD)
that frequently manifest within Liberian communities following war
and pandemic.
1DAOA�LANEK@O�KB�S=N�=J@�L=J@AIE?�D=RA�PDA�ABBA?P�KB�LNK@Q?EJC�@AAL�PN=-

QI=�=J@�OPNAOO�EJ�)E>ANE=J�?KIIQJEPEAO�SDAPDAN�EJ�4AOP��BNE?=�KN��IANE?=�
KN�AHOASDANA���J@�IQOE?� EJ� PDA�łJ=H�=J=HUOEO�DAHLO� PK�=HHARE=PA� PDA� PN=QI=�
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PD=P�EO�@AAL�OA=PA@�EJ�=�?KIIQJEPU��)E>ANE=J�SKIAJ�LANBKNIANO�SKNG�KRAN�
PDA�UA=NO�BKHHKSEJC�PDAOA�ALEOK@AO�KB�OPNAOO�PK�?KQJPAN=?P�PDA�@=I=CA�PD=P�D=O�
>AAJ�SNKQCDP�
&J�?KJOE@ANEJC�PDAOA�łRA�PDAIAO�SA�>AC=J�SDANA�IQOE?�OEILHU�DAHLA@�QO�

PK�NAPQNJ�PK�=�OP=PA�KB�?=HI�EJ�PDA�łNOP�PDAIA�=J@�LNKCNAOOA@�PK�PDA�łBPD�=J@�
łJ=H�PDAIA�SDE?D�SKNGA@�PK�=??KILHEOD�=�DA=HEJC�KB�@AAL�OA=PA@�L=EJ�PD=P�
NAOQHPO�BNKI�PDA�S=N�=J@�L=J@AIE?��&J�?KILHAT�S=UO�PDAOA�SKIAJ�LANBKNIA@�
PK�IKRA�PDAEN�=Q@EAJ?AO�BNKI�PDA�OP=PQO�MQK�=O�PDAU�BKQJ@�EP�PK�=�IKNA�LANBA?P�
OP=PA�PD=P�PDAU�EI=CEJA@�LKOOE>HA�PK�=PP=EJ��!QNEJC�KN@EJ=NU�PEIAO�PDA�OEJCANO�
I=U�łJ@�PDA�=Q@EAJ?A�OEILHU�AH=PA@�KN�O=@��&J�PD=P�?=OA�PDAEN�P=OG�S=O�OEILHU�
PK�>NEJC�PDAI�>=?G�PK�=�?AJPANA@�=J@�?=HI�@AIA=JKN���QP�@QNEJC�S=N�=O�SAHH�
=O�L=J@AIE?�PDA�OEPQ=PEKJ�>A?=IA�MQEPA�=�>EP�IKNA�?KILHAT��&J�PDKOA�PEIAO�KB�
ATPNAIA�@QNAOO�IQOE?�?=J�PDAJ�>A�@ALHKUA@�PK�IKRA�=�SDKHA�OACIAJP�KB�PDA�
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