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Abstract

The fact that the cyber environment does not have clear boundaries, and the difficulties in taking control of this
environment, can turn online sharing into a source of concern in terms of privacy. In particular, the tendency of internet
addicts to use the internet uncontrollably can increase the probability of experiencing privacy concerns. This research
aims to reveal the relationship between internet addiction levels and online privacy concerns of university youth, one of
the segments most addressed by web-based communication technologies. The research was designed with a cross-
sectional and correlational survey design within the scope of quantitative research methods. The sample of the
research consists of 524 students studying at a state university in Turkey. Quantitative data were collected face-to-face
through an introductory information form, and a questionnaire including the scales of “Online Privacy Concern” and
“Internet Addiction”. The study determined that online privacy concerns were significantly higher among first-year
students, female students, and those using Instagram accounts. It was determined that male students had higher
internet addiction levels. In the study, it was revealed that as the internet addiction levels of university students
increased, their online privacy concerns also increased. In addition, it was determined that internet addiction explained
15.7% of the total variance of online privacy concerns. Based on the positive relationship between internet addiction and
online privacy concern levels of university students, it can be said that the problems related to internet use intersect,
intertwine and feed each other.
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Universite Ogrencilerinin Online Mahremiyet Kaygilari ve internet
Bagimlilik Diizeyleri Arasindaki iliskinin incelenmesi

06z

Siber ortamin belirgin sinirlara sahip olmamasi ve bu ortami kontrol altina alabilmenin &niindeki zorluklar online
paylagimlari mahremiyet agisindan endise kaynagina déniistiirebilmektedir. Ozellikle kontrolsiiz internet kullanima
egilimleri mahremiyet kaygisi yasama olasiligini arttirabilmektedir. Bu arastirma, web tabanli iletisim teknolojilerinin en
fazla hitap ettigi kesimlerden biri olan tniversite gencliginin internet bagimlilik diizeyleri ile online mahremiyet kaygilari
arasindaki iliskiyi ortaya ¢ikarmayi amaclamaktadir. Arastirma, nicel arastirma yontemleri kapsaminda, iliskisel tarama
deseni ile tasarlanmistir. Arastrmanin 6rneklemini Tirkiye’de bir devlet Universitesinde egitim goren 524 6grenci
olusturmaktadir. Nicel veriler tanitici bilgi formu, “Online Mahremiyet Kaygisi” ve “internet Bagimlilig” dlceklerini
iceren bir anket araciligiyla yliz ylize toplanmistir. Arastirmada 1. sinif 6grencilerinin, kadin 6grencilerin ve Instagram
hesabi kullananlarin online mahremiyet kaygilarinin; erkek 6grencilerin ise internet bagimlilik dizeylerinin anlaml
diizeyde yiiksek oldugu tespit edilmistir. Universite 6grencilerinin internet bagmlilk dizeyleri arttikca online
mahremiyet kaygilari da artmaktadir. Ogrencilerin internet bagimlilik diizeyleri, online mahremiyet kaygilarinin toplam
varyansinin  %15,7’sini acgiklamaktadir. Universite 6grencilerinin internet bagimliligi ile cevrimici mahremiyet kayg
diizeyleri arasindaki pozitif iliskiden hareketle, internet kullanimina iliskin sorunlarin kesistigi, ic ice gectigi ve birbirini
besledigi séylenebilir.
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Investigation of the Relationship Between Online Privacy Concerns
and Internet Addiction among University Students

1. Introduction

Developments in communication technologies and the widespread use of these
technologies, on the one hand, provide effortless communication with an increase in efficiency
and low cost, yet on the other hand, they can cause some negative effects on the individual and
society (Thompson et al., 2021). One of the ethical fault lines of digital media is the fate of
personal privacy in cyberspace, where various types of information can be collected and
disseminated (James, 2009). In addition to applications that increase user awareness about
privacy threats, there is an increase in privacy-related scandals (Suveren and Zeren-Kosal, 2021). In
particular, the popularization of web-based social networks has triggered concerns about privacy
in the cyber environment, and these concerns have turned into a global discussion topic. Date of
birth, phone number, physical address, e-mail address, personal photos, political opinions (Nemati
et al.,, 2014), family, home, special relationship status, religious opinion, sexual preferences
(Budak, 2018) interaction patterns, personal tastes, and consumption habits are all forms of,
personal information that can be shared in the cyber environment. While this has the potential to
be the basis for many serious privacy attacks, a greater amount of information is unwittingly
shared (Arat and Aslan, 2021). The fact that the internet does not have clear boundaries, and
there are no regulated restrictions that can control the cyber environment, can turn these online
shares into a source of concern in terms of privacy (Wu et al., 2012). In particular, the possibility of
internet addicts exhibiting risky behaviours in the cyber environment (Thompson et al., 2021), or
experiencing problems such as privacy concerns, may increase. Users addicted to social media
may be vulnerable to privacy violations. Addicted individuals can share more information in
cyberspace than non-addicted individuals (Nemati et al., 2014). More disclosure and sharing in the
cyber environment can increase users' privacy concerns (Choi et al., 2015). Web-based social
networks are used extensively, especially among young people (Bayhan, 2011). The youth
category can be described as an age group that encounters the internet from a very young age,
grows up with the internet, and adopts new technologies the most extensively (Keating and
Melis, 2017). This research examines the relationship between internet addiction and online
privacy concern levels of university youth, one of the segments most addressed by web-based
technologies.

Sociological Background and Literature Summary

In modern societies, privacy is based on the principles of separating the public and private
spaces, and that the private space should not be accessible to the public. Privacy is considered as
an integral part of the autonomy and anonymity of the individual (Aymerich-Franch & Fedele,
2018; Fuchs, 2012). As an integral part of human rights, privacy is the guarantee of individual
freedoms in the modern state (Dolgun, 2004). The concept of privacy was first defined as the
"right to be left alone" (Warren and Brandeis, 1890) in its legal dimension towards the end of the
19th century. Since this pioneering definition, privacy has attracted great attention in academia
(Baruh et al., 2017). Sennett draws attention to the fact that in the 20th century, the public space
lost its former importance and the private space gained importance and people began to close
themselves in their private spaces (Sennet, 2017; Ozyurt, 2007). The private world is gradually
losing its borders and is no longer limited by the public world (Sennet, 2017). Bauman states that
in today's world, the public sphere has been invaded and defeated by the armies of privacy
(Bauman, 2010). In today's world, the means of communication have collapsed the usual
boundaries of space and time (Harvey, 1990). The temporal/spatial distances have been reset by
technology. Information floats independently of its carriers (Bauman, 1998). Now, cyber relations
in cyberspace can easily overcome real behaviours (Bauman, 2010). The development of social
media leads to the change or blurring of the boundaries between private living spaces, whose
borders were relatively clear until recently (McDonald & Thompson, 2016). Today, the increasingly
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unclear distinctions between the private and the non-private, the public and the private, make it
difficult for individuals to clarify the boundaries of their existence and privacy (Cetin, 2015).

