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Abstract

The present study aims to reveal the aims and activities of the Education (Maarif) Club, which was
established by the Committee of Union and Progress in Kastamonu shortly after the declaration of
the Second Constitutional Monarchy (1908) in the Ottoman Empire. The re-declaration of the
Constitutional Monarchy after a long period of oppression led to the emergence of a liberal
atmosphere in the Ottoman country. In this process, the bans on the establishment of organizations
such as societies and associations came to an end. In this process, the attempts of the Committee
of Union and Progress to increase its influence in the country stand out. It is also known that the
members of the society attached great importance to educational activities in line with the
enlightenment of the people. By positioning themselves as guides in front of the public, the
members of the society used education as a tool to enlighten the public. In this direction, various
clubs were established by the Committee of Union and Progress in the center and provinces. One of
these was the Education Club established in Kastamonu. The purpose and activities of the Education
Club provide important information about the education policy pursued in the early years of the
Second Constitutional Monarchy, the ideology of the period, etc. From this point of view, this study
is important in terms of revealing what kind of a mission the Committee of Union and Progress
attributed to education, especially in the early years of the Second Constitutional Monarchy. While
examining a historical period, such local history studies will also fulfill many possible information
gaps in historical narratives created only through a particular center, event, or phenomenon. A
historical research method was used in the study. The data in the study were obtained by scanning
the Kastamonu Provincial Newspaper. The document analysis method was used to analyze the data.

Keywords: Committee of Union and Progress, Kastamonu, education club

Introduction

The social modernization drive that started with the Tanzimat Period in the Ottoman
Empire was continued in the following periods. The methods followed in this process changed
from time to time. Despite the methodological changes, education was emphasized as a way
to transform and save an empire. The scope of educational reform, which was shifted towards
the civilian sphere in the 1840s, was further expanded in the following years. During the
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educational reforms of the Tanzimat Period, the modern education system was grounded, and
during the reign of Abdiilhamid I, the reforms in question were tried to be expanded to cover
the entire Ottoman country (Kodaman, 1980).

As a result of the pressure of the opposition led by the Committee of Union and
Progress, which symbolized the Abdilhamid Il Period as a period of oppression, the
Constitution was put back into force in 1908. Thus began a new era in the Ottoman Empire
known as the Second Constitutional Monarchy. This period was a period in which qualitative,
as well as quantitative development, was aimed at the field of education (Ergiin, 2021).
Especially in this direction, it was aimed to create an elite group under the leadership of the
state in this period. Therefore, ideological education was prioritized throughout the Second
Constitutional Monarchy Period, and emphasis was placed on raising elites who would
enlighten the public (Bakir, 2008: 198). According to Hanioglu, the Committee of Union and
Progress inherited such a policy, which can be seen as populism, from previous periods
(Hanioglu, 1985: 609). The intellectual bureaucrats of the Reform Era made considerable
efforts to enlighten the public and use education as a tool for social change (Ciydem, 2017).
Likewise, the Committee of Union and Progress, as a society, attached great importance to
activities aimed at increasing its influence in society.

The declaration of the Second Constitutional Monarchy brought about a liberal
atmosphere in the country with the claim that the obstacles in front of the prohibitions were
removed. This increasingly liberal atmosphere in the Ottoman country paved the way for
various political and social organizations. In this process, many professional organizations
emerged. For instance, in the context of education, committees founded especially by
teachers have been the subject of some researchers. The studies of Akyiiz (1978; 1980);
Nurdogan (2007); Gindiz (2016); Pustu (2018) and Asci (2020) are the main studies that draw
attention to this context. In addition to the committees established by teachers, various
committees were also established by different groups related to education. Some of the aims
of the establishment of such societies were social progress, providing individuals with
technical knowledge and skills, ensuring development in fields such as art and agriculture, and
raising public awareness (Glindliz, 2016: 448). In this direction, in addition to official
educational institutions, various educational activities for the public were also emphasized. To
carry out such activities, members of the Committee of Union and Progress were able to
effectively organize political and social organizations formed under the umbrella of the
Committee. For example, clubs were established in Konya, Erzurum, Thessaloniki, Kayseri, and
many other regions (Aydin, 2008; Aydin, 2012: 808; Kapcli, 2010). As mentioned in the previous
lines, such clubs were organized and operated in line with certain objectives. For example, the
Progress and Education Committee founded in Kayseri aimed to establish private schools to
improve education (Kapci, 2010: 267). The fact that the aforementioned clubs, especially in
the provincial provinces, acted around certain common goals provides important clues about
the political and social goals of the Committee of Union and Progress. At this point, the
activities of the clubs formed within the organization draw attention. Kastamonu was one of
the provinces where the Committee of Union and Progress was organized (Yilmaz, 2020: 22).
The Education Club, one of the clubs established in Kastamonu under the umbrella of the
Committee of Union and Progress during the Second Constitutional Monarchy, constitutes the
subject of this study. The reason for such a study is that the news about public education in
the local press of Kastamonu, which | am researching, intensified with the declaration of the
Second Constitutional Monarchy compared to previous periods. In this direction, the study
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aims to reveal the aims and activities of the Education Club established in Kastamonu province
within the Committee of Union and Progress.

Method

Research Design

In this study, historical research design, one of the qualitative research methods, was
used. The historical research design aims to understand what happened in the past without
manipulating historical data (Fraenkel and Wallen, 2009: 532). Although these types of
research are partly called ethnographic research, the study in question did not analyze the
daily life of the period in detail as much as ethnographic research, so the written history
research design was applied.

Data Collection Tools

The data of the study were obtained by scanning the Kastamonu Provincial Newspaper
(KPN), which continued to be published during the Second Constitutional Monarchy Period
(1908-1923). As a result of this scanning, the first news about the Education Club in KPN is
dated 25 November 1908, while the last news is dated September 18, 1911. From September
1911 onwards, no news about the Education Club appeared in the newspaper. The mentioned
articles were first translated. The translations were checked by an expert in Ottoman Turkish.
These articles were adapted to contemporary Turkish and simplified in the text. In addition,
an archive search was also made regarding the Education Club in question. However, there is
no finding about the Kastamonu Education Club in the Ottoman archives. This study was
conducted through archival documents hence it does not require ethics committee approval.

Data Analysis

Document analysis technique was used in the data analysis of the research. The
document analysis technique, it is aimed to create relational structures by dividing the sources
called documents into codes and themes following the purpose of the researcher (Fraenkel
and Wallen, 2009: 471). Bogdan and Biklen (2007) and Yildirim and Simsek (2008) stated that
if the codes and themes are predetermined by interview questions, research questions, etc.,
this will be descriptive analysis. In the present study, since the themes were predetermined
based on the pedagogical perspectives that were practiced in the West during the 2nd
Constitutional Monarchy period, document analysis was conducted in the form of descriptive
analysis.

Miles and Huberman (2015) defined the data analysis process of qualitative research
as a matrix of interpretation. Within this matrix, it is advocated to carry out the processes in
steps. The steps of this matrix are codes and coding, examination and description, and drawing
conclusions and verification in the last step. In this study, the first step in data analysis was
codes and coding. The texts translated into Turkish were analyzed and the topics addressed
were grouped around certain codes. Thus, a code list emerged. These codes were also
analyzed by a different educational history expert. These codes are described in the findings
section of the text. The code list created by the expert was compared with the code list of the
researchers and the Kappa Concordance Index was obtained as .92, a coefficient indicating
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high concordance. In the last stage, these codes and their descriptions were re-examined and
conclusions were drawn based on the findings.

Findings

Establishment and Purpose of Kastamonu Education Club

The re-enactment of the Constitution in 1908 and the transition to constitutional rule
in the Ottoman Empire paved the way for the emergence of a liberal atmosphere in the
country. Especially during the two years following the declaration of the Second Constitutional
Monarchy, it is possible to follow the reflections of this atmosphere in the press of the period.
During this period, associations, which had not been allowed to be established for many years,
had the chance to organize more easily both in the capital and in the provinces. The
Committee of Union and Progress, which played an important role in the re-enactment of the
Constitution, was one of these associations. However, when the statute of the Committee of
Union and Progress in 1909 is taken into consideration, it is seen that the organization was
divided into two political and social. In the statute, the political aspect of the Union and
Progress is defined as a party. In terms of the social aspect, the mission of the organization
was stated as carrying out activities to raise the level of education of the people, promoting
agriculture, industry, and trade, and trying to make the Ottoman nation economically active
and intellectually free. In 1909, clubs to be established within the organization were
mentioned for the first time (Ciftci, 2015: 124). In the 1909 statute, the following issues were
highlighted as the duty of the clubs: a) to ensure unity among the members of the Committee
of Union and Progress without discrimination, b) to enlighten the ideas of each class of
individuals in line with their abilities and needs c) to support all kinds of useful initiatives and
to serve the progress of civilization (Tunaya, 1988: 70). Considering the purpose of the clubs,
it was emphasized that there would be no ethnic and religious differences among the people.
This emphasis shows that the Committee of Union and Progress adopted the ideology of
Ottomanism. According to Aksin, although the Committee of Union and Progress was a Turkist
organization, it had to appear Ottomanist in its program and discourse (Aksin, 1989: 35).

The first information about the Kastamonu Education Club was published in KPN dated
November 25, 1908. The news started as follows: “A letter has been sent to our printing house
from the committee of the education club, which we announced that it has been organized in
our city this time to serve the advancement of education”. The exact date of the club’s
establishment is not clear. The fact that the letter sent to the newspaper mentions that the
club committee had been visiting and inspecting the schools in the province for a week
indicates that the club was founded at least a week before November 25, 1908. In the letter
sent to the newspaper by the committee of the Education Club, it was stated that the purpose
of the club was to serve and strive for the advancement of education (“Maarif Kulibi”, 1908).1

The club, which had started accepting members after its establishment, was
considered necessary to be re-established in the following years. In 1909, according to a report
in KVG, mostly civil servants became members of the Education Club. The transfer of these

1 “Kulibimiiz mukaddes ittihad ve terakki cemiyetinin taht-i idare ve nezaretinde olmak ve cemiyet-i
muhteremenin tamim-i maarife hadim bir subesi bulunmak ve maarifimizin her tirli terakkiyat ve tamimine
maddi ve manevi hidmet ve sarf- mahasal gayret etmek”.
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members to different places due to their civil service led to failures in the club’s initiatives.
Thereupon, the Education Club was re-organized and re-established, this time with the
participation of the benevolent people of the city (“Maarif Gayret-l Umumiye”, 1909). After
the re-establishment of the Education Club, a directory was also published. In the 21-article
directory, the purpose of the club was defined as the advancement of education.

Kastamonu Education Club Membership

After the establishment of the Kastamonu Education Club, it was stated that educators
from the society or outside could be members of the club. In addition, eight members of the
society and teachers, principals, and assistant principals working in the schools within the
province were listed as natural members of the club (“Maarif Kulibd”, 1908). The 1909
statute of the Committee of Union and Progress also states that the clubs would be managed
by a committee consisting of a director, a deputy director, a treasurer, a clerk, a hafiz-1 kiitiib
(librarian), and two members (Tunaya, 1988: 71)2. Kastamonu Education Club also had an
administrative committee in line with the aforementioned statute. In 1909, after the
Kastamonu Education Club was re-established, it was stated that the club’s administrative
committee would consist of seven members. It was included in the charter that those who
would become members of the club would pay a fee of five kurus to the club chest. In the KPN
dated November 25, 1909, after praising the services of the Education Club, it was mentioned
that eighty percent of its members were civil servants. After thanking the civil servants, some
complaints were made about this situation. Not only civil servants but also philanthropists in
the city were asked to join the club (“Maarif Gayret-l Umumiye”, 1909). The fact that most
civil servants were members of the club reveals the hesitation of the public to participate in a
new organization at a time when the political regime was changing. This hesitation may have
resulted from the hesitancy of the public to participate in an organization with which political
connections could be established after a long period of oppression in the country.
Alternatively, it could be said that society failed to introduce and explain itself to the public.
In addition, the public was not yet closely involved in politics. This is one of the indicators of
the limited influence of society on the public outside the official channels. However, the
Committee of Union and Progress wanted the public to be more closely involved in politics
and to adopt the new form of government through clubs. Hiiseyin Cahid clearly expressed
such a desire in his article on the clubs established under the umbrella of the Committee of
Union and Progress: “It is a very important duty to awaken the peasants, porters, farmer, small
tradesmen, etc., all the Ottoman people and to accustom them to the constitutional regime”
(“Cemiyetin Kultpleri”, 1909).

