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Abstract

The present study is aimed to define how the COVID-19 pandemic was perceived amongst the primary school
children by the pictures they did. The study group, in which the qualitative research method was used, included
241 first grade students in a primary school in the Antalya Kepez region, which was selected by the convenient
sampling method. While collecting data in the research, students were asked "what do you understand when the
COVID-19 is mentioned?" and to draw a picture of their feelings. The data were evaluated as a percentage (%)
and frequency with the SPSS program. In the conclusion of the study, it was observed that most of the students in
the study group perceived the COVID-19 as "an insect", and less of the students perceived it as "a disease".
COVID-19 pandemic is drawn by the children generally as a free time activity at home.

Keywords: Covid-19, perception, children pictures

Ozet

Calisma, ilkokul ¢agindaki c¢ocuklarin COVID-19 pandemisini yaptiklar:i resimlerle nasil algiladiklarim
belirlemeyi amaglamaktadir. Nitel arastirma yontemi kullanilan arastirmada; ¢alisma grubu, uygun ¢rnekleme
yontemi ile segilen Antalya Kepez bolgesinde bir ilkokulda 6grenim goren 241 birinci simf 6grencisinden
olusmaktadir. Arastirma verileri 6grencilere "COVID-19 soziinden ne anliyorsunuz?" sorusu yoneltilmis ve
duygularini yansitan resim cizmeleri istenmistir. Bulgular SPSS programi kullanularak yiizde (%) ve frekans
olarak belirtilmistir. Calisma sonucunda, 6grencilerin biiyiik ¢ogunlugunun COVID-19'u "bocek", bir grup
ogrencinin ise "hastalik" olarak algiladigi gortilmustiir. Kigiik bir grup ise COVID-19 pandemisini evde bos
zaman etkinligi olarak betimledikleri anlagilmuistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Covid-19, alg1, 6grenci resimleri

INTRODUCTION

Currently, an abnormal process in education, health, the economy and the different fields is being
experienced in our country as in all over the world due to COVID-19 pandemic. The first case of the
COVID 19 in Turkey was announced on March 11, 2020, and the education in the primary and the
secondary schools has been suspended on March 13, 2020, which was declared by the ministry of
health on March 16, 2020.

All of the authors of the education community experienced a great panic due to the interruption of
education. The education methods were adopted quickly to the distance education model. This
situation dragged either the students and the teachers and the parents into obscurity. In recent times,
during which the face to face education was being planned to re-start, it is crucial to define how the
children perceive the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Every child notices the world around unalike due to the different cultural, environmental, and
individual factors, which cause different imaginations of the pictures by the children (Artut, 2004).
Painting is a way of method to recognize a person, which is a more effective and alternative approach
for children than adults in particular. Oral communications in children, who can reflect their
psychological world; feelings, thoughts, their interactions with the environment, via pictures are
restricted if compared with the adults (Dogru, Turcan, Arslan & Dogru, 2006).

There are some researches in Turkey, including different age groups, related to children's pictures e.g.
reflections of the medical profession to the pictures in a study with 109 children ranging in age from 7
to 12 (Tas, Aslan &Sayek, 2006), similarly the perceptions of the teaching profession in 1000 children in
ongoing primary school education (Aykac, 2012).

