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Abstract

The paper re-examines neoliberal societies' essential characteristics and dignity exposition, arguing that
racial injustice represents and inaugurates a systemic culmination. By proceeding with the theoretical
framework of neoliberalism's impact on inequality, the study presents racism and its relevance in health
and cognate inequalities and association to human security- freedom from indignity. Racial inequality in
health and cognate inequities can not be transformed unless the power of neoliberalism is simultaneously
contested. The COVID-19 has exposed the adverse effects of a system that has dominated and
disproportionately impacted racialized US communities. It confirmed long-standing structural variations
pointing out inadequate policies, budget discrepancies, jeopardizing human security conceptualization.
Thus, the rationale for a neoliberalism reversal within the alternative hybrid order. The phenomenon's
roots and current issues lie in the realization of capitalism, the morphology of the nation-state, and the
generative order of colonialism. The discrimination and unequal access to healthcare, education, and
employment construct a paradoxical paradigm - the affluent US society contains disputable human
security, welfare, and general prosperity. With an ideal approach to skepticism and confusion regarding
critical race theory, the legal history, doctrinal race development, and the International Convention on
Racial Discrimination, a contemporary racial foundation needs to be developed, reaffirmed, improved,
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and protected to incorporatethe democratic content of the US's principles of legal equality. A rational
approach to assess the social welfare system is to examine its significant impact on poverty and racial
discrimination. The moral criterion and compulsory economic logic of direct financial benefits associated
with poverty policies require considerable determination. The right to health is a fundamental precondition
for achieving freedom from indignity contributing to non-violent behavior, legalism, and community
improvement. Theconsolidation of wealth and power in one society could be ground for racial and other
exclusivist discourses, and the improper system of governance and, ultimately, society become.
Institutional racism, whether implicit or explicit, is often unnoticed or disregarded. Ethnic sensitivity,
empowerment, and cultural competence should constitute anti-racism tools of liberation policies to
constitute a dignified culture of equality and equity.

Keywords: Health inequalities, Racism, USA, Human Security, Freedom from Indignity,
Neoliberalism, Inequities, Human Rights

Introduction

Although less visible, racial inequality's historical and structural roots are broad and lie beneath
the surface. It takes more than confrontation and condemnation to eradicate them. Racism, in its
myriad forms, continues to flourish despite the spread of equal opportunities and the formal denial
of racist actions. No theory gives a complete illustration of why prejudices and stereotypesarise.
Stereotypes are deeply embedded in US culture and often influence acts of prejudice and systemic
racism that have contributed to the inequalities of African-American males. (Taylor et al., 2019)
Although (institutional) racism as a social problem is not new, its importance has undoubtedly
increased with the advent of capitalism. Some authors have argued that the prevalence of racism
is also closely related to the emergence of neoliberalism. According to Theodore and Brenner
(2002), as a regime policy, neoliberalism leads to the formation of a multicultural, transnational
elite class on the one hand, while on the other hand, there is a visible increase in poverty around
the world. George (1999) argued that neoliberal practices and placing public wealth in private
hands, granting tax breaks for the rich, cause inequalities reflected in interpersonal violence and
racist behavior. Harvey (2003, 2005) similarly blames the capitalist nature of neoliberalism as
the main reproducer of inequality that contributes to the uneven development of different states,
increasing tension between certain groups of people. Hohle (2018) argues that neoliberalism
results from the latest elite white strategy to maintain political and economic power. Hohle
focused on how the origins and expansion of neoliberalism depended on language or semiotic
assemblage of the white-private and black public. The language of neoliberalism explains how
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the white racial frame operates as a web of racial meanings that connect social groups with
economic policy, geography, and police brutality (Hohle, 2018).

Neoliberalism is a controversial issue and depends on the social context, and primarily
neoliberal doctrines are based on open, competitive, and unregulated markets, free from all forms
of state interference. Covid-19 manifested how vital healthcare and particularly public health-
designed investments are. However, neoliberalism and racism as the associated phenomena must
be treated at the root, not only current- pandemic circumstances. Biopolitics and necropolitics
cannot exist without each other, but the specific imbalance between them depends on the specifics
of racial capitalism and ethnonationalism in each state. These two dynamics have always
provided a much more central place for necropolitics in the capitalist system. "Colonialism of
power" ensures that the same violent, racist, and necropolitical dynamics at the heart of colonial
rule are adopted in both metropolises and "former colonies" after formal decolonization (Quijano
and Ennis, 2000).

The incapacity of the US, one of the most developed countries, was best demonstrated
during the pandemic. In times of the pandemic, neoliberal capitalism has confronted the
consequences of its policies on people's lives. Though African-American (Black) and Hispanic
(Brown) communities share many of the experiences that make them more susceptible,
significant differences between them need to be understood to combat the virus's adverse
economic and health effects effectively. The Economic Policy Institute report focused
specifically on black workers is the first to explore how racial and economic inequality leaves
workers of color with few good options for protecting their health and economic well-being.
Another companion report highlighted conditions for Hispanic workers. (Gould et al., 2020)
Economic effects are that devastating job losses are hitting black workers and their families,
especially hard. There are three main groups of workers in the COVID-19 economy: those who
have lost their jobs and face economic insecurity, those who are classified as essential workers
and face health insecurity as a result, and those who can continue working from the safety of
their homes. Unfortunately, black workers are less likely to be found in the last group. They have
suffered record numbers of job losses over the last two months (March 2020—May 2020), along
with related economic devastation. They are also disproportionately found among the essential
workers in the economy today—continuing to go to their workplaces, risking their health and

their families because they cannot sustain adequate social distance from their co-workers and
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customers (Gould and Wilson, 2020) .Drawing on over a decade of research on epidemics, the
origins, unfolding and effects of the COVID-19 pandemic require analysis that addresses
structural political-economic conditions alongside far less ordered, "unruly" processes reflecting
complexity, uncertainty, contingency, and context-specificity. This structural-unruly duality in
the conditions and processes of pandemic emergence, progression, and impact provides a lens to
view three key challenge areas. The first is how scientific advice and evidence are used in a policy
when conditions are rigidly 'locked in' to established power relations and yet so uncertain. The
second is how economies function; the COVID-19 crisis has revealed the limits of a conventional
economic growth model. Third, new forms of politics can become the basis of reshaped citizen-
state relations in confronting a pandemic, such as those around mutual solidarityand care (Leach
et al., 2021). The US paradox is the existence of inequality within all sectors. Onthe one hand, it
indicates that American health research centers represent the world's reference centers and, on
the other hand, a flawed health system assails the health care of ordinary American citizens.
The post-pandemic economy's representation illustrates Joseph Schumpeter's words:
"there is a schedule when capitalism will experience complete disappearance.” The data show
that African-American and Latino communities have collectively faced some of the COVID-19
pandemic's most damaging economic and health effects. (Gould and Wilson, 2020). The US is
one of the wealthiest, most powerful, and most technologically innovative countries globally, but
its wealth, power, and technology do not address a condition where 40 million people live in
poverty. The US exceptionalism has been a constant theme in the discussions. However, the US
is exceptional only in highly problematical policies that are inoffensive contrast to the infinite
wealth and formal commitment to human rights. As a developed country, the US originates
paradoxical indications of population inequality within access to health, education, uneven
workforce, with additional legal discriminations. The inequality of life prospects or opportunities
(social mobility) of today's American generations is influenced by several factors, in addition to
differences in income and wealth. Lack of a general health care system (children from more
impoverished families are often uninsured and will have significant health problems), poor
nutrition (poor children eat poorly and will get sick more often), a weak social network (parents'
life difficulties are reflected in their children) and a markedly uneven quality of primary
education. (Wilkinson and Pickett, 2009) The lack of adequate education has much more

significant social consequences than the difference itself in income. The unemployment rate of
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African-Americans in today's time is probably a fundamental cause of their role in the illegal sale
of drugs, fatal cases, and crimes arising from it. The employment rate of African-Americans in
2016 was 61.8%, which means that more than one-third of the community does not contribute
with its work but relies on government social programs, the black market, drug trafficking, other
goods, and services, or a combination of all of these (Whalin and Block, 2017).

Observing health inequalities through the prism of the health system, the availability of
healthcare, and social determinants that affect the whole context designate that synergy need to
be achieved with other policies to work and health inequalities to work and health inequalities be
minimized. Inequalities create differences in health status, and an increasing number of stagnant
and impoverished, sick and uneducated people have no life chances to live materially, gain work
skills and life experiences. Research on the relationship between income inequality and the
number of people with mental illness has shown that the incidence of mental illness is strongly
linked to income inequalities in the US and the United Kingdom (UK). At the same time, there
isno correlation between the two data in continental European countries. (Phillips, 1991) The US
health care system, the most expensive in the world, is, like education, accessible only to certain
strata of society. As race and poverty often overlap, the most disadvantaged are racial minorities.
They were also more exposed to the COVID-19 because they do jobs that cannot be done from
residence and had fewer opportunities to be treated on time or adequately because hospitals in
Africa-American districts were unprepared. The irony is that the virus, which was initially spread
by people who could travel for work or as tourists, infected those forced to live in places and
conditions from which it was impossible to escape. In addition, African-Americans often suffer
as a percentage of so-called predispositions for critical illness from COVID-19, such as diabetes,
obesity, heart, and respiratory diseases. These diseases are always exacerbated by the conditions
people live and the lack of health care. So the pandemic exclusively brought to knowledge the
issues caused by inequalities that could generally be ignored. The mortality among African-
Americans has discarded new knowledge on long-standing structural and social inequalities
inthe US, the focal point of global protests against social injustice. For a continued time, it is a
factthat racial inequality is a severe problem in the US. However, it was a peripheral issue that
sought a solution but cannot jeopardize the view of the US as a country of equal opportunities for
progress for all.