Developments in information technologies and digitalization have begun to strengthen the
meaning of privacy as individuals seek to exercise control over information flows about
themselves (Baruh et al., 2017). In the age of information and automation, privacy is not just
about seclusion; it also points out how people can control the sharing of their personal
information (Sambada & Bhayani, 2018). The source of interest in understanding the relationship
between the internet and privacy lies in the stunning developments in the internet and digital
data storage technologies (Dinev and Hart, 2006). Privacy concerns of individuals have never
been as important as in recent years, as technological developments have led to the emergence
of an information society capable of collecting, storing and disseminating data (Schatz-Byford,
1996).

Privacy concerns refer to beliefs about the risks associated with information sharing and
the potential negative consequences of information sharing (Baruh et al., 2017; Cho, Lee, &
Chung, 2010; Zhou & Li, 2014). Digital services offer greater convenience and the opportunity to
customize services, allowing users to improve their experience. However, the data collection
technologies used in the provision of these services may cause individuals to intensify their online
privacy concerns. Online privacy concerns arising from the spread of digital services have become
one of the critical social-cultural problems of today's world (Lin et al., 2021).

Although online privacy concerns are one of the most discussed issues in the digital age,
there may be great inconsistencies (privacy paradox) between the privacy concerns of individuals
and their behaviours in the cyber environment (Kokolakis, 2017). With the transformation of web-
based social networks into socializing places, individuals cannot stop themselves from sharing
even if they are concerned about privacy (Blank et al., 2014). The benefits and satisfaction that
individuals derive from their activities in the cyber environment can cause them to continue to
share in that cyber environment, even if they have privacy concerns. Even if users at the addicted
level have privacy concerns in the cyber environment, they may be more reluctant to deal with
privacy problems compared to other users.

Addicted users share information more frequently than non-addicted users. Due to the
increasing frequency and duration of use, addicted users can be expected to be more conscious
and careful about sharing information than non-addicted users. However, the results of the
research conducted by Nemati et al. (2014) do not support this assertion. Users with high internet
addiction levels may, in fact, be more reluctant to deal with privacy problems than non-addicted
users. Despite spending more time on social media, addicted users may be less likely to protect
themselves by developing strategies.

When the literature is examined, it is seen that there are a limited number of studies
(Nemati et al., 2014; Grammenos et al., 2017) dealing with the relationships between internet
addiction and privacy. A study focusing directly on internet addiction and online privacy concerns
of university students has not been found in the literature. Considering the gap in the literature,
this research aims to reveal the relationship between university students' internet addiction levels
and online privacy concerns. The main questions sought to be answered in the research are:

1. Are there significant differences between the sociodemographic characteristics of
university students and their internet addiction and online privacy concern levels?

2. What is the relationship between internet addiction and privacy concern levels of
university students?
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Method
Research design

This research was designed with a cross-sectional and correlational survey design (Kumar,
2011; Gay et al.,, 2012) to define the current situation and to investigate the existence, direction
and strength of the relationships between two or more variables, within the scope of quantitative
research methods.

Population and Sample

The research was carried out at Nevsehir Haci Bektas Veli University, a state university in
Turkey with 21,523 students enrolled. The minimum sample size representing the universe
consisting of 21,523 units with a confidence interval of 0.95 and a margin of error of 0.05 was
determined as 377, using the sample calculation formula whose population is known (Krejcie and
Morgan, 1970). Data were collected from 524 students, exceeding the number determined in this
study. A proportional stratified sample selection technique was used in the study. Each of the 8
faculties and 2 vocational schools in the central campus and 6 vocational schools and 1 faculty
outside the central campus are considered strata. A face-to-face questionnaire was applied to 524
students who were reached through simple random selection from the determined strata. The
demographic characteristics of the students participating in the research are given in

Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of the Participants

n %
Gender
Female 367 70
Male 157 30
Grade
1. grade 162 30.9
2. grade 162 30.9
3. grade 12 21.4
4. grade 88 16.8
The family’s place of residence
Village 93 18
Town 158 30,6
City 266 51,5
Family average monthly income
Low 281 58,4
Middle 168 34,9
High 32 6,7

The average age of the students participating in the research is 20.45+2.53 70% of the
participants are female and 30% are male students. 30.9% of the students are in the first year,
30.9% are in the second year, 21.4% are in the third year, 16.8% are in the last year. 51.5% of the
students are from the city, 30.6% from the town/district, and 18% from the village. 58.4% of the
students come from low-income families, 34.9% from middle-income families, and 6.7% from high-
income families.

Data Collection Tool

A data collection form including an introductory information form, "Online Privacy
Concern" and "Internet Addiction" scales was used in the research.

Introductory information form. In the introductory information form, 10 questions aim to
determine sociodemographic characteristics (age, gender, family monthly income, etc.).
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Online privacy concern scale. In this study, the Turkish version of the "Online Privacy
Concern Scale" was applied. The scale was developed by Buchanan and colleagues (2007) and
adapted into Turkish by Alakurt (2017). The scale consists of items that aim to measure the privacy
concerns of individuals in the internet environment. The scale, which consists of 14 items in the
form of a 5-point Likert scale, has a three-dimensional structure (e-mail use, online trust, online
payment). In the adaptation study, the Cronbach Alpha reliability coefficient of the scale was
calculated as 0.89 (Alakurt, 2017). In this study, the Cronbach Alpha reliability coefficient of the
scale was calculated as 0.88.

Internet addiction scale. The internet addiction scale developed by Young (1998), and
adapted into Turkish by Cakir-Balta and Horzum (2008), was used in this study. In the adaptation
study, 19 items were used by subtracting 1 item from the scale, which consisted of 20 items. A 5-
point Likert scale was used for each item. The total score obtained from the scale gives the total
score of internet addiction. In the adaptation study, the Cronbach Alpha reliability coefficient of
the scale was calculated as 0.89. In this study, the Cronbach Alpha reliability coefficient of the
scale was calculated as 0.87.

Data Collection Process

The data from the study was collected between March 1 and March 12, 2020. Questionnaires
were administered face-to-face after obtaining informed consent from students who agreed to
participate voluntarily. A survey was answered in an average of 17 minutes.

Ethics Committee Approval

Within the framework of the decision of Nevsehir Haci Bektas Veli University Ethics
Committee Presidency, dated 05/11/2019 and numbered 18 meeting the study does not contain
any ethical objections.

Analysis of Data

The data were coded and evaluated with the SPSS (Statistical Package for Social Sciences
for Windows 25.0) package programme. Descriptive statistics such as number and percentage
distributions, mean and standard deviation were used in the evaluation of descriptive
information. The normal distribution of the data was evaluated by examining the kurtosis and
skewness values. The independent samples t-test was used to compare the two groups'
inhomogeneously distributed data, and the one-way ANOVA was used to compare multiple
groups. The Tukey test was used to determine the group that made a difference as a result of the
ANOVA test. The Man Whitney U test was used to compare two groups of non-homogeneous
data, and the Kruskal Wallis test was used for multiple groups. Cronbach's Alpha internal
consistency test was used to test the internal consistency of the scales. The p<0.05 level was
taken as the basis for the statistical significance of the results.