Additionally, in a study involving 65 students in the 5t class of a primary school and 48 senior teacher
candidates (Turkmen, 2008) and with 287 fifth-grade students, the perception of the scientist was
evaluated (Oguz-Unver, 2010). In studies with similar age groups, the perception of technology with
28 fifth grade students (Eristi & Kurt, 2011), and the perception of the internet with 23 primary school
fourth-grade students (Ersoy & Turkkan, 2009) were tried to be determined. In studies with different
special groups, the maternal perception in 400 children grown up either with family or in the
institution without family ranging in age from 7 to 11 (Cakmak & Darica, 2012) or the hospital
perception of 60 children between the ages of 9-12, who were hospitalized or not hospitalized, was
evaluated through pictures (Sen-Beytut , Bolisik, Solak & Seyfioglu, 2009). There are some studies with
preschool children e.g. the perception of the family in 109 children between 55 and 74 months (Akgun
& Ergul, 2015), the perception of to be a teacher in 240 children ranging in age from 5 to 7 (Daglioglu,
2011), the perception of to be a scientist in 30 children ranging in age from 5 to 8 (Buldu, 2006).
Tiryaki, Zengin ve Cinar (2021), this study aimed to determine the perceptions of children aged
between 7 and 11 years of nurses, who are actively involved in the pandemic hospital, of the Covid-19
pandemic by evaluating their answers to open-ended questions and the pictures they drew.
According to the evaluation results, it was observed that the pictures drawn by the children were
compatible with the rules of wearing masks, washing hands, using disinfectants, and staying at home.
In our study, it is aimed to determine using the pictures drawn by the primary school first-year
students how the covid 19 pandemics is perceived amongst the children.

Problem Statement

On January 5, 2020, the World Health Organization identified a new corona virus that has not been
detected in humans before. Initially referred to as 2019-nCoV, this disease was later it was named as
Covid-19 and after it emerged in China, it affected the whole world in a short period of three months
(WHO, 2020). Like other countries, our country has been affected by this virus and according to the
statement made by the Ministry of Health, on March 11, 2020. The first case was seen in our country
(Turkey Ministry of Health, 2020). At the same time, the World Health Organization declared Covid-
19 as a pandemic disease affecting a large part of the world. A pandemic is expressed as an epidemic
that spreads beyond a certain region and begins to affect a large population and even a whole
humanity (Aslan, 2020). The highly contagious Covid-19 pandemic has created a worldwide panic and
uneasiness, countries have temporarily suspended their education processes to support the call to
"stay at home", instead they have directed their students to distance education as much as possible
(Ustiin & Ogzgiftgi, 2020). As the study is focusing on first grade students, understanding the
background to why these students have been chosen is important. First graders are typically 6 or 7
years old and, generally, have some basic reading knowledge. The planned curriculum for this age
group challenges students to learn more and build on skills introduced in kindergarten. They are
adjusting to school and valuing their friendships in more meaningful ways. They are also learning
new skills faster than you can keep up with, and growing both physically and emotionally. The based
question that guided the research and dialogue with all students were:

How do the primary school children perceive the covid 19 and ongoing pandemics?
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The Signifince of Research

The covid 19 and ongoing pandemics is a universal crisis, which has profound influences in several
ways in the different countries depending on the culture, the socio-economic status etc. That is why
the harmful effects of the pandemics were not distributed equally amongst the children in all around
the world. The perception of this universal crisis by the primary school children in our country needs
to be determined to find out the exact solutions and the way of the psychological support plans
thereby the guidance strategies.

Limitations

The research is limited to first-year primary school students in Kepez district of Antalya municipality
in the 2020-2021 academic year. The limitations of the study were that the sample group was highly
selective involving students who are 6-7 years old, have participated in the grade 1st at primary
school. The limitations, along with the sample size, make the data from the study have little
transferability because of the specificities of the sample group and qualitative design (Moustakas,
1994). Further, the study is limited because of the choice to use a school in which we have a prior
affiliation.

METHOD

In the present study, the document analysis method, which is one of the qualitative research
techniques, was used in the study. Documents are important resources for the information, which
should be used effectively in qualitative researches. In such researches, the researcher can obtain the
data needed without either the observation or interview, which means, the document analysis will
contribute to the researcher in terms of saving time and money. Which documents are important and
can be used as data resources are closely related to the research problem. For example, in research on
education, various resources can be used as data; the textbooks, program (curriculum) instructions, in-
school and out-of-school correspondences, student records, meeting reports, student guidance notes
and files, student and teacher handbooks, students” homework and exams, lessons’ and units” plans,
teachers’ files, educational official documents etc. can be used (Bogdan and Biklen, 1992). Student
pictures were used in our study as a data resource. Student pictures were analysed by content analysis
technique. According to the themes obtained as a result of the analysis, the pictures were re-examined
and compared.