Political, social, and economic events in the 1980s, such as the election of Ronald
]
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Reagan as President, and the deregulation of the economy, the enthronement of neoliberalism as
the unguestionable course of contemporary American society, led to a 2008 crisis. It revealed a
sequence of the historical logic of the US society. At the end of the last century, the unrestrained
logic of capital no longer knew any limitations favored the rise of neoliberal culture and a class
of economic elite. From that period, the processes of mutation of capital began, the celebration
offinancial capital eventually led to a crash that, as we know, was not its end but only a moment
of crisis. After the financial crisis and the devastating wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, Obama's
victory did not indicate victory over racism, leading to resentment. Racial capitalism is a
fundamental cause of the racial and socioeconomic inequities within the novel coronavirus
pandemic in the US. The overrepresentation of Black death reported in Detroit, Michigan was a
case study for this argument. (Pirtle, 2020) Liberal America had not overcome its most
significant issue; it was reflected in Donald Trump's election. Even before Trump came to power,
racial riots occurred, such as a series of clashes between white police officers and African-
Americans during Obama's term in which several people were killed. If some lives are
insignificant, they cannot be called lives because life is assumed to be valuable in itself. So what
we see here is that some lives are more valuable than others, that is, they are so valuable that
they should be protected at all costs, while on the other hand, there are those lives that are not
worth much or not worth at all. When this kind of thought becomes a reality, lives that are not
worth much or are not worth anything can be killed or exposed to conditions of poverty and
indignity without any bitterness. Under the influence of the latest social movements, citizens
have started to perceive racial injustice and other forms of injustice as a systemic problem. It
represents a significant ideological change. Racial discrimination and legal inequalities have a
long history - but the ideological lens was considerably different, events and facts are the same,
but interpretations differ. As Cornel West has well observed, this is a problem we cannot solve
by "putting a few black people in high positions." Historically, each stage of increased rights for
minorities in the US, principally for African-Americans, was accompanied by new forms of
discrimination.

Lynchings followed the Civil War, monuments to the Confederacy and its generals were
erected decades later, African/American soldiers in World War Il were not given the right to
study for free like other veterans, and the abolition of segregation in the 1960s resulted in the

flight of white population from cities and tax areas inhabited by African-Americans. Systemic
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racism is institutionalized through property and residence ownership, determining the tax base
and education and health systems. As schools in the US are paid for from local budgets, more
impoverished areas where African-Americans live have a lower tax base and thus fewer
opportunities to fund education adequately. Differences in real estate ownership thus become the
cause of other differences. In Minneapolis, for example, where George Floyd was assassinated,
which is otherwise considered a progressive city, only a quarter of African-Americans own homes
as opposed to 76% of the white population. Anti-immigrant sentiments are also part of American
history. Just as periods of increased rights for African-Americans led to new forms of
discrimination, each new wave of migration provoked new prejudices.

Neoliberal social and economic system by targeting individualization and minimal state
interference in the economy makes it difficult to fully implement the human rights that the state
needs to guarantee. For example, revenues from contributions and taxes should finance the
welfare state and investments in affordable and affordable housing, quality education, a fair
pension system, and comprehensive, quality, and affordable health care. The new global
economy contributes to new forms of race, class, and gender inequality by widening economic
disparities, displacing people from land which provided self-sufficiency, and eroding accustomed
ways of life that cannot be addressed in a strictly domestic context. Struggles for economic
justice and human rights, thus, need to be moved to the transnational level. (Glenn, 2000) To
develop and improve human rights, we need to rethink the current economic system and make it
a factor for improvement, not endangering or abolishing human rights. Article 28 of the 1948
Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that "everyone has the right to a social and
international order in which the rights and freedoms outlined in this Declaration can be fully
exercised, and since the current social, economic, and international order does not appear to be
the ideal system for exercising the rights and freedoms guaranteed to us on paper should be re-
examined. Thus, a thorough re-examination of the essential characteristics of capitalist societies
is needed. In the search for a model of sustainable development, it is necessary to consider the
fact that neoliberalism represents harm. However, anti-market fundamentalism or dogmatism is
harmful as well. Capitalism is hard to replace, especially in the Western world, because it has
simply entered into people's consciousness and became an inseparable part of their lives, but it is
not disputed that it has its flaw and needs to be adjusted. First, it needs to be adapted to become

more socially sensitive to suggest designing a hybrid system.
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There is no doubt that neoliberalism is experiencing the zenith of its evolution
characterized by the abuse of the notion of power. In the book, "People, Power and Profit:
Progressive Capitalism for an Age of Discontent,” Joseph Stiglitz (2019) describes the term
"power" as "powerlessness,” that is, the political powerlessness of large groups, which the
capitalist system uses. Derogating the government forty years ago, attacks collective action
undermines market equilibrium and abolishes financial resources that should be the backbone of
developing sectors that resemble devastated after a pandemic. Despite massive $ 2.7 trillion in
government assistance and poorly designed measures against the spread of coronavirus adverse
effects, the US's economic system has failed to preserve US jobs, making the unemployment rate
more progressive than other advanced countries. (Stiglitz, 2019) When a contemporary economic
book written in today's intelligible language becomes a world bestseller - despite numerous
objections on the one hand (too much advocacy of antitrust policies) and high praise on the other
(creates an image of progressive capitalism) - then we comprehend how to understand economic
trends after a pandemic it still requires the opinion of the profession. In the last three decades, the
neoliberal belief in free-market effectiveness marked the mainstream economy. As distribution
relations within the most developed Western countries were predominantly determined by
ideological and political reasons and transformations from the late 1970s, the neoliberal
paradigm of socioeconomic development prevailed and soon stopped and reversed, the
prevailing trend of reducing inequality in Western societies. Unemployment rates by race, and by
race and gender, from February—April 2020 show that, while unemployment skyrocketed for
Black and white workers in the COVID-19 labor market, the unemployment rate is higher for
Black workers (Gould and Wilson, 2020).

The production, technological, and globalization changes that have taken place in parallel
with political changes have a much smaller impact on the return of asymmetric social distribution,
if not marginal. The essential change in the character of social distribution came about due to
the emergence of a new and different political will. It aimed to grow the wealth and power of
individuals rather than the wealth of society and the preservation of uniform distribution. By
accepting the neoliberal socioeconomic model to varying degrees, many European and other
countries have also allowed the growth of economic and other social inequalities, but to a much
lesser extent than Anglo-Saxon societies. Even in the UK, the countryof most significant

inequality after the US, neoliberal welfare state reforms have not led to the complete
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disappearance of the principle of solidarity and the abolition of post-market measures to reduce
income inequality. Conventional welfare economics states that the accurate response depends on
the strength of propensity for income equality and the distortions in incentives that the system
creates. A society that wants to be stable and prosperous must not allow itself to abolish
mechanisms and reduce funds for social interventions of the state, because in addition to
economic inequalities, other social problems such as demographic aging, low fertility rates, high
youth unemployment, high pension and health expenses, and environmental pollution.
Dramatically, people of "color" are exposed to more air pollution than whites from industry,
vehicles, construction, and other sources. The most recent research showed that disproportionate
numbers of non-white people were exposed to potentially hazardous fine particle pollution from
nearly all primary US emission sources, regardless of where they live or how much money they
make. African-Americans were the only group disproportionately exposed to each pollution
source examined. Moreover, Black, Hispanic and Asian people were exposed to higher than
average levels of fine particle pollution, while white people were subjected to lower than average
levels. (Costley, 2021) It is the principal reason why they are more susceptible to chronic
diseases. David Harvey, in "Short history of neoliberalism," problematize neoliberalism like a
theory that explains the practices of political economy, a which claims to human well-being can
be best promoted by allowing the freedoms of entrepreneurial activities of individuals and skills
within the institutional frameworks, which are characterized by solid rights private property, free
market, and free trade. However, that the theory is one a practice secondly, is confirmed by the
data on significant economic inequalities, chaotic reforms, and uneven development of state
institution, which imposes on us the conclusion that: "the neoliberal state is unstable and
contradictory political form." (Harvey, 2007) Total privatization would undoubtedly eliminate
the need for a state and collective decision-making, democracy, which are explicit anti-
democratic beliefs. Neoliberalism was taken for granted, and its teachings and recommendations
were so clear and shared understanding that it promptly qualified for the role of the best ideology.
Many economists saw neoliberalism as the essence of all the best and most sensible ideas.
Defending the Washington Consensus, John Williams wrote that it was "the core of wisdom
accepted by all serious economists.” (Williams, 2004).

