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SAID NURSI’'NiN OSMANLI SON
DONEMiINDEKi MUHALEFETI

0z

Bedilizzaman Said Nursi, ¢agdast oldugu Os-
manli Imparatorlugu’ndaki siyasi, sosyal, entellek-
tiiel ve egitim kosullarindan etkilenmis ve bu konu-
larda fikir beyan etmis bir alim ve 1slahatgidir. O,
Osmanli Devleti’nin dagilabilecegini gordiigiinden
Sultan Abdulhamid ve hiikiimetini uyarmis ve ge-
rekli 1slahatlarin ilan edilmesini talep etmistir. Nur-
si’nin temel taleplerini su basliklar altinda toplamak
miimkiindiir: 1. Kiirt cografyasinda ihmal edilen sos-
yo-politik durumlarin diizeltilmesi ve dini ilimler ile
pozitif bilimlerin okutulacag1 “Medresetii’z-Zehra”
adinda bir iiniversitenin kurulmasi. 2. Islam adina
uygulanan istibdattan vazgecilmesi ve Islam huku-
ku dairesinde bir hiirriyetin ilan edilmesi. 3. Yildiz
Sarayr’nin Islami bir iiniversiteye déniistiiriilmesi
ve Avrupa bankalarinda bulunan altin ve dovizlerin
devlete iade edilmesi. 4. Osmanli devletinin “Bir-
lesik Islam Cumhuriyetleri” tarzinda bir yonetim
seklini benimsemesi ve her halkin kendi dili ile hii-
kiimet ve meclisini kurmasi. Nursi’nin bu talepleri o
donemde uygulanmamissa da giiniimiizde hala ilgi
cekmekte ve genis takipci kitlesi tarafindan benim-
senmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Osmanli Devleti, Siyasi
Durum, Toplumsal Durum, Fikri Durum, Egitim
Durumu, Said Nursi.
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SAID NURSI’'S OPPOSITION IN THE LATE OTTOMAN PERIOD

ABSTRACT

Bediuzzaman Said Nursi is a wise and reformer who was influenced by the political, social, intellectual
and educational conditions of the Ottoman Empire, and expressed his views on these issues. Seeing that
the Ottoman state could collapse, he warned Sultan Abdulhamid and his government and demanded that
necessary reforms be announced. It is possible to summarize Nursi’s basic demands under the following
headings: 1. Correcting the neglected socio-political conditions in Kurdish geography and establishing a
university called “Medrasa al-Zahra” where religious knowledge and positive sciences will be taught. 2. To
abandon tyranny in the name of Islam and to declare a freedom according to Islamic law. 3. Turning Y1ldiz
Palace into an Islamic university and returning the gold and foreign currency in European banks to the
state. 4. The Ottoman state’s adoption of a form of government in the style of “United Islamic Republics”
and every nation establish a government and parliament in each they use their language. Although these
demands of Nursi were not implemented at that time, they still attract attention and are adopted by a wide
audience.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Political Situation, Social Situation, Intellectual Situation, Educational
Situation, Said Nursi.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

History records many great figures in whom the greats shrank. People are affected by their lives and
learn important lessons. One of these personalities is undoubtedly Imam Bediuzzaman Said Nursi, one of
the most important innovators of the Islamic thought of our century. Prophet Muhammed said in a hadith,
“Scholars are the heirs of Anbiya” (Sunan-e Tirmizi). It is well known how difficult this succession is in
opposing science and oppression. Therefore, in order to fulfill this blessed heritage, they have to fulfill the
duty of conveying the truth despite the arrests, exile, imprisonment, poisoning, execution and many other
persecutions, tortures and obstacles. One of these personalities is undoubtedly Imam Bediuzzaman Said
Nursi, one of the most important innovators of the Islamic thought of the last century.

