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OZ: Cografya bilim dali, sosyal bilgiler dersinin 6nemli yapi taslarindan biridir. Bu nedenle, cografya bilim
dalmin sosyal bilgiler dersinin igeriginde takip edilmesi, giincel bilgilerle yenilenmesi ve siirdiiriilebilirliginin
saglanmasi gerekmektedir. Bu aragtirma, sosyal bilgilerin 6nemli disiplinlerinden biri olan Cografyanin ortaokul
sosyal bilgiler ders kitaplarinda tarihsel siirecte nasil bir degisim yasadiginin anlasilmasini amaglamaktadir.
Arastirmada nitel aragtirma yontemlerinden dokiiman incelemesi yapilmis ve bu baglamda 2005 ve 2018 yillarinda
kabul edilen sosyal bilgiler 6gretim programlarina gore hazirlanmis 6 adet ders kitab1 incelenmistir. Aragtirmanin
veri analizi siirecinde i¢erik analizinden yararlanilmistir. Aragtirma sonucunda, 2005 ve 2022 yillar1 arasinda gegen
stirecte, cografya konularinin nicelik bakimindan azaldigi ve 2018 dgretim programinda verilen giincel kavramlarin
ders kitaplarina yansimadig1 goriilmiistiir.

Anahtar sozciikler: Sosyal bilgiler, cografya, ders kitabi, degigim

ABSTRACT: Geography is one of the important building blocks of the social studies course. For this reason, it is
necessary to follow the geography discipline, to renew it with up-to-date information, and to ensure its sustainability
in the content of the social studies course. This research aims to be understood how geography, one of the important
disciplines of social studies, has changed in secondary school social studies textbooks in the historical process. In
the research was carried out document analysis, one of the qualitative research methods. Six textbooks prepared
according to the social studies curriculum adopted in 2005 and 2018 were examined. Content analysis was utilized
in the data analysis process of the research. As a result of the research, it was observed that the geography topics
were reduced in terms of quantity in the period between 2005 and 2022, and the current concepts given in the 2018
curriculum were not reflected in the textbooks.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Social studies is a primary education course created with a collective teaching approach based on
the subjects included in many social science fields such as history, geography, sociology, anthropology,
archaeology, economics, and political science. Growing up as an active, productive, democratic, and
contemporary citizen and gaining a social personality is seen as the main objective of the social studies
course (Gengtiirk & Akbas, 2013; ibret, Karatekin & Avci, 2015). Thanks to the social studies course,
individuals realize the history, values, beliefs, cultural elements, and local and global importance of the
society they live in by actively participating in the socialization process. With this knowledge, skills, and
values gained by the social studies course, the individual learns to live more consciously, actively, and
sensitively in the society in which they live.

The social science fields that the social studies course includes, contributes to the knowledge of
the basic features of the society in which they live and to transfer what he has learned to daily life from
economy to politics, from history to geography. For example; the individual can examine the history of
the society in which they live in the context of past, present, and future in the social studies course
through sciences such as history, archeology, anthropology, and political science. Geography also has
an important place in the social studies course, both in terms of the area it covers in the social studies
curricula and the importance of the subjects that it contains (Yildirim, 2019). Geography is defined as a
branch of science that deals with natural, human, and economic events on earth, investigates the
relationship of these events with humans and the environment, and examines the distribution of these
events in the world in the context of cause and effect relationship (Doganay, 2002; Unlii, 2014).

The science of geography is not only concerned with researching its natural, human and physical
environment, but also with the history, economy, and global position of geography (Gengctiirk & Akbas,
2013). The individual can learn how the historical, economic, and social events that occur in the
geographical place they live in affecting the geography where they live and how it changes, thanks to
geography. In this context, it can be said that raising individuals who know how to use geographical
space effectively, who are aware of the interaction between humans and the environment, and who can
compare and analyze their geographical past and future, is only possible with geography (Meydan, 2011).

There is a significant link between social studies and geography. When the social studies
curriculum is examined, it is seen that the main focus of geography topics is in the learning area of
"People, Places, and Environments™. This learning area, it is aimed to give the individual the necessary
gains to recognize his environment, in order to understand the causes and consequences of human-space
environment interaction by using geographical skills and values and to gain an individual and social
perspective about the future (Ministry of National Education [MNE], 2018). In addition, it is emphasized
in the program that with this learning area, skills such as research, environmental literacy, observation,
perception of space, map literacy, location analysis, perception of change and continuity can be gained
on the basis of principles from simple to complex and from near to far (MNE, 2018). Moreover, due to
its interdisciplinary nature, geography topics are also included in other learning areas such as "Culture
and Heritage", "Global Connections”, and "Production, Distribution, and Consumption" apart from the
"People, Places and Environments" learning area. Besides, through these learning areas, individuals in
social studies can learn about the interpersonal relationship between people and the environment, the
different ways of living communities in different places, how the social and cultural values of their own
countries will be carried to the future, and the global spatial analysis of the geography they are in.

One of the main resources that is the reflection of the curriculum and most frequently used in the
education and training processes is the textbooks. The course book is very important as well as the
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curriculum for the social studies course. When it comes to textbooks, the books that are the basis for the
development of the social studies course and accepted by the Ministry of National Education come to
mind. In educational environments, the teaching programs that set out the principles taken as the basis
in order to fulfill the requirements of the social studies course in writing are realized through textbooks
(Aslan, 2010; Cecen & Ciftei, 2007). Therefore, it can be said that one of the important elements of the
social studies course is the textbooks.

The fact that knowledge, skills, and values that are emphasized in the social studies curriculum
that is reflected in the textbook are important in terms of increasing the awareness of the individual by
encountering these gains. Although the science of geography has a stereotyped conceptual framework
within itself, the knowledge and skills it covers are constantly changing in today's conditions. As a matter
of fact, topics such as geographic information systems, satellite images, interactive maps, and location
analysis, which have entered the life of the individual with technology, are seen as among the important
topics of geography today. For this reason, secondary school social studies textbooks dealing with
geography need to be prepared in a way that will adapt to this change. On the other hand, in terms of the
ability to perceive change and continuity, which are important skills of the social studies course, the
subjects given in the learning areas should be in harmony with today's technology and developments. In
this respect, it is important to examine how the geographical issues covered in the secondary school
social studies course have changed in the light of current issues and developing technology.