After the Education Club was re-established, there was an increase in the number of
members of the club, but it was understood that the public was not very enthusiastic about
membership. As of December 13, 1909, the number of members of the club was sufficient
(“Kastamonu Maarif Kulibii”, 1909a). On January 17, 1910, in an article written in KPN about
the club, the number of members was shown as 80 (“ibtidai Mekteplerimiz”, 1910). The article
in question complained that the public was not as interested in the club membership as
expected. According to the article, “among the eighty members of the club, there are not even
twenty people from the local community. There are only two people from the merchant

2 The administrative committee of the club is as follows: Honorary president - Governor Hiisnii Beyefendi, Reis-
Reji manager Adil Bey, Member- Tahrirat director Ahmed Refet Bey, Member- Bidayet-i ceza chief Kamil Bey,
Member- Prosecutor Halid Bey, Member- Miinir Bey, a member of the council-administration, Clerk and
Member- Document Manager Abdullah Bey, The Electoral Clerk and Aza- Dr. Seyid Bey"
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sector. The rest are civil servants. This is a serious example of indifference in Kastamonu”
(“ibtidai Mekteplerimiz”, 1910). As Hanioglu observes, the members of the Committee of
Union and Progress were perhaps too optimistic about educating the public (Hanioglu, 1985:
611). For this reason, they positioned themselves as guides in front of the public, but it is seen
that they failed again. The public’s reluctance to receive education led to the kind of
reproaches in the newspaper article.

According to the news on the January 17, 1910, issue of the Kastamonu Provincial
Newspaper, the members of the club gathered at the military office and held re-election due
to the change in the positions of three people. In this election, the positions of some members
were changed (“Maarif Kullibi”, 17 Kanunusani 1910). It is understood that the number of
members increased in the following months. According to the news in KPN dated December
5, 19103, more than 100 members were registered to the club. As of that date, the club’s board
of directors was as follows:

The board of directors of the club is composed of the following members.
Chairman- Education Inspector Hiisnii Bey
Member- Abdul Bey, Mekteb-i Sultani History Instructor
Member- Mekteb-i Sultani Turkish Instructor Haci Ziya Efendi

Member- Minir Bey, one of the members of the Council of Administration of the
province

Member- Captain Mahmud Bey
Member- Treasurer Hafiz Hlisnl Bey

Member and Clerk - Chief Clerk of the Provincial Administrative Council Mehmed
Besim Efendi (“Maarif Kullibi”, 5 Kdnunuevvel 1910).

Activities of Kastamonu Education Club

In the 1909 statute of the Committee of Union and Progress, the activities to be carried
out by the clubs were mentioned. Accordingly, “clubs were obliged to carry out one or more
of the good deeds such as opening night classes in the appropriate season, patronizing a
school and trying to improve it, or organizing societies for the needy” (Article 44). The statute
also stipulated that "the clubs should endeavor, whenever possible, to make suggestions and
warnings in a way that would arouse the villagers’ love for the constitutional regime and
hatred for the oppression. For this purpose, it was stated that delegations would be sent to
villages from time to time” (Tunaya, 1998: 72).

Kastamonu Education Club acted in line with the said statute. The activities carried out
within the Kastamonu Education Club are as follows: Conferences, night classes, an inspection
of schools and aids, theater, and marksmanship. In addition, in the KPN of 1909, it was stated
that “to increase its capital, the Education Club would organize activities such as wrestling,
horse racing, engagement training, lottery, and staging some literary works for the
enlightenment of ideas and the beautification of morals” (“Maarif Gayret-l Umumiye”, 1909).
In this sense, the members of the Kastamonu Education Club gave importance to the

3 In this issue, the Gregorian date is given as the same as the previous issue. It is understood that the date in
qguestion was written incorrectly. Considering the Rumi and Hijri dates in the newspaper, the Gregorian date
should be 19 December 1910.
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enlightenment of the public on the one hand and to activities that would create financial
resources for the club on the other.

Conferences. The Committee of Union and Progress attached great importance to
organizing conferences to enlighten the public under the leadership of clubs, especially in the
first years of the Constitutional Monarchy. For example, in one of his articles, Hiiseyin Cahid
stated the following about the aims of the conferences organized by the clubs: “In these clubs,
conferences can be given occasionally in public meetings. Thus, the common people who find
a supporter for themselves become supporters of those who run that club. They believe that
it is a useful organization for the country and the homeland. They realize that there is a change
in the form of government. Whereas until now they had lived in disrespect and contempt, now
there is a committee that cares about them, thinks about them, and wants the best for them.
Once the peasants get used to this life, they embrace constitutionalism andsociety with all
their might. They will never give back the rights. ... Let’s make it possible to work in this way
and look for solutions” (Huseyin Cahid, 1909).

Among the activities of the Kastamonu Education Club were primarily “organizing
conferences whenever necessary to serve the enlightenment of ideas, reading important
speeches in this context, and delivering aid to villages and towns” (“Maarif Kuliibi”, 1908). In
the KPN dated February 22, 1909, it was written that “the Education Club would organize
conferences every week after Friday prayers at the Numune Terakki School”. According to the
information given in the newspaper, the first conference was held on Friday, February 19,
1909. The first speech at the conference was given by the club’s president, Major Ragib Bey,
who was the Senior Officer of War (Erkan-1 Harp). The topics addressed in the conferences
contain important clues about the ideology of the period, the understanding of education, and
the relationship between the ruler and the ruled. Another detail in Ragib Bey's speech is that
such conferences had been held in the Ottoman country for eight months. In his speech, he
stated that such conferences had previously been given by Armenian citizens in Kastamonu
and that they wanted to use the same method when they saw their usefulness (“Konferans”,
February 22, 1909). When the topics discussed in the conferences were categorized under
certain headings, the following table emerged.

Table 1

Main Topics Discussed in Kastamonu Education Club Conferences

Topics Covered in Conferences

Justice

The importance of moral education

The necessity of Westernization

The necessity of eradicating ignorance

The necessity of work and effort
Recommendations in the field of education
Teaching methods and teachers

The importance of education, other educational issues, and recommendations 13
State of backwardness

Liberty

The evils of oppression

The importance of unity

The importance of conferences

N WO R WN =

N OO W
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The importance of pre-school education 1
Industry, trade, agriculture, and production issues 5
The necessity of progress and its relationship with education 11
Love for the homeland 7

Speakers at these conferences are Senior Officer of War Major Ragib Bey, idadi School
Instructor Sadik Efendi, Chief of Staff Ahmed Refet Bey, Lieutenant Safvet Efendi, Appeal
Prosecutor Hasan Hami Bey Resid Bey from the Chief of Staff, Liitfi Efendi from the Chief of
Staff Mudarris Haci Mimin Efendi, Director of Education Tahir Resid Bey Deputy prosecutor,
Brigade commander Naci Pasha, Colonel Arif Bey, and idadi School Principal Mustafa Nezih
Bey.

When the texts of the conferences given by the Kastamonu Education Club are
analyzed, the main topic on the agenda of the speakers is education. A total of 13 people who
made speeches at the conferences included education on their agenda. Since it was also the
field of activity of the club, the texts of the speeches tried to establish a relationship between
education and other topics. According to Ragib Bey, “education was the first and foremost
means that will save people from misery and lead them to salvation” (“Konferans”, February
22, 1909). In his speech, Resid Bey discussed education as “a tool that leads to happiness and
guidance” (“Maarif Kulibi Tarafindan”, 1909). He also referred to the link between education
and progress. Many other speakers made similar statements.

Progress was the most frequently mentioned topic by the speakers in these
conferences and was related to other topics. A total of 11 speakers addressed the subject of
progress at the conferences. Hasan Hami Bey stated that “there is no one who does not desire
progress and that the work in this direction should be started primarily in the field of
education” (“Maarif Hakkinda Yazi”, 1909). According to Resid Bey, “the more widely
education is spread in a country, the greater the progress and civilization. Especially in
agriculture, the difficulties in agriculture would decrease” (“Maarif Kullibi Tarafindan”, 1909).
According to Lutfi Efendi, “the most important tool on the road to progress and civilization is
education” (“Lutfi Efendi’nin Nutku”, 1909). Ragib Bey, on the other hand, made a connection
between morality and progress in his speech. According to him, “first and foremost, being
successful in the beautification of morality and conscience means taking the first step towards
progress” (“Konferans”, 22 Subat 1909). Ahmed Refet Bey mentioned the connection between
union and progress: “Let us always appreciate union and consider it sacred. Let us start with
unity as the first step in progress” (“Konferans”, March 1, 1909). Safvet Bey saw the Education
Club as a very important step towards progress and civilization (“Terakki Konusunda Yaz”,
1909).

One of the topics covered in the conferences organized by the Education Club was the
evils of tyranny. In 1908, the transition to a constitutional rule created a liberal atmosphere in
the country. In this process, the reign of Abdulhamid Il was characterized as a period of
oppression. According to the members of the Committee of Union and Progress, the reason
for the backwardness in the country was oppression. For example, according to Litfi Efendi,
one of the speakers at the conferences, “the oppression disrupted the foundations of the
education system and led the people to ignorance”. According to him, “the era of oppression
had ruined the education system and led the people to ignorance. Fortunately, that unlucky
period has now passed away and freedom and justice have once again enlightened the world”
(“Istibdat Konulu Yazi”, 1909). According to Tahir Resid Efendi, “the era of oppression put a
barrier in front of the ideas of the nation. So much so that it was not possible to make even
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the slightest judgment about the past or to speak about the homeland. However, now the
importance of oratory has increased. The importance of oratory in reaching civilization has
been understood" (“Hitabet Konulu Yazi”, 1909). Again, according to Naci Pasha, “oppression
deprived the Ottomans of civilization” (“Naci Pasa’nin Nutku”, 1909. These statements signal
that the members of the club would take responsibility for eliminating the ignorance of the
people. According to them, enlightening the public would be led by the Committee of Union
and Progress. Kazim Karabekir, who was a member of the Committee of Union and Progress
for a period, considered the Committee of Union and Progress as a society founded by young
people who saw that arbitrary rule was continuing, ignorance was increasing, and the people
had lost their identity (Karabekir, 1995: 28).

One of the topics emphasized by the speakers at the conferences was the necessity of
work and effort. In the first lecture given by Ragib Bey, the importance of work and effort was
emphasized. In this speech, Ragib Bey emphasized the necessity of working for the Ottoman
homeland and its citizens. According to him, “We should work for our homeland and our
citizens, not for ourselves. A person who works for this cause must be sure that he is also
working for himself because we all have a share in this land. How can it be acceptable for a
person who loves his homeland to be a spectator from afar, leaving the work to be done by
the government or other people? All of us should run like lightning from one path to one point,
to one goal” (“Konferans”, February 22, 1909). Again, according to him, science and education
are very important. But one should not expect everything from the Ministry of Education.
Some effort should be made as individuals (“Konferans”, February 22, 1909). The
Constitutionalist cadres of the Constitutional Monarchy Period believed that the hard work
and effort of each individual constituting the society would bring about progress, and thus
social progress. In the conferences, a relationship was established between patriotism and
work. In the context of the Ministry of Education, it was emphasized that the guidance of the
state could only go so far, and in this sense, individual responsibility and citizenship awareness
were intended to be conveyed to the public. What the constitutional regime expected from
its citizens was to transform into “individuals” who regulated their behavior under the
guidance of reason (Ustel, 2020: 177).

