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Okul yaz tatilleri bir¢ok 68renci icin mutlu ve kaygisiz bir zaman olarak tanimlansa da diisiik gelirli
aileye sahip ¢ocuklar icin okul yaz tatilleri can sikintisi ve hareketsizlik anlamina gelebilmektedir. Kimi
6grenci okul yaz tatillerinde kampa veya kursa giderek, tatile giderek gecirirken kimi 6grenci
kendilerinin veya baskalarinin bahgesinde, isyerinde ¢alisarak, evlerinde televizyon izleyerek, internette
gezinerek yaz tatillerini gegirebilmektedir. Bu arastirmada diisiik ve ytiksek gelirli anne babalarin okul
yaz tatillerine iliskin goriisleri belirlenmeye ¢alisilmistir. Bu arastirmada veriler diisiik ve yliksek gelirli
anne babalardan elde edilmis, arastirma sonuglar1 bu verilere dayandirilmistir. Bu amagla yaslar 22 ile
47 arasinda degisen 25 anne baba ile nitel gériisme yapilmistir. Yapilan nitel goriismelerin tematik
analizi sonucunda ‘yapilan aktiviteler, yapilmasi arzu edilen aktiviteler, yasanan 6grenme kayiplarr’
temalar1 belirlenmistir. Arastirma sonucunda ¢ocuklarin daha ¢ok yaz tatillerinde televizyon izledikleri,
internette gezindikleri, zamanlarini bosa harcadiklar1 anne babalar tarafindan ifade edilmistir. Anne
babalarin ¢ocuklarin yaz aylarinda 6grenme kaybi yasadiklarini diisiindiikleri ortaya ¢ikmistir. Diisiik ve
yuksek gelirli anne babalarin ¢ocuklarina farkli imkanlar saglamak istedikleri, ancak diisiik gelirli anne
babalarin bu imkanlar1 saglayamadiklari goriilmiistiir. Elde edilen bulgular ¢ergevesinde arastirmacilara
ve yetkililere pratik 6neriler sunulmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Okul yaz tatilleri, sosyo-ekonomik diizey, diisiik ve yiiksek gelirli anne babalar

Abstract
Although school summer holidays are defined as a happy and carefree time for many students, school summer

holidays can mean boredom and inactivity for children from low-income families. While some students spend
their summer vacations by going to camps or courses or going on vacation, some students can spend their
summer vacations in their own garden or in someone else's garden, working at their workplace, watching TV
at home, surfing the Internet. In this study, it was tried to determine the opinions of low and high income
parents about school summer holidays. In this study, data were obtained from low- and high-income parents,
and the results of the research were based on these data. For this purpose, qualitative interviews were
conducted with 25 parents aged between 22 and 47. As a result of the thematic analysis of the qualitative
interviews, the themes of 'activities done, activities desired to be done, learning losses experienced' were
determined. As a result of the research, it was stated by the parents that the children mostly watch television,
surf the internet and waste their time during the summer holidays. It has been revealed that parents think
that their children experience learning loss during the summer months. It has been observed that low and
high income parents want to provide different opportunities for their children, but low income parents cannot
provide these opportunities. Within the framework of the findings, practical suggestions were presented to
researchers and authorities.
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GIRIS

Bir¢ok dgrenci icin mutlu ve kaygisiz bir zaman olarak tanimlanan, oyunlarin oynandigi, yeni
anilarin biriktirildigi, sosyal becerilerin gelistirildigi okul yaz tatilleri yeni deneyimler ve
firsatlar saglayarak 6grencileri rahatlatmaktadir (Stewart ve dig., 2018). Bu durum bir¢ok
ogrenci icin gecerli olsa da bazilari i¢in 6zellikle de diisiik gelirli aileye sahip cocuklar i¢in yaz
tatilleri yalmzlik, aylarca can sikintis1 ve hareketsizlik anlamina gelir (Blazer, 2011). Kimi
ogrenciler okul yaz tatillerinde kampa veya herhangi bir alanda (matematik, spor veya miizik
gibi) kursa giderek, miize ve kiitiiphane ziyaretleri yaparak, aile gezilerine katilarak, tatile
giderek gecirirken kimi 6grenciler kendilerinin veya baskalarinin bahcesinde, isyerinde
calisarak, evlerinde televizyon izleyerek, internette gezinerek, miizik dinleyerek, kitap
okuyarak yaz tatillerini gecirirler (Blazer, 2011; Sezer ve Sumbas, 2018). Alan yazin
incelendiginde o6grencilerin okul yaz tatillerini nasil gecirdigi ailenin sosyo-ekonomik
diizeyiyle iliskili goriilmekte (Entwistle ve Alexander’in, 1992; Gladwell, 2009; Sezgin ve dig.,
2020), diistik gelirli bir aileye sahip olmak bir cocuk i¢in egitim ve gelisim firsatlarin1 kagirma
anlamina gelebilmektedir (Meyer ve dig, 2004). Arastirmacilar Ogrencilerin yaz tatili
doneminde 6grenme kayiplar1 yasadiklarini bildirmislerdir (Blazer, 2011; Gerhenson, 2013;
Kerry ve Davies, 2003; McLaughlin ve Smink, 2009; Patton ve Reschly, 2013; Sezgin ve dig.,
2020; Wongkee, 2010). Ogrencilerin 6grenme kayiplarini belirleyen degiskenler arasinda
sosyo-ekonomik diizey goze carpmaktadir. Diisiik veya yiiksek gelirli bir aileye sahip olan
ogrencilerin okul déoneminde basarilarinin benzer oldugu ancak okul yaz tatillerinde dusiik
gelirli 6grencilerin yiiksek gelirli 6grencilere gore 6grenme kayiplarinin fazla oldugu ifade
edilmekte bunun sebebi de okul yaz tatillerindeki deneyim esitsizligine baglanmaktadir
(Alexander ve dig., 2007; Chaplin ve Capizzano, 2006; Slates ve dig., 2012). Entwistle ve
Alexander’'in (1992) dgrencilerin yaz doneminde matematik alaninda yasadiklar1 6grenme
kayiplarinda en 6nemli yordayicinin ailenin sosyo-ekonomik diizeyi oldugunu bulmustur.
Diisiik gelirli gocuklarin yaz aylarinda kitap almakta zorlandiklar (Slates ve dig., 2012), yiiksek
gelirli ¢ocuklara gore giinde iki saat daha fazla televizyon izledikleri (Gershenson, 2013) ifade
edilmistir. Ar1 (2004), o6zel okul velilerinin c¢ocuklarinin okul yaz tatilini verimli
degerlendirmede daha bilingli hareket ettiklerini ifade ederek ¢ocuklarinin okul yaz
tatillerinde devlet okullarinda okuyan g¢ocuklara gére daha az 6grenme kaybi yasadiklarin
belirtmistir. Gladwell (2009) diisik ve yiiksek gelire sahip ailelerin cocuklarinin okulda
basarilart arasinda fark olmazken okul yaz tatilinden dontislerde farkin olustugunu, yiiksek
gelire sahip c¢ocuklarin okuma becerilerini artirarak okula ddnerken, diistik gelire sahip
ailelerin ¢ocuklarinin okuma becerilerinin geriledigini bildirmistir. Ayni1 sekilde Cooper ve
digerleri (1996) dusiik gelirli ailelerin cocuklarinin tatil doniisiinde okudugunu anlama
puanlarinda azalma oldugunu bulmuslardir.

