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isfahan okulunun kurucusu olarak kabul edilen Mir Damad (. 1040/1631),
hem iran'da hem de Hint alt kitasinda felsefenin gelisimine ciddi katkida
bulunmustur. Mir Damad'in temaytiz ettigi ana meselelerden biri “huds-i
dehri” meselesidir. Israki bir Gisliipla Messai felsefesini esas alarak Tanri-alem
iliskisine dair Messailerin goruslerini gelistirerek yeni ve 6zgtin bir agiklama
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modeli sunan hudus-i dehri teorisi, Mir Damad'in yasadigi dénemde ve sonrasinda 6nemli bir etki yaratmistir.

Bu inceleme, ilk olarak Mir Daméd'in mezkdr teoriyi ortaya koyma nedenini ve sonrasinda éne stirdigu delilleri
nasil temellendirdigi calisacaktir. Ondan sonra Hint alt kitasinin en énemli diistinirlerinden bir olarak kabul edilen
Molla Mahmud Canpri'nin (6. 1062/1652) hudGs-i dehri teorisine yonelik elestirileri, Hindistan'da felsefi egitimin
ana metinlerinden biri olan es-Semstil-Bdziga adl eseri cercevesinde ortaya konulacaktir.

Alemin zamansal olarak hadis oldugunu kabul eden kelamcilarin aksine filozoflar, dlemin zat bakimindan hadis
oldugunu iddia etmektedir. Mir Damad, kelamcilarin iddialarini redederek Messailerin goriisiine her ne kadar
daha yakin olsa da “hudus-i zati” teorilerini kabul etmemekle birlikte dlemin ademle 6ncelendigi ve sermediyetin
teorisini gelistirerek

Allah’a miinhasir oldugu dustlincesinde israr etmistir. Bu nedenle filozoflarin “hudis-i zati”
sudrr teorisi ile kelamcilarin hudis teorileri zaman, dehr ve sermed kavramlari etrafinda alimlayarak yeni bir
sentez olusturmaktadir. Alemin nisbi bir yoklukla 6ncelendigini iddia eden bu tez, bilkuvveden bilfiile dehri bir
hudus ile gecildigini savunmaktadir. Zira ma’kulatin (akledilirler) yeri olan dehr, sabit olanin degisene nisbeti
anlamina gelmektedir. Canpari, Mir Damad'in dehr anlayisina itiraz ederek bircok yonden hudus-i dehrinin kabul
edilemeyecegini ve oncelik ile sonralik mefhumlarinin zaman olmaksizin tasavvur edilemeyecegini ispatlamaya
calismaktadr.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hudds-i dehri, Sermed, Dehr, Zaman, Oncelik ve Sonralik, Mir Damad, Canpari Faraki

ABSTRACT

Mir Damad (d. 1631/1040) is the founder of Isfahan’s philosophical school and is considered one of the most
influential individuals in the philosophical domain in general, specifically in Iran and the Indian subcontinent.
His theory of perpetual creation is considered one of his most important ideas, one for which he is famous and
distinguished. This article will deal with the reasons that motivated Mir Damad to establish his theory and then will
discuss Jawnpari's critiques of this theory within the framework of his book Al-Shams al-Bazigha. Contrary to the
Mutakallimin, who supported the idea of hudith zamani [temporal creation], the Peripatetic philosophers rejected
this claim while clarifying its impossibility, instead supporting the hudath al-dhati [essential creation]. As for Mir
Damad, he did not accept the Mutakallimin’s opinion, nor was he satisfied with the theory of hudath al-dhati. He
insisted that the world is preceded by nothingness and that only to Allah can eternity be ascribed. Therefore, he
further developed the theory of huddth al-dhati as stated by the Peripatetic philosophers, combining their opinion
of emanations with the idea of hudath zamani as expressed by the Mutakallimin. He also tried this by interpreting
terms such as zaman [time], dahr [perpetuity], and sarmad [eternity] to create his new theory of hudath dahri
[perpetual creation]. As for Jawnpari, he criticized Damad’s conception of the dahr and addressed it with many
critiques while stating the impossibility of the conception of the before and after without including the concept of
time within that understanding.

Keywords: perpetual creation, Hudath dahri, eternity, sarmad, perpetuity, dahr, time, zamadn, priority and
posteriority, Mir Damad, Jawnpuri Faraqi

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Mir Baqir Damad (d. 1040/1631) was the founder of the Isfahan philosophical school
and is considered one of the most influential personalities in the arena of philosophy in both
Iran and the Indian Peninsula. In addition, the theory of Audiith dahrt [perpetual creation] is
considered one of his most important of concepts for which he is famous and through which
he is characterized.

