TOURISTIC POTENTIAL OF AGRI MOUNTAIN
Associate Prof. ibrakim GUNER"

Introduction

Agrt Mountain is situated pear the joint of the border of Turkey,
Armenia, Azarbayjan (Autonomous Republic of Nahjavan) and Iran. This
mountain is in the most extremity of the mountaneous mass which is the
extention of middle Toros, and which starts from the Munzur Mountains and
ranges to Karasu-Aras Mountains. Appropximately 65 % of the mountain is
in the boundaires of Igdir Province, and 35 % is in the boundaries of Agr
Province.

With its peak of 5137 m, it is the highest mountain of Turkey. This
mountain is 15 km from I§dir Province and 20 km from Dogubeyazit town.
Dogubeyazit is connected to Giirbulak Customs House in the Iranian border
via E23 highway and from there to the main highway of Turkey and Igdwr
Province is connected to Dilucu Customs House in the border of Azarbayjan
via D080 highway and from there to the main highway of Turkey.

There are regular bus services from these towns to the large cities
every day. The nearest airpotts are in Agr1 (100 km), in Kars (130 km) and
in Erzurum (345 km). An airport has been constructed in also Igdir
province. There are hotels in Igdir province and DoBubeyazit 1o accomodate
the tourists coming to Agri Mountain. In 1988 there were 17 licenced hotels
belonging to manucipality and the number of the beds reached 1151,

Agri Mountain, a mass originated from a volcanoe, with its 128 km
surroundings and and with an area of 1188 km?, situated on an area of large
basis. Actually it is not a single mass, it is like two cones named Great Agri
(5137 m) and Little Agr1 (3896 m). These two cones are divided from each
other by the neck point of Serdarbulak passage with an altitude of 2700 m.

* Atatiirk University Kazim Karabekir Educational Faculty, Main Department of the
Education of Geography.
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Figure 1.Location and Topgraphical Map of Agri Mountain,

Igdir-Erivan plain lies in the North of Agri Mountain, through which
Aras river flows. In the south of the mountain Dogubeyazit plain lies. As
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the northern plain is more close to sea level (about 800 m), especially the
view of Agri Mountain from the north is more spectacular. For it reaches
43000 m abruptly over the palin of Igdir.

Photography 1. A view of Agrt Mountain from 13dir Plain,

According to Bulumenthal and Abich, the formation of Agn
volcanoes occured in two stages. During the first stage in the plivosen, the
andesitic stratavolcanic structure of both mountains occured'. During the
second stage , that is in the Kuvaternery, the newest basltic lava flows and
porasitic  side colonies which prepared today’s morphology of these
mountains occured’,

No record has been observed as to whether Agr Mountain activated
during the historical ages. That is, Agrt Mountain has kept its feature of
being inactive volcanoe throughout the history.

! Bulumenthal, M.M., 1959, Agr1 Volkant ve Sedimenter Cevresinin Daglor. 1.0
Fen Fak. Mecmuast, Seri B, Cilt 23, Say1 3-4, Istanbul, P.177-178.

2 Unal, C., 1991, Agrt Dagi'min Olusumu ve Bununla ligili Bazi Gérigler. Atatirk
Universitesi Kdzim Karabekir Egitim Fakiiltesi Dergisi, Sayi:2, Cilt 2,
Erzurum, P.181.
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The steep slopes of the mountain have been splitted by means of
the profound radiant valleys exdending from the summit to the foot.
Cehennemderesi Valley , the greatest and the most famous of these, is on
the north-eastern slope of the mountain. There is an ice-berg which is 6-7
km-long and covered with stone and soil in this deep valley, which starts
from today’s Yenidogan Village (Ahirg) established at the height of 1700 m.
On the northern part of the valley there are two small caves in a place about
2500 m. One of them is called “Lawrence Cave”. According to the reports,
Lawrence, an English spy, stayed in this cave and launched the revolt of
Agr®. There is a fountain on the southern slope and approximately over
2800-3000 m of the subsidence. This is called “the Fountain of Prophet
Jacob”. It is said that Prophet Jacob came there and took ablution and
prayed®,

It is impossible to reach the summit by following the valley.
Because at the end of the valley avalanches of ice-berg occur from hundreds
of meters height. It is possible to see wild goats very often in the
Cehennemderesi Valley. As the most steepy places of the mountain are
bere, the valley is a very good shelter and pasture for the animals in
winter”.