Turkiye’'de, Gelir ve Yasam Kosullar1 Arastirma raporu, esdeger hane halki kullanilabilir fert
medyan gelirinin %50'si dikkate alinarak belirlenen yoksulluk sinirina gore, yoksulluk orani
2021 yilinda %14,4, yoksulluk sinir1 14034 Tiirk Lirast’ dir (Tiirkiye Istatistik Kurumu [TUIK],
2022). Asgari Ucretin 5500 Tiirk Lirasi oldugu (Calisma ve Sosyal Glivenlik Bakanhig1 [CSGB],
2022), asgari Ucretli ¢alisanlarin yoksulluk sinirin altinda kaldiklar1 diistintildiigiinde babasi,
annesi veya her ikisi asgari icretli ¢alisan cocuklarin diisiik gelirli bir ailede olduklari
goriilmektedir. Bununla birlikte annesi, babasi mevsimlik tarim iscisi olan ve okul yaz
tatillerinde onlarla beraber sehir degistiren ve ¢alisan ¢ocuklarin da yoksulluk sinirinin altinda
kaldiklar1 dusiiniilmektedir. Bu da okul yaz tatillerinde yiiksek gelirli ailelerin ¢ocuklarina goére
bazi imkanlara hig¢ erisemeyecegi ya da sinirh erisebilecegi anlamina gelmektedir. Bu nedenle,
diisiik ve yiiksek gelirli anne babalar ile goriiserek okul yaz tatillerinde neler yasadiklarini
belirlemenin 6nemli oldugu diistinilmektedir. Diisiik ve yiiksek gelirli anne babalar
cocuklarinin okul yaz tatillerini nasil gecirmelerini istiyorlar? Ihtiyac ve beklentileri neler?
Tlm bu sorularin yanitlanmasi diisiik ve ytliksek gelirli anne babalar arasinda benzer ve farkh
yonlerin anlasilmasini saglayacak, ihtiyac ve beklentilerin anlasilmasi 6énleme ve miidahale
calismalarina yon verecektir. Ayrica bu arastirmadan elde edilen anne babalarin goriisleri, alan
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yazindaki ¢ocuklarin okul yaz tatillerinin nasil gecirildigi ile ailenin sosyo-ekonomik
durumunun iliskili oldugu goriisiine katki saglayacaktir.

Arastirmanin Onemi ve Amaci

Tirkiye’de Milli Egitim Bakanhigi egitimde firsat ve imkan esitligini saglamak amaciyla resmi
okullarda yaz donemi kurs vermeye baslamistir. Bu kurslardan iicret almayarak diisiik gelirli
ogrencilerin bu kurslardan faydalanmalarini saglamaya c¢alismis, dusiik gelirli 6grencilerle
ylksek gelirli 6grenciler arasindaki yasanti farkliligini azaltmay1 amaclamistir. Bu konu aileler
ve Ogrenciler icin 6nemli olmasina ragmen aile-cocuk-yaz tatili baglaminda arastirmalarin
yeterince yapilmadigi, okul yaz tatillerinin ¢ocuklarin egitim gelisimi iizerindeki etkisinin
heniiz yeterince arastirlmamis oldugu goriilmektedir. Yapilan arastirmalarin daha c¢ok
ogrencilerin yaz 6grenme kayiplar1 (Baz, 2021; Canpolat ve dig., 2015; Kayir ve Ozcelik, 2018;
Sezgin ve dig., 2020), cocuklarin yaz tatilini kullanim bigimleri (Sezer ve Sumbas, 2018),
O0gretmenlerin ve ailelerin 6grencilerin okulda gecirdikleri siirelere iliskin goriisleri (Gokge,
2012) konularinda yapildigi goriilmektedir. Okul yaz tatillerinde anne babalarin neler
yasadiklari ve hangi diisiincelerle mesgul olduklarini kesfetmeye odaklanan bu nitel arastirma,
diisik ve yuksek gelirli anne babalarin okul yaz tatillerine iliskin algilarini sunmayi
amaglamaktadir. Diistik ve yiiksek gelirli anne babalarin okul yaz tatillerine iliskin algilarini
belirlemek onlarin ¢ocuklarinin egitimi ve gelisimi baglaminda ihtiya¢ ve beklentilerinin
bilinmesini saglayabilir, politikacilara, 6gretmenlere yaz 6grenme kayiplarinin 6niine gegmek
icin fikir sunabilir. Ayrica yaz 6grenme kayiplarinin énlenmesinin yani sira anne babalarin
sesinin duyulmasini saglayarak ilgili alan yazina katki saglayacak, dnleme ve miidahale
calismalarina yon verebilir. Bu ¢cercevede arastirma sorulari su sekilde yapilandirilmistir:

1. Diisiik ve yliksek gelirli anne babalarin okul yaz tatillerine iliskin algilar1 nelerdir?

2. Diisiik ve yliksek gelirli anne babalarin okul yaz tatillerine iliskin géruslerinde benzer
ve farkli yonler nelerdir?

YONTEM

Arastirma Deseni

Bu c¢alisma tanimlayici fenomenolojik (olgu bilim) nitel desenin rehberliginde yapilmistir.
Olgubilim ¢alismalar bireylerin yasantilarim1 (Husserl, 1970), tecriibelerini ya da bir olay1
anlamlandirmalarini yar1 yapilandirilmis derinlemesine goriismeler yoluyla (Creswell, 2003)
kesfetmeye calismaktadir (Chapman & Smith, 2002). Nitel arastirmanin dogasi geregi kesin ve
genellenebilir sonuglar ortaya ¢ikarmayabilir ancak bir olguyu daha iyi tanimamiza ve
anlamamiza yardimci olacak sonuglar ortaya koyabilir. Bu arastirmada incelenen olgu “okul
yaz tatilleri” olarak degerlendirilmektedir.

Katilimcilar

Bu ¢alisma 2022 yilinda Hatay ve Malatya illerinde ¢ocuklar1 okula devam eden diisiik ve
yliksek gelirli 25 ebeveyn ile gerceklestirilmistir. Calisma grubundaki anne babalarin
belirlenmesinde amagh 6rnekleme yontemlerinden olciit 6rneklemesi kullanilmistir. Bu
ornekleme yonteminde, arastirmaci amaca uygun olan bir durumu se¢mektedir (Yildirim ve
Simsek, 2018). Yaslar1 22 ile 47 arasinda (X = 34.13, Ss = 5.39) degisen anne babalarin
demografik bilgilerine tablo 1 ‘de yer verilmistir.
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Tablo 1. Aragtirmaya Katilan Anne Babalarin Demografik Ozellikleri

Demografik 6zellikler N %
Cinsiyet Kadin 15 60
Erkek 10 40
Ailenin aylik gelir diizeyi 14000 £'den az 17 68
14000 £’den ¢ok 8 32
Diizenli gelir Var 12 48
Yok 13 52
Cocuklarin gittigi okul tiird Devlet okulu 18 72
Ozel okul 4 16
Devlet okulu ve 6zel okul 3 12

