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THE LINGUISTIC CONTRASTIVE
BETWEEN ARABIC, TURKISH AND
KURDISH LANGUAGES IN DEFINING AND
INDEFINITENESS OF SUBJECT

ABSTRACT

This research aims to contrast between the Ara-
bic, Turkish and Kurdish languages, with respect
to definite and indefinite subjects. It is unique by
being concerned with three languages belonging
to different language families. The research relied
through which it described the subject in each of
these languages from a contrastive linguistic pers-
pective. It produced the following results: The
subject in Turkish is called “Ozne and in Kurdish
“Kirde”. The Arabic language is unique in that, the
subject is considered definite in it, if it is prefixed
by “al of definiteness” or if it is added to a lexical-
ly definite or states as a proper noun, a pronoun,
a demonstrative or a relative pronoun.The subject
is however considered Indefinite, if it is free from
any of these determiners. The subject in Turkish
is unique by having no suffixes to make it definite
or indefinite. So it is made indefinite with additi-
onal vague words. And when making it definite,
these words are neglected. In Kurdish the subject
is distinguished by the presence of suffixes. They
are: “-€”, “-a” for the singulars, “-én” for the plural
and with the presence of the indefiniteness affixes:
“-ek” for the singular,”-in” for the plural. In addi-
tion to six other suffixes.

Keywords: Linguistic Contrastive, Subject,
Definite, Indefinite, Language.
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39 Karahan, Tiirkcede Soz Dizimi, 42.

Y Demirci, Kelime Bilgisi El Kitabi, 33-34; Eker, Cagdas Tiirk Dili, 355-356.

1 Ahmet Cevat Emre, Tiirk Dilbilgisi (Istanbul: Tiirk Dil Kurumu Yayinlari, 1945), 410.
* Banguoglu, Tiirkcenin Grameri, 121,324,325.
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kil Nezir Ocek, Rézimana Kurmanci (Van: Sitav, 2019), 266-267; Sami Tan, Rézimana Kurmanci (Stenbol:
Enstituya Kurdi ya Stenbolé€, 2015), 332-334; Azad Zal, Zimané Kurdi (Ankara: Ajans J & J, 2015), 231-232.

% Bahoz Baran, Rézimana Kurmanci (Diyarbakir: Wardoz, 2018), 205.

0 Kadri Yildirim, Temel Alistirma ve Metinlerle Kiirtce Dilbilgisi (Istanbul: Mardin Artuklu Universitesi, 2012),
301.

3! Celadet Ali Bedir-Xan, Elfabéya Kurdi i Bingehén Gramera Kurdmanci (Stockholm: Nefel, 2002), 57.

32 Yildirim, Temel Alistirma ve Metinlerle Kiirtce Dilbilgisi, 56.

33 Bedir-Xan, Elfabéya Kurdi i Bingehén Gramera Kurdmanci, 62.
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% Abdarrahman Bakir, Rézimana Kurmanci (Ankara: Wesanén Ar, 2020), 53.

35 Tan, Rézimana Kurmanci, 109.

°6 Bedir-Xan, Elfabéya Kurdi ti Bingehén Gramera Kurdmanci, 62. .
37 kil Celadet Ali Bedir Han - Roger Lescot, Kiirtce Gramer (Kurmanci Lehgesi) (Istanbul: Avesta, 2004), 72-75.

38 ,kil Ocek, Rézimana Kurmanci, 60—62; Tan, Rézimana Kurmanci, 92-93.

%% Bedir Han - Lescot, Kiirtce Gramer (Kurmanci Lehgesi), 72.
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0 Yildirim, Temel Alistirma ve Metinlerle Kiirtge Dilbilgisi, 57.

1 Jis Bakir, Rézimana Kurmanci, 53-55; Ocek, Rézimana Kurmanci, 85-87; Qanaté Kurdo, Rézimana Kurdi,
trc.Ziilkif Ergiin (Stenbol: Nibihar, 2021), 57-60; Tan, Rézimana Kurmanct, 110.
82 Bedir-Xan, Elfabéya Kurdi it Bingehén Gramera Kurdmanci, 64.

 Yildirim, Temel Alistirma ve Metinlerle Kiirtce Dilbilgisi, 57.

% Ocek, Rézimana Kurmanci, 85-86.

8 Baran, Rézimana Kurmanci, 45.

5 Bedir-Xan, Elfabéya Kurdi ii Bingehén Gramera Kurdmanci, 64.

7 Bakir, Rézimana Kurmanci, 54.

% Bedir Han - Lescot, Kiirtce Gramer (Kurmanci Lehgesi), 72-79.

8 Jis Bakir, Rézimana Kurmanci, 55; Ocek, Rézimana Kurmanci, 86-87.
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0 Abdullah Incekan, Ez Kiirdi Hin Dibim (Stenbol: Nibihar, 2020), 76.

