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Abstract

The importance of the research lies in shedding light on the experience of the Ottoman cities in the
transition to the economy for export. Using the historical descriptive method in analyzing this experiment.
The research consists of three sections:

1- Factors affecting the transition of the Ottoman cities to the export economy starting from the
eighteenth century, we talked about the impact of the disintegration of the military feudal system in the
Ottoman Empire at the end of the seventeenth century on the transition to the system of commitment to collect
taxes in cash. We believed in the role of the high productivity of the land in the availability of a large surplus
of agricultural production destined for external export, in addition to the availability of European gold and
silver cash, which flowed in large quantities to the Ottoman cities, which led to a price revolution in the
Ottoman cities.

2- The experience of the Ottoman cities in modernization and the transition to an export economy. So,
we talked about the role of the new aristocracy in the landlords and merchants, who began to collect taxes
from the states for their benefit and employ them in industry and foreign trade. Thus, the Ottoman cities
witnessed a revolution in weaving and the production of fabrics for external export, and a complex network
of Ottoman naval cities emerged, which dominated maritime trade in the southern and eastern Mediterranean.

- The role of the Ottoman reforms in the development of cities. We talked about the negative impact of
the external debt crisis in the Ottoman Empire in 1871 on industrial and commercial work in the Ottoman
cities, as the Ottoman Empire was forced to accept the conditions of Britain and France by imposing high taxes
on Ottoman exports; In return for lowering taxes on European goods, [Resulting in the destruction of this
industry in the Ottoman cities; And the role of European foreign capital began to appear in the economy of
the Ottoman Empire, which focused on banks, land reclamation, and the development of railways, which
began to be established during the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid II, with the aim of linking the economy of the
Ottoman states with the European economy. The emerging bourgeoisie in the Ottoman cities shifted from

working in industry to foreign trade, and became a mediator between the European capital market and the
markets of the Ottoman cities. Thus, the phenomenon of unilateral export economy began to form, with the
Ottoman states specializing in agricultural production for one commodity, and this phenomenon remained
until the late stage of the century twenty

-research results

1- The Ottoman cities benefited from the strong presence of the Ottoman state in the world stage, and
witnessed a great industrial renaissance between the eighteenth centuries and the forties of the nineteenth
century, and its products were invading European markets before the reverse transformation occurred after
the Ottoman debt crisis.

2- The maritime trade cities played integrated roles with the industrial cities, and formed an integrated
network of roles and functions in global trade.

3- Europe’s preoccupation with the industrial revolution, and the competition between its countries,
gave an opportunity for the emergence of a new bourgeois social class in the Ottoman cities, which contributed
to the transition of the economy from consumption to export to foreign markets.

4-Despite the importance of the "Tanzimat" era in Ottoman modernity; However, the era of modernity
began in the eighteenth century without external pressures, with a change in the pattern of administration,
the tax system, and the relative independence of the Ottoman administration.

5- European foreign capital played negative roles in the second half of the nineteenth century, by
eliminating modern industry in the Ottoman cities, and sought to link the Ottoman states to the European
market in order to obtain raw materials and transform the Ottoman cities into a market for the export of its
industrial products.
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1- Turkish and Arab researchers and political decision-makers must re-read this experience, and benefit
from its outputs; Looking at the region as an integrated geographical and economic unit, it possesses all the
ingredients for advancing the establishment of a common free market for the elements of production (goods -
capital - Laboure) that contribute to the renaissance of the peoples of this region.

2- Political decision-makers in Turkey and Arab countries should reconsider Arab-Turkish relations,
From the perspective of the geopolitical, cultural and historical dimension of these relations, And getting rid
of the political fragmentation imposed by European colonialism on Turkey and the Arab countries. The
opportunity may now be available with the rise of new Asian powers such as China and India, where Turkey
and the Arab countries can form between themselves an effective regional power in the international arena.
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