Given the parameters addressed by socioeconomic rights, it is essential to highlight that

the world's state currently finds itself. Today, the world is divided by the owners of capital who,
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instead of primarily serving the economy, become its great masters. The neverending paradigm
confirms the evidence that in the 2000s, 33 % of the gross domestic product was owned by them.
Although it has been several years since the World Economic Forum debated economic inequality
with a debate on "Has 20th Century Capitalism" characterized the main threat to socialstability,
world powers have failed to stem the growing inequality trend. The poorest sections of global
society are routinely forced to choose between healthcare and other household necessities,
including food and education. More than 122 million people worldwide have to live on a daily
wage of only $ 3.10, which is the threshold of moderate poverty due to healthcare costs. A total
of 800 million people worldwide spend over 10 & of their household budget on healthcare costs
not covered by health insurance. Women belong to the most vulnerable group. (World Bank,
2017) Minimum healthcare proclaims the right to be healthy, although one aspect of the right to
health is a fundamental precondition for achieving a quality of life and enjoying other rights that
contribute to the progress of society. The right to health is only one of the collective rights arising
from international solidarity, of which it is the protector and foundation for realization. It is the
essential tool of man for personal progress, development, and dignified life, and thus indirectly
for the development of the whole community. The right to health encompasses the right to be
healthy and is closely related to all those rights that provide the individual with the minimum to
achieve a dignified life and personal progress.

Ensuring adequate healthcare is an obligation of a state arising from Article 12 of the
International Covenant on Economic, social and cultural rights. In order to fulfill their obligation,
states are obliged to ensure the availability of the healthcare system. Its accessibility and
acceptability, and equal quality for all, should be based on the principle of non-discrimination. It
includes public health institutions and health services in sufficient numbers at the state level,
provision of fundamental medicines, physical accessibility of health services (health institutions
and care within a reasonable distance from the place of residence), social insurance system, and
coverage of basic costs of treatment and medicines, information on health and all factors that
affect it, quality service based on scientific achievements and medical ethics. By ensuring a
minimum of healthcare and hygiene conditions for all citizens, states create a basis for the
personal progress of their citizens. Thus the progress of the whole society. Primary healthcare is
specifically regulated by the 1978 Alma-Ata Declaration, which emphasizes the crucial role of

primary healthcare in addressing the most common health problems in each community through
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preventive, curative, and rehabilitative care. (Declaration of Alma-Ata, 1978)

Socioeconomic inequalities in health are differences in prevalence or the incidence of
health problems among populations of different socioeconomic statuses. These inequalities
should not be confused with health inequalities protection. Socioeconomic status is measured
based on three indicators: occupation, level education, and property status, and it is the broadest
sense of the word, which means a position in the social hierarchy expressed through the above
three indicators. Socioeconomic inequalities in health are among the most critical public health
issues today, as are differences in health status or the distribution of health determinants among
different population groups. Today's range of these inequalities is surprisingly broad and
indicates differences between different population groups (e.g., members of different regions,
different ethnic groups, different social groups, races, and genders). Through their impact on
health, many social factors lead to health inequalities. Health inequalities directly affect poverty,
environmental and living conditions, unhealthy diet, risky behavior, or indirect, through
insufficient education or inaccessible healthcare. (Mastilica, 2010) Income and income
inequalities, social cohesion, and social capital significantly affect health and disease occurrence
at the population and personal levels. (Sacker et al., 2000) The link between poverty, poor
education, and even neurological consequences in the US is neglected. Effective poverty
reduction can improve this complexity. Analyzing data (e.g., OECD Data, 2019 on the
"Confronting Poverty" platform) from various countries, we can conclude that child poverty is
far lower in other wealthy countries, i.e., European countries, not because their economy
provides higher wages for lower-income workers, but because of more robust social programs.
Like many in Latin America, most of these countries provide direct cash benefits to parents with
children.

In the current global circumstances, the nation and race become an invincible stronghold
of the disputed individual. With COVID-19, attributing responsibility to an "other" is somewhat
indirect because, ultimately, the responsibility lies with a virus rather than human actors. COVID-
19 is an "invisible enemy,” as Donald Trump stated. In this regard, the pandemic is akin to a
natural disaster. However, even natural disasters typically provoke efforts to attribute
responsibility to human actors—to lay blame at the feet of an individual, group, or institution for
failing to act appropriately. This process of attributing blame can be highly conflictual. As the

conflict takes shape, it aligns with and amplifies existing cleavages. For example, after Hurricane
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Katrina, an emotional struggle over responsibility ensued that ultimately enflamed a longer-
running conflict over the place of African Americans in America. (Woods et al., 2020) Ana
Bradley advances a long-overdue claim: racism should be affirmatively and explicitly recognized
as a human rights violation under international law. (Bradley, 2019) A significant obstacle with
the internationalization of human rights is the impossibility of prosecuting states that do not
abide by signed pacts and declarations. Even though the affinities between critical race theory
and Third World approaches to International Law, social justice, and critical legal pedagogy,
anti-racism has little influence over how critical legal scholars teach international law. (Al Attar,
2020) The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
remains the principal international human rights instrument defining and prohibiting racial
discrimination in all sectors of private and public life. While the principle of non-discrimination
appears in Article 1 of the Charter of the United Nations and is enshrined in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, it was felt that this crucial rule of international law should receive
due prominence in a legal instrument that elaborates the definitions and obligations in stemming
from it. (McDougall, 2021) Furthermore, the social and socio-economic potential of minority
groups is often limited and severely disrupted, so empowerment is crucial—importance toprevent
their abuse by more powerful groups. Multidimensionality is reflected in what happens within
sociological, psychological, economic, and other dimensions and also occurs at different levels

such as an individual, group, or community.

The critical race theory emerged out of postmodernist thought, which tends to be
skeptical of the idea of universal values, objective knowledge, individual merit, Enlightenment
rationalism, and liberalism—tenets that conservatives tend to hold dear. Fundamentally, though,
the disagreement springs from different conceptions of racism. Critical race theory emphasizes
outcomes, not merely on individuals' own beliefs, and it calls on these outcomes to be examined
and rectified. Critical race theory also has ties to other intellectual currents, including sociologists
and literary theorists who studied links between political power, social organization, and
language. Moreover, its ideas have since informed other fields, like the humanities, the social
sciences, and teacher education. However, this academic understanding of critical race theory
differs from representation in recent popular books and, significantly, from its portrayal by
critics—often, though not exclusively, conservative Republicans. The theory says that racism is
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part of everyday life, so people—white or nonwhite—who do not intend to be racist can
nevertheless make choices fuel racism. The critics charge that the theory leads to negative
dynamics, such as focusing on group identity over universal, shared traits, dividing people into
"oppressed” and "oppressor” groups, and urging intolerance. Thus, there is a good deal of
confusion over what Critical race theory means and its relationship to other terms, like "anti-
racism” and "social justice," with which it is often conflated. The term "critical race theory” is
often cited as the basis of all diversity and inclusion efforts regardless of how it has informed

those programs (Sawchuk, 2021).

New paradigms in security study have been developed within the framework of
multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary "critical security studies." It is an umbrella term for
various security approaches to problematize the dominant neo-realistic, state-centric and
militaristic understanding of security and develop alternative security views in a broader political
context, historically and sociologically. Their goal is to determine security's historical, political,
and social content by questioning its meaning and value. Existing definitions of human security
tend to be unusually expansive and vague, encompassing everything from physical security to
psychological well-being. If realism is supposed to explain why states compete in a competitive
anarchical system, human security could be making value judgments on whether this behavior is
morally acceptable. The human security concept protects the vital core of all human lives from
enhancing human freedoms and human fulfillment. Human security notion is focused on people.
It deals with the way people live in society, universally, rich or developing countries, how freely
they exercise their numerous choices, how much access they have to market and social
opportunities, and whether they live in conflict or peace. In a space ruled by politics, political
and academic arenas converge, spilling much ink in defense of a simple idea. Human security
integrates freedom from fear, freedom from want, and freedom from indignity. Freedom from
fear refers to protecting individuals from threats directed at their security and physical integrity
and includes: various forms of violence that may arise from external states, the acts of a state
against its citizens, the acts of one group against others, and the acts of individuals against other
individuals. Freedom from want refers to the protection of individuals to satisfy their basic needs
and the economic, social, and environmental aspects of life and livelihoods. Freedom from
indignity refers to promoting an improved quality of life and enhancing human welfare that

|
HADZIC 88



International Journal Health Management and Tourism https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/pub/ijhmt

permits people to make choices and seek opportunities that empower them (United Nations,
2021).

There is a need for a dignified life and imperatives like Kant's, which sound simple but
are violated even more simply when we accept them in principle, and that all this should be taken
into account when talking about human rights that belong to everyone. Plato, Aristotle, and their
contemporaries advocated for the rights of citizens, their equality before the law, and freedom of
association and speech in public places, which is represented the norm of social life, but only for
a short time and only for the privileged strata. In fear of change, socio-political systems produce
spiritual and undignified citizens kept in subjection. Subjects, followers, and observers cannot
secure the power of reason. Such power today is no longer just a condition of progress but
survival. If dignified people have been desirable for the development of the human community,
they are necessary for human security concepts and social equity and justice. Inequality in the
US begins at birth and even earlier for those whose mothers were ill during pregnancy or without
adequate prenatal care. A quarter of American children start late without any guilt, while another
quarter grows up in families that earn only twice the poverty line - about $ 48,000 a year for a
family of four. Science has long shown that children were growing up in poverty face more
significant barriers to social development and health, which often accompany them for life. They
are more likely to suffer from chronic illnesses such as asthma or hyperkinetic disorder, less finish
high school, work for lower pay, and often on non-utilitarian welfare. In addition, poverty-
stricken African-American teenagers are more likely to give birth to undesired.