Result

The differences between the demographic characteristics of the students participating in
the research and the average scores they got from the sub-scores of internet addiction, online
privacy concerns and e-mail use concerns, online trust concerns and online payment concerns
were examined. The results are given in Table 2.
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Table 2. Mean Scores of Internet Addiction, Online Privacy Concern, and Online Privacy Concern Sub-
Dimensions by Demographic Characteristics of the Participants

Variables N E-mail use  Online trust Online payment ~ Online privacy Internet
concern concern concern concern addiction

Gender X *SS X *SS X +SS X +SS X +SS Gender

Female 367 12,72%5,54 18,45+5,62 6,13+2,54 37,31+11,37 41,07%10,91

Male 157 12,75+4,88 16,6%4,99 5,61£2,27 34,96+9,54 43,57+12,03

Evaluation t=-0,57, p=0,955  Z=23,39, t=-2,21, p=0,02* t=2,26 Z=32,15, P=0,03 Evaluation
P=0,001%** p=0,02*

Grade

1. grade 162 11,20%4,90 * 17,29%5,64 5,84+2,58 34,34+11,06 ° 39,00+0,79%

2. grade 162 13,265,300 18,29+5,64 6,11+2,43 37,67+10,80P 41,76+0,93

3. grade 12 13,74%5,87 17,65%5,03 5,66+2,31 37,06£10,72 44,29%1,14b

4. grade 88 13,27%4,99 18,58+5,48 6,36+2,54 38,22+10,53P 43,96,+1,09P

Evaluation X=21,10, F=1,462, F=1,653, p=0,176  F=3,605, X*=19,62,
P=0,0001*%** p=0,224 p=0,013** P=0,0001****

Instagram

account

Registered on 463 12,76%5,40 18,09%5,53 6,09%2,44 36,95+10,97 42,04+11,25

Instagram

Not registered 61 12,52%4,95 16,38%5,00 5,08+2,54 33,99+10,05 40,12£11,70

on Instagram

Evaluation t=0,320, t=2,288, t=3,024, t=1,995, t=1,250, p=0,212 Evaluation

p=0,749 p=0,023* p=0,003* p=0,044*

MEDIAD

*The Independent student t-test was applied.

**The way ANOVA was applied.

*** The Kruskal Wallis applied.

****The Man Whitney U applied.

a, b The difference between groups with different letters in the same column is significant, Tukey test was applied

Significant differences were found between male and female students' internet addiction
levels (Z=32,15; p=0,03), online privacy concern levels (t=2,26; p=0,02), online payment concern
(t=-2,21, p=0,02), and online trust concern (Z=23,39; p=0,001) average scores.

It has been determined that female students have higher online privacy concerns, online
payment concerns and trust concerns than male students. However, it was determined that male
students' internet addiction levels were higher than female students.

Significant differences were found between the grade level and the mean scores of internet
addiction (X2=19,62; p=0,0001), online privacy concern (F=3,605; p=0,013), and e-mail use concern
(X?=21,10; p=0,0001). It has been determined that the mean scores of the 1st-grade students for
the specified variables are lower.

Significant differences were found between the mean scores of online privacy concern
(t=1,995; p=0,044), online trust concern (t=2,288; p=0,023) and online payment concern (t=3,024;
p=0,003) of Instagram users and non-users. For the specified variables, it was determined that the
average score of Instagram users was higher.

The relationships between internet addiction, online privacy concern, online trust concern,
online payment concern, e-mail use concern, daily internet use and TV watching time and age
variables of the students participating in the research were examined by correlation analysis. The
results are given in Table 3.
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Table 3. Internet Addiction, Online Privacy Concern, and Online Privacy Concern Sub-Dimensions and
Pearson Product-Moment Correlation of Various Variables

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Internet Online E-mail Online Online Daily Daily TV Age
addiction  privacy use trust payment  Internet viewing time.
concern concern concern concern use time
1 Internet
addiction
2 Online privacy 0,397%*
concern
3 E-mail use 0.495** 0,800%*
concern
4 Online trust 0,228%* 0,881%* 0,466%*
concern
5 Online payment 0,172%* 0,716%** 0325%* 0652%*
concern
6 Dailyinternetuse  0,245%* 0,146%* 0,121%* 0132%* 0,86
time
7 Daily TV viewing -0,42 -0,111% -0,116* -0,96% -0,23 0,024
time.
8 Age 0,062 0,135%% 0,132%* 0,108% 0,069 -0,003 -0,087% -
* p<0,05
** p<0,01

There was a moderate positive relationship between online privacy concern and internet
addiction, a weak positive relationship between online privacy concern and internet usage time, a
weak negative relationship between online privacy concern and TV viewing time, and a weak
positive relationship between online privacy concern and age. There was a moderate positive
relationship between internet addiction and e-mail usage concern, and a weak positive
relationship between internet addiction and online trust concern, online payment concern, and
daily internet use time.

A simple linear regression analysis was applied to determine the predictive power of
internet addiction levels of students participating in research on their online privacy concerns. The
results are given in Table 4.

Table 4. Simple Linear Regression Analysis of Internet Addiction's Prediction of Online Privacy Concern

B SE Beta t P
Constant 20,617 1,678 12,287 0,0001
Internet addiction 0,382 0,039 0,397 9,872 0,0001
Evaluation R:0,397 R%0,157 F: 97,457 p:0,0001 P<0,01

According to the results, it is seen that internet addiction significantly explains online
privacy concern (R=0,397; R%0,157; F=97,457). Internet addiction explains 15.7% of the total
variance of online privacy concern.

Discussion

In this research, it was determined that female university students had higher online privacy
concerns than males. This result coincides with the results of other studies in the literature
(Okumus and Atilgan, 2021; Agirtas and Giiler, 2020; Dhir et al., 2017; Mohamed and Ahmad, 2012).
In this study, it was concluded that female students' online trust and payment concerns were
greater than those of male students. In another study, it was determined that women's online
privacy concerns were greater than men's in the online trust and payment sub-dimensions
(Okumus and Atilgan, 2021). In this research, it was determined that male students had higher
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internet addiction levels. This result coincides with the results of other studies in the literature
(Rigelsky et al., 2021; Yazgan and Yildirim, 2020; Lebni et al., 2020: Avsar-Arik and Sahin-Kutk,
2020). Men can act more comfortably in the internet environment than women, and men's
confidence levels in cyberspace can increase. Men's concerns about privacy both in the physical
social environment and in the cyber environment may be lower depending on their gender roles.
In Turkey, where traditional upbringing methods are still effective, men may encounter more
flexible attitudes towards privacy since childhood, compared to women, in their upbringing and
socialization processes. Women can be brought up with more restrictive attitudes in the context
of privacy and can be directed to be more cautious. At the same time, women may be more likely
to face sanctions such as exclusion and accusation within the framework of experiencing a
privacy problem. Therefore, women can maintain their cautious approach to privacy in the
physical world, also in the cyber environment. In this context, it is possible to say that privacy
practices continue based on gender roles and are reproduced in the cyber environment.