History, geography, and civics courses were given in Turkey until 1968; After the year 1968, these
courses were combined under the social studies course. For this reason, it can be said that the relationship
between the social studies course and the science of geography is even older than the emergence of the
concept of social studies. It is seen that there are many studies in the literature that reveal the relationship
between social studies and geography. There are studies on determining the deficiencies in textbooks
and getting opinions from teachers on their applicability (Sever & Kogoglu, 2014; Unal & Ilgaz, 2005)
and the inclusion of geography in textbooks (Alkis, 2005; Erol, 2016; Kacar & Bulut). , 2020; Koca and
Erol, 2011). However, no research has been found that examines the change and development of the
geography topics taught in the social studies course in secondary school. In this respect, it is thought that
the research is original and will contribute to the literature. In addition, it is thought that it will contribute
to the literature and future studies in terms of revealing how geography, which is one of the important
subjects of the social studies course, has a place in the social studies course over the years, what the
current situation is and how the course topics are affected by the changes experienced today.

1.1. Purpose of The Research

The aim of this study is to be understood how the subjects related to the geography discipline in
secondary school social studies textbooks have changed in the historical process. In line with the purpose
of the research, answers were sought to the following questions:

1. How were the geography topics included in the textbooks prepared in accordance with the social
studies curriculum accepted by the Ministry of National Education between 2005 and 2018 in
Turkey?

2. How is the change of geography topics given in the textbooks taught in 2005 and 2022 from the
past to the present?

For this purpose, the 5th, 6th, and 7th-grades textbooks which taught in the social studies course
in 2005 and 2022 were examined comparatively in terms of geographical issues.
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2. METHOD

In this section, the research model, data collection tools, data analysis, limitations, credibility, and
data analysis titles are included.

2.1. Model of The Research

This research was designed with document analysis among the qualitative research methods.
Document analysis is a qualitative research method that requires an in-depth and systematic examination
of written the documents (Merriam, 2013; Yildirim & Simsek, 2013). , letters, textbooks, etc. sources
can be data sources in document review (Labuschagne, 2003; Merriam, 2013). In this study, document
analysis method was included in the research due to the fact that it will be examined how the geography
topics changed in the textbooks prepared with the Social Studies curriculum accepted between 2005 and
2018.

2.2. Data Collection

In the study, in order to observe the changing process in the textbooks, 5th, 6th, and 7th-grades
social studies textbooks, which were prepared in accordance with the 2005 social studies curriculum and
started to be used as a textbook for 5 years as of 2005, and which were prepared in accordance with the
social studies curriculum of 2018 and 2022 The 5th, 6th, and 7th-grades social studies textbooks, which
were accepted as textbooks by the Ministry of National Education in 2007, were examined; In the last
13 years, it has been tried to be determined how the geography topics have been shaped from the
secondary school social studies textbooks from the beginning to the present. The principle of easy
accessibility was applied in the selection of the books. Textbooks used as data collection tools;

» The 5th grade textbook, which was taught with the decision of the Board of Education and
Discipline, dated 18.07.2005 and numbered 283,

» The 6th grade textbook, which was taught with the decision of the Board of Education and
Discipline, dated 28.06.2006 and numbered 294,

» The 7th grade textbook, which was taught with the decision of the Board of Education and
Discipline, dated 19.04.2007 and numbered 95,

» The 5th grade textbook, which was taught with the decision of the Board of Education and
Discipline, dated 24.06.2019 and numbered 15,

» The 6th grade textbook, which was taught with the decision of the Board of Education and
Discipline, dated 18.04.2019 and numbered 8,

» Itisa 7th grade textbook that is used with the decision of the Board of Education and Discipline,
dated 28.05.2018 and numbered 78.

2.3.  Analysis of Data

In the research, content analysis was used while data analysis was performed. The documents were
analyzed by coding line by line. Based on the data obtained, the findings were reached and the findings
were reported in tables.

2.4, Limitation of The Research

The research is limited to the examination of the secondary school social studies textbooks prepared
within the scope of the 2005 social studies curriculum and taught in 2006-2007. In addition, the research
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is limited to the secondary school social studies textbooks taught in 2022, prepared within the scope of
the 2018 social studies curriculum.

2.5. Trustworthiness

In qualitative research, different reliability strategies such as transferability, consistency, and
confirmability are used to ensure credibility (Stringer, 2008). In this way, it can be said that one of the
points where qualitative research is most criticized, “the researcher cannot get rid of his own perception”
can be prevented (Merriam, 2013; Patton, 2014). Within the scope of the transferability strategy in the
research, data diversification was made and six textbooks at different grade levels, issued on different
dates, were included in the research. In addition, the data obtained within the scope of the research after
the document review within the scope of the consistency strategy were presented to the expert opinion
and the categorization process of the geography topics was discussed jointly by the researchers. In this
way, attention was paid to the conceptual consistency of the research (Uzuner, 2005). In addition, one-
to-one excepts and visuals from the textbooks are included in the context of the confirmability strategy.

3. FINDINGS

In this section, the changes in the examined secondary school social studies textbooks in the
historical process are given under two findings.

3.1. Geography in 5th, 6th and 7th Grades Textbooks Prepared According to the 2005
Social Studies Curriculum

When the geography topics in the 5th, 6th, and 7th-grades textbooks prepared according to the
2005 social studies curriculum are examined; five in 5th grade; It was observed that subjects related to
geography were included in four learning areas in the 6th grade and four learning areas in the 7th grade.
Information on geography topics in the 5th, 6th, and 7th-grades textbooks prepared according to the 2005
social studies curriculum is shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Geography topics in 5th, 6th and 7th Grades Textbooks Prepared According to the 2005
Social Studies Curriculum

Learning Unit Subject Geography Relationship
Space
5th grade 5 5 22 Physical Geography
6th grade 4 4 13 Physical Geography
Human and Economic Geography
7th grade 4 4 8 Physical Geography

Human and Economic Geography

Based on the thematic understanding of the 2005 social studies curriculum, each learning area was
represented by each unit. As can be seen from Table 1; in five units in twenty-two subjects in 5th grade,
respectively, in social studies textbooks; In the 6th grade, there are thirteen topics in four units, and in
the 7th grade, the subjects of geography are covered in four units and eight topics. In addition, physical
geography, human and economic geography, and sub-branches of these branches are mentioned at every
grade level; however, it is seen that the distribution changes according to grade levels, and the topics
related to geography decrease as the grade level rises.
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Table 2: Geography Topics in the 5th Grade Social Studies Textbooks of 2005
Learning Unit Contents Geography Relationship
Space
Culture and Step by Step My Beautiful Turkey Human and Economic Geography
Heritage Turkey Cities' Reminders Human and Economic Geography
Our Cultural Riches Human and Economic Geography
People, Let's Get to Where We Live Physical/Human and Economic
Places and Know Our Where does Merve live? Geography
Environments  Region Do Maps Speak? Physical Geography
The Climate of Our Region  Physical Geography
Settlement in Our Physical Geography
Environment Human and Economic Geography
5th Hand in Hand with The Human and Economic Geography
Grade Natural Environment Physical/Human and Economic
Let's Get to Know the Geography
Central Anatolia Region Physical Geography
Are You Ready to Live
with Natural Disasters?
Production, What We Fertile lands Human and Economic Geography
Distribution Produce An Economic Activity Human and Economic Geography
and My Fertile Homeland Human and Economic Geography
Consumption We Are at the Automobile ~ Human and Economic Geography
Factory
Every Job Takes Effort
Power, Those Those  Working for the Human and Economic
Management Working for Environment Geography
and Society the
Community
Global Our World Our Import and Export Human and Economic