This paper re-examines neoliberal societies' essential characteristics and dignity
exposition, arguing that racial inequalities negatively impact marginalized groups within the
United States (US) healthcare, education, employment, and legal process. First, the paper briefly
analyzes the main features of racism as a social construction and dynamic force as profoundly
influenced by political, economic, and social forces. Subsequently, the paper seeks to locate its
different types in neoliberalism legislative, political, and economic institutions. Finally, it
presents the significant consequences of human security conceptualization (freedom from
indignity and corresponding values) and neglect of human rights in reducing this phenomenon.

The racial injustice in the US represents and inaugurates a systemic culmination.
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2. Research Methodology

The general scientific method of analysis, synthesis, deduction, within the theoretical and
legislative discussion, and critical considerations was used in the study. The methodology
follows an in-depth academic literature review and examination of a range of other sources such
as primary documents relating to phenomena (NGOs, experts, institutes, media accounts, and
others). By proceeding with the theoretical framework of neoliberalism's impact on inequality,
the study presents racism and its relevance in health and cognate inequalities and association to
human security- freedom from indignity and related subjects. As empowerment is a constitutive
element of anti-racism, health inequalities insights' are analyzed within neoliberalism critigque,
human rights - freedom of indignity, aiming to provide more precise insights into the research
gap. The aim is to form reasoning used in pursuit of understanding and knowledge, establishing
arelationship between actual representations and theories.

3. Analysis

3. 1. Neoliberalism, racism, and health inequalities

Racism presents a relatively modern phenomenon that has spread with the development of
capitalism. However, there are indications that specific racist ideas go deeper into history and are
present in classical or ancient thinkers, e.g., Hippocrates in "Airs, Waters, Places™ (5th century
BC) claimed that dark-skinned people were cowards and white people were brave fighters.
Contemporary problems of racial inequality in the US and beyond are primarily analyzed in
terms of radical politics, economic and ideological reorganization of society that occur in the
logic of neoliberal globalization. Contemporary racism and structures of inequality manifest
within neoliberalism authorizations. It has severely emptied society and privatized human rights
and human security. Social policy constantly opposes all forms of racism in socially relevant
institutions. Racism is built into society even if it does not identify specific cases and they do
not eliminate; only part of the concern is solved, not the complete mechanism of the reproduction
of racism. When the US was racially segregated, elites consented to political pressure to develop
and fund white-public institutions. The black civil rights movement eliminated legal barriers that
prevented racial integration. In response to black civic inclusion, elite whites used the language
of white-private/black-public to deregulate the Voting Rights Act and banking. It created the
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privatization of neighborhoods, schools, and social welfare, creating markets around poverty.
They oversaw the mass incarceration and systemic police brutality against people of color.
Citizenship was recast as a privilege instead of a right. Neoliberalism results from the latest elite
white strategy to maintain political and economic power. (Hohle, 2018) Moreover, some critics
claim that the critical race theory advocates discriminating against white people to achieve
equity. However, they mainly aim those accusations at theorists who advocate for policies that
explicitly take race into account. There are many disagreements among lawyers, teachers,
policymakers, and the general public about how precisely to do those things and to what extent
race should be explicitly appealed to or referred to in the process. For example, in a 2007 US
Supreme Court school-assignment case on whether race could be a factor in maintaining
diversity in K-12 schools, Chief Justice John Roberts' opinion famously concluded: "The way to
stop discrimination based on race is to stop discriminating based on race." Nevertheless, during
oral arguments, then-justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg said: "It is tough for me to see how you can
have a racial objective but a nonracial means to get there.” All these different ideas grow out of
longstanding, tenacious intellectual debates (Sawchuk, 2021).

Neoliberalism sees the state as its opponent, the state is shown as wasteful, bulky,
partisan, and corrupt, while on the other, foreign private property is efficient, frugal, rational, and
honorable. Of all the forms of neoliberal destruction, the effect of the long-term corporate blow
on health and the environment is the most visible. In addition to providing daily evidence of the
ambiguity of the main concepts, it also testifies to the incredibly biologically dangerous
consequences of neoliberalism in postcolonial regions. Mainly, neoliberal strategies have been
blamed for catastrophic health underfunding in Africa. The final mechanism of destruction is
easy to diagnose because the countries affected by it are also the countries that, we can freely
say, announce the arrival of the need to introduce the age of physiological rights. In these
countries, it is not surprising that the state of non-existent health and healthcare keeps in mind
decades of pressure on increasing loans, aggressive, free-market creation, destruction of public
sector support for all utilities, health services, and public goods. Moreover, it challenges local
autonomy, turning incentives into individually created charitable actions and programs. For the
countries of other continents, the most glaring examples relate to Guatemala. (Verdugo, 2004)
Meanwhile, the World Bank continues to promote its "Maximizing Finance for Development"

project, which forces countries, especially in the global south, to address their development
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problems, for example, in the field of health, through private financing. The World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund announced that they would make emergency loans available for the
COVID-19 crisis, especially in developing countries where the health system is inferior and
people are particularly vulnerable. Due to accumulated debts in healthcare costs, nearly 100
million people worldwide fall into poverty each year, according to the latest report by the World
Health Organization (WHO) and the World Bank. (World Bank, 2020) Some international
economic organizations' activities induce the insecurity and instability emerging in the current
geopolitical order. At the same time, only 0.1% of the wealthiest people in the world today have
combined wealth equal to the total wealth of as many as 50% of the most inferior part of the
global population, showed the latest report on global inequality, "World Inequality Report "in
2018. (Alvaredo et al., 2018) Research shows how much social factors and status have an impact
on health. Social inequality has the most significant impact on health, i.e., objective and
subjective criteria imply social status. Higher social status, i.e., the subjective understanding of
higher social status, also means a higher level of health (Braveman and Gottlieb, 2014). The gap
between the world's most affluent population, which now accounts for only 0.1% of the global
population, and 50% of the world's most impoverished population, has widened dramatically and
shows no signs of declining.

The US has the highest level of health care inequality, which causes even more
prominent economic inequalities. Stiglitz's (2019) thesis "we must save capitalism from itself"
has two meanings. First, it criticizes the right-wing populism, believing that their disastrous
economic policies result in enormous enrichment for corporations that did not profit from
innovation and business progress because of the exploitation and consolidation of monopolies.
The second is a call to the "Western leftism," believing that they have homework to create social
programs that are not just “sugar rubbish™ but should "strengthen and strengthen society. The
basis of the neoliberal order was privatization and deregulation. The private economy often had
an advantage over the state, where there were often no funds for state hospitals and public schools.
We can ask whether the neoliberal ideal of freedom is a condition in which the private owner
decides everything because of neoliberalism ideologies of privatization, not markets. Inthe
19th and 20th centuries, evangelicals took the side of those on the margins of society - women,
the poor, workers, people of other skin colors.

The Trump 2016 election, along with the religious right's anemic response to racism and
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white supremacism, suggests that this once noble and proud tradition has gone morally and
ethically insolvent. Amid the global health crisis, Trump signed a law that envisages budget cuts
for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) by 16% and the Ministry of Health by
10&. Reducing funding like this leads to people in the US not getting tested due to high costs.
According to the WHO, "knowledge of the epidemic is the first step in eliminating it." It includes
tests to know where the virus is spreading and can be controlled accordingly. However, Trump is
a symptom and not the cause of many of these policies. In some cases, $ 1,000 is charged for the
test and even more for quarantine. That is why many people do not test and thus contribute to the
spread of the virus. In addition, many working relationships in the US do not provide for the
payment of sick leave, so those who earn little with flu-like symptoms cannot stay at home.
People show, meanwhile, that they are not satisfied with the political rhetoric on refugees but are
asking their governments to take on the task of saving human lives and jobs. After the collisions
of the world crisis in 2007/2008 and COVID-19 in 2020, it is evident that neoliberalism is under
severe challenges. COVID-19 demonstrates that we face an uncertain future, where the
anticipation of and resilience to major shocks must become the core problem of development
studies and practice. Where mainstream approaches to development have been top-down, rigid,
and orientated towards narrowly-defined economic goals, post-COVID-19 development must
have a radically transformative, egalitarian, and inclusive knowledge and politics at its core
(Leach et al., 2021).