In this study, it was concluded that first-year university students had lower online privacy
concerns and internet addiction levels compared to other grades. This result differs from the
results of other studies in the literature. Some studies found that privacy concerns decrease as
the grade level increases (Agirtas & Giler, 2020; Korucu & Girkez, 2019) or that there is no
relationship between the grade variable and privacy concerns (Okumus & Atilgan, 2021). The
results obtained from this research show that first-year students have lower online privacy
concerns. In the first year of university education, the tendency to deal more concretely with the
new social world may become stronger. The new social environment experienced during the
transition to university can alleviate the uncontrolled behavioural tendencies towards the cyber
environment and online privacy concerns at this stage.

In this research, it was determined that university students who have an account on
Instagram, a social media platform, have higher online privacy concerns. This result coincides with
the results of another study in the literature (Darmaningrat et al.,, 2020). Darmingrat and
colleagues state that although Instagram users have high privacy concerns and are aware of the
risk of misuse of their information, this awareness does not affect their intention to use
Instagram. In another study (Simsek, 2019), it was found that the privacy concerns of high school
students who use Instagram on the contrary are lower than those who do not use Instagram
and/or any social networking site. The reason for this difference may be related to the age of the
users.

In this study, it was concluded that internet addiction is related to online privacy concerns
and addiction affects online privacy concerns to a certain extent. As internet addiction increases,
online privacy concerns also increase. This result strongly supports the privacy paradox. The
relationship between university students' internet addiction levels and privacy concerns shows
that there is an inconsistency (paradox) between students' concerns and their behaviours
(Kokolakis, 2017). It can be assumed that concerns about privacy in the cyber environment will
reduce problematic internet use. However, in this study, it was concluded that students with high
online privacy concerns, by the nature of the privacy paradox, also increased their tendency to
use uncontrolled internet. It has been determined that students with a high tendency to use the
internet uncontrollably also have high privacy concerns. The possibilities and satisfaction provided
by the Internet lead to continued uncontrolled use behaviour despite privacy concerns (Blank et
al., 2014).

In this study, it has been determined that as the level of addiction of users increases in the
cyber environment, their online privacy concerns increase. This result shows that university
students with increasing addiction levels do not restrict their internet use in the face of privacy
problems. The results reached in the study support the results of Nemati et al.'s (2014) research,
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albeit indirectly. Users with high Internet addiction levels may be less willing to develop
behaviours to cope with privacy problems than non-addicted users. Despite spending more time
on social media, users with high levels of addiction may be less likely to protect themselves by
coping with privacy strategies (Nemati et al., 2014). The result obtained in this study supports the
research of Agirtas and Gller (2020), which determined a positive relationship between internet
addiction and social concern. Agirtas and Giiler (2020) state that as students' internet addiction
levels increase, their social concern levels also increase. It can be said that online privacy concern
is a social concern that has become widespread in the cyber environment. In this context, internet
addiction can intensify online privacy concerns that may arise from excessive social interaction
practices in the cyber environment.

Conclusion

This research reveals that university students' online privacy concerns are related to
gender, grade and internet addiction levels. The study determined that online privacy concerns
were significantly higher among first-year students, female students, and those using Instagram
accounts. It was also determined that male students had higher internet addiction levels. These
results indicate that privacy concerns in the cyber environment may be related to various
variables and do not develop by chance.

In the study, it was revealed that as the internet addiction levels of university students
increased, their online privacy concerns also increased. In addition, it was determined that
internet addiction explained 15.7% of the total variance of online privacy concern. Although
internet addiction, which expresses the uncontrolled use of the internet, is a problem in itself, it is
understood that it can invite other problems both in social life and in the cyber environment.
Although many individuals in today's world are concerned about the control and sharing of their
personal information in the digital environment, privacy concerns pose more of a problem for
internet addicts as problematic users of the cyber environment. Especially among university
youth, one of the segments to which digitalization appeals most, as the level of internet addiction
increases, concerns about privacy also increase. This result also significantly proves the
inconsistency expressed as the privacy paradox. While university students intensely experience
privacy concerns that can be caused by behaviors such as e-mail use, online consumption and
online socialization, on the other hand, their tendencies to use the internet uncontrollably
continue. This situation shows that problematic online behaviours (such as internet addiction)
that are inconsistent with the concerns and risk awareness arising from digitalization processes
can be exhibited simultaneously. In summary, based on the positive relationship between internet
addiction and online privacy concern levels of university students, it can be said that the problems
related to internet use intersect, intertwine and feed each other.

References

Agirtas, A. ve Giiler, C. (2020). Sosyal medya kullanan tniversite 6grencilerinin internet bagimlilig
ve sosyal kaygi durumlarinin degerlendirilmesi. Cag Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 17(1),
76-89. https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/cagsbd/issue/55510/760162

Alakurt, T. (2017). Adaptation of online privacy concern scale into Turkish culture. Pegem Egitim ve
Ogretim Dergisi, 7(4), 611. http://dx.doi.org/10.14527/pegegog.2017.022

Arat, T. ve Aslan, M. M. (2021). Sosyal medyada veri giivenligi ve kisisel mahremiyet sorunu.
Akdeniz Universitesi iletisim Fakiltesi Dergisi, (35), 387-401.
http://dx.doi.org/10.31123/akil. 886402

Avsar-Arik, 1. ve Sahin-Kiitik, B. (2020). Y kusaginda sosyal medya kullanimi ve internet bagimhlig.
icinde Genglik ve Dijital Cag. A. Goérgiin Basaran, O. Hazer, M. S. Oztiirk (Ed.), Ankara:
Hacettepe Universitesi Genclik Arastirmalari ve Uygulama Merkezi.


https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/cagsbd/issue/55510/760162
http://dx.doi.org/10.14527/pegegog.2017.022
http://dx.doi.org/10.31123/akil.886402

[ ]
Investigation of the Relationship Between Online Privacy Concerns
and Internet Addiction among University Students M E D I A D

MEDIAD

Journal of Media and Religion Studies

Aymerich-Franch, L. and Fedele, M. (2014). Students' privacy concerns on the use of social media
in higher education. In Digital Arts And Entertainment: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and
Applications (pp. 1327-1348). IGI Global.

Baruh, L., Secinti, E. and Cemalcilar, Z. (2017). Online privacy concerns and privacy management: A
meta-analytical review. Journal of Communication, 67(1), 26-53.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/jcom.12276

Bauman, Z. (1998). Globalization: The human consequences. Columbia University Press. .
Bauman, Z. (2010). Bauman, Z. (2010). 44 letters from the liquid modern world. Polity.

Bayhan, V. (2013). Genglik, sosyal medya ve internet bagimliligl. Distince Diinyasinda Tiirkiz Siyaset
ve Kiiltlr Dergisi, 23, 61-80.

Budak, H. (2018). Sosyal medya iletisiminde mahremiyetin seriiveni. Itobiad: Journal of the Human
& Social Science Researches, 7(1) 146-170.