Connections

Products

We are in Germany
The Land of the Nile
A Ship in Japan

Geography
Physical/Human and Economic
Geography
Physical/Human and Economic

A Coffee Break Geography

White Forehead Country Physical/Human and Economic
Geography
Physical/Human and Economic
Geography

Physical/Human and Economic
Geography

As seen in Table 2, geography topics in the textbooks are prepared according to the 2005 social
studies curriculum; In the 5th grade, it takes place in 5 units depending on the learning areas “Culture
and Heritage”, “People, Places and Environments”, “Production, Distribution, and Consumption”,
“Power, Management and Society” and “Global Connections”. Human and Economic Geography;
Physical Geography of 4 of them; It was understood that 7 of them included both Physical Geography
and Human and Economic Geography.

In the unit “Step by Step Turkey”, which is the equivalent of the learning area of “Culture and
Heritage” in the course book, geography is included within the scope of “My Beautiful Turkey”,
“Reminders of Cities” and “Our Cultural Wealth”. In the subject of “My Beautiful Turkey”, Turkey's
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natural and historical riches were mentioned and within the scope of Istanbul, Galata Tower, Hagia
Sophia Museum, Basilica Cistern, Maiden's Tower; Natural beauties such as Bird Sanctuary, Manyas
Lake and Pamukkale Travertines are included. In the subject of "Reminders of Cities", examples of the
characteristics of the places where people live are given and the physical, human and cultural aspects of
cities are explained on the map of Turkey. Similarly, the cultural richness reflected by the region in the
subject of "Our Cultural Wealth" has been exemplified through cities such as Rize, Erzurum, Trabzon,
and Sanlurfa. The cultural richness of Turkey is shown with the map of Turkey given in the unit “Step
by Step Turkey” in Visual 1.
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Visual 1. 2005 Year, 5th Grade Step by Step Turkey Unit (MNE, 2007:46-47)

As a counterpart to the "People, Places and Environments™ learning area, there is the "Let's Know
Our Region™ unit in the 5th-grade social studies textbook. Since this unit is a unit that deals with the
science of geography, all subjects are also within the subject of geography. It is seen that the subjects of
Physical Geography predominate in the unit. "Where We Live", "Where Does Merve Live?", "Do Maps
Speak?", "Climate of Our Region”, "Settlement Around Us", "Hand in Hand with the Natural
Environment”, "Let's Get to Know the Central Anatolia Region" and "Ready to Live with Natural
Disasters” Will you?" Geography topics are mentioned in the titles. In the subject of "The Place We
Live", the geographical features and human elements of the region are explained with pictures. “Where
Does Merve Live?” The position of Turkey in the world and the location of Ankara province in Turkey
are explained. “Do Maps Speak?” On the other hand, the physical map of Turkey is given and how a
map can be interpreted with the signs given in the legend section of the map is explained in connection
with the previous topic. In the subject of “Climate of Our Region”, seven geographical regions of Turkey
and the climate types experienced in these regions are explained and examples of products grown in
Turkey according to these climate types are given. Again, in the subject of "Settlement in Our
Environment", the factors that affect the population and the selection of a place as a settlement area are
explained, and the materials and housing types used in housing construction are explained. Another topic
discussed in this learning area is “Hand in Hand with the Natural Environment”. In this title, air, water
and soil pollution, which is the result of human damage to the natural environment, is explained. In the
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subject of "Let's Know the Central Anatolia Region", which is another subject, the Central Anatolia
Region was examined in terms of physical (landforms, climate, vegetation, etc.) and human (population,
contribution to the country's economy) factors. The last topic of this learning area, “Are You Ready to
Live with Natural Disasters?”” On the other hand, Turkey's earthquake map is given and natural disasters
such as earthgquakes, floods and avalanches are explained. In Visual 2, a map showing the populations of
some provinces of Turkey is given.
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Visual 2. 2005 Year, 5" Grade Let’s Get to Our Region Unit (MNE, 2007 85)

Another learning area in which geography topics are included in the 5th grade social studies
textbook is “Production, Distribution and Consumption”. In the unit "What We Produce", which is the
equivalent of this learning area in the textbook, the subjects "Fertile Lands", "An Economic Activity",
"My Fertile Country", "Every Job Requires Labor", "We Are At The Automobile Factory™" and "We Are
Also Manufacturers™ are associated with geography. The fertile lands of Turkey and how these products
are grown are explained through examples of hazelnuts, chickpeas, sunflowers and roses in the subject
of “Fertile Lands”. In the title of “An Economic Activity”, the subject of animal husbandry and animal
production of the geography was included with the example of the Angora goat. Another topic in this
unit is “My Fertile Country”. In this topic, the most striking economic activity in the region where Turkey
is lived is discussed with examples from Turkey. In the subjects of "We are in the Automobile Factory"
and every job requires labor, the industrial branches and livelihoods in the region are mentioned, and
human and economic geography issues are mentioned. In the unit "Working for the Society", which
includes the achievements of the "Power, Management and Society" learning area, geography topics are
included in the "Workers for the Environment" topic. In this topic, what should be done to protect the
environment and non-governmental organizations working on this issue are mentioned.

The last unit of the 5th-grade social studies textbook, “The World of All of Us” is related to the
field of global connections learning. It has been determined that the subjects of “Imported and Exported
Products”, “We are in Germany”, “Country of the Nile”, “A Ship in Japan”, “A Coffee Break”, “Land
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of White Gold” given in this unit are related to geography. In these matters, respectively, the goods we
import from foreign countries and export to other countries, food products; In which regions most Turks
live in Europe; The characteristics of Egypt and Japan, Brazil, coffee and wildlife, and the contribution
of Turks to medical science are explained with the example of Kazakhstan. The map given in the
textbook about the characteristics of Germany in the subject of “We are in Germany” is shown in Visual
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Visual 3: 2007 Year 5th Grade The World of All of Us Unit (MNE, 2007: 182)

3.1.2. Geography in 6th Grade Social Studies Textbooks

The units and their contents related to geography topics in the 6th-grade social studies textbooks prepared
according to the 2005 curriculum are shown in Table 3.