The COVID-19 pandemic might accelerate specific historical movements. It led to the
restructuring of the world economy within the weak democracy and failed policy, marking a
historic turning point in racial capitalism with racial and economic inequalities. Neoliberalism,
containing distinctive racial and revanchist forms of politics, has divided people culturally,
politically, and economically, manifesting itself through a pandemic of economic and racial
crises. The definite point that emerged from the complexity of the pandemic and its sociopolitical
impact is that black African-Americans and some other ethnic minorities in the USare at greater
risk of dying from COVID-19. Racial capitalism is a fundamental cause of the racial and
socioeconomic inequities within the novel coronavirus pandemic COVID-19 in the US. The
overrepresentation of Black death reported in Detroit, Michigan was a case study for this
argument. Racism and capitalism mutually construct harmful social conditions that

fundamentally shape the COVID-19 disease. They shape multiple diseases that interact with
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COVID-19 to influence poor health outcomes. They affect disease outcomes through increasing
multiple risk factors for poor people of color, including racial residential segregation,
homelessness, and medical bias. They shape access to flexible resources, such as medical
knowledge and freedom, which can minimize both risks and the consequences of the disease.
Replicate historical patterns of inequities within pandemics, despite newer intervening
mechanisms that ameliorate health consequences. Moreover, interventions should address social
inequality to achieve health equity across pandemics (Pirtle, 2020).

The US is considered the home of neoliberalism. In particular, the health sector has been
reformed according to neoliberal standards. The "neoliberal turn” began as a reaction against the
welfare state as it expanded during the New Deal and post-World War Il period. Historically,
after a new US healthcare regime was in place and market theory became a dominant ideology,
special interest groups, such as organized medicine, began their struggle for control and influence
over legislation as an advantage. Health policy circles can be seen in a rising emphasis on "moral
hazard," overuse, and cost-sharing above concern with universalism and equity. It wasmanifested
by the corporatization of the health maintenance organization and the rise of the "consumer-
driven" healthcare movement. (Gaffney, 2015) Thus, the capitalism we have been following for
the last 40 years has not served most people by putting people's dignity ahead. Hybrid and
progressive capitalism is required serving society. People should not serve the economy, but the
economy should serve the people. The move out of the current crisis may be a significant global
rearrangement that needs some trigger. "We need a new social contract between voters and
elected officials, between workers and corporations, between the rich and thepoor, and between
those who have jobs and those who are actively looking for work" (Stiglitz, 2019). Liberal and
conservative economic theorists have directed much of their critique at the disorder in the
complex existing system. Some programs assist in money, others in kind, some are relatively
easy to achieve, others are inaccessible even for people whose income is significantly below the
poverty line. Administrative responsibility and funding are randomly divided between the federal,
state, and local governments. Most of the expenditure for the poor isearmarked for raising their
current level of spending. On the other hand, some programs are designed to enhance their ability
to earn independently in the future. It includes education and in-service education programs.
Federal allocations for medical care for lower-income families increased in 1997, passing a law

that redistributed $ 24 billion to states over five years to insure uninsured children. States can use
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this money to expand Medicaid or buy private insurance for children. In light of the advantages
and disadvantages of cash transfers and in-kind transfers, we may wonder why the US opted for
such large transfers in the form of medical services. Rosen (2013) believes that one explanation
is egalitarianism in goods and services: the existence of a tremendous social consensus that
everyone should receive essential medical services. (Rosen, 2013) Elements of paternalism may
also be present. It is believed that the poor, even if there were affordable health insurance options,
would lack knowledge about obtaining adequate insurance. Individuals who are entitled to
financial assistance also use Medicaid. In addition, the 1996 reform of the social security system
requires states to provide Medicaid and Medicare to families who are no longer entitled to cash
benefits because they earn higher incomes through work. The state's goal is to reduce the implicit
tax rate on the earnings of individuals leaving the welfare system. African-Americans, who
comprise 13.4 % of the population, carry the impact of these healthcare challenges. Most of them
have some form of health insurance coverage. However, African-Americans still experience
illness and infirmity at excessively high rates and have lower life expectancy than other racial
and ethnic groups. They are also one of the most economically disadvantaged demographics in
this country (The Century Foundation, 2019).

High rates of racial inequality, poverty, and social exclusion are closely linked and
negatively affect the right to work and adequate working conditions, a dignified life, housing and
education, and participation in cultural life. The US poverty policies are reduced to obtaining
food or conditioned by finding employment, which is especially difficult for many experimental
groups; Congress even requires cutting vouchers. New poverty policies need to begin introducing
a federal cash benefit system for low-income families with children, as is currently being done
in many countries worldwide. Although the rich are often thought to bear most of the tax burden,
in real life, they often find legal ("loopholes,” tax breaks, "tax havens") and illegal (tax evasion,
corruption) ways to reduce their taxes or were wholly freed from them. The US Internal Revenue
Service estimates that it accounts for about 99% of the money issued in the name of salaries, but
only about 70% of the money goes through business or investment, which also increases income
inequalities. In addition, the rich find it easier to bear the usual indirect taxes that the lower classes
cannot avoid because they spend their small income on necessities of life burdened by these taxes.
The neoliberal economic logic on which the doctrine of supply is built and the "trickle-down"

argument argue that tax relief for the wealthy is an economically correct course of action for two
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reasons. The first reason is that it helps the most productive part of the population without whose
engagement there would not be enough investment and economic growth, and the second is that
it indirectly helps economically weaker and enterprisingsections of the population to which some
material progress will drip. Everything that was theoretically conceived in reality has been
implemented, as can be seen from the example of the US within the marginal tax rate on
companies and capital gains. In the early 1970s, up to 70% reduced from 1978 to the present from
48 or 40 to 35%. (Wade, 2011) It was confirmed by the economists of the Congressional Budget
Office in 1987 based on an analysis of a ten-year change in actual general tax rates (on personal
income, social security, corporate income, and excise duties) and their impact on the formation
of income classes after 1977. The families belowthe top 10% paid higher tax rates because they
were disproportionately more burdened by social security, raised excise taxes, and were less
exempt from income tax cuts (neoliberal doctrine generally advocates reducing tax burdens on
all incomes). In contrast, wealthier families paid lower rates because there was a significant
reduction in rates on property income (capital gains, annuities, and dividends). Such a new tax
policy has undoubtedly contributed to rising income inequalities, and the 5% of the wealthiest
Americans (especially the 1% of the richest) were its biggest winners. (Phillips, 1991) It is
necessary to put the worker back in focus and give him more freedom and importance in
organizations and companies. Some pioneers are trying to adapt capitalism to a more
complementary system. Holacracy is a new way of running an organization that removes power
from the hierarchy management and distributes it through clear roles, which can then be
performed autonomously, without the head of the micro company managing. Companies like
Zappos and Medium are in different stages of applying the management system. Valve Software
in Seattle is going even further and allows employees to choose the projects. Employees move
their desks to the most comfortable office space to collaborate with the project team. These are
small steps toward a system that values the employee more than what the employee values can
produce. By giving employees a more significant power in decision making, corporations will
make decisions that will ensure the future of the planet and its inhabitants.” (Hansen, 2016).
The US is a complex and infinitely vital country in which the demographic paradigm is
balanced by assimilation and new migration. "American Dream™ is an infinitely powerful
ideology in which even those who have never benefited from it participate. There are fears that

immigrants will take jobs, but the fear is much more significant that jobs "go™ elsewhere. For
I ——

HADZIC 96



International Journal Health Management and Tourism https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/pub/ijhmt

years, American production and even services have been moving to Asia, Mexico, and even
Canada. Immigrants certainly harm wages as well. However, in the last few years,
unemployment in the US has been deficient, and the number of illegal migrants from Mexico, for
example, has been declining, so economic explanations are not enough. Moreover, Trump has
fueled latent fears of newcomers, of refugees. He skillfully used vocabulary that includes terms

such as "invasion,” "criminals,” and "terrorists,” as well as some European leaders, to protect
white supremacy that may be most afraid of its demographic decline and projections of losing
that status in the future. The US spends more on defense than China, Saudi Arabia, Russia, the
United Kingdom, France, and Japan. In 2013, infant mortality was highest in the developed
world; Americans live shorter and sicker lives compared to people in any other prosperous
democracy; America has the most obese people in the world; in terms of access to water and
sewage is the 36th country of the world; its rate of prisoners is the highest in the world and five
times higher than the OECD average; 25 % of young people live in poverty, while the OECD
average is 14%; The US is 35th out of a total of 37 OECD countries in terms of poverty and
inequality and has the highest Gini inequality coefficient of all Western countries, and is also
28th out of 37 OECD countries in terms of voter turnout (Alston, 2018).

There is an evident link between the ideals of neoliberalism and rising inequality rates.
Moreover, neoliberal policies have contributed to rising inequality and deteriorating living
conditions worldwide. Neoliberal economic doctrine sees high taxes and a generous welfare state
as a threat to entrepreneurship, innovation, and economic growth. Krugman (2009) refutes such
reasoning, citing the example of France, which about the US has significantly higher taxes for
the upper-middle and wealthier class and rich social programs that reduce post-market
inequalities in society. Although France also has a significantly lower GDP per capita than the
US, France's GDP per employee is only 10% lower mainly because it employs a smaller
population. The difference results from the fact that a French employee has many more days off
than an American worker. Americans work 14% more hours a year than the French, among other
things, because they have much shorter vacations. Nevertheless, the hourly employee
productivity is slightly higher in France than in the US within all the data. So, even though the
French work less and are much less employed than Americans, the difference in GDP size is more
negligible than it should be according to what other economic indicators suggest. (Krugman,

2009) This example shows that people in France have greater "life satisfaction™ and confirm that
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the free market, the economy, and entrepreneurial creativity do not have to suffer from
progressive taxes for the wealthier and the extraordinary demands of the welfare state.