Blank, G., Bolsover, G., & Dubois, E. (2014). A new privacy paradox: Young people and privacy on
social network sites. In Prepared for the Annual Meeting of the American Sociological
Association (Vol. 17). http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2479938

Buchanan, T., Paine, C., Joinson, A. N., & Reips, U. D. (2007). Development of measures of online
privacyconcern and protection for use on the Internet. Journal of the American Society for
InformationScience and Technology, 58(2), 157-165. https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.20459

Cho, H., Lee, J. S., & Chung, S. (2010). Optimistic bias about online privacy risks: Testing the
moderating effects of perceived controllability and prior experience. Computers in Human
Behavior, 26(5), 987-995. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2010.02.012

Choi, S., Kim, J., & Qu, M. (2015). The flipside of ubiquitous connectivity by smartphone-based social
networking service (SNS): Social presence and privacy concern. Paper presented at the Pacific
Asia Conference on Information Systems, Marina Bay Sands, Singapore.

Cakir-Balta, O. ve Horzum, M. B. (2008). internet bagimllig testi. Egitim Bilimleri ve Uygulama
Dergisi, 7(13), 99-121.

Cetin, E. (2015). Sosyal paylasim aglarinda fotograf, yer/mekan bildirim paylasimlar ve
mahremiyet: Facebook &rnegi. Uluslararasi Sosyal Arastirmalar Dergisi, 8(41), 779-788.

Darmaningrat, E. W. T., Astuti, H. M., & Alfi, F. (2020). Information privacy concerns among
instagram users: The case of Indonesian college students. Journal of Information Systems
Engineering and Business Intelligence, 6(2), 159-168. http://dx.doi.org/10.20473/jisebi.6.2.159-
168

Dhir, A., Torsheim, T., Pallesen, S., & Andreassen, C. S. (2017). Do online privacy concerns predict
selfie behavior among adolescents, young adults and adults?. Frontiers in Psychology, 8, 815.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2017.00815

Dinev, T., & Hart, P. (2006). An extended privacy calculus model for e-commerce transactions.
Information Systems Research, 17(1), 61-80. https://www.jstor.org/stable/23015781

Dolgun, U. (2004). Goézetim toplumunun vyiikselisii Enformasyon toplumundan gozetim
toplumuna. Yénetim Bilimleri Dergisi, 2(1), 55-74.
https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/comuybd/issue/4120/54196

Fuchs, C. (2012). Internet and surveillance: The challenges of web 2.0 and social media. New York:
Routledge.

70


http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/jcom.12276
http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2479938
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.20459
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2010.02.012
http://dx.doi.org/10.20473/jisebi.6.2.159-168
http://dx.doi.org/10.20473/jisebi.6.2.159-168
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2017.00815
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23015781
https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/comuybd/issue/4120/54196

M E. D iA D Cagdas Umit YAZGAN

Journal of Media and Religion Studies

Gay, L.R., Mills, G.E., & Airasian, P.W. (2012). Educational research: Competencies for analysis and
application. 10th Edition, Pearson, Upper Saddle River.

Grammenos, P., Syrengela, N. A., Magkos, E., & Tsohou, A. (2017). Internet addiction of young
Greek adults: Psychological aspects and information privacy. In Genedis 2016 (pp. 67-78).
Springer, Cham.

Harvey, D. (1990). The Condition of postmodernism. Blackwell Publishers

James, C. (2009). Young people, ethics, and the new digital media: A synthesis from the good. Play
Project, MIT Press, London.

Keating, A., & Melis, G. (2017). Social media and youth political engagement: Preaching to the
converted or providing a new voice for youth?. The British Journal of Politics and
International Relations, 19(4), 877-894. https://doi.org/10.1177%2F1369148117718461

Kokolakis, S. (2017). Privacy attitudes and privacy behaviour: A review of current research on the
privacy paradox phenomenon. Computers & Security, 64, 122-134.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cose.2015.07.002

Korucu, A. T., & Gurkez, S. (2019). An analysis of online privacy concerns of teacher candidates.
Participatory Educational Research, 6(2), 15-25. http://dx.doi.org/10.17275/per.19.9.6.2

Kumar, R. (2018). Research methodology: A step-by-step guide for beginners. Sage.

Krejcie, R. V., & Morgan, D. W. (1970). Determining sample size for research activities. Educational
and Psychological Measurement, 30(3), 607-610. https://doi.org/10.1177/001316447003000308

Lebni, J. Y., Toghroli, R., Abbas, J., NeJhaddadgar, N., Salahshoor, M. R., Mansourian, M., ... &
Ziapour, A. (2020). A study of internet addiction and its effects on mental health: A study
based on Iranian University Students. Journal of Education and Health Promotion, 9.
https://doi.org/10.4103/jehp.jehp 148 20

Lin, J., Carter, L., & Liu, D. (2021). Privacy concerns and digital government: exploring citizen
willingness to adopt the COVIDSafe app. European Journal of Information Systems, 30(4),
389-402. https://doi.org/10.1080/0960085X.2021.1920857

McDonald, P., & Thompson P. (2016). Social media(tion) and the reshaping of public/private
boundaries in employment relations. International Journal of Management Reviews 18(1),
69-84. https://doi.org/10.1111/ijmr.12061

Mohamed, N., & Ahmad, I. H. (2012). Information privacy concerns, antecedents and privacy
measure use in social networking sites: Evidence from Malaysia. Computers in Human
Behavior, 28(6), 2366-2375. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2012.07.008

Nemati, H., Wall, J. D., & Chow, A. (2014). Privacy coping and information-sharing behaviors in
social media: a comparison of Chinese and US users. Journal of Global Information
Technology Management, 17(4), 228-249. https://doi.org/10.1080/1097198X.2014.978622

Okumus, M., & Atilgan, S. S. (2021). Universite 6grencilerinin dijital okuryazarlik becerileri ile dijital
mahremiyet kaygisi arasindaki iliski. TRT  Akademi, 6(12), 342-363.
https://doi.org[10.37679/trta.907558

Ozyurt, C. (2007). Yirminci yiizyil sosyolojisinde kentsel yasam. Balikesir Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler
Enstitiisi Dergisi, 10(18), 111-126.
https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/baunsobed/issue/50328/651713

Rigelsky, M., Megyesiova, S., lvankova, V., Al Khouri, I., & Sejvl, J. (2021). Gender differences in
Internet addiction among university students in the Slovak Republic. Adiktologie, 21, 35-42.
https://doi.org/10.35198/01-2021-001-0001

71

avIgaw


https://doi.org/10.1177%2F1369148117718461
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cose.2015.07.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.17275/per.19.9.6.2
https://doi.org/10.1177/001316447003000308
https://doi.org/10.4103/jehp.jehp_148_20
https://doi.org/10.1080/0960085X.2021.1920857
https://doi.org/10.1111/ijmr.12061
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2012.07.008
https://doi.org/10.1080/1097198X.2014.978622
https://doi.org/10.37679/trta.907558
https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/baunsobed/issue/50328/651713
https://doi.org/10.35198/01-2021-001-0001

[ ]
Investigation of the Relationship Between Online Privacy Concerns
and Internet Addiction among University Students M E D I A D

MEDIAD

Journal of Media and Religion Studies

Sambada, J., & Bhayani, S. (2018). A review of literature on consumer privacy concerns and
behaviour. International ~ Journal ~ of = Management  Studies,  3(9) = 23-27.
http://dx.doi.org/10.18843/ijms/v5i3(9)/04

Schatz Byford, K. (1998). Privacy in cyberspace: Constructing a model of privacy for the electronic
communications environment. Rutgers Computer and Technology Law Journal, 24,1-74.

