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The aim of this study was to expose the characteristics of medicolegal children autopsies of
childhood poisonings in Trabzon (Turkey), from 2009-2013, in order to contribute to the
available data on this topic. The cases were analyzed according to the following criteria: age
groups, sex, toxic substance category and origin. Children were divided into four age groups:
0-5 yr, 6-9 yr, 10-13 yr, and 14-18 yr. Major toxic substances were classified in five
categories as: carbon monoxide, insecticides, drugs, mushroom and snake venom. The most
common cause of fatal poisoning in children was carbon monoxide (64.5%, n=40), followed
by drugs (16.1%, n=10), insecticides (9.7%, n=6), mushroom (6.5%, n=4), and snake venom
(3.2%, n=2). Age range was 0 to 18 years (9.10+£5.77). The Statistical Package for Social

Sciences (SPSS) version 13 was used in data analysis.
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