Table 3. Geography Topics in the 6th Grade Social Studies Textbooks of 2005

Learning Subject Contents Geography Relationship
space
Individual and I'm Learning Environmental Pollution Causes Human and Economic Geo.
Society Social Epidemics
Studies
People, Places Life on Earth Understanding Maps Physical Geography
6th and World of Coordinates Physical Geography
grade  Environments Climate Changing from Poles to Physical Geography
Deserts
Climate Zones in Turkey Physical Geography
Not Our Forests, Our Future Is Human and Economic Geo.
Destroying
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Production, Our Economic Activities in Our Human and Economic Geo.
Distribution Country's Country
and Resources Don't Deplete Our Natural Human and Economic Geo.
Consumption Resources
Global Our Country  Population Distribution and Human and Economic Geo.
Connections and the Economic Activities in the World

World Our Economy from Import to Human and Economic Geo.

Export

Our National Foreign Policy Our
International Relations

Human and Economic Geo.

As seen in Table 3, geography topics in 6th-grade textbooks prepared according to the 2005 social
studies curriculum; It takes place in 4 units, namely “Individual and Society”, “People, Places and
Environments”, “Production, Distribution and Consumption” and “Global Connections”. It has been
understood that 9 of the geography topics given under 13 subject headings in the textbooks include
Human and Economic Geography topics and 4 of them include Physical Geography topics. It has been
observed that the "I'm Learning Social Studies" unit in the course book of the Individual and Society
learning field has established a relationship with geography with the examples of air, water, and soil
pollution given in the topic "Environmental Pollution Causes Epidemics". Another unit in which
geography topics are discussed is the unit "Life on Earth". Since this unit is directly related to geography

topics, all the subjects given in the unit are associated with the basic concepts of geography.

Topics covered in the unit; “Understanding Maps”, “World of Coordinates”, “Climate Changing
from Poles to Deserts”, “Climate Regions in Turkey” and “Not Our Forests, Our Future Is
Disappearing”. “How to find the location of a place on a map?” on “Understanding Maps”. and “What
do the scales on the maps do?” The answers to the questions are explained with examples from Turkey.
Parallels and meridians are explained in the subject of “World of Coordinates”; In the subject of "Climate
Changing from the Poles to the Deserts", how the climate affects human life is exemplified through
Bangladesh, Eskimos, and Bedouins. In the unit, the disappearance of the Amazon forests and the
decrease in precipitation were explained on the topics of “Climatic Regions of Turkey” and “Our Future,
Not Our Forests”.

In the "Resources of Our Country" unit, which deals with the achievements of the "Production,
Distribution and Consumption™ learning area, the subjects of economic geography were mentioned and
the subjects of "Economic Activities in Our Country" and "Don't Deplete Our Natural Resources" were
included. Economic activities (agriculture, industry, animal husbandry, tourism, forestry, trade, etc.)
carried out in Turkey on these subjects are explained and what can be done to protect natural resources
in Turkey is discussed. In Visual 4, the graphic in the textbook about the economic activities and
agricultural land in Turkey is shown.
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Visual 4. 2006 Year, 6th Grade Our Country's Resources Unit (MNE, 2006: 98)

In the unit “Our Country and the World”, in which the learning area of “Global Connections” was
discussed, human and economic activities were handled on a global scale and the distribution of
population and economic activities in the world were included. In addition, the countries with which
Turkey has the most relations (Germany, USA, England, France, Italy, etc.) are explained on the subject
of “Our Economy from Export to Import”. Similarly, Turkey's Relations with the Turkic Republics were
explained in the subjects of “Our National Foreign Policy” and “Our International Relations”.

3.1.3. Geography in 7th Grade Social Studies Textbooks

The units and their contents related to geography topics in the 7th-grade social studies textbooks prepared
according to the 2005 curriculum are shown in Table 4.

Table 4: Geography Topics in the 7th Grade Social Studies Textbooks of 2005

Learning space Subject Contents Geography Relationship
People, Places and Population Where Do We Live? Human and Economic Geo.
Environments in Why Do We Count? Human and Economic Geo.

our country

Hello, The Land | Satisfied
Freedom of Settlement and

Human and Economic Geo.
Human and Economic Geo.

7th Travel

Grade Production, Economy Mother Earth Human and Economic Geo.
Distribution and and How States Develop Human and Economic Geo.
Consumption Social Life
Power, Management  Living Environmental Law is the Human and Economic Geo.
and Society Democracy  Concern of Governments
Global Connections  International What's Happening in the Physical/Human and

Bridges World? Economic Geography

Anadolu Universitesi Egitim Fakiiltesi Dergisi (AUJEF), 6(4), 451-476



462 Bilgin Unal IBRET & Onur YILMAZ

As can be seen in Table 4, geography topics in the 7th-grade textbooks prepared according to the 2005
social studies curriculum; It takes place in four units, namely "People, Places, and Environments",
"Production, Distribution and Consumption”, "Power, Management and Society" and "Global
Connections" as units representing learning areas. It has been understood that seven of the geography
topics given under eight subject headings in the textbooks include Human and Economic Geography
topics, only the "Bridges Between Countries" unit includes both Physical Geography and Human and
Economic Geography. When the 7th-grade social studies textbooks prepared based on the 2005 social
studies curriculum are examined, it is seen that the most geography-related subject is in the learning field
of "People, Places, and Environments". In the unit "Population in Our Country”, which is related to this
learning area, the subjects of "Where Do We Live?", "Why Are We Counted?", "Hello, The Land | Have
Got" and "Freedom of Settlement and Travel" were discussed. The visual of the page containing the
population information of Turkey in the 7th-grade textbook is given in Visual 5.
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Visual 5. Year 2009, 7th Grade Population in Our Country Unit (MNE, 2009: 34-35)

In the "Economy and Social Life" unit, which includes the achievements of the "Production,
Distribution and Consumption” learning field, the developments in agricultural production in Turkey
and the importance of the states' positions in their economic development are explained on the subjects
of "Mother Earth" and "How States Develop”. In the "Living Democracy™” unit of the "Power,
Management and Society" learning area, the decisions taken against environmental pollution, the
importance of municipalities, and environmental law were discussed under the title of "Environmental
Law is the Concern of Governments”. In the unit "Bridges Between Countries™, the last unit of the 7th-
grade textbook, "What's Happening in the World?" Global warming and its effects on the world are
explained concerning the learning area of global connections. The order of "What's Happening in the
World" in the textbook is shown in Visual 6.
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Visual 6. Year 2005 7th Grade International Bridges Unit (MNE, 2009: 170-171)

When the 5th, 6th, and 7th-grades textbooks prepared according to the 2005 social studies
curriculum are examined, it is seen that geography topics are in different learning areas in the 5th, 6th
and 7th grades; Physical Geography and Human and Economic Geography, which are the two main
branches of general geography, are given a place at all levels; however, it is seen that the distribution
changes according to grade levels and the topics related to geography decrease as the grade level rises.
In addition, it was understood that geography topics decreased as the grade level increased and physical
geography topics were given a limited place in the 7th grade. On the other hand, it has been observed
that many geographical concepts and knowledge are interdisciplinary in other units, apart from the units
that directly mention geography in the social studies course. In addition, it was found that the topics were
mostly clustered in three learning areas: “People, Places and Environments”, “Production, Distribution
and Consumption” and “Global Connections”.