Veri Toplama Siireci

Ilk olarak bu arastirma i¢in inénii Universitesi Sosyal ve Beserf Bilimler Bilimsel Arastirma ve
Yayin Etik Kurulu'ndan etik izin alinmistir. Bu desen veri toplamanin bireysel goriismeler
yoluyla yapilmasini gerektirdiginden (Issel, 2004), calismanin yazarlar1 velilerin oldugu
whatsapp gruplarinda ¢alisma ile ilgili bilgilerin paylasilmasini saglayip ¢alismaya katilmaya
gonillii anne babalar belirlemistir. Bu anne babalar ile goriismelerin yapilacag: yer ve zaman
ayarlanmis ve goriisme siirecine gecilmistir. Gériismeler 2022 yili Mayis ve Haziran aylarinda
yazarlarin ¢alisma ofislerinde gerceklesmistir. Calismanin yazarlari her bir katilimci ile birer
defa olmak tlizere 25’er goriisme yapmistir. Ancak sorulara kisa yanit veren katilimcilar analize
dahil edilmemistir. Goriismeler yapilmadan once bilgilendirme formu kullamlarak
katilimcilara ¢alismanin amaci ile ilgili bilgi verilmis, gériismeler icin katilimcilardan sézli ve
yazill izinler alinmistir. Arastirmada veri toplama amaciyla yar1 yapilandirmis gériisme formu
kullanilmistir. Bu formda “1.Yaz tatilleriniz nasil geciyor? (Devam sorulari: Neler
yapiyorsunuz?) Cocugunuz veya cocuklariniz yaz tatillerini nasil gegiriyorlar? Cocugunuz veya
cocuklarimizin yaz tatilini baska tiirli gecirmesini ister miydiniz? (Devam sorulari: Neler
yaparak gecirmesini isterdiniz? Aylik kazanciniz ile gocugunuzun yaz tatilini gegirme bigimi
arasinda sizce bir iliski var mi1? (Devam sorulari: Var veya yok. Bu iliskiyi/iliskisizligi aciklar
misiniz?) Yaz tatillerinde ¢ocuklarda 6grenme kaybinin ¢ok fazla oldugu soéyleniyor. Siz bu
konuda ne diisiiniiyorsunuz? Yaz 6grenme kayiplarini en aza indirmek icin size, ¢ocuklara,
ogretmenlere ve yetkililere diisen gorevler oldugunu kabul ediyorsaniz bu gorevleri anlatir
misiniz?” gibi ana sorular ve bu sorulari derinlemesine ¢alismak icin ek sorular yoneltilmistir.
Katilmcilarin higbirine c¢alismaya katilmalar1 i¢in herhangi bir 6deme yapilmamistir.
Katilimcilarin isimleri transkript sirasinda degistirilmis, makalenin son halinde bu
degistirilmis hali sunularak katilmcilarin kimlikleri gizlenmistir.

Verilerin Analizi

Katilimcilarla yapilan goériismeler birebir word’a aktarilmis ardindan bu word dosyalar: nitel
veri analizi bilgisayar programi NViVO-11 programina yiiklenmistir. Veri setinde tekrar eden
anlam ortntiilerini bulmak ve derinlemesine zengin bir sekilde diizenleyerek betimlemek i¢in
prosediirii Braun ve Clarke (2006) tarafindan tanimlanan tematik analiz kullanilmistir.
Tematik analiz, katilimcilarin deneyimlerini, anlamlandirmalarim1 ve gergekliklerini aktaran;
olaylarin, gerceklerin, anlamlarin, deneyimlerin toplumdaki ¢ok gesitli sdylemleri nasil
etkiledigini inceleyen, gercekeci ve olusturmaci bir yontemdir (Braun ve Clarke, 2006).
Canpolat (2021, 2022) tematik analizi dokuz asamali islem adimlariyla gerceklestirmistir.
Arastirmacinin veriye asina olmasi, ilk kodlarin olusturulmasi, kod kitabinin olusturulmasi, asil
kodlama, temalarin aranmasi, temalarin gozden gecirilmesi, temalarin tanmimlanmasi1 ve
isimlendirilmesi, carpici ifadelerin belirlenmesi, raporun hazirlanmasi. Bu arastirmada da
arastirmacilar (kodlayic1 1, kodlayia 2, kodlayici 3) bu dokuz basamagi sirasiyla takip
etmislerdir. Ik olarak arastirmacilar 25 veri setinin tamamim okuyarak veriye asina
olmuslardir. Daha sonra rastgele sectikleri li¢ veriyi birbirlerinden bagimsiz analiz ederek ilk
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kodlar1 olusturmuglardir. ilk kodlama bittikten sonra bir araya gelerek kod kitabin
olusturmuslardir. Kod kitab1 olustuktan sonra asil kodlama siirecine gecilmis arastirmacilar
birbirlerinden bagimsiz olarak 25 veriyi kodlamislardir. Kodlama bittikten sonra bir araya
gelerek temalar belirlenmistir. Temalar tanimlandiktan sonra carpici ifadeler belirlenmis ve
bulgular béliimi yazilmistir.

Gegerlik ve Giivenirlik

Bu calismanin veri toplama ve analiz silirecinde ¢alismanin gecerlik ve giivenirligini olumsuz
etkileyen faktorlerin en aza indirilmesi amaciyla bazi 6nlemler alinmistir (Yildirim ve Simsek,
2018). Gegerligin saglanmasi amaciyla arastirmanin deseni, katilimcilar, veri toplama araglari,
veri toplama stireci, verilerin analizi ve bulgularin nasil diizenlendigi ayrintili bir bicimde
betimlenmistir. Ayrica hazirlanan goériisme formu icin goériisme yapilmadan 6nce uzman
goriisi alinmistir. Hazirlanan goriisme formu igin Egitim Bilimleri alaninda ve nitel
arastirmalar konusunda deneyimli bir uzmanin goriisii alinmistir.

Arastirmanin giivenirligini saglamak amaciyla veriler, kodlayicilar tarafindan ayri1 ayri
kodlanmistir. Miles ve Huberman (1994) tarafindan 6nerilen Giivenirlik = (Gortis Birligi /
Gortis Birligi + Goriis Ayriligi) X 100 formiilii kullanilarak gilivenirlik .86 olarak hesaplanmistir.
Bu da arastirmacilarin kodlamalarinin giivenilir oldugunu gostermektedir. Ayrica bulgularinin
tlimii yoruma yer vermeden okuyucuya sunulmustur.

Arastirma ve Yayin Etigi

Bu calismada “Yiiksekdgretim Kurumlar1 Bilimsel Arastirma ve Yayin Etigi Yonergesi”
kapsaminda uyulmasi belirtilen tiim kurallara uyulmustur. Yonergenin ikinci b6limi olan
“Bilimsel Arastirma ve Yayin Etigine Aykir1 Eylemler” bashigi altinda belirtilen eylemlerden
higbiri gerceklestirilmemistir. Calismanin etik izni Inénii Universitesi Sosyal ve Beseri Bilimler
Bilimsel Arastirma ve Yayin Etik Kurulu'ndan tarafindan 26.05.2022 tarihinde E.181884 sayili
belgeyle alinmistir.

BULGULAR

Calismanin bu boéliimiinde anne babalarin okul yaz tatillerine iliskin goriislerinden elde dilen
temalara yer verilmistir. Sekil 1'de bu temalar sunulmustur.