Reducing citizens to consumers and states to corporations especially brings to the fore the
predicament of class in American society, which, by the way, has a long history of struggle, often
neglected in official representations of American identity. The same technological developments
which have allowed multinational corporations and transnational financial institutions to increase
their reach and mobility can be used by migrants, refugees, women, labor unions, people living
with AlIDs, and organizations representing marginalized communities to create transnational ties
and organize for social change across borders. (Glenn, 2000) In the 1970s, a joint decline in union
membership and middle-class income share in total wealth began to occur in the US, although
labor productivity continued to rise, meaning that productivity growth income went exclusively
to the richest. The most significant drop in workers' share of total income had occurred since the
early 1980s when US President Ronald Reagan introduced neoliberal measures such as market
deregulation, tax cuts, budget cuts, and attacks on unions, such as the famous attack on PACTO,
a union of air traffic controllers. Tax incentives to investin practice were to subsidize the flight
of capital from the unionized part of the country to the unorganized and poorly regulated part of
the country, destroying the union organization in general and putting the fruits of labor
productivity in the hands of capital. The US stands out from many other countries without
universal health insurance coverage. Healthcare delivery (andfinancing) is fragmented across
many health systems and payers and government (e.g., Medicare and Medicaid) and the private
sector, creating inefficiencies and coordination problems that may be less prevalent in countries
with more centralized national health systems. Healthcare inequality in the US is so high that it
is the only developed country that relies on private health insurance. (Vladeck, 2003) As a result,
those with corporate-sponsored plans have better accessto healthcare than those who did not.
Before the Affordable Care Act, around 20% of Americans had little or no health insurance, and
a significant number of people died each year because they could not afford the high cost of
healthcare (The Commonwealth Fund, 2019).

People are discriminated against on more than one basis; this is called "multiple
discrimination,” a phenomenon that has little attention to date, particularly in healthcare. The
inequalities contribute to gaps in health insurance coverage, uneven access to services, and

poorer health outcomes among specific populations. The unequal coverage distribution
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contributes to health disparities as medical care costs lead individuals to delay or forgo needed
care (doctor visits, dental care, and medication), and debt is common among insured and
uninsured individuals. (Pryor and Gurewich, 2004) A report "Austerity: The New Normal. A
Renewed Washington Consensus 2010-24" reveals how some of the most commonly considered
measures have been pension and social security reforms, flexibilization of labor rights, and
cutting of the wage bill, reduction or elimination of subsidies, strengthening of the public-private
partnership, and healthcare reforms. (Ortiz and Cummmins, 2019) These measures reduce the
amount of money spent on the public sector and expand private actors' involvement in the public
domain. In capitalism, private investments in public services can only make sense if a profit
accumulates. The capitalism matrix is that freedom always comes from an individual's
responsibility, capacity, and hard work. Inequalities are seen as a necessary part of any society,
and competitiveness is encouraged at every point. However, in neoliberalism, the wealthiest
1% worldwide control twice as much as 6.9 billion people.

Differences in earnings between ethnic groups in the US are both a cause and a
consequence of their more inferior position. Housing, health, and education are also linked in
other ways. The African-American population often lives in areas with high levels of air
pollution, where they can buy less healthy food and often eat frozen fast food. It is the main
reason why they are more susceptible to chronic diseases. Across the US, people of color are
exposed to more air pollution than whites from industry, vehicles, construction, and many other
sources, a recent study has found. (Costley, 2021) Moreover, adult African-Americans have
diabetes almost twice as often as whites. The acquired form of type 2 - present in about 95% of
diabetes - usually occurs due to improper diet and occurs more often in the uneducated and poor
classes. On average, poorer health is reflected in lower life expectancy: According to official
data from the National Center for Health Statistics, the health of whites is better than that of
African-Americans, and the average life expectancy of whites is four years longer. (National
Center for Health Statistics, 2018) In the COVID-19 pandemic, disproportionately more African-
Americans than whites have died due to poor health, more inadequate healthcare in their
neighborhoods, or because they cannot afford not to go to work. While COVID-19 has affected
everyone, the magnitude and nature of the impact have been anything but universal. Evidence to
date suggests that black and Hispanic workers face much more economical and health insecurity

from COVID-19 than white workers. Although the current strain of the pandemic is one that
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humans have never experienced before, the disparate racial impact of the virus is deeply rooted
in historic and ongoing social and economic injustices. Persistent racial disparities in health
status, access to health care, wealth, employment, wages, housing, income, and poverty all
contribute to greater susceptibility to the virus—both economically and physically. (Gould and
Wilson, 200) As an economic ideology of capitalism, neoliberalism has depleted public services,
turned education and healthcare into profit-driven businesses, acquired profits at the expense of
undervalued and underpaid workers, favored profitability of a militarized world over human
security and well-being, and aggravated inequalities between people and countries.

The COVID-19 pandemic has revealed a subtle unbreakable bond, between race and
capitalism paradigm, particularly in the US, where the racially colored nature of its spread and
influence has made the routine brutality of American racism suddenly unbearable. Nevertheless,
responses to the mass inequalities exposed by the current crisis all too often focus on a narrow
issue - neoliberalism - rather than looking for their deeper roots. Noam Chomsky or Naomi Klein,
or countless progressive international NGOs, blamed neoliberalism in academia, hoping that the
pandemic would end the neoliberal order and neoliberalism. However, the focus on neoliberal
reality is mislocated, as the current system is simply the latest repetition of the 500- year-old
matrix of forces that continues to shape the modern world today. However, neoliberalism and
racism as the associated phenomena must be treated at the root, not only current- pandemic
circumstances. Achille Mbembe was the first to describe the role of extreme violence in the
functioning of major biopolitical orders as "necropolitics™ - not only the "right™ ofthe state to kill
and organize people to be killed (instead of living) but also to expose them to extreme violence
and death, and reduces entire segments of the population to the most straightforward and most
dangerous existence. (Mbembe, 2019) Of course, all this is to preserve the capitalist system's
established economic and political hierarchies. Moreover, the inherently criminal dynamics of
modern governance in the capitalist system rests on a relationship of dependence between rulers
and subjects. Those in power both (protect) and at the same time exploit their clients.
(Horkheimer and Adorno, 2002)

3.2. Racism and cognate inequities
It should be noted that, although racism is rooted in common attitudes, values , and beliefs, it can

occur regardless of the intentions of the individual performing the activities of the institution.
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Institutional racism has two primary forms: direct and indirect institutional discrimination. The
first form involves the open actions of the dominant group concerning oppressed racial groups,
and the exclusion of the oppressed group from well-paid jobs can be cited as an example. Another
form of institutional discrimination is more latent, such as when local tax bases in publicschools
are lower for the dominant class when students of different colors or members of different
national minorities receive a disproportionately more modest education. (Feagin and Feagin,
2003) Continued discrimination against African-Americans is the main reason for the mass
protests in the US that followed the assassination of George Floyd. There is the perception of the
African-American population as a threat, criminals. It conditions racial attacks, blaming the
victim for the violence happening to her. Furthermore, such lives taken are not regrettable, and
they belong to a growing number of those whose lives are not valuable enough to be preserved.
Nevertheless, centuries of discrimination have not been overcome. Persistent racial inequality in
employment, housing, and a wide range of other social domains has renewed interest in the
possible role of discrimination. Nevertheless, unlike in the pre-civil rights era, when racial
prejudice and discrimination were overt and widespread, today, discrimination is lessreadily
identifiable, posing problems for social scientific conceptualization and measurement. (Pager and
Shepherd, 2008) Since the Civil Rights Act in 1964, African-Americans have been equated with
whites, and "racial segregation” has become illegal. The protests are not just a reaction to his
murder but centuries of systematic racial discrimination and state violence. African-Americans
are not only the primary targets of law enforcement violence, from Rodney King to Breonne
Taylor, but they are also targets of draconian laws. As Michelle Alexander explained in the
book, "The New Jim Crow," the function of today's mass penal system, which holds more than

two million Americans behind bars, is similar to that of segregation laws (Alexander, 2012).

Scholars who study critical race theory in education look at how policies and practices in
K-12 education contribute to persistent racial inequalities in education and advocate for ways to
change them. Among the topics they have studied: are racially segregated schools, the
underfunding of majority-Black and Latino school districts, disproportionate disciplining of
Black students, barriers to gifted programs and selective-admission high schools, and curricula
that reinforce racist ideas. Critical race theory is not a synonym for culturally relevant teaching,
which emerged in the 1990s. This teaching approach affirms students' ethnic and racial
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backgrounds and is intellectually rigorous. Nevertheless, it is related in that one of its aims is to
help students identify and critique the causes of social inequality in their own lives. To one degree
or another, many educators support culturally relevant teaching and other strategies to make
schools feel safe and supportive for Black students and other underserved populations. (Students
of color make up the majority of school-aged children.) However, they do not necessarily identify
these activities as critical race theory-related. An emerging subtext among some critics is that
curricular excellence cannot coexist alongside culturally responsive teaching or antiracist work.
Their argument goes that efforts to change grading practices or make the curriculum less
Eurocentric will ultimately harm Black students or hold them to a less high standard. As with the
critical race theory in general, its popular representation in schools has been far less nuanced. A
recent poll by the advocacy group Parents Defending Education claimed some schools were
teaching that "white people are inherently privileged, while Black and other people of color are
inherently oppressed and victimized"; that "achieving racial justice and equality between racial
groups requires discriminating against people based on their whiteness™; and that "the US was
founded on racism." Thus, much of the current debate appears to spring not from academic texts
but from fear among critics that predominantly white students will be exposed to supposedly
damaging or self-demoralizing ideas (Sawchuk, 2021).

Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King Jr. repealed segregation laws; US politicians
activated alternative segregation mechanisms. Law enforcement violence is part of a
phenomenon that social scientists define as the US penal exceptionalism or that the US has the
strictest penal system of all liberal democracies. It can serve as a key to understanding systemic
racism and the production of racial inequality. One example is drug possession. While there are
no significant differences between white and African-Americans regarding drug use, there are
many more of the latter due to the crimes related to their use in prisons. In other words, it is
expected that for the same crime for which a white man in the US will almost certainly not end
up in prison, an African-American will almost certainly want to. Draconian prison sentences and
racial inequalities in their application are only part of the punishment. Additional punishment
comes in the form of literally thousands of so-called collateral consequences for people who
have been in prison, from permanent deprivation of voting rights to restrictions on the type of
jobs they are entitled to perform, such as truck drivers. At the same time, this system of

perpetuated punishment, both inside and outside the prison, has criminogenic effects. If someone
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is deprived of legal work possibility, they will be forced to work outside or on the edge of the
law. Most former prisoners come from poverty and can often only be employed doing manual
jobs to which they are suddenly no longer entitled. However, it is essential to provide information
to the public that challenges racial stereotypes. Social workers need to continue to bring
awareness to the devastating consequences of stereotypes and their impact on laws and policies
that perpetuate race disparities in education and employment outcomes and arrests and sentencing

in the judicial system (Taylor et al., 2019).

The "stop and frisk" practice has been declared unconstitutional, although law
enforcement continues to behave similarly due to the power provided by law enforcement unions
and the considerable share in city budgets. About $11 billion from the City's budget is allocated
to law enforcement in New York City alone. (City Budget Commission, 2020) By comparison,
these amounts are significantly higher than those for public health and housing. Wadsworth's
publicly reported budget has shrunk by 40%, from $129 million in 2011 to $78 million in 2021.
The tax-funded staffing has plunged 67%, from 620 to 205 full-time equivalents.
Simultaneously, the Center for Community Health, whose responsibility includes monitoring
infectious diseases, saw its publicly reported budget increase just 5%, about one-third, and its
state-funded staffing drop 19%, from 617 to 499 full-time equivalents. Furthermore, the Office
for Primary Care and Health Systems Management, whose purposes incorporate inspecting
nursing homes, provided a 35% reduction in its publicly reported budget and 43% loss of state-
supported organizations. (Hammond, 2021). At the same time, as the crime rate has been falling
for years, law enforcement budgets continue to rise.

Many programs of the initiative called "Affirmative Action" should compensate for the
shortcomings of the African-American population, such as reserving places for study. However,
to date, the white majority population in the US is more affluent, more educated, and healthier.
Over the past ten years, the "median" earnings (a median that more accurately reflects the actual
situation than the average) of the African-American population in the US have been 20 to 25%
lower than whites, not because there are super-wealthy like multi-billionaire Bill Gates or Jeff
Bezos. The so-called median income shows how many households are above or below the average
income level. (Hinrichs, 2020) Fifty % fewer African-Americans, whose parents are at the bottom
fifth of the scale in earnings, manage to move into a higher-income group than white children.
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When the government introduced social security in 1935, it exempted agricultural workers,
servants, and occasional employees. These were all low-income occupations in which African-
Americans were disproportionately represented. "Up to two-thirds of personal bankruptcies in
the US are due to healthcare costs, and African-Americans are affected more than whites."
(Ndugga and Artiga, 2021) The situation is similar in the educational system. A preferred theory
is that much of the poverty in the US is due to insufficient education. It is argued that with more
and better education, individuals would earn more money and be less likely to end up in poverty.
Have educational programs removed the differences in the education of poor children and those
from middle-class families? As usual, the attempt to answer that question is hampered by the fact
that the choice for these programs is not accidental. These programs seek to achieve the idea that
the state should create opportunities to develop the knowledge and skills required in the labor
market. The bottom line is that the quality of schooling in African-American neighborhoods is
significantly worse than that of whites. Therefore, the chances of African-Americans in the labor
market are lower. The fact is that with the growth of income inequality, the number of the poor
can also increase. It was officially determined that in 1979, 24 million Americans lived in poverty.
That number had risen to 32 million by 1988, to reach 43.6 million people in 2010 (Engdahl,
2011).

Racial positional inferiority and differences in wages between African-Americans and
whites in the US are both a cause and a consequence of housing, health, and education issues.
For example, the African-American population often lives in zones with increased pollution
levels, less nutritious food, consuming frozen fast food. It is the principal cause of chronic
diseases. The most recent study reveals that the disproportionate numbers of non-white people
were exposed to potentially hazardous fine particle pollution from nearly all primary US
emission sources, regardless of where they live or how much money they make. Researchers
found that Black, Hispanic and Asian people were exposed to higher than average levels of fine
particle pollution, while white people were subjected to lower than average levels. "It does not
matter how poor, it does not matter how wealthy, the racial disparities exist for all African-
Americans and other people of color, " stated Paul Mohai, a professor of environmental justice
atthe University of Michigan. He researched racial disparities in the distribution of hazardous
waste dumps, industrial facilities, and air pollution at schools — and why and how these

disparities exist (Costley, 2021).
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3.3. Human rights, human security, and freedom from indignity

The inherent dignity and equality of human beings are fundamental principles of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, the
American Convention on Human Rights, and the International Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms Racial Discrimination. The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination was adopted in the 1965 and entered into force in 1969. It remains the
principal international human rights instrument defining and prohibiting racial discrimination in
all sectors of private and public life. However, emphasizing that modern human rights treaties
are not formal multilateral treaties and are subject to a different legal order that features regimes
of collective enforcement highlights the possibility of new pathways for human rights
enforcement. Additionally, the inter-State complaint mechanism authorized under articles 11 to
13 of the Convention will focus on future efforts to address previously intractable failures of
States to fulfill their obligations under the Convention. (McDougall, 2021) Contemporary racism
has severely emptied society and privatized human rights and human security. The paths to the
human security paradigm of freedom from indignity, commencing social justice and equity, are
positively determined. However, there are many extended adverse determinations. Even today,
as a rule, the world exercises senselessly, guided by the will of others, lacks social justice, and
within the crowd identity. These forces are so strong that they are often subject to people who
have even managed to reach the correct issues and, once, know how to live with dignity. It is
enough to pay attention to racism and nationalism in order for that to become evident. Thomas
Franck (1999) argued that "nationalism is in retreat" and that, in its place, “individualism" had
emerged. (Franck, 1999) However, twenty years later, we can raise the vital question about the
strength of nationalism and self-determination to individuality in a global world. Fortunately, the
nation and race become an invincible stronghold of the disputed individual. It is the one to provide
the endangered individual with a more or less calming framework of existence. Above it,of
course, is the value and meaning of individual life, which is to say: justice. When this, the highest
possibility of confirmation is disabled, individuals, in bad times, begin to remember that they
belong to certain ethnoreligious, national groups and racial groups. If we thoughtlessly accept the

expression "all lives matter,"” we can overlook that the African-American population isnot
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included in the idea of all lives. Therefore the truth is that all lives are meaningful. However, to
achieve that all lives are significant, we must put in the forefront whose life is not worth it today;
we must mark that exclusion and fight it.

Achieving that all lives are meaningful is a long process. The divisive othering and
attribution of responsibility that stem from a crisis can increase the likelihood of intrastate
political conflict but not necessarily lead towards interstate violence. Splitting populations into
"us" and “"them" categories is central to nationalism. As Fredrik Barth (1969) points out
concerning ethnic identity, it is through contact with "others" that we construct a sense of "our"
group. Unfortunately, this othering tends also to entail a moralizing process that glorifies "us"
and vilifies "them." Therein lies the rub: at times of crisis, this tendency can propel ethnic and
national conflict because it creates a logic that rationalizes violent or discriminatory practices
against perceived malign or corrupted "others.” It is because nationalism provides a cultural
roadmap for attributing responsibility for a crisis, in the sense that it is typically the vilified
"others" that shoulder the blame. (Woods et al., 2020)

A critical race theory within the legal history and doctrinal development of race and
racism in international law must identify law's historical preference for framing legal protections
around the concept of racial discrimination. Ana Bradley advances a long-overdue claim: racism
should be affirmatively and explicitly recognized as a human rights violation under international
law. She argues that addressing racism in the world today requires understanding how racial
ideologies violate human rights in addition to discriminatory acts. Insights from neuroscience
about racial bias deepen these understandings. By naming "human rights racism" as the central
challenge, she calls upon the international community to affirmatively recognize racism's
extensive harm and to take it more seriously its eradication. (Bradley, 2019) Moreover, high rates
of racial inequality, poverty, and social exclusion in the US are closely linked and negatively
affect the right to work and adequate working conditions, a dignified life, housing andeducation,
and participation in cultural life. Empowerment is also a social process because it does not exist
in isolation and continually occurs with other social processes. Although empowerment is
believed to be one of the main instruments for achieving equality and justice, discussions on the
correctness of empowerment of people, groups, and communities are divided. On the one hand,
some think how differences are rooted in society and how a subordinate position is natural and

unquestionable and that empowering vulnerable groups endangers non- members of these groups,
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while on the other hand, it is seen as a positive contributing process fair and democratic society
(Bilinovic and Skoric, 2015).