Working Group

The participants of the study consists of the first grade of the primary school students, who were
volunteer, in the Kepez district of the Antalya Municipality, and oral informed consent was obtained
from either the parents or the teachers. 127 males and 114 females, a total of 241 students were
included in the study group.

Data Collection Tools

The documents in this study were the pictures of the first grade of the primary school students, who
were asked to draw a picture of the question as “What do you understand when told "covid 19
(Corona) and pandemics?"

The pictures were coded after the examinations of each picture, made by 241 first grade primary
school students. The student pictures were re-examined after creating codes and the perceptions of the
covid 19 and pandemics were tried to be defined by the means of the predetermined themes.
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Data Analysis

Data obtained from the documents might not need to be digitized or quantified. The researchers can
prefer the results of the categorizations or the findings of the analysis identified to be as the prose. If
the researcher would like to present the data by obtained quantifying or digitizing, there are the
following three ways (Forster, 1994); Present or not: If the relevant category exists in the document,
the value "1" is given easily, if do not exist, the value "0". Thus, it will be possible to compare two
documents in terms of the number of times the relevant categories are repeated in two different
documents. Percentage distribution: This works similarly to the method above, but category repeats
are counted and presented as percentages. In this way, the researcher can reach a more precise
judgment about comparing the two documents. Area covered: Here, instead of determining whether a
category exists in a document, the area, which is covered by a category in the relevant document, can
also be used as a criterion. This method can easily be used, e.g., in a study aiming to measure how
much space is allocated in different textbooks to some predetermined categories. It is assumed that the
size or scope of the area devoted to a particular unit or subject in a textbook is directly proportional to
the emphasis given by the author or, to the same extent, the curriculum. In this study, the data to be
analysed were digitized as percentage distribution. First of all, the features found in all pictures were
coded and their percentage distributions were given according to the analyse of the codes.

RESULTS

The data obtained in the present study, which was aimed to understand how the COVID-19 pandemic
was perceived amongst the primary school children by the pictures, are given below.

Findings regarding perceptions of Covid 19

Table 1. Visual contents in the pictures

Images in the picture Frequency Percentage %
Monster 124 51
Insect 69 29
[llness 48 20

When all the pictures are examined, it is seen that the students perceive Covid 19 as either insect, 29%
or monsters, 51%, mainly due to the way of information from TV and/or the internet. These situations
are exemplified by the pictures given below.
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After analysing the pictures in the study it is understood that Covid 19 is described by the % 20 of the
students only as a disease, which created the least number of a student group and exemplified the
finding by the pictures below.

Findings regarding the pandemic process

It is seen that the students describe the pandemic as a process of staying at home and trying to be
protected from the insects (covid 19). The situation was pictured in the samples given below.
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CONCLUSION AND COMMENTS

It is seen that primary school children perceive COVID 19 as an insect, a monster or a disease
according to the results obtained from the findings. It might be concluded that the children perceive
COVID 19 and pandemic as a dangerous situation that should be avoided. Considering that even
adults do not sufficiently fear and some adults do not care about the pandemic, the children are more
aware of the seriousness of the situation than adults, which is a positive finding. They perceive the
pandemic process as a circumstance during which should be stayed at home. It is observed that they
take all the warnings seriously to stay at home and not to go out.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