YASANAN
OGRENME

KAYIPLARI

YAPILMASI ARZU

YAPILAN EDILEN

AKTIVITELER AKTIVITELER

OKUL YAZ TATILLERI
Sekil 1. Okul Yaz Tatillerine iliskin Tematik Harita
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Yapilan Aktiviteler

Bu tema anne babalarin ¢ocuklarinin yaz tatillerinde gilinlerini neler yaparak gecirdiklerine
iliskin goriislerini icermektedir. Katilimcilarin neredeyse tamami (n=71) cocuklarinin yaz
tatillerinde herhangi bir iste calismadigini séylemistir. Cocuklarinin yaz tatillerini evde
gecirdigini soyleyen diistik ve ytliksek gelirli anne babalar cogunluktaydi. Diisiik gelirli anne
babalar, “Cocuklar evde neler yapiyorlar?” sorusuna c¢ocuklarinin televizyon izlediklerini,
telefonla ugrastiklarini, sokakta arkadaslari ile oynadiklarini, ders g¢alistiklarini, kendileriyle
koye, bahgeye gittiklerini soylemistir. Asgari licretle ¢alisan, diisiik gelirli, 2 cocuk babasi, 37
yasindaki Murat, bu durumu, “Okullar kapaninca bizim ¢ocuklar genelde evdedir. Bir yere pek
gitmeyiz daha dogrusu gidemeyiz. Ben yazin da calisiyorum. Cocuklar da televizyon izlerler.
Arkadaslari ile oynarlar. Biz bir yere gidersek koye falan bizimle gelirler.” diyerek ifade
etmistir.

Yiiksek gelirli anne babalar, “Cocuklar evde neler yapiyorlar?” sorusuna cocuklarinin
televizyon izlediklerini, dijital oyun oynadiklarini, internette gezindiklerini, kitap okuduklarini,
ders calistiklarini, sokakta arkadaslari ile oynadiklarini, kursa gittiklerini, yaz kampina
gittiklerini, kendileriyle tatile gittiklerini sdylemistir. Kendisi 6gretmen, esi doktor olan yiiksek
gelirli kategorisine giren 40 yasindaki 3 cocuk annesi Serpil, cocuklarinin yaz tatilini nasil
gecirdigini, “Bir iki haftaligina tatile gidiyoruz ailece. Onun disinda genelde evdeyiz. Cocuklar
da evde televizyon izliyorlar, internete giriyorlar, bazen arkadaslariyla oynuyorlar. Oglum
bilgisayar oyunlariyla da ¢ok oynar. Onun disinda kitap okuyorlar. Gecen sene ylizme kursuna
da gitmislerdi. Belki bu sene baska kursa gitmek isteyebilirler.” s6zleriyle anlatmistir.

Katilimcilardan ¢ok azi (n=4) c¢ocuklarinin yaz tatillerinde kendileriyle birlikte bahgede
calistiklarini sdylemistir. 42 yasindaki Sultan mevsimlik tarim is¢isi oldugunu séylemis ve
cocuklarinin yaz tatilini nasil gecirdigini, “Tatil pek sayilmaz bizimle birlikte kayis1i da
calisiyorlar.” diyerek belirtmistir.

Katilimcilarin 32’si ytliksek gelirli olmasina ragmen ¢ok azi (n=3) ¢ocuklarinin yaz tatillerinde
yaz kampina gittiklerini s6ylemistir. Diger taraftan yiiksek gelirli anne babalarin ¢ogu (n=25),
diisiik gelirli anne babalarin bir kismi (n=16) ¢ocuklarinin evde ders ¢alistiklarini soylemistir.
Yiiksek gelirli, 35 yasindaki 1 ¢ocuk babasi Emre, cocugunun yaz tatillerinde kampa gittigini,
kampta olmadigl zamanlarda da evde gelecek seneye hazirlik yaptigini sdylemistir. Diisiik
gelirli, 42 yasinda, 3 cocuk annesi ev hanimi Ayse de ¢ocuklarinin yaz tatillerinde ders
calistiklarini, “Evde genelde televizyon izlerler ama ders de ¢alisirlar. Soru ¢6zerler.” sdzleriyle
anlatmistir.

Yapilmasi Arzu Edilen Aktiviteler

Bu tema katilimcilarin c¢ocuklarinin yaz tatillerinde hangi aktiviteleri yapmalarim
arzuladiklarim1 igermektedir. Katilimcilarin neredeyse tamami (n=68) c¢ocuklarinin yaz
tatillerinde evde siirekli televizyon izlemelerinden, internete girmelerinden, zamani bosa
gecirmelerinden rahatsiz olduklarini soylemistir. Hem dusiik gelirli hem yiiksek gelirli anne
babalar, cocuklarinin yaz tatillerinde herhangi bir spor veya miizik dal ile ilgili bir kursa
gitmeleri gerektigini disliniiyorlardi. Bu yaz etkinliginin cocuklarin sosyal ve duygusal
gelisimlerine katki saglayacagini, onlarin fiziksel ve psikolojik saghgina iyi gelecegini
belirtmislerdir. Yiiksek gelirli anne babalarin biiyiik bir kismi (n=27) ¢ocuklarina bu imkani
sagladiklarini soylerken diisiik gelirli anne babalarin buyiik bir kism1 (n=31) bu arzularini
gerceklestirecek maddi imkanlar1 olmadigindan yakindilar. 39 yasinda, 2 ¢ocuk babasi, asgari
lcretle calisan, diisiik gelirli Oktay, yasadigi bu durumu, “Hocam ben istemez miyim? Cocuklari
ylzme kursuna, basket kursuna géndereyim. Evde bos bos duracaklarina bir sey 6grenirler.
Kendilerini gelistirirler. Ama bunlar icin para lazim.” diyerek ifade etmistir.

Katilimcilarin ¢ok az1 (n=7) c¢ocuklarin yaz tatillerinde evde dinlenmelerini gerektigini,
herhangi bir kursa gitmenin gerekli olmadigini séylemistir. 35 yasinda, 6gretmen, yiiksek
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gelirli, 2 cocuk annesi Defne, “Cocuklar okul boyunca zaten yoruluyor. Evde dinlensinler, kursa
gerek yok.” demis ve s6zlerine, “Glizel bir tatil kitabi yeterli.” diyerek devam etmistir.

Yasanan Ogrenme Kayiplari

Bu tema katihmecilarin ¢ocuklarinin yaz tatillerinde 6grenme kayiplarina iliskin algilarini
icermektedir. Katilimcilarin ¢ogunlugu (n=65) cocuklarinin yaz tatillerinde 6grenme kaybi
yasadigini diisiiniiyor ve bu kaybi en aza indirmek icin kendi imkanlarinca tedbirler aliyorlardi.
Yiiksek gelirli anne babalar, ¢ocuklarinda 6grenme kaybi olmamasi icin kontrolii elden
birakmak istemediklerini, cocuklarina program yaptiklarini, bu program igerisine genel tekrar,
soru ¢ozme, kitap okuma gibi calismalar1 eklediklerini belirtmislerdir. Esi ve kendi 6gretmen
olan 43 yasindaki simif 6gretmeni Elif, yaz 6grenme kayiplari ile ilgili diisiincelerini, “Hem bir
anneyim hem de bir 6gretmen. 21 yillik mesleki deneyimimle soyliiyorum. Cocuklar yaz
tatillerinde ciddi 6grenme kayiplariyla geliyor. Gelmeyen yok mu? Cok az. Ailesi ilgilenen, yazin
kitap okuyan, ders ¢alisan ¢ocuk daha az 6grenme kayb1 yasiyor ya da hi¢ yasamiyor. O yiizden
ben ¢ocuklarimin 6grenme kaybi yasamamasi icin program yapiyorum. Bir giinde 2 saat de
olsa dersten uzak kalmamalarini saglamaya ¢alisiyorum.” diyerek dile getirmistir.