There are various caves at the feet of the Great Afri Mountain,
which is named “Cow Valley” by the local people. These caves which can
hold hundreds of animals serve as natural shelters to the animals taken to
maountain pasture. The Great Agri Mountain is covered with a covering of
constant snow from about 4000 m and in the higher altitudes with “skullcap
ice-berg”. 11 hangmg ice-bergs were determined in this part The length of
the streches of the ice-berg ranges from 0.5 Km to 1.5 Km®. Of all, the ice-
berg following the Cehennemderesi Valley is the longest. The strecth of this
ice-berg goes down to 3500 m. The thxckness of the ice-berg becomes 50m
from time to time. With its area of 12 km® skullcap ice-berg of the Great
Agri Mountain is the biggest ice-berg of Turkey. Avalanches occur
continuously in the Cehennemderesi Valley on the northeastern part of the
mountain and in the Buzhane discrict of the eastern part and, therefore,
noises are heard very often.

3 Dogru, AM., 1989, Agr: Dag:. Atatirk Kiiltiir, Dil ve Tarth Viksek Kurumu,
Cografya Bilim ve Uygulama Kolu, Cilt 1, Say1 1, Ankara, P.87.

4 Dogru, A.M., 1989, the article mentioned, P.87.

5 Dogru, AM., 1989, the article mentioned, P.87.

S Ketin, 1., 1983, Tirkiye Jeolojisine Genel Bir Bakis. Istanbil Teknik Univ.
Kiitliphanesi, Say 1259, Istanbul, P.480.
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On the top of the great Agri Mountain there are two hills, one is
called Aralik Hill, the other is called Dogubeyazit Hill, each measuring 50
m. One is only 10-15 cm lower than the other. The subsidence between
these hills opens to the begining of the valley. In the slope opening towards
Mihtepe with an altitude of 4200 m from the eastern summit facing the
Aralik town and on the left side of this, the mountain emmits sulfur. That
is why the snow is yellowish there and the breathes of the climbers stop
more rapidly than '[17’1056 of western slope. And, again, therefore matches do

Little Agr volcanoe cone rising in the southeastern part of the Great
Agri Mountain , unlike Great Agrn Mountain, is more vertical and exactly in
a cone shape. There is a crater cavity on top of the volcanoe cone. Because
of the steep slopes , it is possible to see rolling stones very often.

Like all of other great mountains, Agr1 Mountain has a quite
different climatic condition compare to its surroundings. That is why, while
on the mountain, it is almost impossible to predict how the weather will be
the next day depending on the weather forcast. The weather on Agn
Mountain is generally clear before noon and then with the formation of
clouds at 14 o’clock , the weather gets worse. In the afternoon the weather
becomes foggy over 4500 m, it snows and there is a severe wind. The worst
weather in summeris at the end of July and at the begining of August ®. The
local people call this as the Tail Storm °. The basic dangers of ascending the
summit during the bad weather are the hail, and as a result of this, the
danger of the stroke of lightning'’.

Camping on the eastern hill is very difficult and dangerous because
of the severe wind and storm. Tha is why, it is necessary to take strong tents
and to fix the tents with srews'".

The treelike plants are rare on the slopes of Agri Mountain. With
the exception of short birch and juniper trees the middle part of the mountain
which is between 1500-3500 m is covered with wide pastures. This situation
is related to the sthorness of water caused by the drainage of the rocks of
volcanoe origin, which forms the basis of the mountain as well as to the
shortness of the rain in the surroundings.

