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Endiilts Emevi Devleti'nin ilk Halifesi olan Abdurrahman en-Nasir, tarihte iz
birakmis 6nemli sahsiyetlerden biridir. Enduilis, elli yila yakin saltanati boyunca
ilmi, idari, siyasi, askeri gibi alanlarda gelisme yasamistir. en-Nasir, yazarlarin
dikkatlerini cekmis, onun hakkinda cesitli dillerde birgok kitap, hikaye, roman
ve oyun yazilmistir. Tlirk yazarlarindan Abdiilhak Hamid Tarhan, Tezer yahut
Melik Abdurrahmanii’s-Salis adli oyununda, Arap yazarlardan ise Corci Zeydan
Abdurrahman el-Nasir adli romaninda Abdurrahman’i birbirlerinden farkh bir
sekilde ele almistir. Bu calismada Abdurrahman’in adini tasiyan bu iki edebi
eser incelenmis, s6z konusu kisi ile ilgili ortakliklar ve farkliliklar tespit edilmis,
karakterin islenisindeki farkliliklarin nedeni, yazarlarin bu konuda eser yazma
niyetiyle baglantilidir. Calismamizin sonucu olarak yazarlarin, bu tarihi karakteri
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kurgusal bir hikaye cercevesinde sunduklari halde birbirlerinden farkli bir sekilde ele aldigini séyleyebiliriz. Abdiilhak
Hamid, Abdurrahman’tideal bir hiiklimdar olarak sunarken Corci Zeydan en ¢ok onun olumsuzluklarina dikkat cekmistir.
Anahtar kelimeler: Karsilastirmali edebiyat, Abdurrahman en-Nasir, Abdtilhak Hamid, Corci Zeydan

ABSTRACT

The Umayyad Caliph Abd ar-Rahman al-Nasir is one of the important figures who left an impact on history. During his
rule, which was nearly fifty years, Andalusia witnessed development and prosperity in the scientific, administrative,
political, military, and urban fields. He attracted the attention of writers of books, stories, novels, and plays in various
languages. Among those who dealt with this character were the Turkish writer ‘Abdal-haqq Hamid in the play Tezer or
Malik Abd ar-Rahman Ill and Georgy Zeidan in the novel ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Nasir. This study deals with the character of
‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Nasir in these two literary works that bear his name. In the introduction, Abd ar-Rahman al-Nasir and
the most important literary works that embodied him are introduced, and then a proposal is made for the two works
under study. The comparison section notes the points of difference and similarity of the character of Abd ar-Rahman in
the two works. The reasons for the difference in the presentation of this character, which is the purpose of summoning or
writing about it, were also indicated. The research concludes that the two writers participated in presenting this historical
character in the framework of a fictional story, but they differed in the formulation and use of this character. Although
‘Abdal-haqq Hamid portrayed it as an ideal figure, Georgy Zeidan portrayed it negatively.

Keywords: Comparative literature, ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Nasir, ‘Abdal-haqq Hamid, Georgy Zeidan

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The Umayyad Caliph ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Nasir is one of the distinguished Arab figures in
Arab-Islamic history. Abd ar-Rahman assumed power in 300 AH (October 912 A.D.) and ruled
for more than fifty years. During his long reign, he made changes in the state administration
system and carried out administrative and military reforms. ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Nasir attracted
the attention of writers and authors worldwide because of his unique and interesting qualities.
They composed books, stories, novels, and plays in various languages such as Arabic, Turkish,
and Spanish. In this article, we compare the character of ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Nasir in the play
Tezer or Malik Abd ar-Rahman III by ‘Abdil-haqq Hamid and in the novel ‘Abd ar-Rahmdn
al-Nasir by Georgy Zeidan because those two writers are the first to deal with this historical
character in the Arab and Turkish literature in detail and because they differed in the embodiment
of this character. This comparison aims to clarify the differences in the embodiment of this
character between the two writers, who belong to different genres of literature and different
religions, and to explain the reasons behind that.

It is noticeable that the two writers, who belong to different genres of literature, have
in common the fact that they dealt with a historical figure mentioned by historical sources,
provided detailed information about him, and indicated his characteristics. However, both
writers preferred to deal with this character through a fictional story that was not mentioned
in the history books.

It is noticeable that ‘ Abdiil-haqq Hamid did not focus on giving much historical information
about the era of ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Nasir. History was not the center of his attention, but the
character of ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Nasir was, and there is no other historical figure in the play
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other than ‘Abd ar-Rahman. As for Georgy Zeidan, he filled the novel with encyclopedic
historical information, numbers, and measurements and described places and palaces in detail.
He also embodied well-known historical figures in the era of ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Nasir and
spoke about the ambassadors of the kings of Europe who visited Cordoba.

It is noticeable that the character of ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Nasir in the play Tezer or Malik
Abd ar-Rahman 111 seemed clearly defined because he is the hero of the play and influencer
of the rest of the characters. This character was the focus of the writer’s attention and seemed
generally positive in the play. As for ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Nasir by Georgy Zeidan, there
were many strong and influential characters in the novel, and ‘Abd ar-Rahman III al-Nasir’s
character seemed faint, marginal, and weak compared with others. The fictional character of
the spy Saeed was the main character in the novel.

We find that the two writers differed in portraying ‘Abd ar-Rahman’s view of the people
and his relationship with them. ‘Abdiil-haqq Hamid illustrated the mutual respect between
Abd al-Rahman and the people by showing that Abd ar-Rahman worked to serve his people
throughout his caliphate and spent his time in the service of the people. He sacrificed his
happiness for them. Zeidan portrayed ‘Abd ar-Rahman as a ruler isolated from the people
in his palaces, a ruler who enjoys the wealth and money of the people, controls the people’s
lives, and monopolizes the funds for himself.

There is another matter related to the character of ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Nasir in the two
works under study, which is the presence of an imagined character close to the character of
‘Abd ar-Rahman, represented by Tezer in ‘Abdiil-haqq Hamid’s play and by Saeed in Zeidan’s
novel. It is noticeable that ‘Abd ar-Rahman’s character was under the influence of those two
characters, but Tezer’s influence remains limited compared to Saced’s.

The difference in the character of ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Nasir in the two works under study
results from the goal and purpose that the writers seek to achieve by using this historical
character. The Turkish writer ‘Abdiil-haqq Hamid wanted to present a model for the ideal
ruler who puts the interests of the people ahead of his own and the people’s happiness over
his own. Therefore, he presented ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Nasir as an ideal ruler free of defects
and possessing all the good qualities that a ruler should possess. Zeidan’s goal of using this
character is to present it to the reader as he saw it with all its flaws, and perhaps he wanted to
marginalize and belittle it, as some critics say. Zeidan created fictional characters who play
heroic roles, overshadowing the historical characters, who appear weak and marginal. Zeidan
is very sympathetic to the fictional characters he creates at the expense of historical figures
whom he was not interested in and did not treat with fairness.

The two writers differed in the embodiment of this character. Each of them used it according
to his beliefs and ideas. ‘Abdiil-haqq Hamid tends to idealism in his presentation, whereas
Georgy Zeidan tends to negativity.

Finally, it is difficult to say that Zeidan was influenced by ‘Abdiil-haqq Hamid, but ‘Abdil-
haqq Hamid was the first to deal with and the most interested in this character, so he revealed
its secrets and highlighted it clearly.
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