Diisiik gelirli anne babalar da kendi imkanlarinca ¢ocuklarinda 6grenme kaybi1 olmamasi igin
tatil kitab1 aldiklarini, ¢ocuklarina ders calismalar1 noktasinda uyarida bulunduklarini
soylemisler ve TUcretsiz kamplarin, kurslarin olmasi gerektigini, okullarin agik olmasi
gerektigini, cocuklarina yaz tatilleri icin kaynak kitap verilmesi gerektigini ifade etmislerdir. 41
yasinda, diisiik gelirli, 3 ¢ocuk annesi, ev hanmimi Betil, “Yaz tatilleri cok uzun. Cocuklar
okuldan, dersten kopuyor. Ben ¢ocuklar okuldan kopmasin diye kaynak kitap aliyorum. Her
giin biraz ders ¢alistirtyorum.” sozleriyle 6grenme kaybini en aza indirmek i¢in verdigi cabay1
anlatmistir. 45 yasinda, gegici isci olarak ¢alisan, diisiik gelirli Ferhat, ¢ocugu i¢in yaptiklarini,
“Derslerini tekrar yaptiriyorum unutmasin diye.” diyerek anlatmis ve “Tek basima
yetemiyorum, iicretsiz yaz kurslari olsa ¢ok iyi olur.” diyerek istegini iletmistir.

SONUCLAR ve TARTISMA

Bu calismada, her yil yasanan okul yaz tatillerinde diisiik ve yiiksek gelirli anne babalarin neler
yasadiklarinin, hangi diistincelerle mesgul olduklarinin ayrintili bir incelemesi yapilmistir.
Cocuklarin yaz tatillerinde neler yaptigi, yapilan aktivitelerin onlarin akademik yasamini nasil
etkiledigi, ¢ocuklarin yaz tatillerini nasil gegirmelerinin arzulandig1 lzerine bir dizi bilgi
toplanmistir. Cocuklarin biiyiik cogunlugunun okul yaz tatillerinde televizyon izledikleri,
internette gezindikleri, oyun oynadiklari, arkadaslar ile sokaga ¢iktiklari, kdye veya bahgeye
gittikleri goriilmiistiir. Baz1 ¢ocuklarin kampa gittikleri, herhangi bir alanda (spor, muzik gibi)
kursa katildiklary, ailesiyle tatile ¢iktiklar1 ve ders calistiklar1 bulunmustur. Cocuklarin okul yaz
tatillerinde televizyon izlemelerinin, internette gezinmelerinin diisiik ve yiiksek gelirli anne
babalar tarafindan hos karsilanmadigi, anne babalarin bu durumdan rahatsiz olduklar: tespit
edilmistir. Anne babalar bu aktiviteleri bosa gecirilen zaman olarak gérmekte ve bu
aktivitelerin unutmaya neden olarak gelecek yil cocuklarinin akademik basarilarini olumsuz
etkileyecegini diisiinmektedirler. Anne babalarin ¢ocuklarinin yaz tatillerinde herhangi bir
miizik veya spor alaninda kursa katilmalarini istedikleri ancak diisiik gelirli anne babalarin
maddi imkansizliklar nedeni ile bu isteklerini yerine getiremedikleri goriilmiistiir. Diger
taraftan yiiksek gelirli anne babalarin ise ¢ocuklarina kurs, spor, kamp gibi bazi imkanlar
sagladiklar1 bulunmustur. Ister evde televizyon izleyerek, internete girerek, ister yiizme,
basketbol gibi bir kursa (akademik kurslar haric) gidilerek olsun okul yaz tatilleri diisiik ve
ylksek gelirli anne babalar tarafindan akademik olarak 6grencilerin durdugu veya geriye
gittigi bir zaman olarak goriilmekte, cocuklarin okul yaz tatillerinde 6grenme kaybi yasadiklari
ifade edilmektedir. Bu nedenle diisiik ve yiiksek gelirli anne babalar ¢ocuklarinin gelecek yil
akademik basarilarinin olumsuz etkilenmemesi i¢in ¢ocuklarindan okul yaz tatilinde test
¢Ozme, bir tatil kitabi bitirme gibi ¢alismalar yapmalarini beklemektedirler.
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Bu calisma, 6nceki calismalarin ortaya koydugu bazi sonuglan tekrarlamistir. Ilk olarak,
cocuklarin okul yaz tatillerinde kampa veya herhangi bir alanda (matematik, spor veya miizik
gibi) kursa gittikleri, miize ve kiitiiphane ziyaretleri yaptiklari, aile gezilerine katildiklari, tatile
giderek gecirdikleri, kendilerinin veya baskalarinin bahgesinde, isyerinde ¢alistiklari, evlerinde
televizyon izledikleri, internette gezindikleri, miizik dinledikleri, kitap okuduklar1 ifade
edilmektedir (Blazer, 2011; Sezer ve Sumbas, 2018). Bu arastirmada Kkatilimcilarin
¢ocuklarinin bu aktivitelerle yaz tatilini gecirdiklerini séylemeleri daha 6nceki bulgularla
benzerlik gostermektedir.

ikincisi, diisiik gelirli anne babalar ¢ocuklarinin okul yaz tatillerinde daha ¢ok televizyon
izlediklerini, zamanlarini bosa harcadiklarini, maddi imkansizlik nedeni ile ¢cocuklarimi kursa,
kampa gonderemediklerini ifade etmislerdir. Alan yazinda 6grencilerin yaz tatillerini nasil
gecirdigi ailenin sosyo-ekonomik diizeyiyle iligkili goriilmekte (Entwistle ve Alexander’in,
1992; Gladwell, 2009; Sezgin ve dig., 2020), diistik gelirli bir aileye sahip olmanin bir ¢ocuk i¢in
egitim ve gelisim firsatlarini kagirma anlamina gelebildigi (Meyer ve dig., 2004)
belirtilmektedir. Bu arastirmada da yiiksek gelirli anne babalarin ¢ocuklarina kurs, kamp gibi
farkli imkanlar sagladiklarini ifade etmeleri, diisiik gelirli anne babalarin maddi imkansizliktan
dolay1 gonderemediklerini sdylemeleri, sosyo-ekonomik durumla imkanlara erisim arasindaki
iliskiyi aciklar niteliktedir.

Ugiinciisii, diisiik ve yiiksek gelirli anne babalar ¢ocuklarimin okul yaz tatillerinde égrenme
kayb1 yasadiklarini diistindiiklerini belirtmislerdir. Alan yazin incelendiginde arastirmacilar
ogrencilerin yaz tatili doneminde 6grenme kayiplar1 yasadiklarini bildirmislerdir (Blazer,
2011; Gerhenson, 2013; Kerry ve Davies, 2003; McLaughlin ve Smink, 2009; Patton ve Reschly,
2013; Sezgin ve dig., 2020; Wongkee, 2010). Anne babalarin ¢ocuklarda 6grenme kaybinin
yasandigini séylemeleri bu arastirmacilarin bulgulariyla tutarhdir.

