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The increasing and diversifying consumption culture in today's society causes 
large garbage heaps. The resulting garbage piles affect society both 
environmentally and economically. At the same time, garbage or similar 
wastes affect human health and social life badly. These wastes vary 
depending on their types. These wastes are domestic waste, industrial waste 
and agricultural waste. It is thought that this problem can be solved in the long 
term by changing consumption patterns, consuming less, or recycling. These 
long-term implementations can only be possible with the determined policies 
and strict controls of both central and local governments. Sustainable 
development and sustainable solid waste management aim at this solution. 
However, sustainable waste management should be realized with the 
participation of all segments of society. This study aims to show what can be 
done socially for sustainable solid waste management. For this purpose, the 
garbage problem, which is seen as capital-based in Turkey, will be explained 
through solid waste collectors. In the last part, the example of solid waste 
cooperatives in Brazil will be examined as an alternative way.
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