Insanlik tarihin her déneminde biiytik buhranlarla kars: karsiya kalmistir. Bunlar savaslar, salgin
hastaliklar, dogal afetler gibi peki ¢ok alanda meydana gelmistir. 21. Yiizyilda diinya her ne kadar
teknoloji, iletisim ve bilim alaninda ilerlemis olsa da insanoglu tiim diinyay: etkileyen kiiresel bir
sorunla 2019 yilinda karsilasmustir. Bu yiizyilda diinyay: etkileyen olaylardan biri de covid- 19 salgin
hastaligidir. Diinya genelinde pek ¢ok sektdrde etkisini gosteren covid-19 salgin hastaliginin en ¢ok
etki yaptigr alanlardan biri de egitim sistemidir. Pek ¢ok tilke salgimin en yiiksek seviyelerde
gorildugii donemde okullar1 ya tam kapatmis ya da kismi olarak egitime ara vermistir. Bu
uygulamalardan birini de tilkemiz gerceklestirmis ve salgin stirecinde online ve kismi olarak okullar:
agarak egitim ogretim stireglerinin en az etki ile bu salgindan etkilenerek ¢ikmasi hedeflenmistir. Cok
kisa bir stire icinde olusturulan online egitim platformlari ile milyonlarca 6grenci egitim stireclerine
devam etme imkami bulmustur. Ogrenciler okul disinda giinliik yasamlarinda salgmn hastaligimin
etkilerini somut bir sekilde yasamislardir. Hem giinliik yasamdaki etkisi hem de egitim siireglerindeki
etkisi nedeniyle 6grenciler tim egitim seviyelerinde dogrudan bu salgindan etkilenmislerdir. Bu
etkilenme sadece egitim 6gretim stireclerine katilamama ya da okula gidememek olmayip en yakinin
veya yakin cevresinde hastalik nedeniyle yasamim yitiren birini bilmeleri olarak da belirtilebilir.
Toplumun tiim kesimlerini her yas grubunu etkileyen bu kiiresel salgin hastaligina iliskin 6grencilerin
bire bir etkilendikleri, gozlemledikleri ve yasadiklari bu salgn hastaliginin nasil algilandigi 6nem
tasimaktadir. Alan yazin incelendiginde covid-19 hastaligini resimlerle belirlemeyi konu alan
calismalarda oOgrencilerin farkli resimlerle hastaligi betimledikleri goriilmektedir. Yayan (2020)
tiniversite 6grencilerinin salgin stirecine iliskin resimlere yansimasini incelemistir. Ogrenciler,
hastaligin neden oldugu kayg: ve korku ile saglik calisanlarmin fedakarliklar: ve iyilesen hastalarin
mutluluklarim resimlere yansitmuslardir. Pek (2021) 4. ve 5. Siuf 6grencilerine covid-19 ile ilgili
algilarin ¢izdirdigi calismasinda 6grenciler covid-19 pandemisini duygu, sekil, virtisten korunma
yontemleri ve virtise yonelik korkular acilarindan ifade etmislerdir. Benzer sekilde Tiryaki, Zengin ve
Cmar (2021) calismalarinda covid-19 pandemisini hastaliga karsi onlemler alma ve hastaliktan
korunma temalarinda resmettikleri ve kaygili olduklari sonucuna ulasilmislardir. Bu kayg:
durumunda arastrma grubunun pandemi servisinde galisan hemsire ¢ocuklarindan olusmas: etkili
olmustur denilebilir. Nazli ve Cat (2021) arastirmalarinda ¢ocuklarin covid-19 pandemisini olumsuz
temalarla ifade etmislerdir. Ayrica, oyun ve sosyal yasam ozlemini de belirttikleri sonucuna
ulasmislardir. Bu calismamin amaci ilkokul 6grencilerinin covid-19 salgimna yonelik algilarim
resimlerle nasil ifade ettiklerini ortaya gikarmaktir. Arastirma nitel arastirma yontemi ile yapilmis ve
arastirmada nitel arastirma tekniklerinden dokiiman inceleme yontemi kullamilmistir. Nitel arastirma