Dordincisii, hem diisiik gelirli anne babalar hem yiiksek gelirli anne babalar 6grenme kaybini
en aza indirmek icin kendilerince ve imkanlarinca tedbirler aldiklarini séylemislerdir. Alan
yazinda disiik gelirli 6grencilerin yiiksek gelirli 6grencilere gore okul yaz tatillerinde 6grenme
kayiplarinin fazla oldugu ifade edilmekte bunun sebebi de okul yaz tatillerindeki deneyim
esitsizligine baglanmaktadir (Alexander ve dig., 2007; Chaplin ve Capizzano, 2006; Slates ve
dig., 2012). Diistik gelirli anne babalarin okul yaz tatillerinde ¢ocuklari i¢in {icretsiz kurs, kamp
destegi talep etmeleri, kaynak kitaba ihtiya¢ duyduklarini belirtmeleri ¢ocuklarina daha zengin
bir deneyim yasatma isteklerinin oldugunu gosterdigi gibi iki grup arasinda deneyim esitsizligi
oldugunu da gostermektedir.

ONERILER

Bu béliimde calismada elde edilen sonuglar 1s18inda okul yaz tatilleri ile ilgili sonraki
arastirmalara ve uygulayicilara yonelik asagidaki onerilere yer verilmistir:

Sonraki arastirmalara yonelik;

. Her arastirmada oldugu gibi bu arastirmada bazi sinirhliklar bulunmaktadir.
Arastirmamiz diisiik gelirli anne babalar ile yiiriitilmistiir. Bu arastirma diisiik ve ytliksek
gelirli 6grenciler ile yapilabilir.

. Boylamsal arastirmalar ile okul yaz tatillerini farkli geciren 6grencilerin tatil sonrasi
akademik basarilari incelenebilir.
Uygulayicilara yonelik;

. Calismada anne babalarin okul yaz tatillerine yonelik istekleri olmustur. Diisiik gelirli
aileye sahip cocuklarin iicretsiz kurs, kamp, spor gibi aktivitelerden faydalanmasi saglanarak
deneyim esitsizligi giderilmeye calisilabilir.
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Abstract
Although school summer vacation are defined as a happy and carefree time for many students, school

summer vacation can mean boredom and inactivity for children from low-income families. While some
students spend their summer vacation by going to camps or courses or going on vacation, some students
can spend their summer vacation in their own garden or in someone else's garden, working at their
workplace, watching TV at home, and surfing the Internet. In this study, it was tried to determine the
opinions of low and high income parents about school summer vacation. In this study, data were
obtained from low and high-income parents, and the results of the research were based on these data.
For this purpose, qualitative interviews were conducted with 25 parents aged between 22 and 47. As a
result of the thematic analysis of the qualitative interviews, the themes of 'activities done, activities
desired to be done, and learning losses experienced' were determined. As a result of the research, it was
stated by the parents that the children mostly watch television, surf the internet and waste their time
during the summer vacation. It has been revealed that parents think that their children experience
learning loss during the summer months. It has been observed that low and high income parents want to
provide different opportunities for their children, but low income parents cannot provide these
opportunities. Within the framework of the findings, practical suggestions were presented to
researchers and authorities.

Keywords: School summer vacation, socio-economic level, low and high income parents

INTRODUCTION

School summer vacation, defined as a happy and carefree time for many students, where
games are played, new memories are accumulated, and social skills are developed, provide
new experiences and opportunities to relax students (Stewart et al., 2018). Although this is
true for many students, summer vacation mean loneliness, boredom and inactivity for months
for some, especially for children from low-income families (Blazer, 2011). While some students
spend their school summer vacation by going to a camp or a course in any field (such as
mathematics, sports or music), visiting museums and libraries, participating in family trips and
going on vacation; some students spend their time in their garden or someone else's garden,
working at work, watching television at home, surfing the Internet. They spend their summer
vacation listening to music and reading books (Blazer, 2011; Sezer & Sumbas, 2018). When the
literature is examined, it is seen that how students spend their school summer vacation is
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related to the socio-economic level of the family (Entwistle and Alexander, 1992; Gladwell,
2009; Sezgin et al.,, 2020), having a low-income family can mean missing the opportunity for a
child (Meyer et al., 2004). Researchers have reported that students experience learning losses
during the summer vacation (Blazer, 2011; Gerhenson, 2013; Kerry & Davies, 2003;
McLaughlin & Smink, 2009; Patton & Reschly, 2013; Sezgin et al., 2020; Wongkee, 2010). The
socio-economic level stands out among the variables that determine the learning losses of the
students. It is stated that the success of students with low or high income families is similar
during the school term, but the learning losses of the students with low income are higher than
those with high income during the school summer vacation.

Capizzano, 2006; Slates et al., 2012). Entwistle and Alexander (1992) found that the most
important predictor of students' learning losses in mathematics during the summer period is
the socio-economic level of the family. It has been stated that low-income children have
difficulty in buying books during the summer months (Slates et al,, 2012), and they watch
television two more hours a day than high-income children (Gershenson, 2013). Ari (2004)
stated that private school parent act more consciously in the efficient use of their children's
school summer vacation and stated that their children experience less learning loss during the
school summer vacation than children who attend public schools. Gladwell (2009) reported
that while there is no difference between the success of children from families with low and
high incomes, there is a difference when they return from school summer vacation, while
children with high income return to school by increasing their reading skills, while the reading
skills of children from families with low income regress. Likewise, Cooper et al. (1996) found
that children from low-income families had a decrease in their reading comprehension scores
after returning from vacation.

In Turkey, according to the Income and Living Conditions Research report, the poverty line
determined by considering 50% of the equivalent household disposable individual median
income, the poverty rate is 14.4% in 2021 and the poverty line is 14034 Turkish Liras (Turkish
Statistical Institute [ TURKSTAT], 2022). Considering that the minimum wage is 5500 Turkish
Liras (Ministry of Labor and Social Security [MLSS], 2022), and that the minimum wage
workers are below the poverty line, it is seen that the children whose father, mother or both
work for the minimum wage are in a low-income family. In addition, it is thought that children
whose mothers and fathers are seasonal agricultural workers and who move and work with
them during the school summer vacation are also below the poverty line. This means that low-
income children may have no or limited access to some opportunities compared to high
income children during the school summer vacation. For this reason, it is thought that it is
important to determine what they experience during the school summer vacation by
interviewing low and high income parents. How do low and high-income parents want their
children to spend their school summer vacation? What are their needs and expectations?
Answering all these questions will help to understand the similarities and differences between
low- and high- income parents, and understand the needs and expectations of prevention and
intervention. In addition, the views of parents obtained from this research will contribute to
the view in the literature that how children spend their school summer vacation and the socio-
economic status of the family.

