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SELCUKLULAR DONEMINDE iKTANIN GULAMLAR
UZERINDEKI SOSYAL VE EKONOMIK ETKIiSi

THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INFLUENCES OF IQTA ON
GHILMAN DURING THE SELJUK PERIOD

Songiil YEGIN *

Oz

Yaklasik bir buguk yiizyil boyunca, biiyiik Selcuklu Imparatorlugu, simdiki yirmi iilkeyi
kapsayan topraklari, merkezi olarak ve bazen de dolayli olarak yonetti. Bu hiikiimetin yapisal ve
kurumsal kapasitesi ve etkinlikleri, biiyiik devlet arazilerinin optimal yonetimi alaminda ikta
sisteminin kurulmasi ve farkli alanlarda santrifiij yonetiminin dengelenmesi dahil olmak iizere cegitli
alanlarda yeniliklere sahipti. Ikta iki kurumu, askeri ve ekonomik sektorii birbirine bagladi. Bu sistem
ayrica idari alanda da birgok sorunu ¢ozdii. Ancak; ikta sisteminde olusan bazi islev bozukluklar:
yiiziinden bu donemde siyasi gerilemeye yol agnustir. Bu vakalar arasinda, onemli olan ve sinir
illerinin (Ozellikle dogu sirlarinin) giderek bagimsiz bolgesel yonetimlerin olusumuna zemin
olusturan, Gulam-Sepahsalar’a devredilmesi de vardur.

Selcuklular doneminde Nizamiilmiilk onderliginde tamamen yeni bir sistem olustu ve
Selcuklular bu sistemle diger Miisliiman devletlere model oldu. Yukaridaki tartismaya ek olarak, bu
caligma, Selcuklular doneminde iktanin gulamlar iizerindeki etkisini inceler.
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Abstract
For about a century and a half, the Great Seljuk Empire centrally and sometimes indirectly ruled
the territories that now occupy the lands of twenty countries. The structural and institutional
capacities and efficiencies of this political existence had innovations in various fields, including
reestablishing the cut off system in the field of optimal administration of large government lands and
balancing the administration of centrifugal areas in different districts. The Igta Institute connected
the military and economic sectors and solved many probems in the administrative field. Nevertheless
some inefficiencies of the Iqta institutions resulted in political refusal during this period of time.
Among them was the transfer of notable border provinces, especially the eastern borders (ghilman
sepahsalar) which gradually created the grounds for the formation of independent regional states.
During the Seljuk period it underwent a transformation under the leadership of Nizam al-Mulk,
took on a totally new face, and with its Seljuk nature became a model for other Turkish Muslim states.
In addition to the above discussion, the present study intends to investigate the transfer of limbs to
slaves in the Seljuk period.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY
The issue of the Great Seljuk state has been powerful in terms of military
organization since its establishment. It is a medieval Turkish Islamic state with a
dynamic structure and constructive stance. In the establishment of the
administrative state, as we see, considering the continuous and intense migration
of the Turkmen, the circumstance and number can be increased. The growing
human element was made used of with a very good government, especially in the
military organization. With the established civilization of the Iranians who has
established an institutional structure and structural existence in their geography,
they were inside the Seljuk administrative state. They also held notable and
considerable positions and stances. The Seljuk era is one of the greatest periods in
the history of Turks and added to the great sultans it trained, it has a notable place
in the history of Muslim Turks with its aaliman/scientists and hakiman/rulers. The
Igta system is one of the issue-programs that Nizam al-Mulk contributed to its
development during the Seljuk period and is one of the most obvious and apparent
examples in this regard.
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The Iqta system which was constructed during the Seljuk period with the
design of Khawja Nizam al-Mulk Toosi and aimed at decentralization, had
potential structural weaknesses from the start point of time and could have
weakened the central government prevented its adverse effects. The handover of
the provincial state in the form of instalments resulted in the political and economic
empowerment/reinforcement of the loyal slaves of the Seljuk emperor, and
gradually the desire arose in them to expand/ develop their power. Amir Moqta’an
did not dare to rebel against the monarchy until the life of the king under the effect
of the sultan’s fame and affection but after his death with start point of succession
wars and political crises, they used military power to gain power. They sought to
protect kingdoms, then accepted the role of atabaki, took a step forward and in the
end by dominating the structure of the monarchy when the sultan ascended the
throne or removed him from the office. They did not even refrain from killing their
opposing sultans until the petition of the dynasty was in the end complicated by
the Mogqta’an.

The Amirs who had taken the first steps to gain economic chances during
Khawja’s reign, challenged the bureaucracy after taking control of the monarchy,
assassinating and dismissing ministers who resisted their demands and wants. The
last straw in their pursuit on national interests was to appoint their ministers to
important, considerable and notable bureaucratic positions in order to accelerate
their economic empowerment.
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