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Kadi Abdiilcebbar'in Diisiincesinde Dillerin Ortaya Gikis1: ve Modern Dilbilim**
Oz
islam diisiincesinde dillerin ortaya ¢ikist konusu, dilbilimsel calisma ve tartismalarin biiyiik bir bélimiinii
olusturmustur. Bu tartismalarda en biiyiik pay usul ve keldm alimlerine aittir. Miisliimanlar, dillerin ortaya
ctkmasiyla ilgili iki teori 6ne stirmiislerdir: Birincisi, tevkif teorisidir. Buna gére dil ilahi bir mevhibe olup
insana Allah tarafindan 6gretilmistir. ok kadim olan bu teori Yunan filozoflar1 tarafindan da savunulmustur.
ikinci teori ise tevfik teorisidir. Bu teorinin sahipleri dilin toplumsal uzlasi ile dogdugunu éngériirler. Bu
teoriyi savunanlarin ¢ogu, delillerini akli temele dayandiran Mu'‘tezile’ye mensup olup metinleri kendi
goriislerine uygun bir sekilde yorumlamislardir. Bazi alimler ise bu iki teoriyi uzlastirmaya ¢alismislardir.
Buna gore Cendb-1 Hak, insana kavram iiretme yetenegi vermis ve bunun i¢in uygun mekanizmalar
bahsetmistir. Fakat yine de dilin ilk kdkeninin tevkifi olmasi gerekir ki sonradan insan dili gelisim
gosterebilsin. Kadi Abdiilcebbar bu konuda farkl bir goriis ortaya atar. Ona gore ilk dil tevkifi olamaz tam
aksine Allah'in hitabini anlamamiz i¢in tevfiki olmasi gerekir. Allah'in insana anladig1 bir dille hitap etmesi
gerektigi deliline istinaden, Kadi Abdiilcebbar bu teoriyi savunmustur. Yukaridaki tartisma dilin ilk kékeni
ile ilgilidir. ilk dilden sonra gelen dillere gelince, Kadi Abdiilcebbar onlarin ¢ikisi hakkinda kesin bir sey
soylemez. Yani hem tevkifi olabilir hem de tevfiki olma ihtimali mevcuttur. Bu iki ihtimalin higbirini

destekleyecek bir delil yoktur. Kadi Abdiilcebbar, Allah'in iradesini anlamak i¢in dngérdigi bu durumun
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Dille ilgili Goriisleri” baslikli doktora tezinden faydalanilarak, hazirlanmistir.
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nasil olmasi gerektigini bir 6rnekle agikliyor. O, éncelikle bir kelimenin bir lafzi ifade-isaret etmesi
gerektigini ve bunun da mutlaka belli bir maksat i¢in konulmus olmasi gerektigini savunur. isim, konuldugu
seye niyete bir gayeye uygun olarak isaret etmelidir. Modern dilbilimde ise, yukaridaki iki teori haricinde
birkag teori daha ortaya atilmistir. Modern dilbilim kitaplarinda biiyiik yer tutan ve on sekizinci yiizyilin
sonunda ortaya ¢ikan ilk dilin kdkeni teorisi; dilin insan tiiriintin 6zel bir i¢gtidiisiinden kaynaklandigini
belirten ve onun dogustan geldigini savunan teoridir. Yani insanda, her duyusal ve ahlaki algisini bir kelime
ile ifade etmesini saglayan bir fitrat: vardir. Modern teorilerden biri de, kelimelerin ilk olusumunun insanin
duydugu dogal sesleri taklit etmesiyle ortaya ¢iktigini ve bu seslerin kaynaginin onlardan isimler tiiretmeye
yOnelttigini savunan taklit teorisidir. Bu ¢calismada Kadi Abdiilcebbar’'in dilin kdkenine dair 6zgiin teorisi ve
teorisini desteklemek igin ortaya koydugu akli deliller ele alinmaktadur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Beldgati, Dilbilim, Dilin K6keni Teorileri, Tevkif Teorisi, Tevfik Teorisi,
Mu'tezile, Kadi Abdiilcebbar.

The Genesis of Languages Between Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar and Modern Linguistics®
Abstract
The issue of the emergence of languages in Islamic thought occupied a large part of study and discussion,
and the largest share in these discussions was for the legal theoreticians and scholars of theology. Muslims
came up with two theories about the emergence of languages. The first theory asserts that language is a God-
given or a God-inspired gift (tawgifi) that descended on mankind who were taught the names of things. This
theory is very old and had similarly been advocated by Greek philosophers. The second theory was
formulated by the Mu'tazilites who drew on rational logic, interpreted scriptural references accordingly, and
stated that language arose from the agreement of individuals in society (muwada‘a). There have also been
attempts of reconciling these two theories and according to one of which it was stated God has endowed man
with mechanisms that enabled him with the ability to establish linguistic conventions and terminologies (al-
qudra ‘ald al-istilah). But, this reconcilitation attempt adds, the first and the initial language was the result of
God’s teaching (tawgqifi) and what came after it was the result of agreeing by individuals within a given
society. Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar advocates a different theory and asserts from the outset that the first language
must be borne out of muwdada‘a, for, according to him, muwada‘a temporally precedes tawgif. His argument
proceedes from the reasoning that in order for God to address the mankind, the latter must already have the
faculty of speech/language so that they can receive God’s address. Qadi’s formulation is about the first
language and, due to lack of conclusive evidence, he seems undecided about the languages that came into
being later; they can either be tawqifi or they can similarly be the outcome of muwada‘a. Qadi then continues
to talk about the prerequisites for the muwada‘a by virtue of which God directed His speech towards mankind,
and stipulates that the first prerequisite is the determination of meaning. There cannot be a given name for
a given named without intending and establishing the meaning of the given name. Modern studies have also
been examining the development and beginning of languages and there have been attempts of putting forth
other theories. Towards the end of the 18th century, scholars have come up with the innateness theory (al-

nazariyya al-fitriyya) according to which human beings are endowed with a special instinctual faculty with

This article has been prepared by making use of the doctoral thesis titled "Kad: Abdiilcebbar's Views on
Language", which is continuing at the Social Sciences Institute of Sivas Cumhuriyet University.

https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/pub/atebe | 101




Hiiseyin Elmhemit

which they can articulate meanings in speech. Another one of the most famous of these theories is the
onomatopoeic or mimetic theory which asserts that the first speech developed out of imitating sounds that
human beings heard in their natural environment and invented nouns for the sources and roots of these
sounds. The following study comprises of a foreword that studies the significance of the topic and the
questions that revolve around it. We then present a brief biographical account of Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, follow
it with a section that presents the forerunning theories about the beginning and the development of
languages according to Muslim and Western scholars along with their supporting arguments. We finalize
with Qadi’s views and arguments and conclude our study with our findings and suggestions.

Keywords: Arabic and The Sciences of Rhetoric, Linguistics, Theories of Language Origination, The Theory of
Divine Teaching, The Theory of Societal Convention The Mu‘tazila, Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar.
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