Another issue discussed at the conferences was the importance of unity.
Understandably, this issue was on the agenda in an empire that had been dealing with
nationalist revolts for many years and had lost territory because of this. At the time of the
Constitutional Monarchy, the Ottoman Empire was a multi-ethnic and multi-religious empire.
Therefore, the maintenance of unity and integrity among the people that made up the empire
was of utmost importance. According to Nezih Bey, who touched upon this issue in his speech,
“There is no difference between the sons of the Ottomans as the sons of the same mother
and father, that is, the sons of Adam. Whatever success has been achieved before is all thanks
to unity. The blessings brought by the Constitutional Monarchy and freedom are all thanks to
unity” (“ittihad Konulu Yazi”, 1909). Ragib Bey, on the other hand, sees unity as a force. And
as Ottomans, he mentions that they are in great need of this power. He says, “Let us work to
fulfill this need” and mentions that the time is very suitable for this (“Konferans”, February 22,
1909). Ahmed Refet Bey sees unity as a blessing. He mentions that tribes without unity could
not continue their existence (“Konferans”, March 1, 1909). The discourses around the concept
of unity also provide information about the ideology of the society at the time. Especially for
a few years after the declaration of the Second Constitutional Monarchy, it can be said that
the ideology of Ottomanism was emphasized. In this sense, the members of the society argued

Turkish History Education Journal, October 2022, 11(2), 211-226 219




An example of the efforts of the Committee of Union and Progress to enlighten the public:

that all people in the Ottoman country should enjoy equal rights (Kerimoglu, 2007: 133). It is
seen that the laws enacted during this period also served the same purpose* (Ahmad, 1999:
83).

Love of homeland was also among the primary topics covered in the conferences. In
his speech, Sadik Efendi stated that “rather than being the son of a pasha, a bey or a master,
one should be a son of good manners, knowledge, and virtue”. According to him, “being the
son of a pasha or a bey is not important for a person to mature. The important thing is to be
well-mannered, knowledgeable, and virtuous. And this is how it should be. If this knowledge,
decency, and virtue spread to the general public, it will reflect its light like the sun in every
village and every house. Thus, children of pashas and gentlemen who will serve the homeland
and the nation will grow up. The homeland will become a paradise on earth” (“ittihad Konulu
Yazi”, 1909). According to Arif Bey, the club members gathered every week for the salvation
of the homeland. According to him, “the previous era (Abdiilhamid Il) would have done
everything to prevent even two people from speaking out for the salvation of the homeland.”
(Maarif Kullibti Tarafindan”, 1909).

In addition to these, it is observed that every speaker associated the topic with
education, and many of them made educational suggestions. For example, the opening of a
preschool education institution in Kastamonu, the importance of primary education, the
appointment of teachers for the Mekteb-i Sanayi, teaching methods, and moral education are
some of the topics that the speakers emphasized under the title of education.

School Inspections and Aids. One of the fields of activity of the Kastamonu Education
Club was school visits, inspections, and aids within the province. In 1908, immediately after
the establishment of the club, the club delegation visited the idadi, riisdiye, and ibtidai schools
in the province one by one. During these visits, which were in the nature of inspections, they
tried to eliminate the material and moral deficiencies they saw in the schools. In every school
they visited, they gave inspiring speeches and tried to please the hearts of the children of the
motherland by treating them well (“Maarif Kuliibi”, 1908).

In the following periods, the club delegation continued to visit schools. According to
the news dated November 22, 1909, in KPN, the club delegation visited the Feyziyye Ibtidai
School. During this visit, they distributed elif-ba volumes, pamphlets, and paper and stone
plates to children in need (“Maarif Gayret-l Umumiye”, 1909). Later on, according to the news
dated December 13, 1909, Ahmed Refet, Adil, Miinir and Abdil Beys from the Education Club
delegation visited the Girls’ Mekteb-i Sanayi. During this visit, they took the names of the poor
girls from the instructor and had winter cardigans made for thirteen of them with the
materials they brought from the bazaar, and Six girls, whose feet were black and blue from
the cold because they did not have socks, were provided with cotton and thick socks, and
eleven students were provided with shoes (“Maarif Kuliiblinun Tesebbisat”, 1909). They also
realized that the school needed a sewing machine. So they invited the Kastamonu branch
manager of the Singer Company and procured a new type of sewing machine called “Anavata”,
which could do embroidery work extremely quickly, and sent it to the school. The cost of the
machine was covered by the income of the provincial printing house. They also promised to
bring an instructor from Istanbul to the school (“Maarif Kuliibinin Tesebbiisat”, 1909).

4 Some of these laws are; “Public Meetings Law, Press and Broadcasting Organizations Law, Law on the
Conscription of Non-Muslim Citizens, Associations Law”.
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One of the schools visited was the idadi School. During this visit, club members
examined the condition of the students, food, dormitories, and classrooms. During their visit,
they saw that eight students did not have socks on their feet and provided them with socks
(“Kastamonu Maarif Kullibi”, November 20, 1909). Later in the same week, they visited
Numune-l Tatbikat, Sinanbey, Yarinci, Feyziye, and Nasrullah ibtidai schools and gave
textbooks free of charge to students in need (“Kastamonu Maarif Kulib{”, 20 Kanunuevvel
1909).

Brigadier Naci Pasha, Director of Tahrirat Ahmed Refet Bey, and Abdul Bey, Director of
Documents, from the Education Club delegation visited Greek and Armenian zlikur (boys) and
inas (girls) schools. They found that the Elif-ba volumes in the hands of the children did not
enable them to be taught with the usul-i cedid, so they decided to give them new Elif-ba
volumes. They were especially pleased with the organization and diligence they saw in the
Armenian nursery school. After they visited the Greek Inas School, they visited the Progressive
Education Club upon the invitation of the Greek youth. There they listened to a speech by
Yovanni Bey, one of the executive committees of the club. Afterward, a delegation of young
citizens performed music and national anthems. The way the Greek citizens welcomed the
delegation, and their activities were appreciated (“Maarif Kuliibi”, 17 Kanunusani 1910). The
details of this visit by the members of the Education Club contain important clues about the
ideology of the period. It is noteworthy that the term “our citizens” was frequently used for
Greek and Armenian students during the visit. This emphasizes the loyalty of different ethnic
peoples within the empire to the state through the bond of citizenship. It is also stated in the
literature that the Unionists aimed to implement a common education based on the policy
known as “Ottomanism” (Kerimoglu, 2007: 142; Ascl, 2020: 496). Throughout the years of the
Second Constitutional Monarchy, the homeland was sacralized, the love for the homeland
wanted to be engraved in the hearts, and citizens wanted to be raised in this direction. Policies
in this direction continued to be among the goals of various associations and organizations
established in the later years of the Second Constitutional Monarchy (Celebi & Asan, 2014:
267).

Night Lessons. One of the activities carried out by the Education Club was night classes.
According to the news dated December 16, 1908, in KPN, night classes started at Nasrullah
Ibtidai School after auspicious prayers were made with the club committee, ulema, and some
people from various classes (“Gece Dersleri”, 1908).> It was stated that this tradition started
in the time of Resid Pasha and that it was of great importance for the political life and social
life of the country. However, this tradition was lost in time. To prevent the collapse of the
state in the current period, it was stated that the level of knowledge of the people should be
raised.

The number of participants in the night classes organized by the Education Club in the
large hall of the Numune-i Tatbikat School in Kastamonu reached two hundred over time.
Participants were divided into classes according to their literacy status. Those who had never
seen a classroom, or a school were able to read and write thanks to the night classes (“Gece
Dersleri Daruttedris”, 1911). Club members took the initiative to enlighten the public through
activities such as night classes. A newspaper article a week later mentioned that the education

5 “Maarif Kuliibii tarafindan esnafa zarurat-1 diniyeye ve mesail-i saire-i lazimeye dair gece dersleri verilmesi
bittasvib icra edilen tertib {izerine Nasrullah Mekteb-i ibtidaisi dairesinde kuliip heyetiyle beraber ulemadan ve
sinif-1 saireden bazi zevat hazir oldugu halde davet-i hayriyye bad‘el-eda (yapildiktan sonra) emr-i tedrisata
besmele-kes ibtida olundugu kemal-i mesarla istihbar kilinmistir”.
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of those attending the night classes was satisfactory and that the governor had even visited
the classes in question (“Gece Dersleri”, 1911). Activities such as night classes appear to be
one of the attempts of the Committee of Union and Progress to popularize education among
the public. The members of the Society endeavored to provide education to large masses of
people through such non-formal education activities.

Theater. After the Education Club was re-established, it was stated that various
organizations would be organized to increase the club's revenues. The first of these, the
theater, was held at Emin Aga's coffee house. In this theater, Abdiilhak Hamid Bey’s Hosnik®
was staged.

Although the Education Club sees theater as a tool that provides financial resources to
the club, the theater is one of the fields that developed during the Second Constitutional
Monarchy Period. A close connection can be established between the works exhibited in this
period and the targeted public enlightenment. Especially after the period of oppression
identified with Abdilhamid Il, many works of theatre on various subjects were written and
staged during the Second Constitutional Monarchy (Tére, 2008).

Shooting. In addition to the theater, in Emin Aga’s coffee house, a shooting range was
established with air rifles and pistols imported from Europe. A rifle or a pistol was shot for five
dollars (“Kastamonu Maarif Kuliib(”, 13 Kanunuevvel 1909).

Conclusion

The year 1908, which opened the doors of a new era in the Ottoman Empire, brought
about a change in the relations between the ruler and the ruled. With the transition to the
constitutional government for the second time in the Ottoman Empire, the new approaches
of the group that wanted to hold on to power (the Committee of Union and Progress) came
to the fore in the relationship between the people and the government. The clubs established
all over the country under the leadership of the Committee of Union and Progress were one
of these approaches. The members of the society, who had the opportunity to organize freely,
took serious steps towards the enlightenment of the people in different parts of the country.
They believed that the people needed to be enlightened to save the empire. And in doing so,
they aimed to make the people adopt the new regime and their ideology. Because in this way,
they believed that they could keep the power in their hands by gaining the support of the
public (Bakir, 2008: 199). In the process, education was used as an important tool for the
targeted social order.

Union and Progress Clubs are generally defined as the organizational units that the
society placed within the society and operated in the fields of social, cultural, and solidarity
(Aydin, 2012: 807). Although they varied from region to region, the clubs established in
different fields within the society took care to be in close contact with the public through their
members. It has been emphasized in the literature that the Committee of Union and Progress
wanted to perpetuate its ideological arguments on the political scene through such
organizations (Usta, 2018: p. 52). However, this policy is not only on the political stage but

51t is not among the works of Abdiilhak Hamid. It has been stated that this work belongs to Ali Kerhan and that
it is the first verse theater work after the works of Abdilhak Hamid. Bkz. Bilga, 1941: 164.
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also one of the ways to increase the influence of a society that has tied its legitimacy to social
support. For these reasons, it was stated that the members of the Committee of Union and
Progress wanted to popularize education among the public through societies that provided
closer contact with the public (Kapci, 2010: 262). Of course, the only aim here was not only to
spread education but also to enlighten the public and ensure the legitimacy of the new regime.
In this sense, the members of the Committee of Union and Progress thought that the people
should be educated for the constitutional government to achieve its goal (Petrosyan, 2015:
285). The propaganda of the new period that started with the declaration of the Constitutional
Monarchy in 1908 was made by giving great hope to the people in the form of “relying on the
people, bringing happiness to the people, living fraternally, etc.” (Erglin, 2021: 27). Founded
in 1908, Kastamonu Education Club was also a product of this approach. However, it does not
seem to have been possible to guide the public, especially in educational initiatives. In this
sense, in the news about the Kastamonu Education Club, it was noteworthy that most of the
members of the club were from the civil servant sector.

As mentioned, when the activities carried out by the Kastamonu Education Club are
taken into consideration, it can be understood that the primary aim was to enlighten the
public and familiarize them with the new regime. Especially the speeches at the conferences,
one of the activities in question, reveal the perspective of a group that had gradually taken
power under their control towards the public. Moreover, the texts of the speeches provide
important indications about the method to be followed for the enlightenment of the public.
As the name of the club suggests, education in particular was instrumentalized for the
enlightenment of the public and, in this sense, perhaps for the social progress targeted. It was
revealed that education constituted the most important field of activity among the activities
of the Union and Progress clubs established throughout the country (Aydin, 2012: 812). It was
stated that the members of the society wanted to educate the public, teach them the laws
and direct the society towards the line of social development that they believed to be correct
(Uyanik, 2009: 70). When the texts of the conferences organized by the Kastamonu Education
Club are analyzed, it is seen that they had a high level of belief that the public could realize
the truth through education. The members of the Kastamonu Education Club delegation
associated many topics with education in line with the targeted social progress both during
school visits and in the conferences given under the umbrella of the club. In particular, issues
such as the adoption of the new regime, the denunciation of the old regime, the raising of
citizenship awareness, the adoption of values, and the continuation of unity and integrity
among the Ottoman people were especially touched upon in the conferences. The members
of the club positioned themselves as the pioneers of public enlightenment through
educational activities such as conferences and night classes. At this point, they advocated
equality among the people that made up the Ottoman society and attached great importance
to freedom.