Sennett, R. (2017). The fall of public man. WW Norton & Company.

Suveren, Y., & Zeren-Kosal, A. G. (2021). Sosyal medyada ‘benligin sunumu’: Benlik ve
mahremiyetin  sunumunun bireysel ve toplumsal anlami (izerine sosyolojik bir
degerlendirme. Afyon Kocatepe Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 23(4), 1226-1241.
https://doi.org/10.32709/akusosbil.990991

Simsek, T. (2019). Sosyal medyada mahremiyetin ifsasi: Instagram 6rnegi. Sosyolojik Dustin, 4(1),
10-24. https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/sosdus/issue/46613/537823

Thompson, N., Ahmad, A. and Maynard, S. (2021). Do privacy concerns determine online
information disclosure? The case of internet addiction. Information and Computer Security,
29(3), 558-569. https://doi.org/10.1108/1CS-11-2020-0190

Warren, S. D., & Brandeis, L. D. (1890). The right to privacy. Harvard Law Review, 4(5), 193-220.
https://doi.org/1321160

Wu, K. W., Huang, S. Y., Yen, D. C,, & Popova, I. (2012). The effect of online privacy policy on
consumer privacy concern and trust. Computers in Human Behavior, 28(3), 889-897.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2011.12.008

Yazgan, C. U., & Yildinm, A. F. (2020). Universite gencliginde internet bagimlilg ve derslerde siber
aylakhk davranislar. Genglik Arastirmalari Dergisi, 8, 5-29.
https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/genclikarastirmalari/issue/59468/726569

Young, K. S. (1998). Internet addiction: the emergence of a new clinical disorder. Cyberpsychology
& Behavior, 1(3), 237-244. https://doi.org/10.1089/cpb.1998.1.237

Zhou, T., & Li, H. (2014). Understanding mobile SNS continuance usage in China from the
perspectives of social influence and privacy concern. Computers in Human Behavior, 37, 283-
289. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2014.05.008



http://dx.doi.org/10.18843/ijms/v5i3(9)/04
https://doi.org/10.32709/akusosbil.990991
https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/sosdus/issue/46613/537823
https://doi.org/10.1108/ICS-11-2020-0190
https://doi.org/1321160
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2011.12.008
https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/genclikarastirmalari/issue/59468/726569
https://doi.org/10.1089/cpb.1998.1.237
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2014.05.008

MEDIAD

Medya ve Din Arastirmalari Dergisi | Journal of Media and Religion Studies

Universite Ogrencilerinin Online Mahremiyet Kaygilari ve internet
Bagimhlik Diizeyleri Arasindaki iliskinin incelenmesi

Cagdas Umit YAZGAN

Genisletilmis Ozet

Web tabanl iletisim teknolojilerindeki gelismeler ve sosyal medya kullaniminin
yayginlasmasi bir yandan verimlilik artisi, zahmetsiz ve disik maliyetli iletisim imkani saglarken,
diger yandan birey ve toplum (zerinde bazi olumsuz etkilere yol acabilmektedir. Glinimiizde
dijital medyanin etik fay hatlarindan biri, siber ortamda kisisel mahremiyetin akibetidir.
Mahremiyete yonelik tehditler hakkinda kullanicr farkindahigini artiran uygulamalar ¢ogalirken
mahremiyet kapsamindaki skandallarda da artis s6z konusudur. Ozellikle web tabanl sosyal
aglarin popilerlesmesi, mahremiyet ile ilgili kaygilan tetiklemis, bu kaygilar adeta kiiresel bir
tartisma konusuna dénlsmdstiir. Dogum tarihi, telefon numarasi, fiziki adres, e-posta adresi,
kisisel fotograflar, siyasi gorus, aile, ev, 6zel iliski durumu, dini goris, siyasi goris, cinsel tercih,
etkilesim driintdleri, kisisel begeniler, tiiketim aliskanliklari vb. bir¢ok kisisel bilgi siber ortamda
kolaylikla paylasilabilmektedir. Bu durum c¢ok ciddi mahremiyet saldirilarinin  temel
olusturabilmektedir. internet ortaminin belirgin sinirlara sahip olmamasi ve bu ortami kontrol
altina alabilecek dizenlenmis kisitlamalarin  bulunmamasi  online nitelikteki paylagimlan
mahremiyet agisindan endise kaynagina déniistiirebilmektedir. Siber ortamda Ozellikle internet
bagimlilarmin riskli davranislar sergileme veya mahremiyet kaygisi gibi problemler yasama olasiligi
artabilmektedir. internet bagimlisi kullanicilar mahremiyet ihlalleri konusunda daha savunmasiz
kalabilmektedir. Clinkii bagimli bireyler, bagimli olmayan bireylere oranla siber ortamda daha fazla
icerik paylasabilmektedirler. Siber ortamda daha fazla ifsa ve paylasim mahremiyete ydnelik
kaygilar arttirabilmektedir. Web tabanli sosyal paylasim aglari, 6zellikle gengler arasinda yogun
kullanilmaktadir. Genglik kategorisi internetle ¢ok kiiglik yaslardan itibaren tanisarak internetle
blytiyen ve yeni teknolojileri en fazla benimseyen bir yas grubu olarak nitelendirilebilir. Bu
arastirma, web tabanli teknolojilerin en fazla hitap ettigi kesimlerden biri olan Universite
gencliginin internet bagmlilik dizeyleri ve online mahremiyet kaygilari arasindaki iligkiyi
incelemektedir.

Modern toplumlarda mahremiyet, kamusal ve 6zel alanin ayrilmasi, 6zel alaninin kamu
tarafindan erisilebilir olmamasi gerektigi ilkelerine dayanmakta ve &zerklik ve anonimlik olarak
degerlendiriimektedir. insan haklarinin ayrilmaz bir parcasi olarak mahremiyet, modern devlette
bireysel 6zgurliklerin teminatidir (Dolgun, 2004). Mahremiyet kavrami, ilk olarak 19. Yizyilin
sonlarina dogru hukuki boyutuyla “kendi haline birakilma hakki” olarak tanimlanmistir (Warren
and Brandeis, 1890). Bu dncii tanimdan itibaren mahremiyet, akademide biyuk ilgi gérmistdir.
Sennett, 20. Yizyilda kamusal alanin eski 6nemini yitirerek mahrem alanin 6nem kazandigini ve
insanlarin 6zel alanlarina daha fazla kapanmaya basladiklarina dikkat cekmektedir. Mahrem diinya
giderek sinirlarini yitirmekte ve artik kamusal diinya tarafindan sinirlandirilamamaktadir (Sennet,
2017, Ozyurt, 2007). Bauman da giinimiiz diinyasinda kamusal alanin mahremiyet ordulari
tarafindan istila edildigini ve mahrem alanin yenik disttgini belirtmektedir (Bauman, 2010).
Guniimiz diinyasinda iletisim araglari mekanin ve zamanin alisiimig sinirlarini ¢ékertmistir (Harvey,
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1990). Zamansal/mekdnsal mesafeler teknoloji vasitasiyla sifilanmistir.  Enformasyon,
tastyicilarindan bagimsiz olarak yiizmektedir (Bauman, 1998). Artik siber uzamdaki siber iliskiler,
gercek davranislari kolayca alt edebilmektedir (Bauman, 2010). Sosyal medyanin gelisimi, sinirlar
nispeten belirgin olan mahrem yasam alanlari arasindaki sinirlarin degismesine, bulaniklasmasina
yol agmustir. Gliniimiizde mahrem ile mahrem olmayan, kamusal ile 6zel alan arasindaki ayrimlar
giderek belirsizlesmekte bireylerin kendi varliginin ve mahrem alanlarinin sinirlarini netlestirmesi
gliclesmektedir.