3.2. Geography in 5th, 6th and 7th Grades Textbooks Prepared According to the 2018
Social Studies Curriculum

When the geography topics in the 5th, 6th, and 7th-grades textbooks prepared according to the
2018 social studies curriculum are examined; 5 in 5th grade; It was observed that subjects related to
geography were included in 3 learning areas in 6th grade and 7th-grade in 3 learning areas. Information
on geography topics in the 5th, 6th, and 7th-grades textbooks prepared according to the 2018 social
studies curriculum is shown in Table 5.
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Table 5: Geography Topics in 5th, 6th and 7th Grades Textbooks Prepared According to the 2018
Social Studies Curriculum

Learning Space Unit Subject Geography Relationship
5th 5 4 10 Physical geography
grade Human and Economic Geography
6th 3 3 8 Physical geography
grade Human and Economic Geography
7th 3 3 5 Physical geography
grade Human and Economic Geography

As in the 2005 Social Studies curriculum, the thematic approach was used in the 2018 curriculum
and each learning area was represented by each unit. As can be understood from Table 5, in the social
studies textbooks of the year 2022, in the 5"-grade, in 4 units, in 10 topics; In the 6"-grade, 8 topics in 3
units and in the 7""-grade, in 5 topics in 3 units, the subjects of geography are included. In addition, the
subjects of Physical Geography and Human and Economic Geography and the sub-branches of these
branches were mentioned at each grade level; however, as the grade level increases, it is seen that the

subjects related to geography decrease.

3.2.1. Geography in 5th Grade Social Studies Textbooks

The units and their contents related to geography topics in the 5th-grade social studies textbooks
prepared according to the 2018 curriculum are shown in Table 6.

Table 6: Geography Topics in 2022 5th Grade Social Studies Textbooks

learning space Unit

Contents

Geography Relationship

Culture and My Country, My My Beautiful Country

Heritage Culture and My
History

Human and Economic
Geography

People, Places  Where We
and Live

Environments
5th

grade

I Know the Map

Climate and My Life

Where to Live?

Disasters and Environmental
Problems Effects of Disasters
on Humans

Physical geography

Physical geography

Human and Economic
Geography

Physical geography
Physical/Human and Economic

Geography
Production, From Economic Activities Where |  Human and Economic
Distribution Production to Live Geography
and Consumption Economy and Life
Consumption Human and Economic
Geography
Global Global The Contribution of the Place  Human and Economic
Connections Interaction I Live to the Economy Geography

Tourism Changes Prejudices

Human and Economic
Geography
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As seen in Table 6, geography topics in the textbooks are prepared according to the 2018 social
studies curriculum; In the 5th grade, it takes place in 4 units depending on the learning areas “Culture
and Heritage”, “People, Places and Environments”, “Production, Distribution and Consumption” and
“Global Connections”. It has been understood that 6 of the geography topics given under 10 subject
headings in the textbooks include Human and Economic Geography topics, 3 of them include Physical
Geography topics, and one subject includes both Physical Geography and Human and Economic
Geography topics.The subject of "My Beautiful Country" given in the "My Country, My Culture and
History" unit, which is the equivalent of the "Culture and Heritage™ learning area in the textbook, covers
the subjects related to tourism geography, which is one of the sub-titles of Human and Economic
Geography and is one of the touristic places in Bursa, Antalya and Edirne. examples are given.

In the "Where We Live" unit, which is the unit of the "People, Places and Environments" learning
field, which is directly related to geography, "I Know the Map", "Climate and My Life", "Where to
Live?", "Disasters and Environmental Problems" and "Disasters on Human Beings". Geography topics
are explained in the titles of “Effects of In the subject of “I Know the Map”, physical geography topics
were included and why maps were needed, the legend part of the map, the landforms given on the
physical map and the physical map of Turkey were explained. In Visual 7, within the scope of the unit
“Where We Live”, there are mountains, plains, islands, peninsulas, plateaus, lakes, etc. in the physical
geography of Turkey landforms are explained.

Simdi de fiziki haritada gérdigimiiz baglica yer ,.’A——A

sekillerini taniyalim.

Yagmurlarn, eriyen kar sularinin ve kaynaklarda
olusan sularin hemen hemen hepsi yeryuziinde
egim boyunca akar. Bu sular bir yatakta akmayao
devam eder ve akarsulan olugturur.

Daglar, cevresine gore yiksek olan
ve tabandan zirveye dogru yamaglarr
egimli yeryiizii sekilleridir.

Platolar cevresine 'gére yuksekte
kalmus ve derin akarsu vadilerinin

3.3 - Baglica Yer Sekilleri

Yarimada, yalniz bir yanindan Korfez karanin igine
| ana karaya bagh, obiir yanlari sokulmus deniz par-
suyla gevrili kara pargasidir. casidir.

Visual 7. Year 2022, 5th Grade Where We Live Unit (MNE, 2022: 67)
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In the subject of “Climate and My Life”, one of the subjects of physical geography, the climate
regions of Turkey were included. In the subject of "Where to Live", the subject of population, which is
one of the subjects of human geography, is mentioned, and human and natural factors affecting the
population and structures such as bridges, tunnels, and dams that individuals build to shape nature are
explained.

Another topic covered in this unit is disasters and their effects on people. In the course book,
earthquakes, floods, landslides, avalanches, and forest fires, which are among the natural disasters seen
in Turkey, are included under the titles of “Disasters and Environmental Problems” and “The Effects of
Disasters on Humans” and these disasters are shown on the natural disaster map of Turkey. In addition,
environmental problems such as air pollution, water pollution, erosion, noise pollution, soil pollution,
and reduction of forest areas and how individuals should take precautions for these natural disasters and
environmental problems are explained under these headings. The page with news headlines about natural
disasters in Turkey is shown in Visual 8.
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Visual 8: Year 2022, 5th Grade Where We Live Unit (MNE, 2022:81)

Another learning area that deals with geography topics in the 5th grade textbook of 2022 is the
learning area of "Production, Distribution, and Consumption”. The subjects of human and economic
geography are included under the titles of "Economic Activities in Where I Live" and "Economy and
Life" of the "From Production to Consumption™ unit, which is the equivalent of this learning area in the
textbook. Economic activities such as agriculture, industry, animal husbandry, mining, tourism, and
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service are mentioned in the topic of "Economic Activities in Where I Live". In the subject of “Economy
and My Life”, effective economic activities in various provinces and rural regions of Turkey are
exemplified. In the "Global Interaction™ unit, which includes the 5th-grade acquisitions of the "Global
Connections" learning area, the topics of "The Contribution of Where | Live to the Economy" and
"Tourism Changes Prejudices" are included about geography. In these headings, the products that are
important in Turkey's import and export are exemplified.