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kisilerin cevrelerini, icinde olduklar1 stirecleri algilayislarin1 ve buna iliskin distincelerini, bakis
acilarmi ortaya c¢ikarmayr amaclayan arastrma yaklasimlarindan biri olarak ifade edilebilir.
Yasanmislik, deneyimleme ve bunlara verilen anlamlar nitel arastirmanin ortaya c¢ikarmay:
amagladigt durumlardir (Turan,2018). Bu calismada dokiimanlar veri kaynagidir. Ogrencilerin
cizdikleri resimler dokiiman olarak kullanilmistir. Calisma grubu bir ilkokulda 6grenim goren 241
birinci smf 6grencisinden olusmustur. Arastirmada Ogrencilere "Covid-19 denilince ne
anliyorsunuz?" sorusu sorulmus ve bu soruyla ilgili olarak covid-19 hastaligini resimle gizmeleri
istenmistir. Ogrencilerin ¢izdigi resimler icerik analizi teknigi ile ¢oziimlenmistir. Icerik analizi,
dokiimanlardaki anlami ortaya ¢ikarmak, ogrencilerin ¢izmis oldugu resimlerdeki mesajlar1 ifade
etmek i¢in kullanilmistir. Calisma sonucunda 6grencilerin %51’i f (124) covid-19 hastaligini canavara,
%29'u f (69) bocege, %20'si de f (48) hastalik olarak resmetmislerdir. Ogrencilerin biiytik bir
¢ogunlugu covid-19 salginini canavar ve bocek olarak algiladiklari goriilmektedir. Diinyada ve
tilkemizde oltimctil etkileri nedeniyle korkulmasi gereken bir durum oldugu icin 6grenciler hastalig
somut bir canliya benzetmislerdir. Ayrica 6grenciler pandemiyi evde kalma ve boceklerden korunma
olarak algiladiklar1 gortilmektedir. Salgin siirecinde evde kalma zorunlulugu ve ev dist ortamlarda
hastaligin bulasma riskindeki ytiikseklik evde kalma diistincesinin olusmasinda etkili olmustur
denilebilir. Ogrencilerin resimlerinde ev disindaki ortamlarda viriislerin yogun olarak yer aldiklari ve
insanlar1 evin icinde ¢izdikleri goriilmektedir. Virtisti sekil olarak da gorsel medyada yer alan bir
sekilde gizmektedirler. Ogrencilerin kiiciik yaglarda olmasma ragmen hastaligin tehlikesi goz oniine
alindiginda iyi birer gozlemci ve medyay: takip ettikleri sonucuna ulasilabilir. Mikroskop altinda
virtisin sekline benzer ¢izimlerin yapilmasi 6grencilerin farkindalik diizeylerinin yiiksek seviyede
oldugunu gostermektedir. Cizimlerde ev giivenli ortam olarak gosterilmektedir. Hastalik siirecinde
sokaga cikma yasag1 ve evde kalinmasina yonelik uyar1 ve zorunluluklar 6grencilerin zihinlerine
yansimis oldugu soylenebilir. Yazili ve gorsel basinda ve kamu spotlarinda yer alan evde kalma
temali agiklamalar bu diisiincenin olusmasinda etkili olmustur denilebilir. Ogrencilerin bu yas
diizeyinde salgma yonelik algilar: icin yeterli diizeyde bir algilama icinde olduklar1 olarak ifade
edilebilir. Bu tiir salginlar tarihin farkli donemlerinde gortilmistiir ve gelecekte de goriilebilme
ihtimali yiiksektir. Bu nedenle egitim sistemleri ders programlari aracilify ile ogrencilere bu tiir
durumlarda nasil hareket edilmesi gerektigi konusunda islevsel ozelliklere sahip kilinmalidir.
Toplumda olusabilecek panik ve kaygt ortami tutarli kararlarin alinmasini engelleyebilecegi igin yeni
yetisen nesiller bu tiir salgin hastaliklara hazirlikli olarak egitilmelidir. Sosyallesme okul cag1
ogrencileri icin 6nemli olan unsurlardan biri oldugu igin bu tiir hastaliklarda sosyallesme problemini
ortadan kaldirici 6nemler ile ilgili projeler olusturulmalidir.
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