Explaining what human security is and why one of these exercises is essential. The
mortification of people within a critical security framework and the human rights paradigm is a
specific form of aggression. Human security means protecting fundamental freedoms - the
essence of life and protecting people from critical (severe) and pervasive (widespread) threats
and situations. Because of the connections between poverty and insecurity, poverty is tackled to
determine how peace can be maintained in conflict and fragile countries. The first sentence of the
preamble to the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights speaks of innate dignity, and Article
1 begins: "All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.” If this is true, then the
very moment of birth is also the first moment of the beginning of the loss of dignity and rights.
Biology explained why a newborn human being cries, as the first sound, to the environment in
which he arrived. Nevertheless, this fact does not lack symbolic value either. The new man is
male or female, white or colored, rich or poor, believer or atheist, conservative or radical. He
was born at some point in history, under certain circumstances, in a particular family, nation,
political system. All these circumstances determine his future and the hereditary traits he carries
within himself. These same circumstances will, through the mechanisms of socialization, affect
whether a man, born free, will be accessible when he grows up; whether at all his memory of that
one moment of freedom will be strong enough, insufficiently destroyed by upbringing and
education, that he may - now creating himself - become and remain consciously free and
genuinely dignified.

Human security should be essential not as a tool for research and analysis but as a signifier
of (standard) political and moral value. The US government ignored the acceptance that economic
and social rights are human rights, perceiving American society as "resourceful, enterprising
patriots, engines of economic success" and poor as “wasteful, loser" and welfare money as
wasted. Freedom from indignity should promote improved quality of life and enhance human
welfare, permitting people to make choices and seek opportunities that empower them. Over the
centuries, individuals have sought to formulate human dignity and human rights. Few have even
tried to live up to this knowledge, regularly paying a high price for their boldness and consistency.
In some epochs, their voices were few and weak, while in others, they reached far, but never far

enough to grow from solid words into the rules of life of any society. Their works simultaneously
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challenge contemporaries and the link between the past and the future. They are aservice to
humanity, no matter how valued. Prometheus is the best example of human dignity and defiance.
He does not yield to force, even when it uses the authority of an almighty god. Thomas Aquinas
developed the concept of human dignity by setting it as a moral constraint on political power.
One could, further, enumerate a whole series of thinkers, up to Kant and later, who, seeking truth
and universal values, necessarily reached the realm of human rights. Nevertheless, the history of
such individual searches is still inconsistent with political history, i.e., with the accurate
functioning of human communities in which people's real lives occur. Because humanistic ideas
live in one dimension, while people are still forced to live in another,in which the right to power
is superior to the principle of justice, and justice is an ideal which, although formulated in books

and even present in-laws, does not easily reach a particularindividual specific circumstances.

The dignity of the free man is active, creative; it is the precondition and basis for the
progress of human society. Such an attitude towards oneself, others, and life require effort,
thinking, and acting. It implies the risks that accompany every crossing of some known border.
Staying within the boundaries is more painless; it gives security and protection in the familiar
world. Unused human energy can then be directed in very negative directions of aggression,
delegating the African-American assumed violent behavior. It is essential to provide people with
information that challenges stereotypes. Because the media's portrayal of African-Americans has
been conducive to forming stereotypes, interventions in media space are required. Social workers
must also advocate for changes at the state and federal level to mandate that cultural competency
training is implemented in all state and federal agencies to increase individuals' awareness and
knowledge of other cultures that enhance their effectiveness in working with culturally diverse
populations. (Taylor et al., 2019) It is unfortunate but still necessary to repeat universal values

such as dignity and justice — critical human security.

4. Conclusions and Recommendations
The unfortunate results have shown that the most developed nations have not reached
the highest degree of equality. Similar inquiries might promptly open in other Western countries
considering the colonial history repression framework. Race stationed socioeconomic

circumstances must not affect the primary healthcare mechanisms. Socioeconomic inequalities at
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the national and supranational levels are constantly growing. Therefore, critical perspectives
regarding the redistribution of social wealth are needed. The right to health is a fundamental
precondition for achieving freedom from indignity contributing to non-violent behavior,
legalism, and community improvement. Health, socioeconomic, legal, and other inequalities of
African-Americans constitute a significant challenge for US health policy because they represent
social injustice and resolve health issues of underprivileged groups that may affect the
population's health status as a whole. The discrimination and unequal access to healthcare,
education, and employment construct a paradoxical paradigm - the affluent US society contains
disputable human security, welfare, and general prosperity. Health inequality can be interpreted
as a measure, an indicator of insecurity. Racial inequality in health and cognate inequities can not
be transformed unless the power of neoliberalism is simultaneously contested. Maintaining the
most suitable state of healthis one of the fundamental rights of every human being. The inability
to achieve the same living conditions and equal opportunities constitutes inequality in health. It
refers to the unavailability of all resources that enable us to achieve a lifestyle that enables
realizing the full potential of health for the individual and freedom of indignity conceptual
paradigm. It also refers to the unavailability of information through education and even the
unavailability of an identification model. The consolidation of wealth and power in one society
could be ground for racial and other exclusivist discourses, and the improper system of
governance and, ultimately, society become. With an ideal approach to skepticism and confusion
regarding critical race theory, the legal history, doctrinal race development, and the International
Convention on Racial Discrimination, a contemporary racial foundation needs to be developed,
reaffirmed, improved, and protected to incorporate the democratic content of the US's principles
of legal equality. Ethnic sensitivity, empowerment, and cultural competence should constitute
anti-racism tools of liberation policies to constitute a dignified culture of equality and equity.
Nevertheless, unfortunately, institutional racism, whether implicit or explicit, is often unnoticed
or disregarded.Besides government, professionals who work with ethnic or racial minorities can
empower these groups to counteract the negative notions formed through a long history of
discrimination.

The phenomenon's roots and current issues lie in the realization of neoliberalism and
capitalism, the morphology of the nation-state, and the generative order of colonialism.

Neoliberalism increases health, cognate inequalities, and neoliberalism policies reduce human
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security and deteriorating living conditions. The moral criterion and compulsory economic logic
of direct financial benefits associated with poverty policies require considerable determination. It
will require hard effort to implement systemic reforms and correct the functioning of institutions.
A rational approach to assessing the social welfare system examines its impact on poverty, racial
discrimination, and rates. This impact is significant. The causes of good health far exceed the
quality of healthcare. It includes several socioeconomic factors that are interrelated. The COVID-
19 pandemic consequence opens up ground, a rationale, for a neoliberal reversal within the
alternative hybrid order. COVID-19 has confirmed long-standing structural variations pointing
out inadequate policies, budget discrepancies, jeopardizing human security conceptualization.

COVID-19 has a disproportionate impact on racialized communities in the US.

Adaptation to conventionality is not how a human being can develop all potentials,
advance society, and live with dignity. If a man agrees to the status quo, conceding that the
opportunity still exists, he consumes himself; others have frequently marginalized those who do
not comprehend. The human security concept requires a comprehensive approach to diverse
factors, such as the racial paradigm. Our goal should be to change the unjust world, not adapt to
it. One of the central paths that should finally be rejected is the xenophobic path of irrational
intolerance and distrust. The anti-xenophobic path of rational dogmatism rejection should reside
within the fence of critical aspects of human security. It is a course to converge considerably
more attention on raising human awareness and promoting equality to prevent more significant
social unrest and extinguish the people's racial segmentation. Global democracy is in crisis, and
democratic principles are under question. While neoliberalism ruled, the ideological framework
was accepted by many economists. After all, it is lost the expected freedom proponents of
neoliberalism promised. Rationalization and poor governance exhibit inequalities and
distribution coverage within the neoliberal health sector. The COVID-19 has exposed the adverse
effects of a system that has dominated every aspect of US society. Recognition of the
neoliberalism misplacement is apparent; the market system de facto more issues generated than
resolute. Contemporary liberal forces must set the policy fundamentally differently within an
economic system, with adequate crisis management, that will not consider merging on a small
percentage of the population but everyone. The solution is the so-called Scandinavian system,
where states let capitalism operate in free-market conditions. However, tax systems and better
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citizens' awareness provide social protection to all individuals who cannot participate in the labor
market for various reasons. Historical experience declares that all socialist systems are designed

to overcome injustice.
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