Dijitallesme siireci, mahremiyetin bireylerin kendileri hakkindaki bilgi akislari Gzerindeki
kontrolii anlamini giiclendirmistir. Bilgi ve otomasyon ¢aginda mahremiyet sadece inzivaya degil;
ayni zamanda bireylerin kendilerine ait kisisel bilgilerinin paylasimini nasil kontrol edeceklerine
isaret etmektedir. internet ve mahremiyet iliskisini anlamaya yénelik ilginin kaynaginda internet ve
dijital veri depolama teknolojilerindeki bas doéndiriicti gelismeler yatmaktadir. Teknolojik
gelismeler veri toplama, depolama ve yayma yetenegine sahip bir bilgi toplumunun ortaya
¢tkmasina yol actigindan, bireylerin mahremiyet kaygilar hi¢bir zaman son yillardaki kadar 6nem
kazanmamustir. Glinimiizde online mahremiyet kaygisi ¢ok fazla tartisilan bir konu olsa da
mahremiyet kaygilari ile siber ortamdaki davranislar arasinda buyik tutarsizliklar (mahremiyet
paradoksu) s6z konusu olabilmektir. Bireyler mahremiyet konusunda endise duysalar dahi
paylasim yapmaktan kendilerini alikoyamamaktadirlar. Bireylerin siber ortamda yirdttikleri
faaliyetlerden elde ettikleri fayda ve tatmin, mahremiyet kaygilar yasasalar dahi siber ortamda
paylasim yapmaya devam etmelerine yol acabilmektedir. Bagimh dizeyindeki kullanicilar
mahremiyet kaygilan yasasalar dahi mahremiyet sorunlarn ile basa ¢ikma konusunda diger
kullanicilara oranla daha isteksiz olabilmektedir.

Bagimh kullanicilar, bagimh olmayan kullanicilara oranla daha sik ve daha fazla icerik
paylasmaktadir. Artan kullanim sikhgi ve siiresi nedeniyle, bagimli kullanicilarin bilgi paylasma
konusunda bagimli olmayan kullanicilara gére daha bilingli ve dikkatli olmalari beklenebilir. Ancak,
Nemati ve meslektaslarinin (2014) arastirmasinin sonuglari bu durumu desteklememektedir.
internet bagimlilik diizeyi yiiksek kullanicilar, bagimh olmayan kullanicilara gére mahremiyet
sorunlari ile basa ¢ikmada daha isteksiz olabilmektedirler. Sosyal medyada daha fazla zaman
gecirmelerine ragmen bagmh kullanicilarin stratejiler gelistirerek kendilerini koruma olasiliklar
zayiflayabilmektedir.

Literatiirde internet bagimliligr ile mahremiyet arasindaki iliskileri ele alan arastirmalarin
sinirl sayidadir. Universite égrencilerinin internet bagimllig ile online mahremiyet kaygilarina
dogrudan odaklanan bir arastirmaya ise literatlirde rastlanamamistir. Bu arastirma literatirdeki
boslugu dikkate alarak Universite 6grencilerinin internet bagimlilik dizeyleri ile online mahremiyet
kaygilan arasindaki iliskiyi ortaya c¢ikarmayr amaglamaktadir. Arastirmada yanit aranan temel
sorular sunlardir:

1. Universite &grencilerinin internet bagmlilik ve mahremiyet kaygi diizeyleri ile
sosyodemografik nitelikleri arasinda anlamli farkliliklar var midir?

2. Universite égrencilerinin internet bagimlilik diizeyleri ile mahremiyet kaygi diizeyleri
arasinda nasil bir iliski vardir?

Yontem

Bu arastirma, nicel arastirma yontemleri kapsaminda, mevcut durumu tanimlamak ve iki ya
da daha fazla degisken arasindaki iliskilerin varligini, yéniind, gictind arastirmak igin iliskisel
tarama deseni ile tasarlanmistir.

Bu arastirma Tirkiye’de 21.523 6grencinin kayith oldugu bir devlet (iniversitesinde
ylritilmastdr. Evreni bilinen 6rneklem hesaplama formili kullanilarak belirlenen sayinin (377)
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zerine cikilarak 524 6grenciden veri toplanmistir. Arastirmada orantili tabakali érneklem secim
teknigi kullanilmistir. Arastirmada tanitici bilgi formu, Tirkge’ye uyarlanmis “Online Mahremiyet
Kaygisi” (Alakurt, 2017) ve “internet Bagimlilig” (Cakir-Balta ve Horzum, 2008) &lceklerini iceren
bir veri toplama formu kullaniimistir. Veriler kodlanarak SPSS (Statistical Package for Social
Sciences for Windows 25.0) paket programi ile degerlendirilmistir. Tanimlayici bilgilerin
degerlendiriimesinde sayr ve yiizde dagilimlari, ortalama ve standart sapma gibi tanimlayici
istatistikler kullanildi. Basiklik ve carpiklik degerleri incelenerek verilerin normal dagihm gésterme
durumu degerlendirildi. Homojen dagilan verilerde two independent samples t testi, one way
ANOVA uygulandi. ANOVA testi sonucunda fark yaratan grubu belirlemek icin Tukey testi
uygulandi. Homojen dagilmayan verilerde Man Whitney U testi, Kruskal Wallis testi uyguland.
Olceklerin icsel tutarliligini test etmek icin Cronbach’s Alpha icsel tutarlilik testi yapild.

Bulgular

Kadin ve erkek o6grencilerin internet bagimliigl (Z=32,15; p=0,03), mahremiyet kaygisi
(t=2,26; p=0,02) ve cevrimici 6deme (t=-2,21; p=0,02), cevrimici gliven (Z=23,39; p=0,001) ortalama
puanlar arasinda anlamli farkliliklar tespit edilmistir. Buna gére kadin dgrencilerin mahremiyet
kaygilari, cevrim ici 6deme ve giliven kaygilarinin erkek dgrencilerden daha yiiksek oldugu tespit
edilmistir. Ancak erkek 6grencilerin internet bagimlilik dizeylerinin kadin 6grencilerden daha
yiiksek oldugu saptanmistir.