In addition, the contribution of tourism to the country's economy is explained by associating it
with the freedom of travel. The news title given in the textbook for Turkey's tourism is shown in Visual
9.

' Kas - Meis Komsu Kapisi _
= Antalya'nin Kas ilgesinin giineyinde bir kayagibi. .
s yiikselen Yunanistan'a bagh Meis Adasi, vize so-""

rununun ¢6zilmesinin ardindan Tiirklerdtaraﬁn-
dan sikga ziyaret edilmeye baslandi.

Tirklerin Meis Adasi'na gelmesinden memnun
olduklarini belirten Meis Belediye Baskani, "Tirk
vatandaslarinin adamiza ve diger Yunan Adala-
rina bir ginligine de olsa gelmesi, esnafimiza
buiyiik ekonomik katki saglayacaktir. Adamizdaki
canhhk Tirk vatandaslarinin gelmesiyle artti. Ay- 7.15 Meis sokaklar
rica artan bu iligkiler, bazi én yargilari ortadan
kaldiracak. Dostluk gelisecek." diye konustu.
Meis Adasi'na ilk kez giden bir Tiirk turist ise "Cok
guzel bir Yunan adasini ziyaret ettik. Yemeklerin
tadi, lezzeti her sey mikemmeldi." dedi. Meis
Adasi'na giden diger bir Tirk turist de, "Yakla- Genel Ag haberi, 28 Eylil 2010 (Dizenlenmistir.)
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goriirdim hep. Vizenin kalkmasindan sonra bu
sene gitme imkdéni buldum. Su an Kas'a déondiik.
Tamamiyla kendi Glkeme gitmis, kendi insanimla
birlikte olmus gibi hissediyorum." dedi.

Visual 9: Year 2022, Grade 5 Global Interaction Unit (MNE, 2022: 178)
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3.2.2. Geography in 6th Grade Social Studies Textbooks

The units and their contents related to geography topics in the 6th-grade social studies textbooks
prepared according to the 2018 curriculum are shown in Table 7.

Table 7. Geography Topics in 2022 6th Grade Social Studies Textbooks

Learning Space Subject Contents Geography Relationship
People, Placesand  Life on Earth Where in the World Are  Physical Geography
Environments We?

Geographical Features of Physical Geography
Our Country
The Human Geography =~ Human and Economic

of Our Country Geography
6th Different Climates
grade Different Lives Physical Geography
Production, I produce, | Our Country's Resources Human and Economic
Distribution and consume, | am and Economic Activities  Geography
Consumption conscious I Use Our Resources Human and Economic
Correctly Geography
Global Connections Our National Human and Economic
Foreign Policy Geography
Import, Export Human and Economic
Geography

As seen in Table 7, geography topics in the 6th-grade textbooks taught in 2022; It takes place in 3
units: “People, Places and Environments”, “Production, Distribution and Consumption” and “Global
Connections” learning areas. It has been understood that 5 of the geography topics given under 8 subject
headings in the textbooks include Human and Economic Geography topics and 3 of them include
Physical Geography topics.

In the unit “Life on Earth”, which is the equivalent of “People, Places, and Environments” in the
textbook, information on physical and human geography under the headings “Where are we in the
World?”, “Geographical Features of Our Country”, “Human Geography of Our Country” and “Different
Climates, Different Lives” were given. In the title of “Where Are We in the World”, the basic subjects
of the physical map such as map, scale, equator, pole points, parallel and meridians, and geographical
location of Turkey are explained. The subject of parallels and meridians given in the textbook is shown
in Visual 10.

Anadolu University Journal of Education Faculty (AUJEF), 6(4), 451-476



The Adventure of Geography in Social Studies: A Study on Change 469

Diinya, merkezinden gectigi varsayilan bir eksen
etrafinda batidan doguya dogru doner. Bu eksenin ku-
zeyinden ve giineyinden Diinya’yr deldigi diisiiniilen
noktalarina kutup noktalar1 adi verilir. Kuzeydekine
Kuzey Kutup Noktasi, giineydekine de Giiney Kutup
Noktasi denir. Kuzey ve Giiney kutup noktalarna esit
uzakhikta olan noktalarin birlestirilmesiyle elde edilen
¢embere Ekvator denir. Ekvator, Diinya’y1 Kuzey Ya-
rim Kiire ve Giiney Yarim Kiire olmak tizere iki esit
parcaya boler. Ekvatora paralel olarak birer derecelik agi-
larla gegirilen cemberlere paralel denir. Ekvatorun kuze-
yinde 90, giineyinde 90 olmak tizere 180 paralel vardr.
Ekvator baslangi¢ paralelidir (0°) ve Ekvator’dan uzak-

lagtikca paralel dereceleri bilyiir. Ekvator’dan kutuplara Giney Kutbu

dogru gidildikge Diinya’mn seklinden dolayi paralellerin ~ 3-2: Paraleller
boylar1 kisalir ve kutuplarda nokta halini alir. Ardisik iki
paralel aras1 mesafe Diinya’nin her yerinde 111 km’dir.
Iki kutup noktasi arasinda uzanarak paralelleri dik
kesen yarim g¢emberlere meridyen denir. Baslangic
meridyeni, Ingiltere’nin baskenti Londra yakinlarmdaki
Greenwich (Grinig) gozlemevi {izerinden gegen merid-
yendir ve 0° ile gosterilir. Baslangic meridyeninin do-
gusuna Dogu Yarmm Kiire, batisma Bat1 Yarim Kiire
denir. Dogu Yarim Kiire’de 180 ve Bat1 Yarim Kiire’de
180 olmak tizere toplam 360 meridyen yay1 vardir. Bas-
langic meridyeninden uzaklastikga meridyen dereceleri
biiytir. Ekvator’da meridyenler arasinda 111 km mesafe
vardir. Ancak bu mesafe kutuplara gidildikce azalir. Me-

ridyenler yerel saat hesaplamasinda da kullamlir ve her
iki meridyen arasindaki zaman farki 4 dakikadir. 3.3: Meridyenler

Visual 10: Year 2022, 6th Grades Life on Earth Unit (MNE, 2022: 107)

In the title of "Geographical Characteristics of Our Country”, the subjects of physical geography
were continued; Geographical forms such as steppe, mountain, legend, maquis, plain, plateau, valley,
Turkey's mountains, plains, plateaus, climate types are explained through the physical map of Turkey.
In the subject of "Human Geography of Our Country", which is another subject, mining, population,
agriculture, and tourism concepts are given, the places where the population is high and low in Turkey,
Turkey's agricultural geography, Turkey's mining geography, Turkey's livestock map, Turkey' Turkey's
forest geography, Turkey's tourism geography, and Turkey's industrial geography are explained through
maps. The tourism geography map of Turkey given in the textbook is shown in Visual 11.