It is seen that the other activities carried out by the Kastamonu Education Club were
night classes, school inspection assistance, theater, and marksmanship. Although other
activities that would provide financial resources to the club, such as horse racing, were also
mentioned in the KPN, it is not known whether they were realized or not. Night classes and
theater are also among the activities organized to enlighten the public and spread education
among the people. It is seen that the Committee of Union and Progress, which attached great
importance to education, made important decisions on educational issues such as night
classes at its congress in Thessaloniki in 1910 (Asci, 2020: 496). This situation also shows us

Turkish History Education Journal, October 2022, 11(2), 211-226 223




An example of the efforts of the Committee of Union and Progress to enlighten the public:

that the Kastamonu Education Club was a part of the educational policy carried out by the
Committee of Union and Progress during the period under study. A similar situation exists in
the ideological approach of the Committee of Union and Progress in the field of education. It
was stated that the Committee of Union and Progress carried out its centralization policies in
line with the idea of “Ittihad-1 Osmani” (Unity of Ottoman) (Aydogdu, 2021: 62). In this sense,
the importance of unity and patriotism was emphasized especially in conferences and school
visits within the Kastamonu Education Club. This is the reflection of the ideological approach
of the Committee of Union and Progress in a provincial city.
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Oz

Bu calismanin amaci, Osmanh imparatorlugu’nda Il. Mesrutiyet’in ilanindan (1908) kisa bir siire
sonra ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti tarafindan Kastamonu’da tesis edilen Maarif Kuliibiiniin amag ve
faaliyetlerini ortaya koymaktir. Uzun bir istibdat doneminin ardindan Mesrutiyet’in yeniden ilani
Osmanli tlkesinde 6zglrliik¢li bir atmosferin ortaya ¢ikmasini saglamistir. Bu siirecte cemiyet ve
dernek gibi 6rgiitlenmelerin kurulmasina yénelik yasaklar son bulmustur. Bu siirecte ittihat ve
Terakki Cemiyetinin Ulke i¢inde nlfuzunu artirma yolunda girisimleri gbze carpmaktadir. Ayrica
cemiyet Uyelerinin halkin aydinlanmasi dogrultusunda egitimsel faaliyetleri olduk¢a 6nemsedikleri
bilinmektedir. Cemiyet lyeleri halkin 6niinde onlara yol gdsteren birer rehber niteliginde kendilerini
konumlandirarak egitimi halki aydinlatmada bir ara¢ olarak kullanmislardir. Bu dogrultuda ittihat ve
Terakki Cemiyeti tarafindan merkezde ve tasrada ¢esitli kullipler olusturulmustur. Bunlardan birisi,
Kastamonu’da kurulan Maarif Kulibiidir. Maarif Kulibiiniin amaci ve faaliyetleri Il. Mesrutiyet’in ilk
yillarinda izlenen egitim politikasi, dénemin ideolojisi vb. konular hakkinda 6nemli bilgiler
sunmaktadir. Bu noktadan hareketle bu calisma, ézellikle Il. Mesrutiyet’in ilk yillarinda ittihat ve
Terakki Cemiyeti’'nin egitime nasil bir misyon yiikledigini ortaya koymasi agisindan énemlidir. Bu tiir
yerel tarih calismalari tarihsel bir dénemi incelerken sadece belli bir merkez, olay veya olgu
Uzerinden olusturulan tarihsel anlatilardaki bircok olasi bilgi boslugunu da dolduracaktir. Calismada
tarihsel arastirma yontemi kullaniimistir. Calismadaki veriler Kastamonu Vilayet Gazetesi'nin
taranmasi yoluyla elde edilmistir. Verilerin analizinde dokiiman incelemesi yontemi kullaniimistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti, Kastamonu, maarif kuliibi

Giris

Osmanli imparatorlugu’nda Tanzimat Dénemi ile baslayan toplumsal modernlesme
hamlesi sonraki donemlerde de devam ettirilmistir. S6z konusu siirecte izlenen yontemlerde
zaman zaman degisiklikler olmustur. Egitim, yontemsel degisikliklere ragmen imparatorlugu
donidstirmenin ve kurtarmanin yolu olarak 6nemsenmistir. 1840’ yillarda sivil alana dogru
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kaydirilan egitim islahatinin kapsami ilerleyen yillarda daha da genisletilmistir. Tanzimat
Donemi egitim 1slahati slirecinde modern egitim sistemi temellendirilmis, 1l. Abdilhamid
Donemi’nde s6z konusu islahat tim Osmanl (lkesini kapsayacak sekilde genisletiimeye
cahsiimistir (Kodaman, 1980).

ikinci Abdiilhamid Dénemi’ni istibdat ile simgelestiren ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti
onculigindeki muhalefetin baskisi sonucu 1908 vyilinda Kanun-i Esasi tekrar yurirlige
konulmustur. Béylece Osmanli imparatorlugu’nda Il. Mesrutiyet olarak bilinen yeni bir dénem
baglamistir. Bu doénem, egitim alaninda nicel oldugu kadar nitel anlamda da gelisimin
hedeflendigi bir siirec olmustur (Ergiin, 2021). Ozellikle bu dogrultuda sdz konusu dénemde
devletin onculiginde elit (segkin) bir zimre yaratilmak amaglanmistir. Bundan dolayi da Il.
Mesrutiyet Donemi boyunca ideolojik egitim 6n planda tutularak halki aydinlatacak seckinlerin
yetistirilmesine dnem verilmistir (Bakir, 2008: 198). Hanioglu’na gore; ittihat ve Terakki,
halkgilhk olarak goérebilecegimiz boyle bir politikayi, 6nceki donemlerden miras almistir
(Hanioglu, 1985: 609). Nitekim halki aydinlatma ve egitimi toplumsal degisim araci olarak
kullanma yoniinde Tanzimat Doénemi aydin birokratlari epeyce caba gostermistir (Ciydem,
2017). Ayni sekilde ittihat ve Terakki de cemiyet olarak toplum igerisinde niifuzunu artirmaya
yonelik faaliyetlere olduk¢a 6nem vermistir.

ikinci Mesrutiyetin ilani yasaklarin éniindeki engellerin kaldirildigi iddiasiyla tilkede
ozgurlikgl bir atmosferi beraberinde getirmistir. Osmanh Ulkesinde artan bu 6zglrlikgu
atmosfer gesitli siyasi ve toplumsal 6rglitlenmelerin 6ninl agmistir. Bu sliregte bircok mesleki
orgiitlenmeler ortaya ¢ikmistir. Ornegin, egitim baglaminda 6zellikle 6gretmenler tarafindan
kurulan cemiyetler bazi arastirmacilar tarafindan konu edinilmistir. Akytz (1978; 1980);
Nurdogan’in (2007); Glindiz’'Gn (2016); Pustu’nun (2018) ve Asci’'nin (2020) calismalari bu
baglamda dikkat ceken baslica arastirmalardir. Ogretmenlerin kurmus oldugu cemiyetler
disinda egitimle ilgili farkh gruplar tarafindan da gesitli cemiyetler kurulmustur. Bu tir
cemiyetlerin kurulmasindaki amaglardan bazilari; toplumsal ilerleme, bireylere teknik bilgi ve
beceri kazandirmak, sanat ve tarim gibi alanlarda gelisimi saglamak ve halki bilin¢clendirmektir
(Glnduz, 2016: 448). Bu dogrultuda resmi egitim kurumlarinin yani sira halka yonelik cesitli
egitimsel faaliyetlere de énem verilmistir. Bu tiir faaliyetleri yiriitebilmek adina ittihat ve
Terakki mensuplari, cemiyet ¢atisi altinda olusturulan siyasi ve toplumsal 6rglitlenmeleri etkin
bicimde organize edebilmislerdir. Ornegin, Konya’da, Erzurum’da, Selanik’te, Kayseri’de vb.
baska bircok bolgede cemiyet blinyesinde kullpler kurulmustur (Aydin, 2008; Aydin, 2012:
808; Kapci, 2010). Bu tiur kullipler Onceki satirlarda bahsedildigi gibi belli amaclar
dogrultusunda organize edilmis ve faaliyet yiriitmuslerdir. Ornegin Kayseri’de kurulmus olan
Terakki ve Maarif Cemiyeti egitimin gelistirilmesiicin 6zel okullar kurmayi hedeflemistir (Kapci,
2010: 267). Ozellikle tasra vilayetlerinde bahsedilen kuliiplerin belli basl ortak amaglar
etrafinda hareket etmesi ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti’nin siyasi ve toplumsal hedefleri hakkinda
onemli ipuclarini barindirmaktadir. Bu noktada cemiyet bilinyesinde olusturulan kuliiplerin
faaliyetleri dikkat cekmektedir. Bahsedilen dogrultuda ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti’'nin
orgltlendigi vilayetlerden birisi de Kastamonu’dur (Yilmaz, 2020: 22). Il. Mesrutiyet yillarinda
ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti catisi altinda Kastamonu’da kurulmus kuliiplerden birisi olan Maarif
KulGbi calismanin konusunu olusturmaktadir. Boyle bir calismanin yapilmasinin sebebi ise
taramasini yapmakta oldugum Kastamonu yerel basininda halkin egitimine yonelik haberlerin
onceki donemlere nazaran Il. Mesrutiyetin ilani ile birlikte yogunlasmasidir. Bunun
sebeplerinin neler olabilecegi merak konusu olmustur. Bu dogrultuda ¢alismanin amaci, ittihat
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ve Terakki Cemiyeti blinyesinde Kastamonu vilayetinde kurulan Maarif Kuliblnin amacglarini
ve faaliyetlerini ortaya koymaktir.

Yontem

Arastirmanin Deseni

Bu calismada nitel arastirma yontemlerinden tarihsel arastirma deseni kullanilmistir.
Tarihsel arastirma deseninde tarihi veri manipile edilmeden ge¢miste ne oldugunu anlamak
amaglanir (Fraenkel ve Wallen, 2009: 532). Bu tarz arastirmalar kismen etnografik arastirma
olarak adlandirilsa da s6z konusu calismada etnografik arastirmalar kadar dénemin giindelik
hayatina yonelik ayrintili analizler yapilmayacagindan yazili tarih arastirmasi deseni
uygulanmistir.

Veri Toplama Araglari

Arastirmanin verileri, Il. Mesrutiyet Donemi’nde (1908-1923) yayimlanmaya devam
etmis olan Kastamonu Vilayet Gazetesi (KVG) taranarak elde edilmistir. S6z konusu tarama
sonucunda Maarif Kultib ile ilgili KVG’deki ilk haberin yer aldigi tarih 25 Tegrinisani 1908 iken
son haberin tarihi ise 18 Eylil 1911’dir. 1911’in Eylll ayindan itibaren Maarif KulGbd ile ilgili
bir haber gazetede yer almamistir. Bahsedilen yazilarin énce cevirisi yapiimistir. Yapilan
ceviriler, Osmanli Tiirkgesi alaninda bir uzmana kontrol ettirilmistir. S6z konusu yazilar metin
icerisinde glinimiz Tlrkgesine uyarlanarak ve sadelestirilerek verilmistir. Ayrica s6z konusu
Maarif Kultubi ile ilgili arsiv taramasi da yapilmistir. Ancak Osmanl arsivinde Kastamonu
Maarif Kultbd ile ilgili bir bulguya rastlanilmamistir. Arsiv belgeleri lGzerinden yiritilen bu
calisma etik kurul onayi gerektirmemektedir.