Sinif degiskeni ile internet bagimhhg (X2=19,62; p=0,0001), mahremiyet kaygisi (F=3,605;
p=0,013) ve e-posta kullanimi kaygisi (X*=21,10; p=0,0001) ortalama puanlari arasinda anlamli
farkhliklar tespit edilmistir. Belirtilen degiskenler icin 1. Sinif 6grencilerinin ortalama puanlarinin
daha dusutk oldugu tespit edilmistir.

Instagram kullananlar ve kullanmayanlarin mahremiyet kaygisi (t=1,995; p=0,044), cevrim ici
guven (t=2,288; p=0,023) ve 6deme kaygisi (t=3,024; p=0,003) puan ortalamalari arasinda anlamli
farkliliklar tespit edilmistir. Belirtilen degiskenler icin Instagram kullanicilarinin  puan
ortalamalarmin daha yuksek oldugu saptanmistir.

Mahremiyet kaygisi ile internet bagimliligl arasinda orta pozitif, mahremiyet kaygisi ile
internet kullanim siiresi arasinda zayif pozitif, mahremiyet kaygisi ile TV izleme siiresi arasinda
zayif negatif, mahremiyet kaygisi ile yas arasinda zayif pozitif iliski tespit edilmistir. internet
bagimlihg ile e-posta kullanim kaygisi arasinda orta pozitif, internet bagimliligi ile cevrimici giiven,
6deme kaygisi, internet kullanimi arasinda zayif pozitif iliski tespit edilmistir. Basit dogrusal
regresyon analizi sonuglarina gore internet bagimlliginin online mahremiyet kaygisini anlamli
diizeyde acikladigi belirlenmistir (R=0,397; R%0,157; F=97,457). internet bagmlilig, online
mahremiyet kaygisinin toplam varyansinin %15,7’sini agiklamaktadir.

Sonug

Bu arastirma, Universite 6grencilerinin online mahremiyet kaygilarinin cinsiyet, sinif ve
internet bagimlilik diizeyleri ile iliskili oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. 1. Sinif 6grencilerinde, kadin
6grencilerde ve Instagram hesabi kullanan 6grencilerde online mahremiyet kaygilarinin erkeklere
kiyasla anlamli diizeyde yiiksek oldugu tespit edilmistir. Erkek 6grencilerin ise internet bagimlilik
diizeylerinin kadin 6grencilere kiyasla anlamli diizeyde yiiksek oldugu belirlenmistir. Bu sonuglar,
siber ortamda mahremiyet kaygilarinin gesitli degiskenlerle iliskili olabilecegini ve tesadiifi bicimde
gelismedigine isaret etmektedir.

internet ortaminda erkekler, kadinlara kiyasla daha rahat davranabilmekte ve siber ortama
ybnelik giliven dizeyleri daha yiiksek olabilmektedir. Erkeklerin gerek fiziki-sosyal ortamda
gerekse siber ortamda mahremiyet y6nelik kaygilari toplumsal cinsiyet rollerine bagl bicimde
daha diistik olabilmektedir. Geleneksel yetistirme usullerinin hala etkili oldugu Tiirkiye’de erkekler
yetistirilme ve sosyallesme siireglerinde, cocukluktan itibaren mahremiyet konusunda kadinlara
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kiyasla daha esnek tutumlarla karsilasabilmektedir. Kadinlar, mahremiyet baglaminda daha
kisitlayicr tutumlarla yetistirilebilmekte ve temkinli olmaya daha fazla yonlendirilebilmektedir. Ayni
zamanda mahremiyete yonelik bir sorun yasama halinde kadinlarin dislanma ve suglanma gibi
yaptirmlarla daha karsilagsabilme olasiligl artabilmektedir. Dolayisiyla kadinlar, yetistiriime ve
sosyallesme sireclerinden kaynaklanan nedenlerden dolayi fiziksel diinyada mahremiyet
konusundaki temkinli yaklagimlarini siber ortamda da siirdiirebilmektedirler. Bu baglamda fiziksel
diinyadaki mahremiyet pratiklerinin toplumsal cinsiyet rolleri temelinde siber ortamda stireklilik
gosterdigini ve yeniden uretilebildigini s6ylemek mimkindir.

Bu arastirmadan elde edilen sonuclara gore 1. Sinif 6grencilerinin mahremiyet kaygilarinin
daha distiiktiir. Universite egitiminin ilk yilinda yeni dahil olunan sosyal diinya ile somut bicimde
ilgilenme egilimi giicli olabsilmektedir. Universiteye gecis siirecinde deneyimlenen yeni sosyal
ortam, bu asamada, siber ortama yonelik kontrolsiiz davranislar azaltabilmekte ve online
mahremiyet kaygilarini hafifletebilmektedir.

Bu arastirmada Instagram’da hesabi olan tniversite 6grencilerinin mahremiyet kaygilarinin
daha yiiksek oldugu tespit edilmistir. Instagram’da bir yandan kisisel bilgilerin daha fazla
paylasiima olasiligi ve mahremiyetin sinirlarinin belirsizlesmesine yonelik farkindalik artarken diger
yandan bu platformda paylasilan iceriklere yénelik mahremiyet kaygisi yogunlasabilmektedir.

Arastirmada Universite 6grencilerinin internet bagmlilik dizeyleri arttik¢a online
mahremiyet kaygilarinin da arttigi belirlenmistir. Ayrica internet bagimlihiginin, online mahremiyet
kaygisinin toplam varyansinin %15,7’sini acikladigi tespit edilmistir. internetin kontrolsiizce
kullanimini ifade eden internet bagimliliginin bash basina bir problem olsa da gerek sosyal hayatta
gerekse siber ortamda bagka problemlere davetiye cikarabildigi anlasiimaktadir. Giinimiiz
dinyasinda dijital ortamda kisisel bilgilerin kontrolt ve paylasimi ile ilgili endiseler bircok bireyi
ilgilendirse de mahremiyet kaygisi siber ortamin problemli kullanicilar olarak internet bagimhilari
icin daha fazla sorun teskil edebilmektedir. Ozellikle dijitallesmenin en ¢ok hitap ettigi kesimlerden
biri olan Universite gencligi arasinda internet bagimliik diizeyi arttikca mahremiyete yo6nelik
endiseler artmaktadir. Bu sonu¢ ayni zamanda mahremiyet paradoksu olarak ifade edilen
tutarsizigl da énemli 6lciide kanrtlamaktadir. Universite égrencileri bir taraftan e-posta kullanimi,
cevrimici tiiketim ve online sosyallesme gibi davranislarin yol agabilecegi mahremiyet kaygilarini
yogun bicimde yasarlarken ote taraftan interneti kontrolsiizce kullanma egilimleri devam
edebilmektedir. Bu durum, dijitallesme siireclerinin kaynaklik ettigi endiseler ve risk farkindaligi ile
tutarsizlk gosteren problemli online davranislarin  (internet bagmlilig gibi) ayni anda
sergilenebilecegini géstermektedir. Ozetle, kullanicilar icin internet kullanimi ile ilgili internet
bagimhlig ve mahremiyet kaygisi sorunlarinin kesistigi, i¢ ice gectigi ve birbirini besledigi ileri
surdlebilir.
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