Anadolu Universitesi Egitim Fakiiltesi Dergisi (AUJEF), 6(4), 451-476



470 Bilgin Unal IBRET & Onur YILMAZ

BULGARISTAN K A \R ABo B N I Z GORCISTAN
Bivop

ORNEuRKLARELI
0 g ¢
v i MO
/i R Tiximons STANOULGERF O zom:uc o’ o gy ". wm ' * 'N o g ARTVIN ww.\
¥ MARMARA &, ov2ce
Ay, Sl ....r*,.. Sl Al
. " \h’i » %\ ® g“. . oo A W a'ﬂaum" oLl
cmmnb. a\’( Yok o d’ W guipe 4 ) ﬂ
L ‘ ' & d f“f‘%‘c”‘ o e T Aol &
1 4 : KOTANYA 58:(?3( g ;g W |
) ""‘".’V ™ AT TUNCEU =g
' @ f iR 5‘ ‘)}/x \\ g ¥ “;‘"A\)ﬁ‘;O 48 J,‘iws " cgwl
Ry Y P g R ITr f Lager v I
\ W ¢ "“ ”{“ Asuu ) e \:
'y 1% c.

L

ERMENISTAN

ey o<
o~ 8 DENGZLI vmum aruan; SURT
5 -‘! ’ AY 9 ADWM ™ O ~= Jfﬁux B
L Lo MUBLA ‘ m% Y
: %“ - MIMVA‘?

Tahdl Uriinleri Sanayl Bitkileri Mayveler
W Bujday Y Pamk  @Dfuruncoller § Kavin
& A AP § Pancan O At Muz
AL [ O Jehak
‘ P §C.n M Karpuz .;m."

x S Sl Sl G
KTC o) Fim 4w
N w_KKTC Aoy < Eime e [ O Tahillar @Meyveler
I ;k X R - o P™ o sebaoler | @Sanayi WSebzeler
Nt KMercimek YMerc ) 4
0_°50 100 150 200km e Bitkileri _Baklagiller

3.21: Tiirkiye Tarim Uriinleri Haritast

Visual 11: Year 2022, 6th Grades Life on Earth Unit (MNE, 2022: 121)

In the last topic of this unit, “Different Climates, Different Lives”, the concepts of climate and
weather are explained and the characteristics of the Mediterranean climate, Polar climate, Monsoon

climate, and Equatorial climate, which are among the climate types seen in the world, are included.

The titles "Resources and Economic Activities of Our Country” and "I Use Our Resources
Correctly" given in the "I Produce, | Consume, I Am Conscious" unit of the "Production, Distribution
and Consumption" learning area are also subjects related to the science of geography. Turkey's economic
activities such as agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry, mining, service, trade, industry, and tourism
are explained under the title of “Our Country's Resources and Economic Activities”. In the title of "I Use
Our Resources Correctly", renewable and non-renewable energy resources are explained with concepts
such as Waste, Fossil, Geothermal, and Thermal Power Plants, and it is pointed out that natural resources

are not unlimited.

Turkey's import and export relations with other Turkic Republics and its border neighbors are
explained by referring to human and economic geography issues in the subjects of "Our National Foreign
Policy" and "External Purchases and Exports™ given in the "Our International Relations™ unit, which is

the last unit of the 6th-grade textbook.
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3.2.3. Geography in 7th Grade Social Studies Textbooks

The units and their contents related to geography topics in the 7th-grade social studies textbooks
prepared according to the 2018 curriculum are shown in Table 8.

Table 8: Geography Topics in 2022 7th Grade Social Studies Textbooks

Learning Area/ Subject Geography Relationship
Unit
People, Places and Where Should | Settle? Physical/Human and Economic
7th Environments With Tables and Graphics, Is Our Geography
grade Country Where You Were Born or Human and Economic
Where You Have Your Satisfaction? Geography
Human and Economic
Geography
Production, We Produce From Soil, We Manage Soil Human and Economic
Distribution and Geography
Consumption
Global Connections | Create Solutions to Global Problems Human and Economic
Geography

As seen in Table 8, geography topics in the 7th-grade textbooks of 2022; It takes place in 3 units,
namely "People, Places and Environments", "Production, Distribution and Consumption” and "Global
Connections" as units representing the learning areas with the same name. It has been understood that 4
of the geography topics given under 5 subject headings in the textbooks include Human and Economic
Geography, and 1 of them includes both Physical Geography and Human and Economic Geography.
“People, Places and Environments” unit “Where Should We Settle”, “Our Country with Tables and
Graphics”, “Where You Born or Where You Have Your Fullness?” and “I Have the Freedom to
Settlement and Travel” are topics related to Physical Geography and Human and Economic Geography.

In the title of “Where Should We Settle”, the places where people have settled throughout history
(Caves, Catalhoylik, Nevsehir Cappadocia, etc.) are explained with examples and the features (physical
and human factors) that people pay attention to when choosing a settlement are explained. In the title of
“Our Country with Tables and Graphics”, as a continuation of the previous topic, the representation of
physical and human factors with tables and graphics is explained, and the population of Turkey, the
distribution of the working population in Turkey to business lines and other characteristics (factories,
agricultural areas, etc.) are explained. Population pyramids formed by the demographic structure of
Turkey by years are shown in Visual 12.
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Visual 12. Year 2022, 7th Grade People, Places and Environment Unit (MNE, 2022: 109)

"The Place Where You Are Born or The Place Where You Are Fed?" In the title, the issue of
migration is explained. In this section, Human and Economic Geography subjects are mentioned and
why people migrate, types of migration, causes and consequences of migration are explained. The change
of agricultural production from the past to the present and its importance for Turkey as an economic
activity are explained in the title of "We Produce from the Land, We Manage the Land" of the
"Production, Distribution and Consumption™ unit.

In the "Global Connections" unit, which is the last unit of the 7th grade textbook of 2022, Physical
and Human and Economic Geography topics are included under the title of "I produce solutions to Global
Problems". Under this title, how the geographical features of the world changed in the process from the
formation of the world to the emergence of people on the stage of history, global warming, climate
change, and natural disasters were mentioned.