Importance and Purpose of the Research

In Turkey, the Ministry of National Education has started to offer summer term courses in public schools
in order to ensure equality of opportunity in education. By not charging for these courses, it tried to
ensure that low-income students benefit from these courses, and aimed to reduce the difference in life
experience between low-income students and high- income students. Although this issue is important
for families and students, it is seen that there is not enough research in the context of family-child-
summer vacation, and the effect of school summer vacation on the educational development of children
has not been sufficiently researched yet. It is seen that the studies conducted are mostly on students' summer
learning losses (Baz, 2021; Canpolat et al., 2015; Kayir & Ozgelik, 2018; Sezgin et al., 2020), children's use of
summer vacation (Sezer & Sumbas, 2018), and teachers' and families' views on the time students spend at
school (Gokge, 2012).
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This qualitative study, which focuses on discovering what parents experience and what
thoughts they engage in during school summer vacation, aims to present the perceptions of
low- and high-income parents about school summer vacation. Determining the perceptions of
low- and high-income parents about school summer vacation can ensure their needs and
expectations in the context of their children's education and development, and can offer ideas
to politicians and teachers to prevent summer learning losses. In addition to preventing summer
learning losses, it will contribute to the relevant literature by making parents' voices heard, and may
direct prevention and intervention studies.In this context, the research questions are structured as
follows:

1. What are the perceptions of low and high-income parents about school summer vacation?

2. What are the similarities and differences in the views of low- and high-income parents
about school summer vacation?

METHOD
Research Pattern

This study was conducted under the guidance of descriptive phenomenological qualitative
design. Phenomenological studies try to discover individuals' lives (Husserl, 1970), their
experiences or their interpretation of an event through semi-structured in-depth interviews
(Creswell, 2003) (Chapman & Smith, 2002). Due to the nature of qualitative research, it may
not produce precise and generalizable results, but it can reveal results that will help us better
recognize and understand a phenomenon. The phenomenon examined in this study is
considered as “school summer vacation”.

Participants

This study was carried out with 25 parents with low and high income whose children attend
school in the provinces of Hatay and Malatya in 2022. Criterion sampling, one of the purposive
sampling methods, was used to determine the parents in the study group. In this sampling
method, the researcher chooses a situation suitable for the purpose (Yildirim & Simsek, 2018).
The demographic information of the parents whose ages ranged from 22 to 47 (M = 34.13, 5d =
5.39) isiven in Table 1.

Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of Parents Participating in the Study

Demographics Features N %
Gender Female 15 60
Male 10 40
Family monthly income level Less than 14000 b 17 68
More than 14000 b 8 32
Regular income Yes 12 48
No 13 52
The type of school children go Public school 18 72
Private school 4 16
School and private School 3 12

Data Collection Process

First of all, ethical permission was obtained from Inonu University Social and Human Sciences
Scientific Research and Publication Ethics Committee for this research. Since this pattern
requires data collection to be done through individual interviews (Issel, 2004), the authors of
the study determined parents who volunteered to participate in the study by sharing
information about the study in WhatsApp groups with parents. The place and time of the
interviews with these parents were arranged and the interview process was started. The
interviews took place in the authors' offices in May and June 2022. The authors of the study
conducted 25 interviews, once with each participant.
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However, participants who gave short answers to the questions were not included in the
analysis. Before the interviews were conducted, the participants were informed about the
purpose of the study by using the information form, and verbal and written permissions were
obtained from the participants for the interviews. In the research, a semi-structured interview
form was used for data collection. In this form, “1. How are your summer vacation going?
(Continued questions: What are you doing?) How do your child or children spend their
summer vacation? Would you like your child or children to spend their summer vacation
differently? (Continued questions: What would you like them to do? Is there a relationship
between your monthly income and the way your child spends their summer vacation?
(Continued questions: Yes or no. Can you explain this relationship/unrelatedness?) It is said
that there is a lot of learning loss in children during the summer vacation. What do you think?
No payment was made to any of the participants for their participation in the study. The names
of the participants were changed during the transcript, and the identities of the participants
were hidden by presenting this modified version in the final version of the article.

Analysis of Data

The interviews with the participants were transferred to Word, and then these Word files were
uploaded to the qualitative data analysis computer program NVIVO-11. The thematic analysis
described by Braun and Clarke (2006) was used to find the repetitive patterns of meaning in
the data set and describe the procedure in a rich way. Thematic analysis conveys the
experiences, meanings and realities of the participants; It is a realistic and constructive method
that examines how events, facts, meanings, and experiences affect a wide variety of discourses
in society (Braun & Clarke, 2006). Canpolat (2021, 2022) carried out the thematic analysis
with nine-stage process steps. The researcher's familiarity with the data, the creation of the
initial codes, the creation of the code book, the original coding, searching for themes, reviewing
themes, defining and naming themes, identifying striking expressions and preparing the
report. In this study, the researchers (encoder 1, encoder 2, encoder 3) followed these nine
steps in order. First, researchers familiarize themselves with the data by reading all 25 data
sets. Then, they created the first codes by analyzing the three randomly selected data
independently from each other. After the first coding was finished, they came together and
created the code book. After the codebook was created, the actual coding process was started
and the researchers coded 25 data independently of each other. After the coding was
completed, the themes were determined by coming together. After the themes were defined,
striking expressions were determined and the findings section was written.

Validity and Reliability

During the data collection and analysis process of this study, some precautions were taken to
minimize the factors that negatively affect the validity and reliability of the study (Yildirim &
Simsek, 2018). In order to ensure validity, the design of the research, participants, data
collection tools, data collection process, data analysis and how the findings were organized
were described in detail. In addition, expert opinion was taken before the interview for the
prepared interview form. The opinion of an experienced expert in the field of Educational
Sciences and qualitative research was taken for the prepared interview form.

In order to ensure the reliability of the research, the data were coded separately by the coders.
Reliability was calculated as .86 using the formula of Reliability = (Agreement / Consensus +
Disagreement) X 100 suggested by Miles and Huberman (1994). This shows that the
researchers' coding is reliable. In addition, all of the findings were presented to the reader
without comment.

Research and Publication Ethics

In this study, all the rules specified to be followed within the scope of "Higher Education
Institutions Scientific Research and Publication Ethics Directive" were followed. None of the
actions specified under the title of "Actions Contrary to Scientific Research and Publication
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Ethics", which is the second part of the directive, were not carried out. Ethical permission of
the study was obtained from ynonii University Social and Human Sciences Scientific Research
and Publication Ethics Committee with the document numbered E.181884 on 26.05.2022.

RESULTS

In this part of the study, the themes obtained from the opinions of the parents about the school
summer vacation are included. These themes are presented in Figure 1.

EXPERIENCED
LEARNING
LOSSES

' DESIRED
PRACTICED }\ S 4 /{ ACTIVITIES
- O -
4 I S

SCHOOL SUMMER HOLIDAYS

Figure 1. Thematic Map of School Summer Vacation
Practiced

This theme includes the views of parents on what their children do during their summer
vacation. Almost all of the participants (n=71) stated that their children did not work in any job
during the summer vacation. Low- and high-income parents who said their children spent their
summer vacation at home were in the majority. Low-income parents were asked, “What are
the children doing at home?” They replied that their children watch television, use the
telephone, play with their friends on the street, study, and go to the village or garden with
them. Murat, 37 years old, low- income, minimum wage worker and father of 2 children, said:
“When the schools are closed, our children are usually at home. We don't go anywhere, or
rather, we can't. I also work in the summer. Children also watch TV. They play with their
friends. If we go somewhere, they will come with us to the village or something.” he stated.

High-income parents were asked, “What are the children doing at home?” They replied that
their children watch television, play digital games, browse the internet, read books, study,
play with their friends on the street, go to a course, go to summer camp, and go on vacation
with them. Serpil, a 40-year-old mother of 3 children, who is a teacher and her husband is a
doctor, explains how her children spend their summer vacation: “We are going on vacation for
a week or two as a family. Other than that, we are usually at home. Children also watch TV at
home, access the Internet, and sometimes play with their friends. My son also plays a lot of
computer games. Other than that, they are reading books. They also went to swimming lessons
last year. Maybe they want to go to another course this year.” explained in her words.

Few of the participants (n=4) said that their children worked in the garden with them during
the summer vacation. The 42-year-old Sultan said that she is a seasonal agricultural worker
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and explained how her children spend their summer vacation, "The vacation are not counted,
they work with us." she stated.

