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ABSTRACT:

Due to this fact that the Nagshbandi Tariq is also a social phenomenon, its political functions
are conspicuous and it has had a close attachment with the economy, Sufism in Kurdistan
could be evaluated beyond the viewpoint of the individualist clergy. the Kurdish political
movements passed the tekke and khangah (monastery) and Tarigat’s sheikhs have become
its leaders and supporters. Addressing the very fundamental question of how sheikhs of the
Nagshbandi Tarigat took advantage of the capacity of their active presence in the religious,
political, social and cultural mosaic of Kurdistan and turned it into a national movement is
the focus of the present article and the role of the Nagshbandi Tarigat in the development of
the movement. Barzan, as well. This article will attempt to analyze the social, cultural, intel-
lectual, political and economic layers and dimensions of the Nagshbandi Tarigah in the for-
mation of the Sheikh Barzan’s movement by presenting a historical report using the historical
research method and within the framework of the descriptive-analytical approach.

Key Words: Nagshbandiyyah, Kurdistan, Barzan’s Sheikhs, Mola Mostafa Barzani, Molana
Khalid Nagshbandi
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Extended Abstract:

Nagshbandiyyah is one of the most influential and vibrant Sufism schools of
Kurdistan. Despite what some people presume that Sufism in Kurdistan only deals
with a worldly, monastic-oriented and hermit mentality, Sufism in Kurdistan can be
measured beyond the perspective of individualistic clergy. In fact, Nagshbandiyya
school of thought is also a social phenomenon, its political functions are conspicu-
ous and it has had a close attachment with the economy.

It is daresay that Nagshbandi’s sheikhs were the spirit of the nationalist leaders
at the time, it cannot be said with certainty that they remained enclosed in the reli-
gious zone; Because almost all contemporary historians believe that the Kurdish po-
litical movements in the last 200 years passed the tekke and khangah (monastery)
and Tarigat’s sheikhs have become its leaders and supporters.

Addressing the very fundamental question of how sheikhs of the Nagshbandi
Tariqat took advantage of the capacity of their active presence in the religious, po-
litical, social and cultural mosaic of Kurdistan and turned it into a national move-
ment is the focus of the present article and the role of the Nagshbandi Tarigat in the
development of the movement. Barzan, as well.

This article will attempt to analyze the social, cultural, intellectual, political and
economic layers and dimensions of the Nagshbandi Tarigah in the formation of the
Sheikh Barzan’s movement by presenting a historical report using the historical re-
search method and within the framework of the descriptive-analytical approach.

A deep search in historical sources depicts that it was in the vacuum of local
Kurdish emirates that Nagshbandi Sufi formations could create solidarity and a reg-
ular network of relationships in the Kurdish society, so that their prominent sheikhs
could correspond and interacted with political authorities at the highest level as
well as be the top decision-makers in the social pyramid, or become leaders for the
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Kurdish political movements. Along with the religious affairs and rituals of the tar-
igat, a part of the political history of this tarigat was the diplomacy of its leaders and
sheikhs with the Ottoman rulers and Iranian kings.

In re-reading the written history of Sheikhs and religious leaders from Sheikh
Ubaidullah Nahri in 1880 to Sheikh Sa’eed Piran in 1925 and the Barzan line of
Sheikhs, we come across both the far-sighted friendship of the savior and imprison-
ment, exile, war, flight and execution of the leaders of the movements. So, it must
be accepted that the sheikhs of Kurdistan to a great extent were able to represent the
knowledge and awaken a new phase of the national independence movement in the
contemporary Kurdish history.
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