Through this theory, he tried to introduce a new and genuine interpretation of the relationship
between the Creator and the world. Because Damad did not like the opinion of theologists

regarding hudiith zamani [temporal creation] of the world, he agreed with Avicenna (d.
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428/1037) regarding the concept of the world’s creation being impossible in zaman [time].
However, he was not content with the opinion of Peripatetic philosophers regarding the hudiith
dhatt [essential creation] of the world, and due to priority in the world being essential and not
dissociative regarding the exterior, Damad instead insisted that the world was preceded by
sheer nonexistence and that God Almighty is exclusively preexistent and the only eternal being.

What inspired him to innovate this theory was his insistence that God be deemed highly
exalted over all others and that no preexistent nor eternal exists but God Almighty. Therefore, he
developed the Peripatetic philosophers’ theory of hudiith dhati [essential creation], combining
their predicament of emanation with theologists’ concept of creation. He also tried to interpret
the terms zaman [time], dahr [perpetuity], and sarmad [eternity] in order to innovate his theory
of hudiith dahr [perpetual creation].

Perpetual creation means the priority of existence of quiddity with sheer nonexistence
matching its existence in reality, and such priority is not essential, but rather a dissociative
priority and non-temporal.

Damad founded his theory of perpetual creation over two basic elements. The first element
involves the concepts of priority and posteriority. According to Peripatetic philosophers,
priority has five parts: priority in time, grade, honor, nature, and nobility. However, Damad
added perpetual eternal priority and the priority in quiddity to these. Perpetual priority means
the priority according to dissociation and standing alone between prior and posterior in
reality, with posteriority lingering behind in such a state according to the exterior and not to
the peculiarity of the essence’s mental degree of self per se. Meanwhile, priority in quiddity
involves the priority of self of quiddity and its substantiation, not according to reality but rather
to the mental degree. For example, the priority of four (cause) on duality (effect). Namely,
whenever the quiddity of four is achieved, its inseparable effect is also achieved (the duality).
However, Damad placed a restriction on this kind of priority, where the priority in quiddity is
valid regarding the efficient cause, not other causes.

The second element is God’s Quiddity is the Same as Inniyah [His Self]. This means
the concept of the existence of God Almighty springs from Himself (i.e., the quiddity of the
necessary existent is His existence per se). The genuine true existence in reality is the same
as the degree of the self of the necessary existent Almighty, while the existence of contingent
things is based on the action of its Creator. As such, the degree of existence of cause does not
have the same degree of existence as the effect, as existence reaches the self of the effect from
the cause. Meanwhile, according to Damad, the acknowledgment of the evidence of hudiith
dahrt [perpetual creation] can be summarized as follows:

On basis of the foregoing two foundations and due to Damad standing up for the genuineness
of quiddity where existence is extra/supra, the Creator Almighty and the creature can never
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have the same degree of existence, because the Creator Almighty is the existent who lacks
quiddity, namely His Self the Almighty is the absolute existence. Thus, the degree of His
existence is different from all creatures. Hence, the degree of eternity is exclusive to His Self
the Almighty. Likewise, creatures cannot be temporal, as time is related to variable things and
this would lead to deeming the Creator to exist in the end of time. Therefore, Damad professed
that all creatures were created in dahr [perpetuity], and God Almighty created all creatures all
at once beyond time, or continuity in perpetuity. Because there is no continuity in perpetuity,
and there is no prior or posterior in perpetuity.

The most important scholar to oppose the theory of hudiith dahri [perpetual creation] was
the Indian scholar Mulla Mahmoud JawnptirT in his book Al Shams Al Bazigha, one of the most
important philosophical texts taught in the Indian Peninsula. His critiques are summarized
by the fact that the absolute prior and posterior that prevent meeting cannot be perceived
except when continuity exists, whether substantiated or illusioned, because when continuity
does not exist in the first place, one can imagine nonexistence then existence. This is because
the priority of nonexistence and the posteriority of existence can only be imagined if there
is something that has priority in one of its two ends without any posteriority, while the other
end has the existence of posteriority. Any variation of the two ends or distinguishing between
one another requires continuity, as absolute priority in terms of dissociation is unimaginable
except for a continuity where one of its two ends has nonexistence or a certain status and the
other end has existence or another status.

As such, JawnpiirT’s core objection was the impossibility of imagining priority and
posteriority without continuity (i.e., time). In spite of Damad acknowledging the impossibility
of imagining priority and posteriority in dahr [perpetuity], he insisted on the existence of
external dissociation between cause and effect as well as the intermediacy of nonexistence
between them. He professed dissociative priority and posteriority to be unrelated to zaman
[time] and dissociative progress to be possible without zaman [time].
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