When the 5th, 6th, and 7th-grades textbooks prepared according to the 2018 social studies
curriculum are examined; Physical Geography and Human and Economic Geography, which are the two
main branches of general geography, are given a place at all levels; however, it is seen that the
distribution changes according to grade levels and the topics related to geography decrease as the grade
level rises. In addition, it was understood that geography topics decreased as the grade level increased
and physical geography topics were given a limited place in the 7th grade. On the other hand, it has been
observed that many geographical concepts and knowledge are interdisciplinary in other units, apart from
the units that directly mention geography in the social studies course.
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3.3. The Change of Geographic Subjects Given in the Textbooks Used in 2005 and 2022 from Past
to Present

Table 9: Quantity of Geographical Topics Given in the Textbooks Used in 2005 and 2022

2005 2022
Learning Unit Subject Learning Unit Subject
Space Space
5th grade 5 5 22 4 4 10
6th grade 4 4 13 3 3 8
7th grade 4 4 8 3 3 5

When the geography topics in the textbooks prepared according to the social studies curriculum
implemented in 2005 and 2018 were compared, it was seen that there was a decrease in quantity in 2022
compared to 2005. While the 5th, 6th, and 7th-grades textbooks of 2005 included information directly
related to geography in 43 subjects of 13 learning areas; It has been observed that in the 5th, 6th, and 7th
grade textbooks of 2022, there is information directly related to geography in 23 subjects of 11 learning
areas. In this context, it can be said that geography topics have been reduced quantitatively in the
textbooks of 2022.

Table 10: Distribution of Geographical Topics Given in the Textbooks Used in 2005 and 2022
in Terms of Subject Areas

2005 2022

5th 6th 7th 5th 6th 7th
grade grade grade grade grade grade

Physical Geography 11 4 1 4 3 1

Human and Economic Geography 18 9 8 7 5 5

As it can be understood from the table, when the distribution of geography on the basis of a subject
in the textbooks prepared according to the social studies curriculum implemented in 2005 and 2018 is
examined, it is seen that the subjects of Human and Economic Geography are more than the subjects of
physical geography.

Another remarkable finding during the analysis is that the subjects given in the textbooks of 2005
and 2022 are general subjects such as landforms, climate, natural disasters, population, migration, and
environmental pollution. It has been observed that the current geographical concepts included in the
curriculum in 2018, such as geographic information systems and location analysis, in which these topics
are detailed in the same way as the titles given in 2005 and 2022, are not included in the textbooks.
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4. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

Geography is one of the cornerstones of the social studies course. For this reason, it is necessary
to constantly update the geography topics, which have an undeniable place in the social studies course,
with the changing and developing information and technology.

In the research, it was stated that in the textbooks of 2005 and 2022, physical geography, human
and economic geography, and sub-branches of these branches were mentioned at every grade level;
however, it is seen that the distribution changes according to grade levels, and the topics related to
geography decrease as the grade level rises. In addition, it was found that geography topics decreased as
the grade level increased and physical geography topics were given a limited place in the 7th grade. In
his study, Can (2019) also stated that according to the 2005 curriculum, the rate of gains according to
grade levels in the new curriculum is approximately 29% in the 4th and 5th grades; He concluded that it
was reduced by about 20% in 6th and 7th grades Coban and Aksit (2018) and Selvi (2018) reached a
similar conclusion in their research and stated that there was a decrease in the number of gains in the
new program compared to 2005. When Alkis (2005) also examined the books prepared according to the
2005 curriculum from a conceptual point of view, he found that, unlike this research, the concepts of
physical geography were more than the concepts of Human and Economic Geography. In this research,
it is seen that physical geography topics are more common in 2005 than in 2022. In this context, it can
be said that in the period from 2005 to 2022, physical geography topics started to take place less and less
in textbooks. In addition, Alkis (2005) found in his study that the number of concepts related to
geography topics in the 2005 textbooks was reduced compared to the number in the previous curriculum.
In line with these results, it can be deduced that physical geography topics in secondary school social
studies textbooks are reduced a little more in each curriculum. In the research, it was found that in 2005,
more geography topics were included in the secondary school social studies textbooks in terms of
quantity compared to 2022. Alkis (2005) also stated in his study that there were quite a lot of geography
topics and concepts in the social studies textbooks of 2005.

In addition, geography topics are mostly in the learning areas of “People, Places and
Environments”, “Global Connections” and “Production, Distribution, and Consumption”; however, it
has been concluded that geographical concepts are also indirectly included in the units covering other
learning areas. Kagar and Bulut (2020) also stated that out of seven learning areas, only the "People,
Places and Environments" learning area is completely related to the concepts of geography; They stated
that the learning areas of “Production, Distribution and Consumption” and “Global Connections” are
partially associated with the concepts of geography. In their research, Kizilgaoglu and Tas (2007)
determined the learning areas that include geography topics in the 6th and 7th-grades textbooks as
"People, Places and Environments”, "Global Connections" and "Production, Distribution, and
Consumption". Karatekin and Sonmez (2016) similarly stated that geography is mentioned in all learning
areas, especially "People, Places and Environments" and "Production, Distribution, and Consumption".
Unlike these studies, Turan (2019) did not associate the learning field of "Production, Distribution, and
Consumption™ with geography topics.

In addition, although general topics such as landforms, climate, natural disasters, population,
migration, and environmental pollution are included in the textbooks, it was found that current
geographical concepts such as geographic information systems and location analysis, which were
included in the curriculum in 2018, were not included in the textbooks. While there are serious problems
in environmental pollution, migration, and the reduction of resources, it can be emphasized as a serious
deficiency in the textbooks that these issues are reduced. It may have been thought that these concepts
should be reduced in textbooks and that the teacher should mention them himself in accordance with the
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principle of timeliness in the lessons. However, today, teachers generally teach by taking into account
the parts in the textbook, with the thought that they should complete the curriculum on time. Therefore,
it does not seem functional to expect the whole teacher to talk about the subjects that are not given in the
textbooks. In this context, it can be said that these concepts should be found in newly prepared textbooks.
Dursun (2019) also stated in his study that the geographical skills in the social studies curriculum are the
skills determined to raise individuals who can adapt to the needs of the age and act consciously. The
following suggestions can be made in the context of the research results:

» It can be said that subjects emphasizing current skills such as location analysis, spatial analysis,
and geographic information systems given in the learning outcomes of learning areas should be
included in the textbooks.

» This research is limited to how the geography topics changed according to the years and general
geography topics between the two curriculums applied. In future research, the current situation
in the textbooks will be examined in more detail in the context of the sub-topics of Physical
Geography and Human and Economic Geography.
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