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 The Snake in Turkmen Folklore, Khanaqin District 
 Abstract  The snake is an animal that has existed since ancient times in Turkish and 

international mythology, and this presence has appeared in popular beliefs and oral culture 
as well, whether positively or negatively. It is addressed as an important component of 
many of the popular literature subjects. Where it was assigned the symbolism of eternal 
life, new life, protection, and treatment for what it possesses of characteristics such as 
replacing the skin, its deadly poison, voice, dangerous tongue, deadly bite, and constantly 
openedeyes. In this study, beliefs, folk tales, legends, terrifying stories, folk proverbs, and 
linguistic conventions that include the snake were collected from the oral sources of the 
Khanaqin district in Diyala governorate, and then studied and analyzed. The results were 
written according to the form collected from the oral sources and by preserving the 
characteristics of the Khanqanian Turkman dialect. At the beginning of the study, the snake 
and its presence in the Turkish and international mythology was discussed. 

Key words: Iraqis Turkman, Khanaqin District. Mythology, The Snake, Folk 
Beliefs. 
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