Although 32 of the participants were high-income, very few (n=3) said that their children went
to summer camp during their summer vacation. On the other hand, most of the high-income
parents (n=25) and some of the low-income parents (n=16) said that their children study at
home. Emre, a high-income, 35-year-old father of one, said that his child goes to the camp
during the summer vacation and when he is not at the camp, he is preparing for the next year
at home. A low- income, 42-year-old housewife, and mother of three, Ayse also said that her
children study during the summer vacation, “They usually watch TV at home, but they also
study. They solve questions.” explained in her words.

Desired Activities

This theme includes what activities the participants would like their children to do during their
summer vacation. Almost all of the participants (n=68) stated that they were uncomfortable
with their children's constant watching of television at home during the summer vacation,
using the internet and wasting time. Both low-income and high-income parents thought that
their children should attend any sports or music-related course during their summer vacation.
They stated that this summer activity will contribute to the social and emotional development
of children and that it will be good for their physical and psychological health. While the
majority of high-income parents (n=27) said that they provided this opportunity to their
children, most of the low-income parents (n=31) complained that they did not have the
financial means to fulfill their wishes. Oktay, 39 years old, father of 2 children, working with
minimum wage and low income, said, “Sir, wouldn't I like it? Let me send the kids to swimming
lessons and basketball lessons. They learn something instead of being idle at home.

They develop themselves. But they need money.” he stated. Few of the participants (n=7) said
that children should rest at home during the summer vacation and that it is not necessary to
attend any courses. 35 years old, teacher Defne, a high-income mother of two, said, “Children
are already tired during school. Let them rest at home, there is no need for a course.” she said,
“A good holiday book is enough.” she continued.

Experienced Learning Losses

This theme includes the participants' perceptions of their children's learning losses during the
summer vacation. The majority of the participants (n=65) thought that their children had a
learning loss during the summer vacation and they took measures within their own means to
minimize this loss. High-income parents stated that they do not want to give up control so that
their children do not lose learning, that they make programs for their children, and that they
add exercises such as general repetition, problem solving and reading books to this program.
Elifa 43-year-old classroom teacher whose husband and herself are teachers hared their
thoughts on summer learning losses: “I am both a mother and a teacher. I'm telling you with
my 21 years of professional experience. Children come with serious learning losses during the
summer vacation. No one is coming? Very few. A child whose family cares for them, who reads
and studies in the summer, has less or no learning loss. That's why I make a program so that
my children do not experience learning loss. [ try to ensure that they do not stay away from the
lesson, even if it is 2 hours a day.” she stated.

Low-income parents also said that they bought holiday books to prevent learning loss in their
children, that they warned their children about studying, and stated that free camps and
courses should be available, schools should be open, and that their children should be given
resource books for their summer vacation. 41-year-old, low-income, mother of 3, housewife
Betil said, “Summer vacation are very long. Children are disconnected from school and lessons.
[ buy reference books so that children do not drop out of school. I help them to study a little
every day.” She described her efforts to minimize learning loss in her words. Ferhat, 45 years
old, working as a temporary worker and low-income, tells what he did for his child, "I'm having

ISSN: 2602-2516

Journal of Interdisciplinary Educational Research 2022; 6(13);282-291 287



Interdisciplinary Educational Research

him do his lessons again so he doesn't forget." and said, "I can't be enough on my own, it would
be great if there were free summer courses.” He conveyed his request.

CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION

In this study, a detailed examination was made of what low and high income parents
experienced and what thoughts they were busy with during the school summer vacation every
year. A series of information has been collected on what children do during their summer
vacation, how the activities affect their academic life, and how children want to spend their
summer vacation. It has been observed that the majority of children watch television, surf the
internet, play games, go out with their friends and go to the village or garden during the school
summer vacation. It has been found that some children go to camps, attend courses in any field
(such as sports, music), go on vacation with their family and study. It has been determined that
low and high income parents do not welcome children to watch television and surf the Internet
during school summer vacation, and parents are uncomfortable with this situation. Parents see
these activities as wasted time and think that these activities will cause forgetting and
negatively affect their children's academic success in the next year. It was observed that
parents wanted their children to attend a course in any music or sports field during their
summer vacation, but low-income parents could not fulfill their wishes due to financial
difficulties. On the other hand, it has been found that high-income parents provide their
children with some opportunities such as courses, sports, and camps. Whether it is watching
TV at home, going online, or going to a course such as swimming or basketball (except for
academic courses), school summer vacation are seen by low and high income parents as a time
when students stop academically or go backwards, and children lose learning during school
summer vacations. For this reason, parents with low and high income expect their children to
do studies such as solving a test and finishing a holiday book during the school summer break
so that their children's academic success is not adversely affected in the next year.

This study replicated some of the results of previous studies. First of all, children go to a camp
or a course in any field (such as mathematics, sports or music), visit museums and libraries,
participate in family trips, go on vacation, work in their own or others' garden, work, watch
television at home surf, on the Internet during school summer vacation. It is stated that they
wander, listen to music and read books (Blazer, 2011; Sezer & Sumbas, 2018). In this study, the
participants' saying that their children spent their summer vacation with these activities is
similar to the previous findings.

Secondly, low-income parents stated that their children watch television more during school
summer vacation, waste their time, and cannot send their children to courses or camps due to
financial difficulties. In the literature, it is seen that how students spend their summer vacation
is related to the socio-economic level of the family (Entwistle and Alexander, 1992; Gladwell,
2009; Sezgin et al,, 2020), having a low-income family means missing out on educational and
development opportunities for a child. (Meyer et al., 2004). In this study, the high- income
parents express that they provide their children with different opportunities such as courses
and camps, the low-income parents say that they cannot send their children due to financial
difficulties, which explains the relationship between socio-economic status and access to
opportunities.

Third, low- and high-income parents stated that they thought their children experienced
learning loss during the school summer vacation. When the literature is examined, researchers
have reported that students experience learning losses during the summer vacation (Blazer,
2011; Gerhenson, 2013; Kerry & Davies, 2003; McLaughlin & Smink, 2009; Patton & Reschly,
2013; Sezgin et al., 2020; Wongkee, 2010). Parents' statements that children experience
learning loss are consistent with the findings of these researchers.

Fourth, both low-income parents and high-income parents said that they took measures to
minimize learning loss in their own way and within their means. In the literature, it is stated
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that low-income students have more learning losses during school summer vacation than high-
income students, and the reason for this is attributed to the inequality of experience during
school summer vacation (Alexander et al., 2007; Chaplin and Capizzano, 2006; Slates et al,,
2012). The fact that low-income parents demand free courses and camp support for their
children during the school summer vacation and state that they need a resource book shows
that they want to provide a richer experience for their children, and that there is an inequality
of experience between the two groups.

SUGGESTIONS

In this section, in the light of the results obtained in the study, the following suggestions for
future research and practitioners regarding school summer vacation are given:

For further research;
. As in any research, there are some limitations in this study.

Our research was conducted with low-income parents. This research can be done with low and
high income students.

. With longitudinal studies, the post-holiday academic success of students who spend
their school summer vacation differently can be examined.

For practitioners;

. In the study, there were requests of parents for school summer vacation. The inequality
of experience can

be tried to be eliminated by ensuring that children with low-income families benefit from
activities such as free courses, camps, and sports.
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