Verilerin Analizi

Arastirmanin veri analizinde dokliiman analizi teknigi kullanilmistir. Dokiiman analizi
tekniginde dokiiman olarak adlandirilan kaynaklar arastirmacinin amacina uygun bir sekilde
kod ve temalara ayrilarak iliskisel yapilarin olusturulmasi amaclanir (Fraenkel ve Wallen, 2009:
471). Bogdan ve Biklen (2007) ve Yildirim ve Simsek (2008) kod ve temalarin goériisme sorulari,
arastirma sorusu vb. durumlarla 6nceden belirlenmesi durumunda bunun betimsel analiz
olacagini belirtmislerdir. S6z konusu arastirmada da temalar, Il. Mesrutiyet doneminde
ozellikle Bati'da uygulanmakta olan pedagojik bakis acilarindan hareketle 6nceden belirlendigi
icin arastirmada dokiiman analizi, betimsel analiz seklinde yapilmistir.

Miles ve Huberman (2015) nitel arastirmalarin veri analizi strecini bir anlamlandirma
matrisi olarak tanimlamistir. Bu matris icerisinde islemlerin basamaklar halinde yuritilmesi
savunulur. Bu matrisin basamaklari kodlar ve kodlama, inceleme ve betimleme ve son
basamakta sonuc ¢ikarma ve dogrulamadir. Bu calismada verilerin analizinde birinci basamak
kodlar ve kodlama sirecidir. Turkceye cevrilmis metinler incelenerek ele alinan konular belli
kodlar etrafinda toplanmistir. Boylece kod listesi ortaya ¢cikmistir. Bu kodlar farkh bir egitim
tarihi uzmani tarafindan da incelenmistir. Bu kodlar metin icerisinde bulgular kisminda
betimlenmistir. Uzmanin olusturdugu kod listesiyle arastirmacilarin kod listesi karsilastiriimis
ve Kappa Uyum indeksi .92 gibi yiiksek uyumu gosteren bir katsay! elde edilmistir. Son
asamada bu kodlar ve betimlemeleri yeniden incelenmis ve elde edilen bulgulardan hareketle
sonuclar cikarilmistir.
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Bulgular

Kastamonu Maarif Kuliibiiniin Kurulugu ve Amaci

Osmanli imparatorlugu’nda Kanun-1 Esasi’nin 1908 vyilinda yeniden yirirliige
konulmasi ile mesruti yonetime gecis Ullkede Ozglrlliikcii atmosferin olusmasina zemin
hazirlamistir. Ozellikle Il. Mesrutiyetin ilanini izleyen iki yil boyunca ulkedeki séz konusu
atmosferin yansimalarini ddnemin basinindan takip edebilmek mimkiindir. Bu sliregte uzun
yillar kurulmasina izin verilmemis olan cemiyetler gerek baskent gerekse tasrada daha rahat
bicimde tegkilatlanma sansini elde etmislerdir. Kanun-1 Esasi’'nin yeniden yurirlige
konulmasinda énemli rol oynayan ittihat ve Terakki de bu cemiyetlerden birisidir. Ancak 1909
yilinda ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti tizigii dikkate alindiginda cemiyetin siyasi ve ictimai olarak
ikiye ayrildig goriilmektedir. Tiiziikte siyasi yoniiyle ittihat ve Terakki bir firka (parti) olarak
belirtilmistir. ictimai agidan ise teskilatin goérevi, halkin egitim seviyesini yikseltecek
faaliyetlerde bulunmak, ziraat, sanayi ve ticareti tesvik etmek ve Osmanh milletini iktisaden
faal ve fikren hiir hale getirmeye ¢alismak olarak belirtilmistir. 1909 yilinda ilk defa cemiyet
blinyesinde kurulacak kuliplerden bahsedilmistir (Cift¢i, 2015: 124). 1909 tliziiginde
kuliiplerin gérevi olarak su hususlar 6n plana cikarilmistir: a) ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyetine
mensup fertler arasinda fark gézetmeksizin birligi saglama, b) her sinif ferdin kabiliyet ve
ihtiyaglari dogrultusunda fikirlerini aydinlatma c) her tirll yararl girisimleri destekleme ve
medeniyetin ilerlemesine hizmet etme (Tunaya, 1988: 70). Kulliplerin amaci dikkate
alindiginda halk arasinda etnik ve dini agidan fark gozetilmeyecegi vurgulanmistir. Bu vurgu
ittihat ve Terakki’nin Osmanlilik ideolojisini benimsemis oldugunu gésterir. Aksin’e gore ittihat
ve Terakki, Tlrkcl bir 6rgit oldugu halde program ve soéylemde Osmanlici goriinmek
zorundaydi (Aksin, 1989: 35).

Kastamonu Maarif Kullibl hakkinda ilk bilgi 25 Kasim 1908 tarihli KVG’de yer almistir.
Haber soyle baslamistir: “Maarifin terakkisine hizmet etmek (izere bu kere sehrimizde teskil
edildigini duyurdugumuz maarif kullibl heyetinden matbaamiza génderilmistir”. Kullibiin tam
olarak kurulus tarihi net degildir. Gazeteye gonderilen yazida kullip heyetinin bir haftadir
vilayet dahilindeki mektepleri gezerek teftis etmesinden bahsedilmesi, kulliblin en azindan 25
Kasim 1908’den bir hafta 6nce kurulmus oldugunu gostermektedir. Maarif Kullibi heyeti
tarafindan gazeteye gdnderilen yazida kuliibin amacinin, maarifin ilerlemesine hizmet etmek
ve bu yolda ¢aba gdstermek oldugu ifade edilmistir (“Maarif Kuliibii”, 1908).1

Kurulduktan sonra Uye kabuliine baslamis olan kulibin ilerleyen yillarda yeniden
tesisine gerek gorilmustiir. 1909 yilinda KVG’de yer alan habere gore; Maarif Kuliibline daha
¢ok memur kesimi Gye olmustur. Bu Uyelerin memuriyetleri dolayisiyla farkh yerlere tayini,
kulliblin tesebbislerinde basarisizliklara yol agmistir. Bunun (zerine Maarif Kullibl, bu defa
sehrin yardimsever ahalisinin de katilimiyla yeniden teskil ve ihdas edilmistir (“Maarif Gayret-
i Umumiye”, 1909). Maarif KulGbliinin yeniden tesisinden sonra bir de nizamnamesi
yayimlanmistir. 21 maddelik nizamnamede kuliiblin amaci olarak maarifin terakkisi
gosterilmistir.

1 “Kulibimiiz mukaddes ittihad ve terakki cemiyetinin taht-i idare ve nezaretinde olmak ve cemiyet-i
muhteremenin tamim-i maarife hadim bir subesi bulunmak ve maarifimizin her tirli terakkiyat ve tamimine
maddi ve manevi hidmet ve sarf- mahasal gayret etmek”.
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Kastamonu Maarif Kuliibiine Uyelik

Kastamonu Maarif Kullibl kurulduktan sonra kuliip lyeligine cemiyetten veya harigten
egitimcilerin Uye olabilecegi ifade edilmistir. Bununla birlikte cemiyet efradindan bulunan
sekiz aza ile vilayet dahilindeki mekteplerde goérev yapan muallimler, midir ve midir
muavinleri kuliibiin dogal tiyesi olarak gosterilmistir (“Maarif Kuliibi”, 1908). ittihat ve Terakki
Cemiyeti’nin 1909 tizuginde de kullplerin bir midur, bir midur-i sani, bir veznedar, bir katip,
bir hafiz-1 kitlb (kitiphane gorevlisi) ve iki azadan olusan bir heyet tarafindan idare edilecegi
yazilidir (Tunaya, 1988: 71). Kastamonu Maarif Kulibli de s6z konusu nizamname
dogrultusunda bir idari heyete sahiptir. 1909 yilinda Kastamonu Maarif Kuliibli yeniden tesis
edildikten sonra kulubiin idari heyetinin yedi kisiden olusacag ifade edilmistir.? Kuliibe aza
olacaklarin kullip sandigina bes kurusluk bir bedel 6demeleri nizamnamede yer almistir. 25
Kasim 1909 tarihli KVG’'de Maarif Kuliblniin hizmetlerinden 6vgliyle bahsedildikten sonra
kuliibe Uye olanlarin ylzde sekseninin memur oldugundan bahsedilmistir. Memur kesime
tesekkdr edildikten sonra bu durumdan biraz sikayet edilmistir. Sadece memurlarin degil, ayni
zamanda sehirdeki yardimseverlerin kullibe istirak etmeleri istenmistir (“Maarif Gayret-i
Umumiye”, 1909). Kullibe daha ¢cok memur kesimin Uye olmasi, siyasi rejimin degistigi bir
sirecte halkin yeni bir olusuma katilim konusunda tereddiidini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu
tereddit Ulkede uzun yillar devam eden bir istibdat dénemi sonrasi halkin siyasi baglanti
kurulabilecek bir olusuma katihm konusundaki ¢ekingenlikten kaynaklanmis olabilir. Ya da
cemiyetin kendisini halka tanitma ve anlatma konusunda basarisiz oldugu séylenebilir. Ayrica
halk da henliz siyasetle yakindan iliski icerisinde degildir. Bu da cemiyetin halk Gzerindeki
etkisinin resmi kanallar disinda sinirli oldugunun gostergelerinden birisidir. Oysa ittihat ve
Terakki Cemiyeti kullipler vasitasiyla halkin siyasetle daha yakindan ilgilenmesini ve yeni
ydnetim bigimini benimsemesini arzulamistir. Oyle ki ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti catisi altinda
kurulan kultiplerle ilgili yazisinda Hiseyin Cahid boyle bir arzuyu agik¢a ifade etmistir: “Koyli,
hamal, rengber, kiiclik esnaf vesaire tim Osmanli halkini uyandirmak, onlari mesruti rejime
ahstirmak ¢ok 6nemli bir vazifedir” (“Cemiyetin Kullipleri”, 1909).

Maarif Kullbi yeniden kurulduktan sonra kullbiin tye sayisinda artis olmakla birlikte
yine de halkin tyelik konusunda pek istekli olmadigi anlasiimistir. 13 Aralik 1909 tarihi itibariyla
kulGbiln aza sayisi yetmistir (“Kastamonu Maarif Kullibi”, 1909a). 17 Ocak 1910’da KVG'de
kuliip hakkinda kaleme alinan yazida ise aza sayisi 80 olarak gosterilmistir (“ibtidai
Mekteplerimiz”, 1910). S6z konusu yazidan kullip tyeligine halkin beklenildigi kadar ragbet
etmediginden sikayet edilmistir. Yazida belirtildigine gore; “kulibiin seksen azasi icerisinde
yerli ahaliden yirmi kisi bile yoktur. Tliccar kesimden sadece iki kisi bulunmaktadir. Diger geri
kalani memur kesimidir. Bu durum Kastamonu’ya ait vahim bir kayitsizlik drnegidir” (“ibtidai
Mekteplerimiz”, 1910). Hanioglu’nun da tespit ettigi gibi ittihat ve Terakki iyeleri belki halki
egitmek konusunda fazla iyimser olmuslardir (Hanioglu, 1985: 611). Bu nedenle kendilerini
bizzat halkin 6nilinde birer rehber olarak konumlandirmislarsa da yine basarisiz olduklari
gorulmektedir. Halkin egitim konusundaki isteksizligi gazetede yer alan haberdeki tirden
serzenislere itmistir.

