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Erken donem kelamcilarin miimkiiniin faile ihtiyacinin illet yontiniin ya
hudis, ya hudiis ve imkan, ya da huds ile sarth imkan oldugunu ispat ettik-
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lerine dair miiteahhirin dénem keldmcilar1 arasinda yaygin bir iddia s6z ko-
nusudur. Seyyid Serif Ciircaninin basini c¢ektigi baz1 ge¢ donem diistintirler,
[mam Es’ari ve ona tabi olanlarmn arazlarin bekastnin yoklugu iddiasini illetin
ihtiya¢ yontintin hudas olusu tizerine insa ettigini iddia etmislerdir. Ctinkii
hudtss iddiasi, alemin hadis olduktan sonra yaraticiya ihtiya¢ duymamasin
gerektirmekte, ve Imam Es‘ari ile takipgileri bu sonuctan kaginmak igin araz-
larin baki olamayacagmi iddia etmektedirler. Ciinkii cevherler bekasinda
arazlara muhta¢ ve arazlar iki zamanda ayni kalmadig1 icin, geriye sadece
cevherlerin hadis olduktan sonra yaratictya muhtag olmasi kalmaktadir. Bu
makale, s6z konusu iddiay1 Imam Es’ari ve bu okula mensup alimlerden ha-
reketle ele almay1 amaclamaktadir. Klasik Es'ari diistintirlerin asli kaynaklar1
Basra Mu'tezilesi ve Ibn Sina'nin metinleriyle birlikte ele alindiginda, Es'arile-
rin s6z konusu gerekliligi ortadan kaldirmay1 arazlarin bekési tizerine insa
etmedikleri agiga ¢ikmaktadir. Aksine aslinda onlar illetin ihtiyag yontntin
hudts degil cevaz ve imkan oldugunu iddia etmektedirler. Mu'tezile ise bu-
nun hudas oldugunu iddia ederek, bunu ma’dtimun sabit olmasi {izerine insa
etmistir. Clinkii zatlar ademde sabit oldugunda faile ihtiya¢ duymaz ve hadis
olduktan sonra onlara gereken her sey, seyin zatindan kaynaklanmaktadir. Bu
seyler hudusta faile sadece yokluktan varliga ¢ikma noktasinda muhtagtir.
Yine onlar eserin hudistan sonra da yaratica ihtiya¢ duymadigini ortaya ko-
yup, bunu insaat ustas: ve bina 6rnegi ile agiklamislardir. Nitekim klasik
Es’ariler onlar1 bundan dolay: elestirmis, ve yine Ibn Sina da Isirdt ve't-
tenbihit, en-Necit, es-Sifd ve diger eserlerinde onlar1 elestirmistir. Boylece geg
donem alimlerden bazilar1 illetin ihtiya¢ yoniiniin hudas oldugunu genelle-
mis ve sonra Es'ari’nin de arazlarin bekasinin yoklugunu buna mutabik oldu-
gu seklinde yorumlamuslardir. Hakikat su ki, Es'ari’nin mezhebi imkén tizeri-
ne insa edilmistir. Ciinkii cevher bekéasi ve ademi miimkiindiir ve ikinci bir
zamanda bir miireccihe ihtiya¢ duyar. Bu tercihin de zatin kendisinin {izerine
zaid olmasi gerekir. Aksi takdirde tahsil-i hasil olmus olur. Dolayisiyla bu zait
olan seyin araz olmasi gerekir. Arazin da araz ile kaim olmas: imkénsiz oldu-
guna gore, araz kaim olmay1 gerektiren yetkinlige sahip olmadigindan baki
kalamaz. Boylece cevherin arazlari kabil olabilmesinden dolay1 baki olmasi
miimkiin olmus olur.
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Abstract

It was widely believed among post-classical thinkers that the classical
Mutakallimtin held that the cause of dependence of an effect on a cause was
its origination, or a combination of origination and contingency, or its contin-
gency on condition of its origination. Some post-classical thinkers, led by al-
Sayyid al-Sharif al-Jurjani, went further by interpreting Abu’l-Hasan al-
Ash‘ar’s denial of the persistence of accidents was a consequence of his view
that origination was the cause of dependence. This is because the origination
view entailed that the world was no longer in need of the Creator after its ori-
gination, and thus, him and his followers sought to deflect this consequence
by holding that accidents do not persist, and since the persistence of substan-
ces was dependent on those accidents, and accidents do not persist more than
one moment, those substances remained in need of the Creator for those acci-
dents after their origination. This article seeks to investigate this analysis of
the Shaykh al-Ash‘ari’s view, alongside the leading scholars of his school.
After examining the original sources of classical Ash‘ari thinkers, along with
the Basran Mu’'tazila, and the texts of Ibn Sina, it becomes clear that the
Ash‘aris did not hold that accidents did not persist in order to deflect that
purported consequence. Indeed, it becomes clear that they did not hold that
origination was the cause of dependence, but rather, that it was contingency.
As for the Mu'tazila, they are explicit that the cause of dependence is origina-
tion, and that is based on their view on the reality of the nonexistent. Since
essences are real in their state of nonexistence, they are not in need of a cause;
and everything that obtains for those essences after they come into exist are
entailments of that essence; thus, they only stand in need of a cause in their
origination, that is, going from nonexistence into existence. Indeed, they are
also explicit that effects do not need the Creator after their origination, and
they clarified this through a comparison with a builder and a building. In-
deed, the classical Ash‘aris criticized them for this, just as Ibn Sina did in the
Isharat wa’l-tanbihat, al-Najat, and al-Shifa. Thus, those post-classical scholars
generalized the statement that origination is the cause of dependence to all
classical mutakallimtin, and then they interpreted Ash‘ari’s motivation behind
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the denial of the persistence of accidents in accordance with that. The truth,
however, is that his view on accidents is based on contingency, and that is
because a substance is possible of persistence and possible of non-persistence,
and therefore, it stands in need of cause to determine its state in the subsequ-
ent moment. That determination must entail something additional to the subs-
tance itself, otherwise, the effect is redundant. That additional property must
be an accident, and since it is impossible for an accident to subsist in an acci-
dent, it is not possible for an accident to persist, because it is not receptive to
the property which entails persistence; meanwhile, it is possible for substan-
ces, because they can sustain accidents.

Keywords: Cause of dependence, contingency, possibility, origination,
classical Ash‘ari kalam, Mu ‘tazilism.
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