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ARABIC DIALECT SPOKEN IN MERSIN’S TARSUS DISTRICT
(AN ANALYSES WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF PRONOUNS AND VERBS
CONJUGATIONS)

Abstract

As a result of being a host to countless civilizations in the past, there are many
spoken languages today in Anatolia besides Turkish which is the official language. One of
these languages is Arabic which is spoken by Arabs, majority of whom have immigrated to
Cukurova as groups in the first quarter of the 19" century. Arabs living in Tarsus - Mersin
can generally be grouped into three major communities. First is Arab Alawites, who
constitute the majority group speaking Arabic and live mostly from the south of Adana —
Mersin Highway to the Mediterranean coasts. Other groups consist of Sunni and Christian
Arabs which have their own dialects. Arab Alawites were able to largely maintain their
own pristine language by means of speaking Arabic among themselves and giving
especially religious education to their youth orally. Sunni and Christian Arabs are not in
the same conditions in terms of understanding or speaking Arabic as Arab Alawites. In this
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study, semi-structured interview technique was used and Arab dialects spoken in Mersin’s
Tarsus district was discussed within the context of pronouns and verb conjugations which
plays an important role for classification of Arabic dialects. It’s found in this study that
Tarsus Arabs are speaking Syrian-Latakia (Suriye-Lazkiye) dialect, which is the place they
mostly emigrated from. Due to interaction between languages all these years, they adopted
some words or usages that are specific to Turkish phonologically and morphologically. A
new sub-category of Syrian Dialect has been built over these years that has elements
specific to Turkish, which is Tarsus Dialect.

Keywords: Tarsus Arabic dialect, Anatolian Arabic dialects, dialect, classical Arabic,
Arabs.

MERSIN’IN TARSUS ILCESINDE KONUSULAN ARAP DIYALEKTI
(ZAMIR VE FiiL CEKiMi BAGLAMINDA iNCELEME)

Oz

Gegmisten bu yana bircok medeniyete ev sahipligi yapmis olmasinin tabi bir
sonucu olarak Anadolu’da resmi dil olan Tiirk¢enin haricinde bir¢ok dil konusulmaktadir.
Bu dillerden biri, cogunlugu XIX. yilizyilin ilk ¢eyreginde gruplar halinde Cukurova’ya go¢
etmis Araplar tarafindan konusulmakta olan Arapgadir. Mersin’in Tarsus il¢esinde yasayan
Araplar1 genel olarak ii¢ grupta toplayabiliriz. ilk grup, genelde Adana-Mersin
karayolunun giineyinden Akdeniz sahillerine kadar olan bolgede yasamlarini idame ettiren
ve bolgede Arapga konusan gruplar igerisinde ¢ogunlugu teskil eden Alevi Araplardir.
Diger gruplar, Alevi Araplar disinda ge¢miste kendilerine has lehgeleri oldugu belirtilen
Siinni ve Hristiyan Araplardan olusmaktadir. Alevi Araplar, kendi aralarinda Arapca
konusmalart ve dini egitimlerini sozlii olarak Arapga yapmalar1 gibi sebeplerden dolay1
kendi dillerini biiylik 6l¢lide muhafaza edebilmislerdir. Stinni ve Hristiyan Araplarda ise
dili anlama ve konusmaya yonelik Alevi Araplara benzer bir durum s6z konusu degildir.
Bu calismada, yar1 yapilandirilmis goriisme teknigi kullanilarak Mersin’in Tarsus ilgesinde
konusulan Arap diyalekti, Arap dili lehgelerinin smiflandirilmasinda 6nemli bir rol
oynayan zamir ve fiil ¢ekimleri yoniinden ele alinmistir. Neticede, giiniimiizde Tarsus
Araplart tarafindan temelde Cukurova’ya goc ettikleri bolge olan Suriye-Lazkiye bolgesi
lehgesinin  konusuldugu goriilmistiir. Diller aras1 etkilesim sonucu siire¢ igerisinde
sesbilim ve bi¢cimbilim agisindan Tiirk¢ceye 6zgii bazi unsurlar lehceye dahil olmus ve
yerlesik Suriye lehgesinin alt kolu olarak igerisinde Tiirk¢eye 6zgii unsurlar barindiran
Suriye lehgesinin Tarsus agzi insa edilmistir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Tarsus Arap lehgesi, Anadolu Arap lehgeleri, lehge, fusha, Arap
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