Kastamonu Vilayet Gazetesi’'nin 17 Ocak 1910 tarihli niishasinda yer alan habere gore
kullip Gyeleri askeri dairede toplanarak tc¢ kisinin memuriyetlerindeki degisiklik dolayisiyla

2 Kuliibtin idari heyeti séyledir: Fahri reis- Vali Hiisnii Beyefendi, Reis- Reji mudiirti Adil Bey, Aza- Tahrirat mudiiri
Ahmed Refet Bey, Aza- Bidayet-i ceza reisi Kamil Bey, Aza- Bidayet-i midde-i umumisi Halid Bey, Aza- Meclis-i
idare azasindan Munir Bey, Katip ve Aza- Evrak midiri Abdullah Bey, Sandik Emini ve Aza- Doktor Seyid Bey.
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yeniden bir se¢cim yapmislardir. Bu se¢cimde bazi Uyelerin gorevlerinde degisiklik yapilmistir
(“Maarif Kulibi”, 17 Kanunusani 1910). Sonraki aylarda ise Uye sayisinin arttig
anlasilmaktadir. 5 Aralik 19103 tarihli KVG’de yer alan habere gére kuliibe 100’ miitecaviz aza
kaydedilmistir. S6z konusu tarih itibariyla kullbin heyet-i idaresi soyledir:

KulUbiin heyet-i idaresini zevat-i atiye teskil eylemektedir.
Reis- Maarif Mifettisi Hlisnli Bey
Aza- Mekteb-i Sultani Tarih muallimi Abdul Bey
Aza- Mekteb-i Sultani Tiirkce Muallimi Haci Ziya Efendi
Aza- Meclis idare-i vilayet azasindan Munir Bey
Aza- Yiizbagi Mahmud Bey
Aza- Veznedar Hafiz Hisnii Bey

Aza ve Katip- Vilayet idare Meclisi Bagkatibi Mehmed Besim Efendi (“Maarif Kuliibi”, 5
Kanunuevvel 1910).

Kastamonu Maarif Kuliibiiniin Faaliyetleri

ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti'nin 1909 tarihli nizamnamesinde kuliiplerin yiiriitecekleri
faaliyetlerden bahsedilmistir. Buna gore; “kullpler, uygun mevsimde gece dersleri agmak, bir
mektebi himayesine olarak onun islahina ¢alismak veya ihtiyag sahipleri icin cemiyetler teskil
etmek gibi hayirli islerden bir veya birkacini yerine getirmekle” mukellef tutulmustur (Madde
44). Nizamnamede ayrica, “kultiplerin firsat buldukca koylilerin mesruti rejime muhabbetini
ve istibdata nefretini uyandiracak surette telkin ve ikazlarda bulunmaya gayret etmesi

istenmistir. Bu dogrultuda ara sira kdylere heyetler gonderilecegi” belirtilmistir (Tunaya, 1998:
72).

Kastamonu Maarif Kullbii s6z konusu nizamname dogrultusunda hareket etmistir.
Kastamonu Maarif Kuliibi biinyesinde yiratilmus olan faaliyetler su sekildedir: Konferanslar,
gece dersleri, mekteplerin teftisi ve yardimlar, tiyatro, nisancilik. Bununla birlikte 1909 yilina
ait KVG'de; “Maarif Kulibliniin sermayesini artirabilmek amaciyla glires, at yarisi, nisan talimi,
piyango, fikirlerin aydinlanmasina ve ahlakin glizellestirilmesi icin bazi edebi eserleri
sahnelemek gibi faaliyetler dizenleyecegi” ifade edilmistir (“Maarif Gayret-i Umumiye”,
1909). Bu anlamda Kastamonu Maarif Kullib{i Gyeleri bir taraftan halkin aydinlanmasina diger
taraftan da kullp icin maddi kaynak yaratacak faaliyetlere Gnem vermislerdir.

Konferanslar. ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti kullipler énciliigiinde halki aydinlatacak
konferanslar vermeyi 6zellikle mesrutiyetin ilk yillarinda olduk¢a dnemsemistir. Ornegin
Hiseyin Cahid bir yazisinda kullipler tarafindan verilen konferanslarin amaclari hakkinda
sunlari dile getirmistir: “Bu kulliplerde umumi toplantilarda ara sira konferanslar verilebilir.
Boylece kendisine bir destekgi bulan avam halk o kullibl idare edenlere taraftar olur. Onun
memleket ve vatan icin faydal bir teskilat olduguna inanir. Anlar ki hiikiimet seklinde bir
degisiklik vardir. Simdiye kadar itibarsiz ve hor goriilerek yasarken artik kendisiyle ilgilenen,
kendisini diisiinen ve kendisinin iyiligini isteyen bir cemiyet vardir. Kéyli bu hayata alisinca

3 Bu sayida, miladi tarih énceki sayi ile ayni olarak verilmis. S6z konusu tarihin yanlis yazildigi anlasiimaktadir.
Gazetedeki rimi ve hicri tarihler dikkate alindiginda miladi tarih, 19 Aralik 1910 olmalidir.
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mesrutiyete ve cemiyete dort el ile sarilir. Hakkini bir daha geri vermez. ... Bu yolda ¢alismayi
muimkun hale getirip ¢aresini arayalim” (Hiseyin Cahid, 1909).

Kastamonu Maarif KulGblniin faaliyetleri arasinda da oncelikli olarak “fikirlerin
aydinlatiimasina hizmet etmek amaciyla gerektikce konferanslar verilmesi, o meyanda mihim
nutuklar okunmasi ve yardimlarin kdylere, kasabalara kadar ulastiriimasi” yer almistir (Maarif
KulUbi, 1908). 22 Subat 1909 tarihli KVG’de, “Maarif Kulibl tarafindan her hafta Cuma
namazindan sonra Numune Terakki Mektebi’nde konferanslarin diizenlenecegi” yazilidir. ilk
Konferans ise gazetede verilen bilgiye gore 19 Subat 1909 tarihine rastlayan cuma gini
dizenlenmistir. Konferansta ilk nutuk, kulip Reisi Erkan-1 Harb Binbasisi Ragib Bey tarafindan
verilmistir. Konferanslarda deginilen konular donemin ideolojisi, egitim anlayisi, yoneten-
yonetilen iliskisi vb. konularda énemli ipuglarini barindirmaktadir. Ragib Bey’in konusmasinda
yer alan bir ayrinti ise bu tiir konferanslarin Osmanli Gilkesinde sekiz aydan beri verildigidir. O,
konusmasinda bu tlr konferanslarin Kastamonu’da daha o&nceleri Ermeni vatandaslar
tarafindan verildigini ve bunlarin faydasi goriiliince ayni metodu kullanmak istediklerini ifade
etmistir (“Konferans”, 22 Subat 1909). Konferanslarda ele alinan konular belli basliklar altinda
toplandiginda asagidaki gibi bir tablo ortaya ¢cikmistir.

Tablo 1

Kastamonu Maarif Kuliibii Konferanslarinda Ele Alinan Baslica Konular

Konferanslarda Ele Alinan Konular
Adalet
Ahlaki egitimin dnemi
Batililasmanin gerekliligi
Cehaletin ortadan kaldirilmasinin gerekliligi
Calisma ve gayretin gerekliligi
Egitim alaninda Oneriler
Egitim yontemleri ve 6gretmenler
Egitimin 6nemi, diger egitim meseleleri ve onerileri
Geri kalmiglik durumu
Hurriyet
istibdadin kotiltkleri
ittihadin &nemi
Konferanslarin dnemi
Okul 6ncesi egitimin 6nemi
Sanayi, ticaret, ziraat ve Uretim meseleleri
Terakkinin gerekliligi ve egitimle iliskisi
Vatan sevgisi 7

VP NUUDRWHENWOKOR WNR|(=-

-
=

Kastamonu Maarif Kulibl konferanslarindaki konusmacilar sunlardir: Erkan-1 Harb
Binbasisi Ragib Bey, idadi Mektebi Muallimi Sadik Efendi, Ozel Kalem Mudiirii Ahmed Refet
Bey, Tegmen Safvet Efendi, istinaf Savcisi Hasan Hami Bey Ozel Kalemden Resid Bey, Ozel
Kalemden Litfi Efendi, Miidderis Haci Mimin Efendi, Maarif Midtri Tahir Resid Bey, Savci
yardimcisi, Tugay komutani Naci Pasa, Miralay Arif Bey ve idadi Mektebi Miidiirii Mustafa
Nezih Bey.

Kastamonu Maarif Kullbi tarafindan verilen konferans metinleri incelendiginde
konferanslarda nutuk verenlerin giindeminde olan baslica konu egitimdir. Konferanslarda
konusma yapan toplamda 13 kisi egitim konusunu glindemine almigtir. KulGblin de faaliyet
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alani olmasi dolayisiyla konusma metinlerinde egitimle diger basliklar arasinda iliski kurulmaya
cahisiimistir. Ragib Bey’e gore; “egitim, insanlari zilletten kurtararak onlari selamete eristirecek
en birinci vasitadir” (“Konferans”, 22 Subat 1909). Resid Bey yaptigi konusmada maarifi,
“saadet ve hidayete eristiren bir ara¢” olarak ele almistir (“Maarif Kulibi Tarafindan”, 1909).
O, egitimle terakki arasindaki baga da atif yapmistir. Ayni dogrultuda ifadeleri diger bircok
konusmaci da kullanmistir.

Terakki, s6z konusu konferanslarda konusmacilar tarafindan en fazla islenen ve diger
basliklarla iliskisi kurulan baslica konudur. Toplamda 11 konusmaci tarafindan konferanslarda
terakki konusu islenmistir. Hasan Hami Bey; “terakkiyi arzu etmeyen kimsenin olmadigindan
bahsederek bu yolda ¢alismaya oncelikle egitim alanindan baslaniimasi gerektigini” ifade
etmistir (“Maarif Hakkinda Yazi”, 1909). Resid Bey’e gore; “bir memlekette maarif ne kadar
genele yayilirsa ilerleme ve medenilesmede o derece artar. Ozellikle ziraat konusunda ¢ekilen
sikintilar azalir” (“Maarif Kullbi Tarafindan”, 1909). Liitfi Efendiye gore; “terakki ve medeniyet
yolunda en oOnemli ara¢ maariftir’ (“Lutfi Efendi’nin Nutku”, 1909). Ragib Bey ise
konusmasinda ahlak ile terakki arasinda bag kurmustur. Ona gore; “her seyden evvel ahlakin
ve vicdanin glizellestirilmesinde basarili olmak terakki yolunda ilk adimi atmak demektir”
(Konferans, 22 Subat 1909). Ahmed Refet Bey, ittihat ile terakki arasindaki baga deginmistir:
“ittihadi her zaman takdir edelim ve mukaddes bilelim. Terakkide ilk adim olmak Gzere ittihat
ile ise baslayalim” (“Konferans”, 1 Mart 1909). Safvet Bey, Maarif Kulliblni, terakki ve
medeniyet yolunda atilmis cok dnemli bir adim olarak gormustir (“Terakki Konusunda Yazi”,
1909).

Maarif Kulliblu tarafindan verilen konferanslarda islenen konulardan bir digeri
istibdadin fenaliklari olmustur. 1908 yilinda mesruti yonetime gecis llkede ozglirllikcl bir
atmosferi ortaya g¢ikarmistir. Bu slrecte Il. Abdiilhamid Dénemi, bir istibdat dénemi olarak
nitelendirilmistir. ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti (iyelerine gore ilkedeki geri kalmishigin sebebi
istibdattir. Ornegin konferanslardaki konusmacilardan birisi olan Liitfi Efendi’'ye gére;
“istibdat, egitim sisteminin temellerini bozmus ve halki cehalete siriklemistir”. Ona gore;
“istibdat devri maarifi mahvetmis; halki cahillige stirtklemisti. Hamdolsun ki simdi o ugursuz
dénem defolarak hiirriyet ve adalet aleme yeniden feyz vermistir” (“istibdat Konulu Yaz”,
1909). Tahir Resid Efendi’ye gére; “istibdat devri milletin fikirlerinin dniine set cekmistir. Oyle
ki en ufak bir sekilde dahi gecmise yonelik muhakemede bulunmak ya da vatan konusunda s6z
soylemek mimkin degildi. Oysa simdi hitabetin 6nemi artmistir. Medeniyete ulasmada
hitabetin 6nemi anlasiimistir” (“Hitabet Konusunda Yazi”, 1909). Yine Naci Pasa’ya gore;
“istibdat Osmanlilari medeniyetten mahrum birakmistir” (“Naci Pasa’nin Nutku”, 1909). Bu
ifadeler kultip tyelerinin halkin cehaletini giderme konusunda sorumluluk alacaklarinin isareti
niteligindedir. Onlara gére halki aydinlatmak ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti ©nciligiinde
olacaktir. Bir dénem ittihat ve Terakki’'nin mensuplarindan birisi olarak Kazim Karabekir de
ittihat ve Terakki'yi, keyfi idarenin surdigiinii, cehaletin arttigini ve halkin benligini
kaybettigini goren gencler tarafindan kurulmus bir cemiyet olarak telakki etmistir (Karabekir,
1995: 28).