"' Bedir-Xan, Elfabéya Kurdi it Bingehén Gramera Kurdmanci, 65.

2 Ocek, Rézimana Kurmanci, 877.
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" ki Ocek, Rézimana Kurmanci, 60—62; Tan, Rézimana Kurmanci, 92-93.

_%il Tan, Rézimana Kurmanci, 93-94.

> kil Tan, Rézimana Kurmanci, 91-94; Zal, Zimané Kurdi, 132.

6 Jie Mehmet Yavas, Kurmanci Kiirtcesinde Ergatif (Ozegecislilik) Niira Qelban Tefsiri (Yiiksek Lisans Tezi, Dicle

Universitesi, 2019); ilyas Sayim, Di Zimanén Kurmanci i Hindi de Lékolineké li Ser Saziyén Ergativ (Teza Lisansa

Bilind, Zaningeha Mus Alparslan, 2017); Abdullah Incekan, Gegisli Fiiller ve Ergativ (Stenbol: Niibihar, 2014).
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Nahiv, 184,
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The aim of this research is to compare between the Arabic, Turkish and Kurdish language with regards to
the subjects being a definite or indefinite.

The importance of the research lies in its taking into account three languages belonging to different
language families. The first is the Arabic language, which belongs to the family of Hamitic Semitic
languages. The second is the Turkish language, which belongs to the Ural-Altaic family of languages. The
latter is the Kurdish language, which belongs to the Indo-European family of languages.

The Research follows a contrastive methodology, thus, it describes the subjects in the Arabic, Turkish and
Kurdish languages from the perspective of linguistic contrastive. Then it establishes the similarities and
differences with regards to the subject in every language.

The information gained especially the description of the subjects in the three languages leads to many
contrastive which can be summarized as follows:

The subject of a sentence in the Arabic Language is called the “Fail” if it is attached to a verb or that which
functions as a verb. The subject is called a “Mubtada” if it is attached to a “Khabar” (Predicate). The “Fail”
in the Arabic Language expresses an independent type of subject. Therefore it can be said that it differs
from the Turkish and Kurdish Language. That is because there is nothing called a Subject in the two of
them depending on the type of sentences used contrary to the Arabic Language.

The contemporary name of the subject in the Turkish Language called “Ozne” and in olden times “Fail”,
in the Kurdish Language it is called “Kirde”, “Biker” or “Kirar”.

The Arabic, Turkish and Kurdish languages agree that the subject is the main element in each language on
the same importance, thus it is not possible to dispense of in it any manner.

The Turkish and Kurdish language matches the Arabic language in that there is not a condition for the
subject (Fail) to be a definite or indefinite wherever the subject is an indefinite or a definite.

The Arabic Language is unique in the manner that the subject is considered a definite when “al of
definiteness” is added, or when it is possessed as it is considered a definite when it is a name or a pronoun
or a demonstrative pronoun or a relative pronoun.

The Arabic Language is also different that the indicator for definiteness is added at the front of the word
whereas the indicator for definiteness and indefiniteness in the Kurdish language is added at the end of the
word.

The Arabic Language is distinguished that the subject is considered indefinite if it is not in one of the
categories of definite. This means that the indicator for indefiniteness of the subject in the Arabic Language
in not shown. The indicator for indefiniteness maybe seen in the Arabic Language and it is called
“Tanween” which is found at the end of the word.

The subject in the Turkish Language is different than the subject in the two languages, Arabic and Kurdish
because of the absence of prefixes and suffixes that indicate definiteness or indefiniteness. To show the
indefiniteness of the subject in the Turkish Language an additional word is placed before the subject such
as “Bir” which means “One” for obscureness. “Birka¢” which means “a few” and “Baz1” which means
“some” and other obscure words which are used. And when definiteness is required these words that show
indefiniteness are removed or possession that show definiteness or the subject is a Name.

The Kurdish Language uses suffixes to show the definiteness of the subject, “-&” for masculine singular
and “-a” for feminine singular and “-&én” for masculine and feminine plural.

The Kurdish Language is unique in the sense that suffixes are used for indefiniteness of the subject, it
comprises of “-ek” for singular masculine or feminine and “-in” for plural for both genders.

There are other suffixes that can be used to make the subject indefinite in the Kurdish Language which is
derived from a group of suffixes for definite and indefinite. These are: “-eki” for masculine singular, “-eke”
for singular feminine and “-ine” for plural without differentiation between masculine and feminine.
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There are other additional suffixes that can be used which are derived from the group of suffixes for
indefinite and declension. These are: “-eki” for singular masculine and “-eké&” for singular feminine and “-
inan” for plural without differentiation between masculine and feminine. It is also possible that the subject
be considered indefinite in the Kurdish Language from obscure words and there are many. These include:

“Hin” which means “some” and “Gelek” which means “many” and other that the two.
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