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A Short History of Arabic Poetry in the Balkans

The aim of this article is to examine the historical reality of Arabic poetry in
the Balkans and some examples of Balkan poets who wrote in the Arabic
language. As is widely known by experts, alongside Ottoman Turkish and
other local languages, Arabic was one of the most important literary lan-
guages among Muslim scholars and poets in the Balkan region. Although
it is not possible to include all poets and poems in this short article, the
selected examples will give an idea about the scope and content of Balkan
Arabic poetry. For instance, the article will focus on poets like Adni Pa-
sha (Mahmut Pasha), the Grand Vizier of Mehmet 11, the Conqueror, and
Hossain Pasha al-Belgrady from Serbia, Ahmed Efendi Yusri, Ali Efendi
Sadikovic, Ibrahim Efendi Opijac, Hasan b. Mustafa al-Bosnawy, Ilhami
Abdulvehhab Zepcevi and Mehmed HandZic from Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina, and Abdulfettah Abdurrauf (Fettah Efendi) from Macedonia. For this
reason, this article will ponder on some specific selected examples of this
poetry during the Ottoman sovereignty in the Balkans and in the post-Ot-
toman period. It will focus also on some of their original manuscripts in
this region. Since there is not enough study about this matter, this research
can act as a starting point for today’s scholars, who are interested in the
subject of the contribution by Balkan scholars and poets to Arabic poetry
in the history of Ottoman sovereignty in Balkans.

Key words: al-Shi‘ru’l-‘Arabi, Balkans, Adni Pasha, Hossain Pasha al-Bel-
grady, Ahmed Efendi Yusri, Ali Efendi Sadikovi¢, Ibrahim Efendi Opija¢, Hasan
b. Mustafa al-Bosnawy, Ilhami Abdulvehhab iepéevi, Mehmed Handzi¢, Ab-
dulfettah Abdurrauf, Bosnia.
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