7 Dogru, A. M., 1989, the article mentioned, P.87.

¥ Dogru, A. M., 1989, the article mentioned, P.86.

°Tail (Comet) is the name given to a star and the bad wether starts on Agr1 Mountain
with the emergence of this star.

1 Dogru, A. M., 1989, the article mentioned, P.86.

" Dogru, A. M. , 1989, the article mentioned, P.87.
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Agr1 Mountain, which is called Kuh-i Nus by Iranians, is still
known as “Ararat” in the Western world. Ararat is not a concept from
Armenian language, it is the name given to Urartu Country by Asurians, It
is highly probable that the name “Agr1” came from Turkish of Shamanism
period. For in the Dictionary of Yakut Language written by Pekarsky,
“Agr” or “Agn” means “Huge” or “God™".

Touristic Attractions of Agri Mountain

There are various attractions of Agr1 Mountain turistically. The first
one is , the greatness of the mountain. The feature giving this appearence to
Agri Mountain , from base its height of 4300 m and its sharp summit. The
lack of another summit to compete with it contributes an excellent view to
the mountain. When the weather is not foggy and cloudy, the summit of the
mountain can be seen from Agr, Van, Kars and from the higher parts of
Bitlis and from Armenia, Nahjavan and from the areas near to Iranian
border.

Other features making Agn Mountain attractive touristically are:

This mountain is highly suitable to nature sports, winter tourism, mountain
joggings, mountain biking, and parachute of slope. Agn Mountain, really,
has all the features the people related to mountain sports need. In additon to
the easiy ways to climb up the mountain, there are difficult sides the
qualified mountainers search for. The height of the climbing distance and
the possibility of reaching the place of the start of climbing by means of the
motorvehiches is also another important advantage. Whereas in many
countries in order to be able to reach the base of the mountain, sometimes it
is necessary to walk days, Agri Mountain is in such a situation as to be able
to reach easily via asphalt roads going to such centers as Dogubeyazit, Igdir
and Aralik. For instance, a person departing by bus from the furthest point
of Turkey can arrive at the area next day and start climbing,
Climbing up the Great Agri Mountain is not only for the purpose of
mountain sports, but mostly for scientific purposes. The first climbing for
scientific purpose was realized by F. Parrot and his crew in1829. This was
followed by such geologists as H. Abich in 1845, W, Wager in 1948, A,
Oswald in 1900 and M. Bulumenthal in 1955 in order to search for the
geological structure of the mountain. Major Cevdet Sunay was the person
who clix;r;bed up Agri Mountain and put the statue of Atatiirk on the summit
in 1937,

2 Dogru, A. M., 1989, the article mentioned, P.88. )
P Doganay, H., 1985, Tirkive Turizm Cografyasi. Atatirk Universitesi Fen-
Edebiyat Fakiiltesi N0:92, Cografya Bolimil No:16, Erzururm, P.93.
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According to the Holly Books, “Vineyards of Irem” where Adem
And Ewe lived are on the northern part of this mountain, somewhere in the
valley of Aras river. And, again, according to the rumors, the Ark on which
Noah and his followers boarded, landed on this mountam after the floods
receded.

Thus, Agr1 Mountain is considered to be one of the holy mountains
of Turkey and it is wee-known even in the western world. Therefore, some
of the strangers climbing up the Agr1 Mountain set out in order to seek for

... the remnants of Noah’s Ark and others come to watct the mountain because

of believing in the legend of Noah’s Ark.

Climbing up and down Agri Mountain lasts at least 4 days. The
most suitable time for climbing is in August and in September. During the
climbing period in August, after 4500 m, the temperatur drops to —10 °C.
And during September to —12 °C'. The weather is clear before noon, after
then due to the formation of the clouds over the mountain, it gets worse
towards 14 o’clock. That is why the mountainers are accustomed to
climbing up and down before or until this hour.

