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Bu arastirma, 16. ylizyilin baslarinda Osmanli’'nin Cezayir'e miidahalesini,
boyutlari ve arka planlarini ele almaktadir. Biz bu konuyu o tarihi doneme ait
bir takim Osmanli belge ve kaynaklarina dayanarak inceledik. Bu arastirmadaki
amacimiz, bu midahalenin gercekligini, boyutlarini ve arka planlarini anlamak ve
Osmanlilarin Cezayir'i isgal edip servetini ve miilkiini yagmaladigini séyleyen bazi
tarihgilerin iddialarini ortaya ¢ikarmakti. Hayreddin Barbaros'un anilari, Osmanli
belgeleriyle birlikte, Osmanli korsanligrile ilgili bazi tarihi arastirmalarin ortaya
koydugu olumsuzimaji ortadan kaldiran en énemli tarihi kaynaklardan biridir.
Bu arada Barbaros Hayreddin, deniz cihadi, hayir isleri, ezilen yoksullara yardim
ve Ispanya liderligindeki Avrupa Hacli projesine karsi koyma stratejilerinden
birinin anlamini listeleyerek korsanligin baska bir resmini sunmaktadir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Cezayir, Osmanlilar, ispanya, Avrupa, Barbaros, Kuzey
Afrika, Korsanhk
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ABSTRACT

This research deals with the issue of the Ottoman intervention in Algeria, as well as its dimensions and background during
the first quarter of the 16th century. The study of this subject is based on a number of Ottoman documents as well as
on sources who lived through that historical period and has been conducted in order to understand the reality of this
intervention, its dimensions, and background. This research also seeks to reveal the falsehood of what some historians have
said about the Ottoman intervention in Algeria being a colonial intervention based on seizing its wealth and property. The
memoirs of Khair al-Din Barbaros along with the Ottoman documents are some of the most important historical sources
and testimonies that were able to dispute the negative image some historical studies on Ottoman piracy had presented.
Meanwhile, Khair al-Din presented another picture of piracy by listing the meanings of maritime jihad, charitable work,
and helping the oppressed poor, as well as one of the strategies for confronting the Spanish-led European Crusade project.
Keywords: Algeria, Ottomans, Spain, Europe, Khair al-Din Barbarossa, North Africa, Piracy

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Regardless of background, Arab historical studies have been forced to move from the
methodology of theoretical analysis to the methodology of document-based applied history and
scientific and systematic analyses. Analyzing and reading Ottoman documents scientifically
and objectively can be said to help reveal historical facts that have been hidden for centuries.
Meanwhile, the issue of Arab researchers’ and historians’ lack of knowledge regarding the
Ottoman language and their inability to read Ottoman documents or translate them into
Arabic has represented one of the most important obstacles that has hindered the project of
re-examining Arab history. This has contributed to the obliteration and falsification of historical
facts, with these falsities even being taught in our schools and universities. This has resulted
in a distortion of historical consciousness and the creation of a deep chasm between Arabs and
Turks, who share cultural and religious commonalities. The process of historical distortion has
involved the entire Arab region. Algeria was one of the most important Ottoman provinces to
have had its history obliterated, being falsified after the French colonial occupation that stole
all Algerian archives while claiming that these archives had been burned with nothing left.
France appeared to have stolen the Algerian archives so that the Algerian people and historians
would not be able to view them or know the traces of Algerian history during the Ottoman era.
Although some Algerian and Arab historians made distinguished efforts regarding the history
of Algeria in the Ottoman era, their lack of knowledge about reading Ottoman documents
made their research severely deficient with regard to forming any comprehensive historical
and analytical reading about the history of Ottoman Algeria. In fact, Algeria had been one of
the most important Ottoman states to play a major role in Northern Africa. It was the focus
of a major conflict between the Ottomans and the Spaniards in the 16" century, and several
Ottoman sources speak of this sharp confrontation between the two competing powers over
Algeria. Each of these powers was aware of the importance of the strategic depth that Algeria
enjoys in North Africa and the Mediterranean. Algeria is located in North Africa while also
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being located in southern Europe. This allowed it to control the vital fields over which the
European powers moved in the Mediterranean. Algeria also overlooks the Strait of Gibraltar,
which is the most important global waterway controlling the Mediterranean region. Therefore,
the issue of controlling Algeria during the 16" century was considered a strategic priority of
utmost importance in the conflict of empires represented by the Ottoman Empire and the
Spanish Empire. Spain considered itself the sole representative of the European Christian
world, especially after its success in eliminating the Islamic presence in Andalusia at the
end of the 15" century, when Spain carried out a massive extermination of the Muslims of
Andalusia and followed an expansionist policy in order to seize the North African region and
the entire Mediterranean. As for the Ottoman Empire, it considered itself the only Islamic
power representing the Islamic world, especially after its success at the beginning of the 16™
century in controlling the Levant, Egypt, and the Hijaz, the center of the Islamic holy lands.
The Ottoman Empire pursued an expansionist policy toward the Mediterranean and acted to
save the Muslims of Andalusia who’d sought help from Sultan Selim I in order to rid them of
the religious persecution the Spanish Inquisition had implemented since the fall of Granada in
1492. In light of the background motivating both empires, the North African region became
a scene of great competition between these two parties, in which each one tried to control the
most important strategic sites in order to control the entire region. Algeria was one of the most
important strategic locations around which this conflict would rage due to the importance of
its strategic position. Controlling it was considered the most important key to controlling the
commercial and war ships in the Mediterranean between Europe and North Africa. Algeria’s
location also enabled control over the most important international waterway, the Strait of
Gibraltar, which connects the Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea. From this point
of view, this research attempts to analyze and examine a number of Ottoman documents
and sources regarding the issue of the Ottoman entry into Algeria in order to understand its
dimensions and background during the first quarter of the 16™ century.
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