Konferanslarda konusmacilarin Gzerinde durdugu konulardan birisi calisma ve gayretin
gerekliligidir. Ragib Bey tarafindan verilen ilk konferansta calisma ve gayretin 6nemi tGzerinde
durulmustur. Ragib Bey bu konusmasinda Osmanl vatani ve vatandaslari icin ¢alismanin
gerekli oldugunu dile getirmistir. Ona gore; “Sahis ve nefsimiz icin degil vatanimiz ve
vatandaslarimiz igin ¢alismaliyiz. Bu emel igin galisan bir insan emin olmalidir ki ayni zamanda
kendisi icin de calismis olur, ¢linkii bu toprakta climlemizin hissesi vardir. isi, hiikiimetin
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veyahut diger halkin yapmasina birakarak uzaktan seyirci olmak vatanini seven bir insan igin
nasil kabul olur? Cimlemiz bir yoldan bir noktaya, bir emele yildirm gibi kosmaliyiz”
(“Konferans”, 22 Subat 1909). Yine ona gore, ilim ve maarif cok dnemlidir. Ama her seyi de
Maarif Nezaretinden beklememek gerekir. Biraz da birey olarak caba gosterilmelidir
(“Konferans”, 22 Subat 1909). Mesrutiyet donemi kadrolari toplumu olusturan her bir ferdin
calisip gayret gostermesinin terakkiyi, dolayisiyla toplumsal ilerlemeyi ortaya ¢ikaracagina
inanmiglardir. Konferanslarda vatan sevgisi ile galismak arasinda iliski kurulmustur. Maarif
Nezareti baglaminda devletin yol gostericiliginin bir yere kadar olabilecegi vurgulanarak bu
anlamda bireysel sorumluluk ve vatandaglik bilinci halka aktarilmak istenmistir. Mesruti
rejimin vatandasindan bekledigi sey, davranislarini aklin rehberliginde diizenleyen “fert”e
déniismesidir (Ustel, 2020: 177).

Konferanslarda ele alinan meselelerden bir digeri ittihadin 6nemidir. Uzun yillardan
beri uluscu isyanlarla ugrasan ve bu yizden toprak kaybeden bir imparatorlukta, s6z konusu
meselenin giindemde olmasi anlasilabilir. Mesrutiyetin ilan edildigi yillarda da Osmanh ¢ok
etnikli ve dinli bir imparatorluktur. Dolayisiyla imparatorlugu olusturan halklar arasinda birlik
ve bitinlugin devami oldukga 6nemsenmistir. Bu konuya konusmasinda deginen Nezih Bey’e
gore; “ayni ana ve babanin yani Hazret-i Adem’in evlatlari olarak Osmanli evlatlari arasinda
fark yoktur. Daha dncesinde ne basari gdsterilmisse hepsi ittihat sayesindedir. Mesrutiyetin ve
hiirriyetin getirdigi nimetler de hep ittihadin sayesindedir” (“ittihat Konulu Yazi”, 1909). Ragib
Bey ise ittihadi kuvvet olarak goérir. Ve Osmanlilar olarak bu kuvvete c¢ok ihtiyaglari
oldugundan bahseder. O, “bu ihtiyaci gidermek igin ¢alisalim” diyerek bunun igin zamanin pek
miusait oldugundan s6z eder (“Konferans”, 22 Subat 1909). Ahmed Refet Bey, ittihadi bir lGtuf
olarak gorir. ittihadin olmadigi kavimlerin mevcudiyetlerini devam ettiremediginden
bahseder (“Konferans”, 1 Mart 1909). ittihat kavrami etrafindaki séylemler o dénem cemiyetin
ideolojisi hakkinda da bilgi vermektedir. Ozellikle 1l. Mesrutiyet’in ilanindan sonraki birkac yil
boyunca Osmanlilik ideolojisinin 6n plana gikarildigi sdylenebilir. Bu anlamda cemiyet Uyeleri,
Osmanli Ulkesindeki tim halklarin esit haklardan yararlanmasi gerektigini savunmuslardir
(Kerimoglu, 2007: 133). Zaten bu sirecte cikarilan yasalarin da ayni amaca hizmet ettigi
gorilmektedir* (Ahmad, 1999: 83).

Vatan sevgisi de konferanslarda islenen 6ncelikli konular arasindadir. Sadik Efendi
konusmasinda; “pasa, bey, efendi oglu olmaktan ziyade terbiyeli, ilim ve fazilet sahibi evlat
olmak gerektigini” ifade etmistir. Ona gore; “insanin olgunlasmasi icin pasa ve bey oglu olmak
dnemli degildir. Onemli olan terbiyeli ilim sahibi ve faziletli olmaktir. Bdyle de olunmalidir. Bu
ilim, edep ve marifet genele yayilirsa her koye, her eve giines gibi 1sigini yansitir. Bdylece
vatana ve millete hizmet edecek pasa ve beyefendi cocuklari yetisir. Vatan diinya cenneti halini
alir” (“ittihat Konulu Yazi”, 1909). Arif Bey’e gore, kullip Uyelerinin her hafta toplanmalari
vatanin selameti icindir. Ona gore; “devr-i sabik (Il. Abdilhamid), vatanin selameti icin iki
kisinin dahi soz soyledigini isitse engellemek icin her seyi yapardi” (“Maarif KulGbi
Tarafindan”, 1909).

Bunlardan baska her konusmacinin ele aldigi konuyu egitimle iliskilendirdigi ve
bircogunun egitime dair dnerilerde bulundugu gorilmektedir. Ornegin, Kastamonu’da okul

4 Bu yasalardan bazilari; “Kamu Toplantilari Kanunu, Basin ve Yayin Kuruluslari Kanunu, Misliman Olmayan
Vatandaslarin Askere Alinmalariyla ilgili Kanun, Cemiyetler Kanunu”dur.
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oncesi egitim kurumu agilmasi, ilkogretimin 6nemi, mekteb-i sanayi icin muallim tayini,
o0gretim yontemleri ve ahlaki egitim konferanslardaki konusmacilarin egitim basligi altinda
uzerinde durduklari konulardan bazilaridir.

Mektep Teftisleri ve Yardimlari. Kastamonu Maarif Kullibliniin faaliyet alanlarindan
birisi vilayet dahilindeki mektep gezileri, teftisleri ve yardimlari olmustur. 1908 yilinda kultp
kurulduktan hemen sonra kuliip heyeti vilayet dahilindeki idadi, riisdiye ve ibtidai mekteplerini
tek tek ziyaret etmistir. Teftis mahiyetindeki bu ziyaretlerinde mekteplerdeki maddi ve manevi
olarak gordukleri eksiklikleri gidermeye c¢alismiglardir. Gittikleri her mektepte ufuk agisi
nutuklar vermisler ve mekteplerdeki vatan evlatlarina iyi davranarak onlarin gonllerini hos
tutmaya calismislardir (“Maarif Kulibi”, 1908).

ilerleyen zamanlarda da kuliip heyetinin mektep ziyaretleri devam etmistir. 22 Kasim
1909 tarihli KVG’de yer alan habere gére kuliip heyeti Feyziyye ibtidai Mektebini ziyaret
etmistir. Bu ziyaretleri esnasinda ihtiyaci olan ¢ocuklara elif-ba ciiz, risaleler ile kagit ve tas
levhalar dagitmislardir (“Maarif Gayret-i Umumiye”, 1909). Daha sonra 13 Aralik 1909 tarihli
habere gore Maarif kuliibii heyetinden Ahmed Refet, Adil, Minir ve Abdul beyler Kiz Mekteb-
i Sanayiini ziyaret etmislerdir. Bu ziyaretleri esnasinda muallime hanimdan fakir kizlarin
isimlerini alarak on Ugline ¢arsidan getirdikleri malzemelerle kislik hirka yaptirmislar, coraplari
olmadigi icin soguktan ayaklari mosmor kesilmis olan alti kiza yerli ve kalin ¢orap, on bir
O0grenciye ise ayakkabi giydirmislerdir (“Maarif Kulliblinin Tesebblsat”, 1909). Ayrica
mektepte dikis makinesine ihtiyacin oldugunu fark etmislerdir. Bunun Uzerine Singer
Sirketi’'nin Kastamonu subesi midirini davet ederek “Anavata” denilen yeni bicim nakis
islerinin fevkalade hizlica vyapilabildigi bir dikis makinesini tedarik edip mektebe
gondermislerdir. Makinenin Ucreti ise vilayet matbaasinin gelirinden karsilanmistir. Bununla
birlikte mektebe istanbul’dan bir de muallime getirilecegini vaat etmislerdir (“Maarif
Kulibinin Tesebbiisat”, 1909).

Ziyaret edilen mekteplerden birisi de idadi Mektebi’dir. Bu ziyarette kuliip tyeleri
talebenin durumunu, yemekleri, yatakhaneleri ve dershaneleri tetkik etmislerdir. Ziyaretleri
esnasinda sekiz 6grencinin ayaginda corap bulunmadigini gérmusler ve onlara ¢orap tedarik
etmislerdir (“Kastamonu Maarif Kulibi”, 20 Kanunuevvel 1909). Daha sonra da ayni hafta
icerisinde numune-i tatbikat, Sinanbey, Yarinci, Feyziye ve Nasrullah ibtidai mekteplerini
ziyaret ederek, oralarda ihtiyaci olan 6grencilere ders kitaplarini Gcretsiz olarak vermislerdir
(“Kastamonu Maarif Kuliibli”, 20 Kdnunuevvel 1909).

Maarif Kuliibl heyetinden Mirliva Naci Pasa ve Tahrirat Mudiri Ahmed Refet Bey ve
Evrak midurd Abdidl Bey, Rum ve Ermeni ziikur (erkek) ve inas (kiz) mekteplerini ziyaret
etmislerdir. Burada cocuklarin ellerindeki Elif-ba cizlerinin usul-i cedid ile 6gretime imkan
vermedigini gérdiiklerinden onlara yeni Elif-ba ciizleri verilmesini kararlastirmislardir. Ozellikle
Ermeni sibyan mektebinde gordikleri intizam ve gayretten oldukca memnun kalmislardir.
Rum inas Mektebi’ni ziyaretleri sonrasinda Rum gencler tarafindan vuku bulan davet {izerine
Terakki-i Maarif Kullibin{ ziyaret emislerdir. Orada s6z konusu kullibln idari heyetinden
Yovanni Bey’in nutkunu dinlemislerdir. Daha sonra genc vatandaslar tarafindan murekkeb bir
heyet musiki ve vatan marslari terenniim etmislerdir. Rum vatandaslarin heyeti karsilama sekli
ve faaliyetleri takdirle karsilanmistir (“Maarif Kullibi”, 17 Kanunusani 1910). Maarif Kultbi
azalarinin bu ziyaretindeki ayrintilar dénemin ideolojisi hakkinda o6nemli ipuglarini
barindirmaktadir. Ziyaret esnasinda Rum ve Ermeni 6grenciler icin o6zellikle “vatandaslarimiz”
ifadesinin siklikla kullanilmis olmasi dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Bu, imparatorluk icerisindeki farkli
etnik halklarin vatandashk bagi ile devlete baghhklarini vurgular niteliktedir. ittihatcilarin,
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Ulkede “Osmanlicilik” olarak bilinen politikayl temele alan ortak bir 6gretimin uygulanmasini
hedefledikleri literatlirde de ifade edilmistir (Kerimoglu, 2007: 142; Asci, 2020: 496). II.
Megrutiyet yillari boyunca vatan kutsallastirilmis, vatan sevgisi kalplere islenmek istenmis ve
bu dogrultuda vatandas yetistiriimek istenmistir. Bu yondeki politikalar [l. Mesrutiyetin
ilerleyen yillarinda da kurulan gesitli dernek ve orgitlenmelerin hedefleri arasinda bulunmaya
devam etmistir (Celebi & Asan, 2014: 267).

