
Dear Editor,
In a recent article in this journal, published in 2015 and
entitled “Herophilos, the great anatomist of antiquity”,
the author Romero Reverón says: “He recognized that the
testicles produced spermatozoa”.[1] We want to object to such
a claim for the following reasons: 

(1) Herophilos lived between 335–280 A.C, and dur-
ing that time had not invented the microscope yet, which
was created by Zacharias Janssen in 1590.[2] The resolv-
ing power of the human eye is 0.1 to 0.2 mm, equivalent
to a range of 100 to 200 mμ, while spermatozoa are
microscopic size, where the head has an average length
of 4 to 5 μm.[3,4] Therefore, Herophilos never could have
said that the testes produce sperm, since these are not
visible to the naked eye. 

(2) The historical reports indicate that sperm were
identified for the first time in 1677 by Antony van
Leeuwenhoek,[5] who also made other discoveries using
simple microscope.[6] In a letter dated November 1677
and addressed to Lord Brounker, secretary of The Royal
Society, he mentioned that he had observed a multitude
of “small animals” which he named “animalcules”:  “I had
seen such a multitude of live animalcules more than a million,
having the size of a grain of sand and moving in a space
…those animalucles were smaller than the red blood cells.
They had a round body, foam in the front, terminated in a
point at the back; they were equipped with a tail with five to

six times the body length. They progressed in a snake-like
motion helped by their tail…”.[7]
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