Conclusion And Recommendations

Approximately 1200 tourists come to Agr1 Mountain annually This
touristic action provides financial support to the economy of the area even in
a small portion. However, it is predicted that on condition that the touristic
potential of Agr1 Mountain is throughly used, at least 1 Million US Dollars
will be earned annually.

Agri Mountain has a superior characteristic of attarcting more
stranger tourists because of the legend of the Flood of Hoah. This high
touristic portential of Agr Mountain awaits exploiting. We expect that, to a
certain height of the mountain (i.e. at the 4500 m) a symbolic Noah’s Ark
can be placed and by installing a telepheric line from the surrounding of
Kéazim Karabekir Farming Institution at Aralik to here and from the
facilities to the summit of the mountain , it will be possible attract a lot of
domestic and foreigner tourists. And on the foot of the mountain touristic
facilities ought to be constructed. However, while these facilities are being
construted, a special care should be given in order not to distroy the natural
appearence of the area. Therefore, by bringing electricity and water, a
regular camping places should be formed and it should be emphasised that
the services in these camping palces should be given in tents(especially in
black tents).

' Doganay, H., 1985, the work mentioned, P.94.
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Dogu Cografya Dergisi Yayim Kurulundan

Dogu Cografya Dergisi Subat Mayis, Agustos ve Kasim saylan olmak Uizere yida dort kez
yaywnlanabilir. Belirtilen aylann son haftasina kadar gonderilen  makaleler; gerekli inceleme ve
diizentemelerin yapihp, yaynmmna karar verilmesinin ardindan, bir aybik stire icerisinde baskaya hazir duruma
getirilir,

Eserlerde Aranan Nitelikler :

Dogu Cografya Dergisi’nde yayimlandcak makalelerin belirtenmesinde, eserin icerik olarak dzgiin
otmasimn yam sira, cografya iimine sadfayacad katlilar ve getirecedi yeni bakis agilan ¢bz oniinde
tutulacaktir.  Bu amagla, dergide yayimlanacak makalelerde yayim kurulunda onayr ile birlikte,
olusturulacak bilim kurulunun hazwlayacagh raporlar dikkate abinacaktir. Bu uygulama derginin dordincii
sayisindan itibaren gegerlidir. )

Yazim Kurallar: :

Dergide ver alacak makalelerin, yaym kurulu tarafindan onceden belirlenen vazim
kurallarma uygun olmasi gerekmektedir. Bu kurallar asagida siratanmistir:

A. Makalelerin Hazwrlanmasi:

1- Makaleler PC uyumiu bilgisayartarda, Microsoft Word altinda hazirlanacaktir.

2- Hazirlanan makaleler fotograf, harita ve difer sekiller igin ayrilmg atanlar dahil 25 sayfayr
agmayacaktir. Makalelerin giris kismmnda makale adiyla birtikte, 250 stzciiii asmayacak sekilde hazwlanms
ana temayt iceren ingilizce dzete yer verilecektir,

3- Yax karakteri metin icerisinde 11 punto, Times New Roman’dir. Bu punto biiylikiiigl Ust bilgi
alanminda 8,5 punto, tablo-fotograf-grafik adlannda 10 punto ve Tablo iclerinde, tablo Gzelligine gore 7-10
punto arasmdadir.

4- Makalelerde, {ist bilgive yer verilecektir. Bu amacla tek numarall sayfalarda italik olarak
yaziimmis makale adi ve ¢ift numarab sayfalarda yazar ady, Ust bilgi olarak ver alacaktir.

5- lik sayfada yer alan ve yazarla ilgili bilgilerin bulundugu dipnot, * isaretivle gbsterilecektir,
Yazarlar akuyucu ile haberlesme agisindan e-mail adresi verebilirler.