Gece Dersleri. Maarif Kullibl tarafindan gerceklestirilen faaliyetlerden birisi de gece
dersleridir. 16 Aralik 1908 tarihli KVG’de yer alan habere gore, Nasrullah ibtidai Mektebinde
kullip heyeti, ulema ve gesitli siniflardan bazi zatlarla beraber hayirli dualar yapildiktan sonra
gece dersleri baslamistir (“Gece Dersleri”, 1908).> Bu gelenegin Resid Pasa zamaninda
basladigl ifade edilerek memleketin siyasi hayati ve ictimai Uzerinde oldukca ehemmiyeti
oldugundan bahsedilmistir. Fakat zamanla bu gelenek kaybolmustur. icinde bulunulan
donemde devletin pargalanmasini 6nlemek igin halkin irfan seviyesinin yikseltiimesi gerektigi
ifade edilmistir.

Maarif Kulibi tarafindan Kastamonu’da Numune-i Tatbikat mektebi blylik salonunda
yurdtilen gece derslerine katilanlarin sayisi zamanla iki yiize ulagmistir. Bu derslere katilanlar
okuryazar olma durumlarina gére siniflara ayrilmistir. Hi¢ ders ve mektep ylizii gérmemis
olanlar gece dersleri sayesinde okuyup yazmaya baslamistir (“Gece Dersleri Darittedris”,
1911). KulGp uyeleri gece dersleri gibi faaliyetlerle halki aydinlatma yolunda inisiyatif
almislardir. Bir hafta sonraki gazete haberinde gece derslerine devam edenlerin egitimlerinin
memnuniyet verici oldugundan, hatta valinin de s6z konusu dersleri ziyaret ettiginden
bahsedilmistir (“Gece Dersleri”, 1911). Gece dersleri gibi faaliyetler ittihat ve Terakki’nin
egitimin halk arasinda yayginlasmasina yonelik girisimlerinden birisi gorinimundedir.
Cemiyet Uyeleri bu tlr yaygin egitim faaliyetleri ile genis halk kitlelerine egitim alma imkani
sunmaya gayret etmislerdir.

Tiyatro. Maarif Kullibl yeniden tesis edildikten sonra kullibin gelirlerini artirmak
amaciyla c¢esitli organizasyonlarin dizenlenecegi ifade edilmistir. Bunlardan birisi olan
tiyatronun ilki Emin Aga’nin kiraathanesinde gosterime girmistir. S6z konusu tiyatroda
Abdilhak Hamid Bey’in Hosnik® adli eseri sahnelenmistir. Maarif Kullib( tiyatroyu her ne kadar
kullibe mali kaynak saglayan bir arac¢ olarak gorse de tiyatro, Il. Mesrutiyet Dénemi’nde gelisim
gosteren alanlardan birisidir. Hatta bu donem sergilenen eserler ile hedeflenen halk
aydinlanmasi arasinda yakin baglanti kurulabilir. Ozellikle 1l. Abdiilhamid ile 6zdeslesen
istibdat donemi sonrasi cesitli konularda bircok tiyatro eseri Il. Mesrutiyet yillarinda yazilmis
ve sahnelenmistir (Tore, 2008).

Nisancilik. Tiyatro’dan baska yine Emin Aga’nin kiraathanesinde Avrupa’dan getirtilen
hava tifekleri ve tabancalari ile nisangdh tesis edilmistir. Bes paraya mukabil tifek veya
tabanca ile nisan endaht edilmistir (“Kastamonu Maarif Kuliib(i”, 13 Kanunuevvel 1909).

5 “Maarif Kullibii tarafindan esnafa zarurat-1 diniyeye ve mesail-i saire-i lazimeye dair gece dersleri verilmesi
bittasvib icra edilen tertib {izerine Nasrullah Mekteb-i ibtidaisi dairesinde kuliip heyetiyle beraber ulemadan ve
sinif-1 saireden bazi zevat hazir oldugu halde davet-i hayriyye bad‘el-eda (yapildiktan sonra) emr-i tedrisata
besmele-kes ibtida olundugu kemal-i mesarla istihbar kilinmistir”.

6 Abdiilhak Hamid’in eserleri arasinda bulunmamaktadir. Bu eserin Ali Kerhan’a ait oldugu ve Abdiilhak Hamid’in
eserlerinden sonra ilk manzum tiyatro eser oldugu ifade edilmistir. Bkz. Bilga, 1941: 164.
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Sonug

Osmanli imparatorlugu’nda yeni bir devrin kapilarini agan 1908 yili, yéneten-yénetilen
iliskileri baglaminda degisimi beraberinde getirmistir. Osmanl Ulkesinde ikinci defa anayasal
yonetime gecisle birlikte halk ile iktidar arasindaki iliskide iktidari elinde tutmak isteyen grubun
(ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti) yeni yaklasimlari 6n plana ¢ikmistir. ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti
onculigiinde Ulkenin doért bir tarafinda kurulan kullpler bu vyaklasimlardan birisi
gorinimiindedir. Serbestge tegkilatlanma imkanina kavusan cemiyet Uyeleri Glkenin farkli
bolgelerinde halkin aydinlanmasina yonelik ciddi adimlar atmislardir. Onlar imparatorlugu
kurtarmak igin halkin aydinlanmasi gerektigine inanmislardir. Ve bunu yaparken de yeni rejimi
ve kendi ideolojilerini halka benimsetmeyi hedeflemislerdir. Clinkii boylece kamuoyunun
destegini alarak giici ellerinde tutabileceklerine inanmislardir (Bakir, 2008: 199). Sirec
icerisinde egitim, hedeflenen toplumsal diizen adina 6nemli bir arag olarak kullaniimistir.

ittihat ve Terakki Kullpleri, genel anlamda cemiyetin toplum icine yerlestirdigi ve
sosyal, kiltlirel ve yardimlasma alanlarinda calistirdigi 6rgiit birimleri olarak ifade edilmistir
(Aydin, 2012: 807). Bolgeden bolgeye degismekle birlikte cemiyet blinyesinde farkli alanlarda
kurulan kultpler tGyeleri vasitasiyla halk ile yakin temas icerisinde olmaya 6zen géstermislerdir.
S6z konusu kuliip vb. érgiitlenmeler ile ittihat ve Terakkinin ideolojik argiimanlarini siyaset
sahnesinde siirekli kilmak istedigi literatiirde vurgulanmistir (Usta, 2018: s. 52). Ancak bu
politika, sadece siyaset sahnesinde degil ayni zamanda mesruiyetini toplumsal destege
baglamis bir cemiyetin toplum igindeki nifuzunu artirma yollarindan birisidir. Bu nedenlerden
otirl ittihat ve Terakki Gyelerinin halk ile daha yakin temas imkani saglayan cemiyetler
vasitaslyla egitimi halk arasinda yayginlastirmak istedigi ifade edilmistir (Kapci, 2010: 262).
Elbette buradaki tek amacg egitim yayginlastirmak degil, halki aydinlatmak ve yeni rejimin
mesruiyetini saglamaktir. Bu anlamda ittihat ve Terakki mensuplari mesruti yénetimin
gercekten hedefine ulasabilmesi icin halkin egitimli olmasi gerektigini disinmuslerdir
(Petrosyan, 2015: 285). Nitekim 1908 yilinda Il. Mesrutiyetin ilani ile baslayan yeni donemin
propagandasi “halka dayanmak, halka mutluluk getirmek, kardesce yasamak vs. seklinde halka
blylk bir Gmit vererek yapilmistir (Ergin, 2021: 27). 1908 yilinda kurulmus olan Kastamonu
Maarif Kullibli de s6z konusu yaklasimin bir Grinldir. Fakat ozellikle egitim konusundaki
tesebbiislerde halki yonlendirebilmek pek de mimkiin olmus gériinmemektedir. Bu anlamda
Kastamonu Maarif Kullibl hakkindaki haberlerde kullibe Giye olanlarin biyik bir boliminin
memur kesimden olmasina yonelik serzenisler dikkat ¢cekici olmustur.

Bahsedildigi lizere Kastamonu Maarif Kullbl tarafindan gerceklestirilen faaliyetler
dikkate alindiginda oncelikli amacin halki aydinlatmak ve halki yeni rejime alistirmak oldugu
anlasilabilir. Ozellikle sd6z konusu faaliyetlerden birisi olan konferanslardaki konusmalar,
iktidari yavas yavas kontrolleri altina almis olan bir grubun halka yonelik bakis agisini ortaya
koymaktadir. Ayrica konusma metinleri, halkin aydinlanmasina yonelik izlenecek yonteme dair
onemli gostergeler sunmaktadir. Kuliibiin adindan anlasilacag Gizere 6zellikle egitim halkin
aydinlanmasi ve bu anlamda belki de hedeflenen toplumsal ilerleme icin aragsallastiriimistir.
Ulke genelinde kurulmus olan ittihat ve Terakki kultiplerinin faaliyetleri icerisinde de egitimin
en 6nemli faaliyet alanini olusturdugu ortaya konulmustur (Aydin, 2012: 812). Cemiyet
Uyelerinin halki egiterek onlara yasalari 6gretmek ve kendilerinin dogru olduguna inandiklari
toplumsal gelisim cizgisi icerisine toplumu yoneltmek istedikleri ifade edilmistir (Uyanik, 2009:
70). Kastamonu Maarif Kulibli binyesinde dilizenlenen konferanslardaki metinler
incelendiginde de egitim yolu ile halkin gergekleri fark edebileceklerine ydnelik onlarin

Turkish History Education Journal, October 2022, 11(2), 211-226 222




CIYDEM

inanglarinin yiksek oldugu goérilmektedir. Kastamonu Maarif Kulibi heyeti Uyeleri gerek
mektep ziyaretlerinde gerekse kullip c¢atisi altinda verilen konferanslarda hedeflenen
toplumsal ilerleme dogrultusunda egitimle bircok bashg iliskilendirmislerdir. Ozellikle yeni
rejimin benimsenmesi, eski rejimin yerilmesi, vatandaslik bilincinin kazandiriimasi, degerlerin
benimsetilmesi, Osmanli halki arasinda birlik ve butinligin devami gibi meselelere
konferanslarda ozellikle temas edilmistir. Ve kullip liyeleri konferans ve gece dersleri basta
olmak Uzere egitimsel faaliyetlerle halkin aydinlanmasinda kendilerini halkin 6nclsu
konumuna yerlestirmislerdir. Bu noktada Osmanli toplumunu olusturan halklar arasinda
esitligi savunmus ve 6zglrlige oldukca 6nem vermislerdir.

Kastamonu Maarif Kullibl biinyesinde gerceklestirilen diger faaliyetlerin gece dersleri,
mektep teftisleri-yardimlari, tiyatro ve nisancilik oldugu goriilmektedir. Bundan baska at yarisi
gibi kullibe mali kaynak saglayacak farkli faaliyetlerden de KVG’de bahsedilmisse de bunlarin
hayata gegirilip gegirilmedigi bilinmemektedir. Gece dersleri ve tiyatro da halkin aydinlanmasi
ve egitimin halk arasinda yayginlastiriimasi amaciyla dizenlenen faaliyetler arasindadir.
Nitekim egitim konusunu olduk¢a dnemseyen ittihat ve Terakki’nin 1910 yilinda Selanik’te
yaptigi kongrede gece dersleri vb. egitimsel konular hakkinda o6nemli kararlar aldig
gorilmektedir (Ascl, 2020: 496). Bu durum bize Kastamonu Maarif KulGbinln incelenen
dénemde ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti’nin yiiriitmekte oldugu egitim politikasinin bir pargasi
oldugunu da gdstermektedir. Buna benzer bir durum ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti’nin egitim
alanindaki ideolojik yaklasiminda da mevcuttur. ittihat ve Terakkinin merkezilesme
politikalarini “ittihad-I Osmani” fikri dogrultusunda yiriittigi dile getirilmistir (Aydogdu,
2021: 62). Bu anlamda Kastamonu Maarif Kullibl binyesindeki 6zellikle konferanslarda ve
mektep ziyaretlerinde ittihadin 6nemi ve vatan sevgisi 6n plana cikarilmistir. Bu, o yillarda
ittihat ve Terakki’nin ideolojik yaklasiminin bir tasra kentindeki yansimasidir.

Cikar Catismasi Beyani: Yazar c¢ikar catismasi olmadigini beyan eder.
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