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ADAWIYAH BETWEEN STABILITY
AND CHANGE

ABSTRACT

The research revolves around the path of change
of the Adawiyah order, which later became a reli-
gious sect independent of Islam. The research aims
to indicate the path of this change through knowing
the history of the founder and his doctrine, and then
the principles and objectives of Adawiyah order in
its first and second phases. Therefore, the research
followed the objective method through inductive ap-
proach, then the research relied on the descriptive
analytical method in presenting the topic of some
beliefs of the sect. The research concluded that they
were on a Muslims at the time of establishment, and
they had commendable effects and clear fingerprints
in spreading and defending Islam. They, also, had
many contributions to the Jihad against the Crusa-
ders. However, after the death of the founder, some
of'its men followed the philosophical approach, with
a change in goals; their supreme goal was asceticism
and mysticism, but then they changed it to politics
and the claim to kingship. Wars and calamities ensu-
ed between them and their opponents, and then they
became separated from the Muslims. The philosop-
hical approach of Sufism was a guarantor for that
transmission and conversion.

Keywords: Adawiyah order, Adi, Sufism, trans-
mission and conversion
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The research revolves around the path of change of the Adawiyah order, which later became a religious
sect independent of Islam. The research aims to indicate the path of this change through knowing the his-
tory of the founder and his doctrine, and then the principles and objectives of Adawiyah order in its first
and second phases. Therefore, the research followed the objective method through inductive approach, then
the research relied on the descriptive analytical method in presenting the topic of some beliefs of the sect.
The research concluded that they were on a Muslims at the time of establishment, and they had commen-
dable effects and clear fingerprints in spreading and defending Islam. They, also, had many contributions
to the Jihad against the Crusaders. However, after the death of the founder, some of its men followed the
philosophical approach, with a change in goals; their supreme goal was asceticism and mysticism, but then
they changed it to politics and the claim to kingship. Wars and calamities ensued between them and their
opponents, and then they became separated from the Muslims. The philosophical approach of Sufism was
a guarantor for that transmission and conversion.

The Adawiya are the followers of Sheikh Uday bin Musafir al-Hakari, who is well known with the prefix
of (the Umayyad), he lived in the sixth century AH (467-557), he was born in a house in a country side of
Baalbek, and he grew up in his mother’s care in the Levant. He received his primary sciences in his country,
then in his youth he toured all over countries as a tourist and a seeker of knowledge. He visited many places
and stayed in the Holy Land (Mecca and Medina) for a period of time, where he was receiving knowledge
from great scholars of Hijaz in both Mecca and Medina, and there he met Sheikh Abdul Qadir Al-Kilani
and a group of masters of Sufism. Then he went to Iraq, visited Baghdad, Mosul and Irbil. Then he settled
in Lalish (a rural area of Mosul) after that. So many people followed him because of what they saw in him
of asceticism, knowledge and piety. As a result, he established his method in Sufism, to be known later as
the Adawiyyah method attributed to him.

This method was free of impurities and deviations in its early stages, and it had commendable contri-
butions to acclamation, education, and jihad in the way of God against the crusaders, taking their teachin-
gs from the thought of Sheikh Uday, who wrote books on faith, acclamation, hadith, and jurisprudence.
However, most of which were lost, and we only received a rare scarcity of his writings. Sheikh Uday is well
known that he was against heresies and calling for taking religion from its first sources (the Qur’an and
Hadith), and he followed the doctrine of the predecessors in explaining the Islamic faith.

Sheikh Uday raised a strong believer generation on a solid foundation of piety and knowledge, but God
willing, what he was apprehensive about would come to pass in his group - which is the emergence of here-
sies. Being said that during the era of Sheikh Hassan (591 AH - 644 AH) deviant opinions appeared among
them such as the sanctification of people and graves, and even the deification of Uday and Hassan and other
masters of the Adawiya, and the idea of union and solutions spread among them, which Sheikh Hassan was
promoting these beliefs himself.

During the era of Sheikh Hassan, the status of Al-Adawiya was magnified, they had an army and She-
ikh Hassan appointed governors over the regions in which the influence of the Adawiya became strong,
so the princes of Mosul feared them and they plotted against them. The governor of Mosul Atabeg Badr
al-Din Lu’lu’, fought them and was able to catch Sheikh Hassan by cunning and deceit, as he hosted him
in the center of the Mosul, then strangled him. After that, long-term wars took place between the Adawiya
followers and the army of Badr al-Din Lu’lu’, which lasted for twelve years and ended with the victory of
Badr al-Din Lu’lv’, so they dispersed in the country, became vagrants and secluded in the foothills of the
mountains. This isolation led to an increase in enmity towards others, and with the passage of time these
people became known as Yazidis because they were proud of following Yazid bin Muawiyah and the house
of the Umayyads, and they called other Muslims the (Hussainians), that is, those who defend Hussein bin
Ali (PBUH), and that was a result of the claim of Badr al-Din Lu’lu” Shiism and fought them under the
name of rejection.
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What Sheikh Hassan kept among them of mystical and exaggerated thoughts were sufficient for their
deviation and their gradual separation from Islam, and this actually happened. In the tenth century AH, the
Mufti of the Ottoman Empire issued a fatwa of their disbelief, after which he would launch military cam-
paigns against them aimed at their extermination or their return by force to Islam. This only increased the
Yazidis’ solidity and adherence to their principles, and because they have become a religion independent of
Islam, its adherents are trying to obliterate all the religious features that link them to Islam, whether intel-
lectually or materially, and they claim that they are the remnants of an ancient religion called Mithraism in
the fourth millennium BC.