6- Makaleterde kullamlan fotograf, harita, grafik ve tablolann alt-Ust bilgileri yazitwken arada
dikkat ¢ekici bosluklarin kalmamasina dzen gdsterilmelidir. Aym ozen sayfa diizeninde de gbz 6niinde
tututmalidir,

7- Baski katlitesini azaltan 3 boyutlu grafiklerden kagimlmalidir. Cok unsurlu grafiklerde
antagitabitirlilik agisindan tarama tiirleri iyi belirlenmelidir Grafikleri Exel ortaminda ¢izip word dosyatarina
vapistirma yoluna gidilmemelidir, Grafikler word metni igerisinde hazirlanacaktwr,

8- Makaleler icin belirlenen yazim alam, standart fotograf genisligi dikkate alinarak belirlenmistir,
Kuttamlan fotograflarin genistik ve yiksekli§i yazim alamm asiyorsa, fotograf bu alana esitlenecek sekilde
ki ittiitecektir.

9-Tablo ve Grafikler:

7

Tablo ve Grafik kenartiklan, cift ¢izgili olacak ve kalinbik 2 ¥ olarak belirlenecektir.

10- Makaleterin Sayfa Yapisi: Ust:6,5 - Alt:5 - 5a8:4,5 -Sol:4,5 - Ust Bilgi:5 -Alt Bilgi:1.5 olacaktir.

11- Makalelerin sonunda yer verilen, yararlamian eserler bolimii KAYNAKCA ady altinda, 10 punto
Times New Roman’da yazilmalichr,

*Yukarida belirtilen kurallar, derginin sekil agisindan bir bitiiplide kavusmasi amaciyla
hazirianmistie. Bu nedenle belirtilen formata uygun olmayen ¢alismalar, yazarag iade edilip yeniden
diizenlemesi istenecektir. Gereken dedisikliklerin yaprimadidr calismalar yaymlanmayacaktir. Dergi-yazar
arasindaki Hletigimin strekli olabilmest amacwyla, yozoriar telefon, adres ve e-muil odreslerini dergiye
bitdirmelidirler.

“ Makalelerin dergi icerisindeki siratamasi, alfabetik dilzende soyading gére olacaktir. Dodu
Cografya Dergisi’nin itk sayfatan dergi EDITOR i icin ayrilmis olup, bu boliim soyadr siralamasma dahit
dedildir.

" Dergide yayrmianan makaleler icin yazardan talep edilen iicret, dergi yazim kurulunca
dnceden tespit edilerek yazariara bildirilir, .

B, Kayit Ortam ve Dergiye Teslim Etme !

1- Yukarida belirtiten sekilde hazirlanan eserler, 1,44" Uik diskette testim edilecektir. Belgenin
kayt formati DOC olacaktir. Hazirlanan bu disket ve makalenin fotofraflan-haritalars yapistinlmis orijinal
niishast dergiye teslim edilmelidir.

2- E-mail yoluyla eser gonderimi: Yazarlar kapakta belirtilen e-mail adresine fotograf ve
haritatart taranmis olarak eserlerini gbnderebitirler. Bu konuda dzeltikie fotofraf ve harita taramalarinda en
az 150 dpi’lik ¢oziiniirliilik kullanilmas: gerekmektedir. Fotodraf ve haritalar JPEG formatinda kaydedilmis
olacakar.

**Yazarlar, eserlerinin sekil ve dizenleme isini témilyle dergiye birakabilir. Bu sekilde eser
gonderenter, PC/IMAC sistemier altinda diledikleri yazim formatinda eserlerini hazirlayyp fotograf ve
haritalarim yapistirmadan dergiye verebilirler. Bu tir bir uygulamada, ilave masraf basks icretine
ektenecektir.

Dodu Codrafya Dergisi’ne ait saydar, talep edilmesi durumunda Cd olarak okuyucularma
gonderilmektedir. Cd halindeki niishalar, yazartarin telif haklarimin kerunmasina yonelik olarak
sifrelenmektedir,