Said Nursi is one of the most important reformers in the history of Islam, who has adopted this blessed
duty in our the last century. He warned those who made blunders in order to take a firm stance against
the corrupt life and in the way of Allah, without fearing anyone’s condemnation, and opposed oppression
and exploitation with an honorable opposition and stance. He tried to do this with the intention of rejecting
blind force, envy, racism and rebuilding the necessary change and Islamic society. From his twenties until
his death, Nursi jumped into this field of struggle only for his belief in the hereafter, his self-confidence
and Allah’s approval, without using religion for any personal benefit, political office, leadership or worldly
purpose. These findings have been confirmed by those who independently researched his life. Great people
don’t need praise anyway.

At a time when the Ottoman state was on the verge of disintegration and the enemies formed an allian-
ce to overthrow it, they tried to abolish Islam in the person of the caliphate state, despite all the efforts of
Sultan Abdulhamid to preserve his reign for thirty three years. The social situation prevailing in the last
period of the Ottoman Empire was dominated by religious lifestyles. As for the intellectual situation, the
westernization movement started to show itself in the Ottoman Empire from the 1839 Tanzimat period and
became one of the reasons for its collapse by growing gradually. There were many factors that helped the
westernization movement enter and spread in the country. The educational status of the last period of the
Ottoman Empire was reflected in the intellectual mass that dominated it. Such political, social, intellectual
and educational conditions in the Ottoman Empire, of which Master Bediuzzaman Said Nursi was a con-
temporary. Said Nursi was affected by all these conditions and, seeing the gravity of the situation and the
collapse of the Ottoman state in the near future, he wanted to warn Sultan Abdulhamid and his government
and to announce the necessary reforms within the framework of Islamic law.

The last period of the Ottoman state coincides with the youth years early life of Said Nursi. This youth-
ful period life stage is known as the “Old Said” period (1876 to 1926). During this period, Said Nursi took
active social and political stances in the opposition ranks criticizing the Ottoman royalty and witnessed the
developments in this period. In During this period, all his efforts, struggles and political stances were in the
name of guidance and communique, and so that the last Islamic sultanate would not disintegrate, would not
deviate from its main goal and Muslims would not be left without political status. This oppositional stance
was a kind of reform or jurisprudence in the field of “political law”. He was already promoting himself as
a reformer and innovator. Nursi believed that service to Islam during this period would be through political
change and reforms. Because of all these ideals, it was at the center of turbulent events both in the Ottoman
state and during the tyranny and constitutionalism periods. He did his work in all these fields in the name
of serving the Islamic world, serving the unity of the Islamic world and humanity.

Undoubtedly, education comes first among the subjects that Said Nursi wanted to change and reform.
In this context, in 1908, he applied for the correction of the socio-political conditions that have been neg-
lected for many years in the Kurdish geography, and also for the opening of a university called “Madrasat
al-aehra”, which would provides both religious knowledge and and positive sciences will be taught in the
same geography. With the curricula and ideas to be taught in this university, negative nationalism will be
prevented and the peace and unity of the Islamic world will be ensured. However, in his own words, he
could not reach this goal and target, although he worked for it for fifty years.
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A second issue that Nursi wanted to realize his attitude towards the oppressive government of Sultan Ab-
dulhamid in order to abandon a persecution in the name of Islam and to declare a constitutionalism/liberty
within the framework of Islamic law. By doing so, he was trying to ensure that the Ottoman administration
was not in the hands of a certain group of pashas, that the sultan would not rule the empire alone, and that
he would act according to the “consultation” system of Islam. He also asked the sultan to turn the Yildiz
Palace into an Islamic university and to report and return the gold and foreign currency in European banks
to the state.

In addition to these, among Nursi’s demands, he wanted the Ottoman state to adopt a management style
in the style of “United Islamic Republics” and for each nation to establish their own government and par-
liament.

As a result, none of these demands of Said Nursi were fulfilled, on the contrary, he was accused of dif-
ferent accusations and madness and was thrown into an assylum. However, all the ideas that this imam and
reformer wanted to realize still attract attention and are adopted by a wide audience of his followers.
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